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Preface to the First Edition
This Self-Examiner has been designed primarily as a study aid for deck officers preparing themselves for Master's Orals, but may also be useful to officers further down the certificate ladder, or even as a 'memory jogger' for serving masters, marine superintendents and - dare I say it - examiners.
Business and Law has never been as popular a subject with nautical students as Seamanship, but it is no good hoping to pass Master's Orals by being brilliant at Seamanship but only fair in Business and Law. A candidate for Master will need to convince the examiner that he or she knows enough to go directly from the Orals room to a first command and not only get the vessel safely off her berth but also conduct her business properly during a voyage that could present a variety of testing situations. For today's command candidates, this means having a sound knowledge of many topics that previous generations of shipmasters had never even heard of, such as the ISM Code, Port State Control, STCW 95 and GMDSS. Orals candidates should therefore read, read and keep reading until their time of reckoning. The STCW Code, 'M' Notices (of all three kinds), 'Peril at Sea and Salvage', the IMDG Code and 'Focus on IMO' bulletins should all be to the fore on then" reading lists. Hopefully this Self-Examiner will also feature on it, but it should never be used as a substitute for other references, nor relied on for all the answers.
'Orals' questions invariably include some that fall into a hybrid category somewhere between pure Business and Law and some other subject, such as Shipboard Operations or Seamanship. In addition to questions on proper Business and Law matters such as ship's certificates, crew agreements, taking over command and port of refuge formalities, I have therefore included questions from 'grey' areas such as pollutant discharge criteria, dangerous goods loading procedures and precautions when bunkering. I have had to draw the line somewhere, and many possible questions have been omitted.
Good luck!
Malcolm Maclachlan Biggar, 

Scotland April 1998
Preface to the 2000 Edition
This new edition includes a Contents list which has been expanded - and hopefully made more useful - by the inclusion of all headings and page numbers of sub-sections. In the text, new sub-sections have been added to cover the IMO Harmonised System of Survey and Certification and the amended UK Survey and Certification requirements and Cargo Ship Safety Certificate which are a consequence of the new system, as well as the new statutory requirement for Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers.
Topics covered by new questions and answers include statutory Official Log Book entries, innominate contract terms, the NOx Technical Code, the SCOPIC salvage contract clause, the differences between towage and salvage, pilots' duties in case of ship defects, and towage in port, to name but a few. Throughout the text, the numbers of numerous M Notices have been brought up to date.
Malcolm Maclachlan Biggar, 

Scotland June 2000
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XIII
Foreword
by Claude Hamilton, Chief Examiner, MCA
One area of the work of today's Deck Officers that is becoming increasingly important and time-consuming is that of Business & Law. With the amount of new legislation that has its roots in such bodies as IMO, ILO and EU, the speed of port turn-rounds and the current trend for numerous 'surveyors and inspectors' to descend upon any newly arrived ship, Business & Law is neither static, simple or unimportant.
The testing of your knowledge of Business & Law within your Oral Examination is not just to see if you have the capacity to memorise a sufficient quantity of facts, it is also to ensure that you can apply the necessary knowledge to real situations and thus can carry out your job in a professional manner.
Since the first UK Deck Officer Certificates of Competency were issued in 1845, the Oral Exam has been a major feature in the certification of our officers. Within the Oral Exam there is nowhere to 'hide'. You cannot leave a question unanswered and choose another subject as the Examiner will not let you. You have to be well prepared and to show the Examiner that you are competent. To this end, I was very pleased to have been asked to write a short Foreword to this book as I regard Malcolm Maclachlan's Business & Law Self-Examiner as a very useful tool, not only for preparation for Oral Exams but also for reference, both ashore and at sea. Diligent use of this book will generate a familiarity with the subject and the confidence to know 'where to look' for the answer even if it does not immediately spring to mind.
I will not wish you luck as luck should have nothing to do with your ability to demonstrate competence! - but I wish you well.
Claude Hamilton
Chief Examiner
Maritime & Coastguard Agency
9 September 1998
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Advice to 'Orals' Candidates
Every deck officer's Oral examination is different, and every Oral examination is rigorous - at least, it should be. However, experience and feedback from past candidates shows that there are some things you can do to make your inquisition less of a heavy weather passage and more of a dream cruise.
Firstly, before you leave a ship to go up for Orals, study its documents and bring ashore a full list of the certificates, manuals and other documents kept on board - the Master should have one. Ask permission to bring copies of expired or cancelled certificates with you - both statutory and class. Make sure you 'know' your ship and how it is employed, and attempt to gain some understanding of the statutory and commercial formalities which involve its senior management personnel. How does the Master tender Notice of Readiness? What messages, if any, does he send to the Charterers? Is he given a Captain's Copy of the Bill of Lading? Does the Mate sign any cargo documents? What happens when damaged cargo is reported to be coming aboard?
Look also at the ship's Customs and Port Health documents, as well as the Official Log Book, Oil Record Book, Garbage Log and other statutory records. Don't forget the Crew Agreement and List of Crew - what does all that small print actually say in the Crew Agreement to which you add your signature every voyage? Are any additional clauses attached to the agreement? Is a Code of Conduct incorporated in it, or not?
Since ISM is the 'buzzword' at present, you would be wise to learn what's in all those manuals now on board. And what did that ISM auditor ask? (Does anyone remember, or are they still in shock from the experience?)
In port, ask the agent for any unwanted cargo documents lying in his office such as shipping notes, bills of lading, sea waybills and dangerous goods notes. (Agents generally 'bin' them, whereas they would be useful in your college classroom. ) And while you are speaking to the agent, ask him about the documentary procedures for your particular cargo. What documents are issued or surrendered, and by whom, and when?
Whether you manage to bring any documents to college or not, you will need to know a lot about ship's certificates, ISM Code audits and documents, crew matters (engagement, discharge, STCW 95, OLB, health and safety, musters and drills, etc. ) and ship safety (e. g. actions in casualty situations, dangerous goods, etc. ). New regulations (Sis) and 'M' Notices have long been examiners' favourites. You are quite likely to be asked about all these matters, and much more. However, your meeting with your inquisitor may be somewhat shortened if you convince him at an early stage that you know your stuff and are competent to sail as Master even if given a command that very afternoon.
MCA surveyors are generally as rigorous in examinations as they are in ship surveys, but they aim to be fair. They try to pass candidates, not fail them, but they rightly expect a very high standard of competency. Since you are hoping to gain a shipmaster's qualification, your examiner will expect you to answer his questions sounding like a Master, even if you currently sail as Second Mate and your prospect of promotion is dim. The examiner will expect you to use precise, professional language (without 'classroom idiom') and speak with confidence and in a clear voice, but only after due thought and consideration of his questions.
Avoid digging holes for yourself - they are very difficult to climb out of once you've started. Stop, think, and correct yourself before it's too late, but don't delay your responses too long; candidates from whom answers have to be dragged generally lengthen their time in the Orals room and are more likely to fail than those who need little or no prompting.
Arrive in good time for your appointment, even if it means having to make a 'dummy run' the day before your exam to check the journey time. Finally, remember that while your 'working rig' on board ship may be casual civilian clothes, the 'working rig' in MCA Marine Offices is rather more formal.
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Abbreviations used in the text
	Abbrev. 
	Meaning 
	Abbrev. 
	Meaning 

	ABS 
	American Bureau of Shipping 
	LSA 
	Life-saving appliances 

	AFS 
	Additional Freeboard Sheet 
	M/R 
	Mate's Receipt 

	Al 
	Accident Investigation (Regulations) 
	MAIB 
	Marine Accident Investigation Branch 

	ALC 
	Agreement and List of Crew 
	MCA 
	Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

	ALRS 
	Admiralty List of Radio Signals 
	MDOH 
	Maritime Declaration of Health 

	ATL 
	Actual Total Loss 
	MGN 
	Marine Guidance Note 

	B/L 
	Bill of Lading 
	MIN 
	Marine Information Note 

	BIMCO 
	Baltic and International Maritime Council 
	MOD 
	Ministry of Defence 

	C/P 
	Charter Party 
	MODU 
	Mobile offshore drilling unit 

	CA 
	Crew Agreement 
	MOU 
	Memorandum of Understanding 

	CEC 
	Certificate of Equivalent Competency 
	MS 
	Merchant Shipping 

	CIF 
	Cost, Insurance and Freight 
	MSA1995 
	Merchant Shipping Act 1995 

	COA 
	Contract of Affreightment 
	MSN 
	Merchant Shipping Notice 

	COC 
	Certificate of Competency 
	NLS 
	Noxious liquid substances 

	COF 
	Certificate of Fitness 
	NM 
	Nautical miles 

	COGSA 
	Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 
	NOR 
	Notice of Readiness 

	COR 
	Certificate of Registry 
	NT 
	Net tonnage 

	CSSC 
	Cargo Ship Safety Certificate 
	NTM 
	Notices to Mariners 

	CSWP 
	Code of Safe Working Practices 
	NWR 
	Navigational Watch Rating 

	CTL 
	Constructive Total Loss 
	OLB 
	Official Log Book 

	CZ 
	Contiguous Zone 
	OOW 
	Officer of the watch 

	DETR 
	Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions 
	OPIC 
	Oil Pollution Insurance Certificate 

	DO 
	Diesel oil 
	ORB 
	Oil Record Book 

	DOC 
	Document of Compliance 
	P&l 
	Protection and Indemnity 

	DWT 
	Deadweight tonnage 
	PA 
	Particular Average 

	EC 
	European Community 
	PC 
	Passenger Certificate 

	EEA 
	European Economic Area 
	POHSC 
	Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft 

	EEZ 
	Exclusive Economic Zone 
	ppm 
	Parts per million 

	EWR 
	Engine-room Watch Rating 
	PSCRB 
	Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats 

	f. i. o. 
	Free in and out 
	PSSC 
	Passenger Ship Safety Certificate 

	FEA 
	Fire extinguishing apparatus 
	r. o. b. 
	Remaining on board 

	FO 
	Fuel oil 
	R/T 
	Radio-telephony 

	FOB 
	Free On Board 
	RA 
	Radiocommunications Agency 

	FZ 
	Fisheries Zone 
	RBD 
	Return of Births and Deaths 

	GA 
	General Average 
	Reg. 
	Regulation 

	GMDSS 
	Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
	ROI 
	Record of Inspection 

	GT 
	Gross tonnage 
	RSS 
	Registry of Shipping and Seamen 

	HASAW 
	Health and Safety at Work 
	S/N 
	Shipping Note 

	HSC 
	High speed craft 
	SA 
	Salvage Association 

	HSCSC 
	High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate 
	SAR 
	Search and rescue 

	HSE 
	Health and Safety Executive 
	SCC 
	Safety Construction Certificate 

	IACS 
	International Association of Classification Societies 
	sdwt 
	Summer deadweight tonnage 

	ILLC 
	International Load Line Certificate 
	SEC 
	Safety Equipment Certificate 

	ILO 
	International Labour Organization 
	SMC 
	Safety Management Certificate 

	ILU 
	Institute of London Underwriters 
	SMS 
	Safety Management System 

	IMDG 
	International Maritime Dangerous Goods (Code) 
	SO 
	Safety Officer 

	IMO 
	International Maritime Organization 
	SOPEP 
	Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan 

	INLSC 
	International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate 
	SRC 
	Safety Radio Certificate 

	IOPPC 
	International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate 
	STCW 
	Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping (Convention) 

	ISM 
	International Safety Management 
	TSS 
	Traffic separation scheme 

	ITC 
	International Tonnage Certificate 
	UK 
	United Kingdom 

	ITF 
	International Transport Workers Federation 
	UK HSCSC 
	UK High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate 

	kW 
	Kilowatts 
	UKOPPC 
	United Kingdom Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate 

	LNG 
	Liquefied natural gas 
	w. c. c. o. n. 
	Whether customs cleared or not 

	LOC 
	Letter of Compliance 
	w. i. b. o. n. 
	Whether in berth or not 

	LOF 
	Lloyd's Open Form 
	w. i. f. p. o. n. 
	Whether in free pratique or not 

	LOI 
	Letter of Indemnity 
	w. i. p. o. n. 
	Whether in port or not 

	LPG 
	Liquefied petroleum gas 
	W/B 
	Waybill or Sea Waybill 
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Section A: Maritime Treatv Instruments
	IMO and TREATY INSTRUMENTS: GENERAL

	International Maritime Organization (IMO)

	What is IMO? 
	The International Maritime Organization, a specialised agency of the United Nations dealing with maritime affairs. It has 158 Member States (which include the UK) and 2 associate Member States, all with maritime interests. Its headquarters are in London. Its highest governing body is its Assembly, which consists of all Member States. Its executive organ is its Council, composed of 32 Member States including those with the largest shipping interests, e. g. Panama. Its permanent secretariat is headed by William O'Neil.

	What are IMO's chief instruments? 
	(1) Conventions; (2) Protocols; (3) Recommendations, Codes and Guidelines; and (4) Resolutions.

	IMO Conventions

	What is a Party State? 
	A country (represented by its Administration, or government) which has ratified or accepted an IMO instrument. Not all IMO Member States are Party States to all instruments, even major ones. E. g. at 31 March 2000, 140 Member States (of the total 158) were parties to SOLAS 74, while only 77 were parties to MARPOL 73/78 Annex IV (ships' sewage).

	How are the requirements of international maritime conventions such as SOLAS and MARPOL given legal effect in the UK and other Party States? 
	Domestic merchant shipping legislation is passed by the Party State to implement the convention's requirements. E. g. the UK's LSA Regulations and Dangerous Goods and Marine Pollutants Regulations implement parts of SOLAS, while the Prevention of Oil Pollution Regulations implement most of MARPOL Annex I. 

	When does an IMO Convention enter into force? 
	Usually a specified number of months (e. g. 12m) after the date on which at least a specified number of States with merchant fleets forming not less than a specified percentage of the world fleet of vessels of 100 GT and over (e. g. 15 states with 65% of world shipping) have become Parties to it. (This method of acceptance is called explicit acceptance. ) 

	How can an IMO Convention be amended? 
	Either by explicit acceptance of the proposed amendments by a specified number of States with a specified percentage of world gross tonnage, or by tacit acceptance. 

	What is tacit acceptance? 
	Entry into force of the amendments within a specified time unless objections are received by IMO from a specified number of States. 

	Can all IMO Conventions be amended by the tacit acceptance procedure? 
	No. Tacit acceptance cannot be used for amending SOLAS or LOADLINE in respect of surveys and certification requirements. For this reason it was necessary to create two Protocols, to SOLAS and LOADLINE respectively, to introduce harmonized surveys and certification. MARPOL can, however, be amended by tacit acceptance. 

	Under some IMO Conventions, such as SOLAS, MARPOL and LOADLINE, certain ships are excepted while others may be exempted. What is the difference between an exception and an exemption? 
	Certain types or classes of ships, such as warships, troopships and fishing vessels, are often excepted from a Convention's requirements; in other words, the Convention does not apply in any way to those ships. Under certain conditions specified in the Convention, ships to which it applies may be exempted from all or part of its requirements. 

	How does IMO try to avoid the possibility of misunderstandings of the text of convention regulations? 
	By the use of 'unified interpretations' which are printed alongside the regulation text. These clarify the meanings of terms used and other matters, e. g. whether an FPSO or FSU is to be considered as a tanker in MARPOL Annex I, or as an 'other platform' along with drilling rigs. 

	Where can you find more information about IMO and its conventions? 
	In Focus on IMO and IMO News (which are free from IMO), or on the Internet at www. imo. org 

	Other IMO instruments 

	What is a Protocol', e. g. the MARPOL Protocol of 1978? 
	A treaty instrument which makes major modifications to a Convention which has been adopted but is not yet in force. The Protocol usually speeds up the Convention's entry into force. 

	What is a Resolution? 
	The final document resulting from the agreement by the IMO Assembly or a main committee (e. g. MSC or MEPC) of some matter such as an Amendment or Recommendation. 

	Must UK ships comply with IMO Resolutions? 
	Where legislation is made to give effect to a particular Resolution, yes. For example, the Merchant Shipping (Pilot Ladders and Hoists) (Amendment) Regulations 1993 were made to take account of Resolution MSC. 22(59), which made amendments to Regulation 17, Chapter V of SOLAS 74. 

	What are Recommendations? 
	Non-mandatory IMO instruments providing more specific guidelines than conventions or protocols. They must be agreed at IMO by adoption of a Resolution but are not subject to ratification. They provide guidance in framing national regulations and requirements. Some IMO Recommendations are in the form of Codes, Guidelines or Recommended Practices on important matters not considered suitable 
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	for regulation by formal treaty instruments such as Conventions or Protocols. 

	Must UK ships comply with IMO Recommendations? 
	Where legislation is made to give effect to a particular Recommendation, yes. 

	What are the differences between ratification and accession in relation to IMO instruments? 
	Ratification is required by a specified number of IMO Member States in order to bring an IMO instrument (such as a Convention) into force. Any Member State wishing to approve, accept and implement the instrument after its entry into force, can only accede to it. This is done by depositing a document of accession with the Secretary General. 

	Must a Party State to an IMO instrument (e. g. SOLAS) comply exactly with the instrument? 
	No. Any Party State may make a Declaration, Reservation or Statement to the effect that it will not be bound by some part of it or other. These Declarations, Reservations and Statements are attached to the official text of the instrument when it is published, e. g. in the MARPOL book. 

	How are IMO Conventions enforced? 
	By (1) Flag State Control; and (2) Port State Control. 

	Flag State Control and Port State Control 

	What is Flag State Control? 
	Enforcement of international regulations by the Administration of the Flag State, i. e. the government of the country whose flag the vessel flies. Because some Flag States are unwilling or unable to enforce international regulations, Flag State Control is not always applied as it should be, hence the reason for the introduction of Port State Control. 

	What is Port State Control? 
	Enforcement of international regulations by the Administration of a Port State visited by a ship flying any flag other than that of the Port State. In a UK port, for example, a Bahamas flag ship may be subject to a Port State Control inspection by a UK inspector, whereas a UK flag ship could be inspected only under Flag State procedures. 

	Formal Safety Assessment 

	IMO is considering applying Formal Safety Assessment when making rules. What is Formal Safety Assessment? 
	A rational and systematic process for assessing the risks associated with any sphere of activity, and for evaluating the costs and benefits of different options for reducing those risks. It therefore enables an objective assessment to be made of the need for, and the content of, safety regulations. 

	What is involved in Formal Safety Assessment? 
	Five steps: (1 ) Identification of hazards (a list of all relevant accident scenarios with potential causes and outcomes); (2) assessment of risks (evaluation of risk factors such as training, management, the human element, design, communication, maintenance); (3) risk control options (deriving regulatory measures to control and reduce the identified risks); (4) cost benefit assessment (determining cost effectiveness of each risk control option); and (5) recommendations for decision-making (information about the hazards, their associated risks and the cost effectiveness of alternative risk control options is provided). 

	SOLAS CONVENTION 

	Application of SOLAS to ships 

	Which ships does the SOLAS Convention apply to? 
	Broadly, ships flying flags of Party States, when on international voyages. Each Chapter (I to XII) defines the ships to which that chapter applies. Application may depend on type of ship (e. g. Chapter X - High Speed Craft), or date of build (e. g. Chapter II-1 - Construction -subdivision and stability, machinery and electrical installations), area of operation (e. g. Chapter V - Safety of navigation), tonnage (e. g. Chapter IV - Radiocommunications) or cargoes (e. g. Chapter VI - Carriage of cargoes, Chapter VII - dangerous goods). Each chapter may also exempt certain ships from the chapter's requirements. 

	Which ships are generally excepted from SOLAS provisions? 
	Unless specifically provided otherwise in SOLAS chapters or regulations: (1) ships of war and troopships; (2) cargo ships of less than 500 GT; (3) ships not propelled by mechanical means; (4) wooden ships of primitive build; (5) pleasure yachts not engaged in trade; and (6) fishing vessels. 

	Scope of SOLAS chapters 

	What subjects do the Chapters of SOLAS deal with? 
	Chapter I: General provisions; Chapter II-1: Construction - Subdivision and stability, machinery and electrical installations; Chapter II-2: Construction - Fire protection, fire detection and fire extinction; Chapter III: Life-saving appliances and arrangements; Chapter IV: Radiocommunications; Chapter V: Safety of navigation; Chapter VI: Carriage of cargoes; Chapter VII: Carriage of dangerous goods; Chapter VIII: Nuclear ships; Chapter IX: Management for the safe operation of ships; Chapter X Safety measures for high-speed craft; Chapter XI: Special measures to enhance maritime safety; Chapter XII: Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers. 
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	What aspects of bulk carriers does Chapter XII affect? 
	Damage stability requirements, structural strength, and survey of the cargo hold structure. 

	SOLAS-related codes 

	What are some of the Codes that have been issued under SOLAS? 
	The International Life Saving Appliance (LSA) Code (under Chapter III); the Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and Securing (under Chapter VI); the Code of Safe Practice for Ships Carrying Timber Deck Cargoes (under Chapter VI); the Code of Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes (under Chapter VI); the International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code (under Chapter VII); the Code of Safefy for Nuclear Merchant Ships (under Chapter VIII); the International Safety Management (ISM) Code (under Chapter IX); the High-Speed Craft (HSC; Code (under Chapter X). 

	Which code associated with lifesaving appliances came into international force in July 1998? 
	The International Life Saving Appliance Code (LSA Code). It is mandatory for all SOLAS ships. 

	What does the LSA Code contain? 
	The new international standards for life-saving appliances required by Chapter III of SOLAS. It has chapters on (1) general requirements; (2) personal LSA (lifebuoys, lifejackets, immersion suits, anti-exposure suits and TPAs); (3) visual signals; (4) survival craft; (5) rescue boats; (6) launching and embarkation appliances; and (7) other LSA 

	Amendments to SOLAS 

	Some of the amendments to SOLAS Chapter III dealing with lifesaving equipment on ro-ro passenger ships come into force for ships constructed before 1 July 1998 not later than the first periodic survey after 1 July 2000. What do these amendments concern? 
	On those ships, liferafts should carry a boarding ramp and be self-righting or be canopied, reversible, stable in a seaway and capable of operating safely whichever way up they are floating. At least one of the rescue boats should be a fast rescue boat. Each ro-ro passenger ship should be equipped with efficient means for rapidly recovering survivors from the water and sufficient numbers of a lifejackets should be stowed in the vicinity of assembly points so passengers do not have to return to their cabins to fetch them. All lifejackets should be fitted with lights. 

	What major modification to SOLAS, concerning surveys and certification, came into force in February 2000? 
	The Harmonised System of Survey and Certification (HSSC). (See Section D under Statutory Surveys and Certification for more details. ) 

	Following amendments to Chapter VII of SOLAS (Carriage of Goods), a new IMO Code is mandatory from 1 January 2001. Which Code is this and what does it concern? 
	The International Code for the Safe Carriage of Packaged Irradiated Nuclear Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships (the INF Code). It sets out how the material covered by the Code should be carried, including specifications for ships. The INF code applies to all ships regardless of the date of construction and size, including cargo ships of less than 500 gross tonnage, engaged in the carriage of INF cargo. The INF Code does not apply to warships, naval auxiliary or other ships used only on government non-commercial service, although Administrations are expected to ensure such ships are in compliance with the Code. Specific regulations in the Code cover a number of issues, including: damage stability, fire protection, temperature control of cargo spaces, structural consideration, cargo securing arrangements, electrical supplies, radiological protection equipment and management, training and shipboard emergency plans. Ships carrying INF cargo are assigned to one of three classes, depending on the total radioactivity of INF cargo which is carried on board, and regulations vary slightly according to the Class. 

	Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 

	Under what IMO Convention was the GMDSS introduced? 
	SOLAS. 

	When did GMDSS come fully into force? 
	On 1 February 1999. 

	To which ships does GMDSS apply? 
	All ships covered by Chapter IV of SOLAS, i. e. all cargo ships of 300 gross tonnage and above and all passenger ships (of any tonnage), when on international voyages. 

	Does GMDSS apply to ships on domestic (i. e. non-international) voyages? 
	Under SOLAS, no, since Chapter IV of SOLAS does not apply to ships on non-international voyages. However, an individual Party State may pass legislation to extend application of the GMDSS requirements to non-SOLAS ships. 

	Has the UK extended application of GMDSS to ships on domestic voyages? 
	Yes, by the Radio Installations Regulations 1992. This ensures that non-SOLAS ships on UK coastal voyages are covered by the GMDSS. 

	What is GMDSS, essentially? 
	A world-wide network of automated emergency communications for ships at sea. 

	What is the basic concept of GMDSS? 
	That SAR authorities ashore as well as shipping in the immediate vicinity of a ship in distress will be rapidly alerted through satellite and digital selective calling equipment so that they can assist in a co-ordinated SAR operation with the minimum of delay. 
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	What are the main systems in the GMDSS? 
	(1) COSPAS-SARSAT, an international satellite-based search-and-rescue system which uses polar-orbiting EPIRBs to transmit to rescue co-ordination centres a vessel's identification and accurate location from anywhere in the world; (2) Inmarsat (the International Mobile Satellite Organization), which provides distress message facilities on the L band and transmits the SafetyNET service, a satellite-based world-wide maritime safety information broadcast of high seas weather warnings; (3) Digital selective calling (DSC) on VHF, MF and HF radio channels, which speeds distress and general radiotelephone calls to and from shore and other ships; and (4) NAVTEX, an international automated system for distributing maritime navigational warnings, weather information and warnings, and search-and-rescue information to ships automatically. 

	What are the GMDSS sea areas? 
	Sea Areas A1, A2, A3 and A4. 

	What is Sea Area A1? 
	An area within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one VHF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by a Contracting Government. 

	What is Sea Area A2? 
	An area, excluding Sea Area A1, within the radiotelephone coverage of at least one MF coast station in which continuous DSC alerting is available, as may be defined by a Contracting Government. 

	What is Sea Area A3? 
	An area, excluding Sea Areas A1 and A2, within the coverage of an INMARSAT geostationary satellite in which continuous alerting is available. 

	What is Sea Area A4? 
	An area outside Sea Areas A1, A2 and A3. 

	MARPOL CONVENTION 

	Application of MARPOL to ships 

	To which ships does the MARPOL Convention apply? 
	Broadly, ships flying flags of States which are parties to MARPOL, and ships not entitled to fly the flag of a Party State but operating under the authority of a Party State. Each Annex defines which ships the Annex specifically applies to, e. g. Annex II applies to all ships carrying noxious liquid substances in bulk. 

	Which ships are generally excepted from MARPOL's provisions? 
	(1 ) Warships; (2) naval auxiliaries; and (3) other ships owned or operated by a State being used on government non-commercial service. (These ships are required, however, to comply with MARPOL so far as possible. ) 

	As far as compliance with MARPOL Annex I regulations is concerned, is a tanker used as an FPSO (floating production, storage and offloading unit) or FSU (floating storage unit) a 'ship' like any other tanker? 
	No. At the moment, the unified interpretations of Annex I state that when a tanker is used as an FPSO or FSU, it should be treated as an 'other platform' (i. e. as for 'drilling rigs and other platforms'). These are currently subject to less stringent discharge and equipment requirements than tankers, but this may soon be changed by IMO. 

	MARPOL annexes 

	Where can the MARPOL regulations for the control of different types of pollutant be found? 
	In the Annexes to the MARPOL Convention. 

	What types of pollution do MARPOL's annexes cover? 
	Annex I: Oil; Annex II: Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk; Annex III: Harmful Substances in Packaged Form; Annex IV: Sewage from Ships; Annex V: Garbage from Ships; Annex VI: Air Pollution from Ships. 

	Which MARPOL annexes are not yet in force internationally? 
	Annex IV (sewage) and Annex VI (air pollution). 

	Why is MARPOL Annex IV (ship sewage) not in force internationally? 
	Because although acceptances have been reached from more than the minimum number of States, their combined merchant fleet tonnage is less than the required 50% of world gross tonnage. 

	MARPOL amendments and other provisions 

	Since when have double hulls been mandatory for new tankers, and what arrangements are there for introducing double hulls to existing tankers? 
	Under Regulation 13G of MARPOL Annex I, double hulls have been mandatory for new tankers since 1994. There is a phase-in period for existing tankers of up to 30 years. 

	An amendment to MARPOL Annex I concerned the stability of double-hulled tankers. What is it? 
	Regulation 25A, which came into force on 1 February 1999, sets out the formulae for calculating the intact stability of double-hulled tankers. 

	What sea area became a MARPOL Annex I Special Area in February 1999 following an amendment of MARPOL? 
	North-west European waters, covering the North Sea and its approaches, the Celtic Sea, the English Channel and its approaches and part of the north-east Atlantic immediately to the west of Ireland. 

	What code related to MARPOL Annex VI has been adopted by the UK? 
	The Technical Code on Control of Emission of Nitrogen Oxide from Marine Diesel Engines, commonly called the NOX Technical Code. MGN 142 deals with application of the Code to diesel engines built or modified on or after 1 January 2000. 
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	What major modification to MARPOL, concerning surveys and certification, came into force in February 2000? 
	The Harmonised System of Survey and Certification (HSSC). (See Section D under Statutory Surveys and Certification.) 


LOADLINE CONVENTION
	To which ships does the LOADLINE Convention apply? 
	Ships of Party States on international voyages, unless excepted. 

	Which ships are excepted from the LOADLINE convention's provisions? 
	(1 ) Ships of war, (2) ships of under 24m (79ft) length; (3) ships under 150 GT; (4) pleasure yachts not engaged in trade; and (5) fishing vessels. The Convention does not apply to ships solely navigating the Great Lakes and most of the River St Lawrence, the Caspian Sea, or the Plate, Parana and Uruguay rivers. 

	Can any ships be exempted from the LOADLINE Convention's provisions? 
	Yes. Certain exemptions may be obtained from the Administration, e.g. by a ship normally trading on domestic voyages for international voyages between two close states, or for a one-off international voyage, or for a ship with novel features (e.g. undergoing research). 

	What major modification to the Loadline Convention, concerning surveys and certification, came into force in February 2000? 
	The Harmonised System of Survey and Certification (HSSC). (See Section D under Statutory Surveys and Certification.) 


COLREG CONVENTION
	Which ships does the COLREG Convention (and its International Collision Regulations) apply to? 
	All vessels (of Party States) upon the high seas and in all waters connected therewith navigable by seagoing vessels. 

	Are any IMO Member States not Parties to the COLREG Convention? 
	Yes. At 31 March 2000 only 134 of the 158 IMO Member States were Party to COLREG, with 96.67% of world gross tonnage. Many of the non-Party states are small African and Central American republics with few shipping interests, but some are larger countries with merchant fleets. 


STCW CONVENTION
	What is STCW? 
	The International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers. 

	What recent changes have been made to STCW? 
	The original convention (STCW 78) has been extensively amended to bring it up to date and make it 'policeable'. The revised Convention is known as STCW 95. 

