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Planing and Conducting the Search

Unless land-based authorities supply a datum it will be the responsibility of the CSS to do
so and to communicate this information to assisting ships and appropriate CRS.

it will be at the discretion of the CSS to communicate revised datum as necessary.

When planning the search, the CSS will first need to plot the datum and the initial most
probable area. Normally the RCC co-ordinating search and rescue will forward to the CSS
all relevant data on search areas and search procedures. The most probable area in the
area centred on the datum, within which the search target is most likely to be, after allow-
ance is made for probable errors in datum due to inaccuracy in the reported position of the
casualty and/or the estimate of drift. for the initial stage it is suggested that this area be es-
tablished by drawing a circle of radius 10 miles with centre at datum for the time of starting
the search, and then squaring it off tangents. the area may be enlarged when sufficient
search units arrive (see figure 5-4)

Approximate drift characteristics
for fully occupied inflatable liferafts

Wind force (Beaufort scale)
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Liferaft leeway in nautical miles per hour
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FIGURE 5-3





