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3. Action by Assisting Ships

3.1 PRIVAT 
Distress call and messageTC "Distress call and message"
Ships may receive:

1. the alarm signal and/or distress call and message  from a ship, directly or by relay;

2. the distress call and message form an aircraft, usually by relay from a CRS;

3. signals emitted by EPIRB, considered to be distress signals;

4. visual or sound signals from ships or aircraft in distress.

PRIVAT 


TC ""
3.2 PRIVAT 
Immediate actionTC "Immediate action"
The following immediate action should be taken by each ship on receipt of a distress message;

· acknowledge receipt and, if appropriate, retransmit the distress  message;

· try to take immediately D/F bearings during the transmission of the distress message and maintain a D/F watch on 500 kHz and/or 2,182 kHz;

· communicate the following information to the ship in distress:

· identity 

· position

· speed and expected time of arrival (ETA)

· when available true bearing of the ship in distress;

· maintain a continuous listening watch on the following international distress frequencies:

· kHz (radiotelegraphy);

· kHz (radiotelephony); and

· MHz (VHF channel 16) (radiotelephony);

· operate radar continuously

· if in the vicinity of the distress, post extra lookouts.

· The ship or coast station in control of distress traffic should establish contact with the responsible area RCC trough a CRS and pass on all available information, up-dating as necessary.

· Ships which are able to communicate on the distress frequencies 500 kHz, 2,182 kHz and 156.8 MHz (VHF channel 16) shall, if appropriate, repeat the distress message in these frequencies.

3.3 PRIVAT 
Proceeding to the area of distress

TC "Proceeding to the area of distress"
Ships proceeding to the area of the distress should plot the position, course, speed and ETA of other assisting ships.

The communication equipment with which ships are fitted may be obtained from the International Telecommunication Union´s ”List of Ship Stations”.

Ships should attempt to construct an accurate ”picture” of the circumstances attending the casualty. The important information needed, which should be included in the distress message, is listed in paragraph Components of the distress message. Should the ship in distress fail to transmit this information, a ship proceeding to assist should request what information is needed.

3.4 PRIVAT 
On-board preparation

TC "On-board preparation"
While proceeding, it will be important to make adequate preparations. Certain of the measures that might be considered are:

1) a rope (guest warp) running from bow to quarter at the waterline on each side and secured by lizards to the ship´s side to assist boats and rafts to secure alongside;

2) a derrick rigged ready for hoisting on each side of the ship with a platform cargo sling, or rope net, secured to the runner to assist the speedy recovery of exhausted injured survivors in the water;

3) heaving lines, ladders and scramble net placed ready for use along both sides of the ship on the lowest open deck and possibly crew members suitable equipment to enter the water and assist survivors;

4) a ship´s liferaft made ready for possible use as a boarding station. Inflatable liferafts should not be activated unless required;

5) preparations to receive survivors who require medical assistance including the provision of stretchers;

6) when own lifeboat is to be launched, any means to provide communications between it and the parent ship will prove to be of very great help;

7) a line-throwing appliance with a light line and heavy rope, ready to be used for making connection either with the ship in distress with survival craft.

3.5 PRIVAT 


PRIVAT 
Establishment of the CSS

TC "Establishment of the CSS"
1. The duties of the CSS are to organise and co-ordinate search and rescue operations by merchant ships. This is liable to be a complex task and this consideration has a bearing on the selection of the CSS.

2. It is most desirable that the CSS should be established as early as practicable and preferably before arrival ”on scene”.

3. The CSS must be established by mutual agreement between the ship concerned and the co-ordinating RCC, having due regard to the ship´s capabilities and ETA. However, the unit which arrives first should take such immediate action as may be required.

4. It is important that the CSS should have good radiocommunication facilities.

5. In case of language difficulties the International Code of Signals and  Standard Marine Navigational Vocabulary  should be used.

6. On assuming the duty, the CSS should immediately inform a CRS. It should also keep it informed of the developments at regular intervals.

7. The CSS should keep the RCC/RSC co-ordinating search and rescue operations informed at regular intervals and whenever the situation has changed.

3.6 PRIVAT 
Visual identification of the CSS

TC "Visual identification of the CSS"
The CSS should display continuously the following visual signals:

1) BY DAY
  International Code Group ”FR”;

2) BY NIGHT
  A distinctive signal which the CSS will promulgate.

3.7 PRIVAT 
Control of inter-ship radiocommunicationsTC "Control of inter-ship radiocommunications"
It will  be necessary for the CSS to control the available inter-ship communication channels. The strictest radio discipline and procedure should be exercised. 

3.8 PRIVAT 
Approaching the sceneTC "Approaching the scene"
1. When approaching the scene, ships should make full use of any radio direction-finding facilities to ”home” and similarly to locate any transmissions from EPIRB. 

2. The radar should be operated and effective lookouts maintained.

3. At night, searchlights should be used or some form of surface illumination should be contrived.

The CSS should be kept informed of any contacts made by D/F, radar or visual sightings. If the CSS has not been established, this information should be transmitted to all stations on the distress frequency or frequencies.

Ships should take measures to make themselves highly visible to survivors, such as making smoke during the daytime and keeping the ship well lit at night. However, caution should be taken as it is vitally important not to impair the vision of lookouts by the excessive use of lights.

When searching for survivors who might possibly be in canopied liferafts, ships should sound whistle signals signals while searching to attract the attention of the survivors so that they can use visual signalling devices.

Extra lookouts should be posted so as to search a 360° arc around the ship for the duration of the search. This will provide for sighting signals set off by survivors even after the ship has passed them. 

The ship´s crew should be prohibited from dumping debris over the side for the duration of the search to prevent the debris from causing false sightings.

3.9 PRIVAT 
Arrival on-scene - Search proceduresTC "Arrival on-scene - Search procedures"
If the casualty has not been located, a search should be initiated without delay using an appropriate search pattern.

To co-ordinate the search effectively, the CSS should maintain a general plot of the area under search and assisting ships should do the same. In search planning, the CSS should make full use of all electronic navigational devices.