	When did STCW 95 enter into force, and when does it come into full effect? 
	It entered into force on 1 February 1997 and comes into full effect 5 years later, on 1 February 2002. 

	Since what date have all new entrants commencing sea training had to do so in accordance with STCW 95? 
	1 August 1998. Seafarers already on 'old1 training schemes may continue on them, but all new courses started must comply with STCW 95 and lead to STCW 95 qualifications. 

	When must all traditional' qualifications be replaced with STCW 95 qualifications? 
	By 1 February 2002. 

	How is STCW 95 implemented in the UK? 
	Through the Training and Certification) Regulations 1997 and the Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations 1997. 

	How can STCW 95 be 'policed'? 
	Parties are required to provide detailed information to IMO concerning administrative procedures taken to ensure compliance as well as education and training courses and certification procedures. IMO's Maritime Safety Committee can then identify complying Parties. Other Parties may only accept certificates issued by these Parties. (No proof of compliance was required under STCW 78.) 

	What is the White List? 
	A list of countries found to be conducting their maritime training and certification in accordance with the requirements of STCW 95. 

	How is the change-over to STCW 95 being effected, i.e. what transitional arrangements are there? 
	Until 1 February 2002, Parties may continue to issue, recognise and endorse certificates which applied before this date in respect of seafarers who began training or seagoing service before 1 August 1998. 

	What 'new' types of training feature in STCW 95? 
	Simulators are to become mandatory for training in the use of radar and ARPA. The VQ (vocational qualifications) system of education is given recognition. 

	What new health provisions in STCW 95 could have a damaging effect on the supply of seafarers from some countries? 
	Medical standards are included in STCW 95, and certificates must be issued showing that levels of fitness have been met by seafarers, particularly regarding eyesight and hearing. Some counties supplying large numbers of seafarers have previously had no medical standards and will find it difficult to apply the new regulations. 

	With reference to the last question, what would you, as master, need to be wary of? 
	Seafarers with forged medical fitness certificates attempting to sign on. 
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	What does STCW 95 require with regard to certificate revalidation and periodical 'medicals'? 
	Every master, officer and radio operator must meet the fitness standards and revalidate his certificate at intervals of not more than 5 years after showing proof of refresher training in certain areas. 

	What does STCW 95 require of companies with regard to shipboard familiarisation? 
	Seafarers on being assigned to any of the Company's ships must be familiarised with their specific duties and with all ship arrangements, installations, equipment procedures and ship characteristics that are relevant to their routine or emergency duties. 

	With regard to familiarisation, what must the Company provide to the master of each ship? 
	Written instructions setting forth the policies and procedures to be followed to ensure that all seafarers who are newly employed on board the ship are given a reasonable opportunity to become familiar with the shipboard equipment, operating procedures and other arrangements needed for the proper performance of their duties, before being assigned to those duties. 

	What does STCW 95 require with regard to hours of work? 
	(1 ) All officers in charge of a watch or ratings forming part of a watch must have a minimum of 10 hours of rest in any 24-hour period. The minimum 10 hours may be reduced to not less than 6 hours provided that any such reduction must not extend beyond 2 days and not less than 70 hours rest are provided in each 7 day period. (2) The hours of rest may be divided into no more than 2 periods, one of which must be of at least 6 hours. (3) The requirements for rest periods need not be maintained during an emergency or drill or in an overriding operational condition. (4) Watch schedules must be posted. 

	In relation to the last answer, what does 'overriding operational conditions' mean? 
	Where essential shipboard work cannot be delayed for environmental or safety reasons or which could not reasonably have been anticipated at the start of the voyage. 


STCW Code
	Where can you find the technical requirements of STCW 95? 
	In the STCW Code (the Seafarers' Training, Certification and Watchkeeping Code). 

	How is the STCW Code arranged? 
	In two parts. Part A is mandatory and contains the minimum standards for seafarers. Part B contains guidance intended to help with implementation of the Convention. 

	Which part of the STCW Code deals with the master and deck department? 
	Chapter II. 

	Which part of the STCW Code deals with the engineering department? 
	Chapter III. 

	What provisions concerning training and qualifications of personnel on board ro-ro passenger ships are in the STCW Code? 
	There are special requirements in Chapter V. Crews must undergo training in technical aspects and in crowd management and human behaviour. 

	What Deck Department certificate categories does STCW 95 allow? 
	(1) Master; (2) Chief Mate; (3) OOW; and (4) Navigational Watch Rating. 

	What area categories are laid down for deck officers' certificates? 
	(1) Unrestricted; and (2) Near Coastal. 

	What tonnage categories or thresholds are provided for with respect to deck officer certificates? 
	(1) Unrestricted; (2) less than 3000 GT; and (3) less than 500 GT. 

	What Engine Department certificate categories does STCW 95 allow? 
	(1) Chief Engineer; (2) Second Engineer; (3) OOW; and (4) Engine Room Watch Rating. 

	What power thresholds are provided for with respect to engineer officers' certificates? 
	(1 ) 750 to 2999 kW; and (2) 3000 kW or more. 


UNCLOS
	Which international treaty lays down the rules of passage through waters in and off coastal states? 
	The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, widely known as UNCLOS. 

	What is UNCLOS? 
	The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, a treaty document which attempts to codify the international law of the sea. It came into force internationally on 16 November 1994. 

	What are the main provisions of UNCLOS that concern a ship's master and officers? 
	UNCLOS sets the maximum width of a state's Territorial Sea at 12 nautical miles, with a Contiguous Zone at 24 nautical miles from the baseline. It defines innocent passage through the Territorial Sea and defines transit passage through international straits. It defines Archipelagic States and allows for passage through Archipelagic Waters. It establishes Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) extending to 200 nautical miles from baselines. It defines the Continental Shelf and extends jurisdiction over the resources of the shelf beyond 200 miles where appropriate. It defines the legal status of the High Seas and establishes regulations for the control of marine pollution. 
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	Where can states which are in dispute about their interpretation of UNCLOS take their arguments? 
	To competent courts such as the Law of the Sea Tribunal (in Hamburg) or International Court of Justice (in The Hague). 

	Where can you find more information about UNCLOS? 
	On the Internet (at www. un. org/Depts/los/losconv2. htm). 


National claims to jurisdiction
	What zones of coastal state jurisdiction does UNCLOS provide for? 
	(1) Internal Waters; (2) Territorial Sea; (3) Archipelagic Waters; (4) Contiguous Zone; (5) Fisheries Limits; (6) Continental Shelf; and (7) Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 


Baselines and Internal Waters
	Where is the baseline drawn from which the breadth of the UK's Territorial Sea is measured? 
	Generally, the baseline is the low-water line round the coast, including the coast of all islands, but between Cape Wrath and the Mull of Kintyre it is a series of straight lines joining specified points to seaward of the islands off the coast. Where there are well-defined bays elsewhere, lines not more than 24 nautical miles in length are drawn across them. 

	To what extent does a coastal state have jurisdiction over ships in its Internal Waters? 
	Internal Waters form part of the territory of the coastal state. All vessels, whether owned privately or commercially, by the act of voluntarily entering Internal Waters, place themselves within the jurisdiction of the coastal state. 

	In what circumstances do foreign flag vessels have a right of innocent passage through a state's Internal Waters? 
	In three cases: (1) when baselines which have been redrawn enclose waters previously to seaward of the baselines; (2) in cases of force majeure, i. e. when vessels enter internal waters involuntarily due to distress, stress of weather or mechanical breakdown (in such cases jurisdiction remains with the flag state); (3) in the case of warships and other public vessels: these are granted special status in international law as they are regarded as agents of the sovereign. All sovereigns are immune from the jurisdiction of other states and their vessels are granted immunity, provided they enter Internal Waters with the coastal state's consent. 

