Accident Report

Vessel: 
XYZ




Date: 01/08/2002

Date of Accident

: 25TH JULY 2002 

Place of Accident

: APRROACHING PILOT BOARDING





Location of Accident
: MAIN DECK

Equipment involved
: PILOT LADDER






Nature of Accident

: SERIOUS / MAJOR / MINOR

First Information Report and breakage’s/injuries if any

Vessel was approaching pilot boarding grounds and the pilot ladder was secured overboard. 

As is the practice, the able seaman went down the pilot ladder to check the securing arrangements and the steps. 

When the A/b was on the 4th step, it broke and fortunately the A/b could hold on as he was working with safety belt. 

The seaman suffered minor bruises on his arm and managed to come up with the help of another seaman. 

Cause and description Accident

On retrieving the pilot ladder it was found that the step was cracked and had gone unnoticed during the visual inspection that is carried out. 

The inspection is always carried out prior arrival/departure port. 

We feel that the stowage area of the pilot ladder has to be clearly marked.

As during our last port of call we had picked up L.O. drums and they had rested against the pilot ladder possibly damaging the steps.

Immediate actions taken :

The pilot ladder was immediately taken on deck and repair carried out. 

Spare ladder was used for Pilot boarding.

The A/b was attended for minor abrasions on his arm.

Safety meeting was called immediately and accident report made.

Delay to vessel

Nil

Insurance claims

NIL

Preventive measures to avoid occurrence:

1. Visual inspection to be very thorough prior usage of pilot ladder

2. Stowage area for pilot ladder to be clearly marked

3. All crew to be aware of the accident and use of safety belts for working overboard to be emphasized.



Requirements to avoid recurrence
:

Ladder steps:
Required 2 nos., used – 1,  rob - 1
Remarks
:

The procedure followed by the A/b was very much appreciated to check the pilot ladder and also his use of safety belt. The safety belt avoided a possible fatality. 

The safety committee decided to carry out training programs on visual inspection of all pilot ladders

Master






Chief Engineer
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