	Do coastal states generally enforce their own laws on foreign flag vessels in their internal waters? 
	No, except where their 'particular interests are engaged', e. g. when an offence by a vessel affects the peace and good order of the port (including breach of customs and immigration regulations), or when the master of the vessel requests the coastal state to assert jurisdiction (e. g. when passengers are disorderly), or when a person other than a crew member (e. g. a stevedore) is involved, or when the vessel breaches local regulations on pollution, navigation, pilotage, etc. 


Territorial Sea
	How would you know when you were in a coastal state's Territorial Sea? 
	By fixing my ship's position and checking Annual Notice to Mariners No. 12 (National Claims to Maritime Jurisdiction). This lists the width of the Territorial Sea (TS), Contiguous Zone (CZ), Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), and (where no EEZ is claimed) Fishery Zone (FZ) for all maritime states. Since many states have different claims I would never assume simply from my distance from the coast that I was in one zone or another. 

	What basic right does any merchant ship have in a coastal state's Territorial Sea? 
	The right of innocent passage through it. 

	What activities would not be considered 'innocent' by the coastal state? 
	Threat or use of force against the coastal state; weapons practices; intelligence-gathering; propaganda activities; operation of aircraft; landing or taking on board of any military device; breaches of the customs, fiscal, immigration and sanitary laws of the coastal state; acts of wilful and serious pollution; fishing; research and surveying activities; interference with the communications and any other facilities and installations of the coastal State; any other activity not having a direct bearing on passage. 

	You are on passage through the Territorial Sea of a coastal state. To what extent does the coastal state have jurisdiction over your vessel? 
	Although my vessel has a right of innocent passage through it, she must comply with legislation affecting its conduct, including those dealing with: safety of navigation and the regulation of maritime traffic; protection of navigational aids and facilities, cables and pipelines; conservation of living resources; enforcement of fisheries laws and regulations; protection of the marine environment; control of scientific research and hydrographic surveying; enforcement of customs, fiscal, immigration and sanitary laws. She must also comply with the Collision Regulations. 

	What is the maximum width of Territorial Sea allowed by UNCLOS? 
	12 nautical miles from the baseline. (The UK does not recognise claims to territorial seas exceeding 12 nautical miles although several states claim more than this. ) 

	When did the UK extend its Territorial Sea from 3 to 12 miles? 
	Following the passing of the Territorial Sea Act 1987 in that year. 


A-8 
BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
	You are on passage through the Territorial Sea of a coastal state. In what circumstances could the coastal state exercise criminal jurisdiction over your vessel? 
	(1 ) If the consequences of a crime on or by my ship extend to the coastal state; (2) if a crime on or by my ship disturbs the peace of the country or the good order of the territorial sea; (3) if I (as master) or an agent of my vessel's flag state requests the coastal state to exercise jurisdiction; or (4) if jurisdiction is necessary to suppress the illicit traffic of narcotic drugs or psychotrophic substances. 


Contiguous Zone

	What is a Contiguous Zone, and to what extent does a coastal state have jurisdiction over ships in its Contiguous Zone? 
	It is a zone in which the coastal state has a combination of revenue and public health or quarantine jurisdiction. It allows the coastal state to detain vessels beyond the Territorial Sea if there are reasonable grounds for assuming they are about to violate customs or public health regulations, e. g. vessels being used to smuggle narcotics, guns or illegal immigrants into the coastal state. Vessels carrying noxious or dangerous substances or waste may be turned away on public health or environmental grounds. 

	How far from the baseline can a Contiguous Zone extend? 
	12 nautical miles beyond the Territorial Sea limit. (The UK does not recognise claims to Contiguous Zones exceeding 24 nautical miles. ) 


High Seas

	What are the High Seas? 
	All parts of the sea not included in the EEZ, Territorial Sea or Internal Waters of a state, or in the Archipelagic Waters of an Archipelagic State. 

	What freedoms does freedom of the High Seas' comprise? 
	Freedom of: (1) navigation; (2) overflight; (3) to lay submarine cables and pipelines; (4) to construct artificial islands and other installations permitted under international law; (5) fishing; and (6) scientific research. 

	In the event of a collision or other incident of navigation involving your ship when on the High Seas, which authorities have penal or disciplinary powers over you? 
	Under UNCLOS, no penal or disciplinary proceedings may be commenced against me as master, or any other person in the service of the ship, except by the judicial or administrative authorities either of the flag state or the state of which that person is a national. 


Straits Transit Passage

	You are steaming out of the Caribbean through a narrow strait between two island states. What rights of passage, if any, does your vessel have? 
	The right of straits Transit Passage. States bordering straits may not impede Transit Passage and must give appropriate publicity to any navigational dangers. Transit Passage cannot be suspended, but coastal states have a limited right to regulate passage through straits. They may establish sea lanes and traffic separation schemes which vessels must observe. 


Archipelagic Waters

	What are Archipelagic Wafers? 
	Waters established for mid-ocean Archipelagic States (e. g. Fiji). They have a similar status to that of the Territorial Sea, but the coastal state is bound by a number of additional obligations regarding access to traditional fishing grounds, for other legitimate activities and for the maintenance and replacement of existing submarine cables. As in the Territorial Sea, foreign flag vessels have a right of innocent passage through Archipelagic Waters. 


Fisheries Zone

	What types of Fisheries Zone does UNCLOS provide for? 
	Although not specifically mentioned in UNCLOS, there is a recognised Inshore Fisheries Zone (IFZ) of 12 nautical miles within which the coastal state may exercise exclusive rights to living resources. Beyond this is the Extended Fisheries Zone (EFZ) extending to a maximum distance of 200 nautical miles and within which coastal states may exercise preferential rights over fish stocks. (The UK claims an EFZ of 200 nautical miles but does not recognise claims to Fisheries Zones exceeding 200 nautical miles. ) 


Continental Shelf

	What is a Continental Shelf? 
	A resource zone (but not a security zone), which is defined geologically. It may extend well beyond 200 nautical miles from the baseline. (A maximum of 350 nautical miles is specified. ) It does not form part of the territory of the coastal state and the seas above the continental shelf remain 'high seas' if an EFZ is declared (but not if an EEZ is declared). The UK claims jurisdiction over its Continental Shelf 

	What resources may be extracted where a coastal state claims a Continental Shelf? 
	Mineral and other non-living resources of the sea-bed and subsoil together with living organisms belonging to sedentary species. 

	What rights to the resources does the coastal state have, where it declares a Continental Shelf? 
	Rights to all resources of the shelf are exclusive to the coastal state. The coastal state has the 'exclusive right to construct and to authorize and regulate the construction, operation and use of artificial islands, installations and structures, for the purposes of exploiting the resources of the Continental Shelf. The coastal state has exclusive jurisdiction over these "with regard to customs, fiscal, health, safety and immigration laws and regulations'. Safety zones of not more than 500 metres may be established within which the coastal state 'may take 
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	appropriate measures to ensure the safety of navigation and of the artificial islands, installations and structures' within them. (Safety zones have been established around oil and gas installations on the UK Continental Shelf and criminal and civil UK jurisdiction has been extended to these zones. ) 


Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)

	What is an Exclusive Economic Zone, or EEZ? 
	A zone within which the coastal state has rights and duties in relation to natural resources. Freedom of navigation is the same as on the high seas, but in the interests of safety near offshore installations, coastal states may restrict navigation in the EEZ. 

	What is the UK's position in respect of EEZs? 
	The UK does not claim an EEZ and does not recognise claims to EEZs exceeding 200 nautical miles. 

	How far from the baseline can a coastal state's EEZ extend? 
	To a maximum of 200 nautical miles from the baseline 

	Where the coastal state has declared an EEZ, where do High Seas commence? 
	If an EEZ has been declared, the coastal state's rights and jurisdiction are increased to the extent that the zone can no longer be described as 'high seas. (If there is no EEZ, high seas commence where territorial seas end. ) 


OTHER INTERNATIONAL TREATIES AND RULES CONCERNING SHIPPING
	United Nations agencies 

	Which United Nations agencies other than IMO make conventions that concern merchant ships? 
	(1) International Labour Organization (ILO) (ILO Conventions); (2) International Telecommunications Union (ITU) (International Radio Regulations), and (3) World Health Organization (WHO) (International Health Regulations). 

	International Labour Organization (ILO) 

	What is the ILO? 
	The International Labour Organization, a specialised agency of the United Nations dealing with employment and workers' welfare matters. Its members are 170 states which are represented at conferences by two government delegates, a worker delegate and an employer delegate. Its main aim is to raise standards for workers (of all kinds) internationally. Its headquarters are in Geneva, Switzerland. 

	How does ILO achieve its aim of raising workers' standards? 
	Through numerous Conventions and Recommendations, several of which are directly concerned with seafarers. 

	What is the legal status of ILO Conventions? 
	ILO Conventions are not law in any Member State unless first ratified by incorporation into the national law through domestic legislation. An ILO Convention is binding on every State which ratifies it. 

	What kind of matters are ILO conventions concerned with in relation to seafarers? 
	Seafarers' health, safety and welfare matters, mostly. 

	What are the subjects of some ILO conventions concerning seafarers? 
	Hours of work, repatriation, social security, sickness insurance, pensions, sickness benefit, annual leave with pay, redundancy, medical examination, articles of agreement. 

	Which important ILO Convention is called the Minimum Standards Convention? 
	ILO 147. 

	What does the Minimum Standards Convention require? 
	It requires ratifying states to have: (1) regulations laying down for ships registered in their territory; (2) safety standards, including standards of competency, hours of work and manning; (3) appropriate social security measures; (4) shipboard conditions of employment and living arrangements where these are not already provided for by collective agreements or courts. 

	European Port State Control inspectors check to see that various IMO Conventions are being complied with. Are any ILO Conventions also enforced? 
	Yes, ILO 147, the Minimum Standards Convention. 

	How do European Port State Control inspectors enforce ILO 147? 
	By checking to see that the requirements of certain other ILO conventions are being applied, i. e. those dealing with Minimum Age, Medical Examinations, Prevention of Accidents, Crew Accommodation, Crews' Food and Catering, and Officers' Competency Certificates. 

	Can a ship be detained in Europe for failure to comply with ILO 147? 
	Yes. 

	Hague Rules, Hague-Visby Rules and Hamburg Rules 

	What are the chief international agreements regulating the carriage of cargo under Bill of Lading terms? 
	The Hague Rules and the Hague-Visby Rules are applied by most countries, but some countries have adopted the Hamburg Rules. (See Section F for questions on these rules. ) 

	York-Antwerp Rules 

	Which internationally agreed rules regulate the adjustment of General Average? 
	The York-Antwerp Rules. (See Section H for questions on General Average. ) 
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	Athens Convention 

	Which international convention regulates the international carriage of passengers and their luggage by sea? 
	The Athens Convention 1974. It is due to be revised by IMO.


	Can the requirements of the Athens Convention be applied by a Party State to cover the carriage of passengers on domestic sailings? 
	Yes. The UK applies the Athens Convention requirements to passenger ships on domestic (i. e. non-international) voyages, e. g. Caledonian-MacBrayne ferries.

	What is the purpose of the Athens Convention? 
	It establishes the carrier's extent of liability for death or injury to passengers, or for loss of or damage to passengers' luggage.

	Does the Athens Convention have legal force in the UK? 
	Yes, it was given legal effect by MS Act 1979. Its application was extended by SI in 1987 to include domestic carriers (e. g. CalMac) as well as international carriers.
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Section B: The Flag State
	UK LAW 

	Legislation 

	What is primary legislation? 
	Acts of Parliament, e. g. the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974.

	How is an Act of Parliament passed? 
	It is introduced to Parliament as a Bill, given a series of readings by both Houses, goes before a Committee, and if passed is given the Royal Assent before entering into force on a specified date.

	What is secondary (or delegated) legislation? 
	Statutory Instruments (SIs) made under Acts of Parliament, consisting mainly of Rules, Regulations and Orders, e. g. the Merchant Shipping (Load Line) Rules.

	How are Merchant Shipping Statutory Instruments produced and given legal force? 
	They are drafted by the DETR, laid before Parliament for approval, given the consent of both Houses by resolution, and come into force on a specified date.

	How are the sections of different types of legislation designated? 
	Acts have Sections, e. g. Section 131 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. Orders have Articles, e. g. Article 3(1) of the MS (Prevention of Pollution) (Amendment) Order 1998. Regulations have Regulations, e. g. Regulation 9 of the MS (Prevention of Pollution by Garbage) Regulations 1988.

	Types of law 

	What are the main types of law affecting UK seafarers? 
	Criminal law, European Community (EC) law and Admiralty law. Other categorisations are statute law and common law.

	What is civil law concerned with? 
	Rights and duties of individuals and companies towards each other.

	Where or how is civil law made? 
	Mainly by decisions of judges in the civil courts (i. e. case law).

	What is criminal law concerned with? 
	Offences against the State, punishable by the State.

	Where or how is criminal law made? 
	Nowadays by primary and secondary legislation of Parliament. Most criminal offences are statutory offences, but there are also some ancient common law offences, such as 'public nuisance'.

	What is Admiralty law concerned with, and who deals with it? 
	Collisions; damage to cargo; salvage; maritime liens; arrest of ships and cargo. It is made, and dealt with, by Admiralty judges. The High Court in London has an Admiralty Division of the Queen's Bench. Certain other courts, e. g. County Courts and Sheriff Courts, also have Admiralty jurisdiction.

	What is common law? 
	The body of UK law which is mostly judge-made, as well as ancient customs. It can be found in legal textbooks (e. g. Scrutton on Charterparties) but not in Parliamentary statutes.

	What is statute law? 
	The body of UK law contained in Acts of Parliament and subordinate (or delegated) legislation.

	What authority does EC law have in the UK? 
	EC Regulations are binding in the UK and require no adoption by Parliament. They apply directly, taking precedence over British law.

	Are EC Directives binding in the UK, and do any affect shipping? 
	Yes. Several EC Directives concerning shipping have already been implemented by merchant shipping regulations.

	Legal terms 

	Following a collision whilst berthing, you receive a letter from the master of the other vessel inviting you to a damage survey, with the words 'without prejudice' in the heading. What does this mean? 
	The letter cannot be used as evidence in any court action involving the two parties (the owners of our ships) without the consent of both of them. This enables the parties to negotiate a settlement of the dispute without implying any admission of liability.

	National limits of jurisdiction 

	What national limits of jurisdiction does the UK claim? 
	(1) Territorial Sea extending 12NM; and (2) an Extended Fishing Zone of 200NM. Rights are exercised also on the UK Continental Shelf. (See Section A for details. )

	Jurisdiction over ships and seafarers 

	In which waters may UK merchant shipping law be applied to foreign merchant ships and crews? 
	In (1 ) Internal Waters; and (2) the Territorial Sea.

	What laws are UK ships and seafarers subject to when they are outside UK waters? 
	While in port or in the Territorial Sea of another state: (1) UK law (i. e. flag state law); and (2) local law (i. e. port state law). While on the High Seas: UK law (i. e. flag state law) only.
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	COURT PROCEDURES, OFFENCES and PENALTIES 

	Court procedures 

	Most merchant shipping statutory instruments provide for two grades of penalty: one 'on summary conviction' and the other 'on conviction on indictment'. What is the difference between summary conviction and conviction on indictment? 
	Summary conviction is a conviction by magistrates in England or Wales, or a sheriff in Scotland, following a trial in which summary procedure is used. There is no jury, and the judge(s) decide questions of both fact and law; their sentencing powers are limited. It is used mainly for minor offences. Conviction on indictment is for more serious offences. The conviction is by a jury (of 12 in England or Wales, or 15 in Scotland), who decide questions of fact, while the judge decides questions of law only. Fines may be unlimited but prison terms are limited. 

	If you breached the Merchant Shipping (Means of Access) Regulations, which type of law would you be breaching - civil or criminal, and where would your case be heard? 
	I would be breaching the criminal law. (Virtually all breaches of merchant shipping legislation constitute criminal acts, punishable by fines or imprisonment, or both. ) The case would be heard in a criminal court, e. g. a magistrate's court in England, Wales or Northern Ireland, or a sheriff court in Scotland. 

	In the above case, what kind of court procedure would be used? 
	Summary procedure, which could lead to summary conviction. 

	Offences and penalties 

	What is the Standard Scale of Fines, and what is its purpose? 
	A scale of fines originally laid down by the Criminal Justice Act 1982 consisting of five levels, each equating to a monetary sum which is set for the time being and can be amended periodically by one piece of primary legislation which applies to all secondary legislation providing for fines on the Standard Scale. This saves the expense, time and complexities of amending numerous separate pieces of legislation providing for fines of specified sums, as many old SIs did. (Note: The corresponding primary legislation in Scotland is the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975. ) 

	What are the current monetary sums on the Standard Scale of Fines? 
	Level 1: £200; Level 2: £500; Level 3: £1000; Level 4: £2500; Level 5: £5000. These were set by section 17 of the Criminal Justice Act 1991. 

	What does the statutory maximum' mean where it is stated as the penalty for an offence under an SI? 
	At present, £5000. 

	For what offences could you, as master, be fined up to £250, 000 on summary conviction in the UK? 
	(1) Breach of section 131(3)(a), Merchant Shipping Act 1995 (illegal discharge of oil pollutants in UK national waters); and (2) breach of Regulations 12, 13 or 16 (the 'discharge regulations') of the MS (Prevention of Oil Pollution) Regulations 1996. 

	For what offences could you, as master, be fined up to £50, 000 on summary conviction in the UK? 
	(1) Concealing British nationality; (2) causing a ship to appear British; (3) failing to render assistance to other vessel following a collision; (4) ship 'dangerously unsafe' in a UK port; (5) disobeying 'Section 137' Government directions following a shipping casualty; (6) entering or leaving a UK port or terminal without a valid OPIC; (7) leaving a UK port in contravention of a Detention Order; (8) carrying passengers in excess of the number permitted by the Passenger Certificate or Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; (9) proceeding against the traffic flow in a traffic separation scheme. 

	For what offences could you, as master, be fined up to £25, 000 on summary conviction in the UK? 
	(1 ) Discharge of noxious liquid substances into UK national waters (i. e. waters inside UK baselines) navigable by sea-going ships; and (2) illegal disposal of garbage by UK ships anywhere, and by other ships in UK waters. 

	OFFICIAL BODIES and OFFICIALS 

	Flag state administration 

	What is a flag state administration? 
	The official body responsible in a state for carrying out the functions of a flag state. In most cases, the administration is the government of the state, although some small states delegate their shipping responsibilities to another body. 

	Which official body is the flag state administration of the UK? 
	The UK Government, represented by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR). 

	What are the functions of a flag state administration? 
	Setting, monitoring and enforcing standards of safety and pollution prevention on vessels flying the State's flag; enforcing international standards of safety and pollution prevention on foreign ships visiting the State's ports; drawing up, setting and enforcing statutory merchant shipping regulations for the Flag State; surveying and inspecting vessels in accordance with domestic and international regulations; setting and enforcing standards of seafarers' competency; investigating accidents involving ships flying the State's flag and ships of other flags when in the State's waters; approving equipment types for vessels 
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	under international regulations; advising on matters such as loading of hazardous cargoes and other safety matters; maintaining a register of ships flying the State's flag. 

	Which official bodies are the flag state administrations of (1) the USA; (2) Norway; (3) Australia? 
	(1 ) The United States Coast Guard (USCG); (2) the Norwegian Maritime Directorate (NMD); (3) Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA). 

	Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions (DETR) 

	Who are the main DETR officials with whom shipmasters might have business? 
	Marine Office superintendents, and ship surveyors. (Proper officers, although not DETR officials, also carry out certain DETR functions abroad. ) 

	Which two executive agencies of the DETR are concerned with shipping? 
	The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) and the Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB). 

	Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA) 

	Which two agencies of the DETR merged on 1st April 1998 to become the MCA? 
	The Marine Safety Agency (MSA) and the Coastguard Agency. 

	Where are the headquarters of the MCA? 
	Spring Place, Southampton, England. 

	What are the main functions of MCA surveyors? 
	Survey and certification of ships' safety equipment; inspecting crew accommodation and related matters; inspecting pollution prevention arrangements on ships; random general safety inspections of UK and foreign ships; random inspections of the condition, loading and storage on ships of packaged dangerous goods; inspecting shipboard operational arrangements for the loading and unloading of oil, chemical and gas tankers and offshore support vessels; inspecting arrangements relating to occupational health and safety of seafarers; safe manning and certification of crews; diving operation activities from UK flag vessels outside the jurisdiction of HSE; eyesight testing of deck officer candidates; oral examination of candidates for certificates of competency. 

	What powers do MCA surveyors have in connection with inspecting ship's documents? 
	Powers to require the owner, master, or any of the crew to produce any official log book or other documents relating to the crew or any member of the crew on their possession or control; powers to require the master to produce a list of all persons on board his ship, and take copies or extracts from the official log books or other such documents; powers to muster the crew; and powers to require the master to appear and give any explanation concerning the ship or her crew or the official log books or documents produced or required to be produced. 

	How would you make a complaint about an MCA official? 
	The MCA's Code of Practice advises customers to complain to the Chief Surveyor of the District or Head Office, or write to him. In matters related to the RSS, the complaint should be made to the Registrar General, who is based at MCA Southampton. 

	What are the MCA's stations around the UK called? 
	Marine Offices. 

	In which places in the UK are MCA Marine Offices located? 
	Aberdeen, Belfast, Cardiff, Glasgow, Great Yarmouth, Beverley (Hull), Leith, Liverpool, Orpington (London), Newcastle, Plymouth and Southampton. 

	Which officials or other persons can detain a British ship under UK law? 
	Under MSA 1995, any commissioned naval or military officer; any DETR officer; any officer of customs and excise; and any British consular officer. 

	Who are MARPOL surveyors? 
	Surveyors appointed or authorised (and paid fees) by the MCA for the purposes of exercising control procedures under MARPOL Annex II (which covers noxious liquid substances carried in bulk). They are not normally MCA surveyors and do not have the same range of powers as MCA surveyors. They are listed, and have their duties set out, in MIN 57. Their chief duties are to attend the completion of unloading of all Category A substances and verify that the prewash has been conducted in accordance with the MS (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) Regulations; to attend where the unloading of Category B and C substances cannot be carried out in accordance with the ship's Procedures and Arrangements Manual; to attend vessels such as OSVs to verify that cargo tanks that have contained NLSs of Categories A, B or C have been cleaned and that the residues have been discharged to port reception facilities in accordance with the ship's P & A Manual. They may endorse the ship's Cargo Record Book but may only exempt ships from the NLS Regulations in certain specified circumstances. They must provide quarterly returns to the MCA. 
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	Most international conventions, such as SOLAS and MARPOL, apply to ships on international voyages. Does this mean that UK ships on domestic voyages are exempt-from safety, pollution and load line laws? 
	No. The DETR uses its powers under the Merchant Shipping Acts to apply UK regulations, in some cases with equivalent provisions to the international requirements, to domestic trading vessels, as well as ships on international voyages. For example, a UK ferry on a domestic route must have a UKOPP Certificate if she does not have an IOPPC. 

	What documents are available from HMSO that explain what MCA surveyors will look for in statutory surveys ? 
	Instructions to Surveyors, published by HMSO. These A4 ring folders are available from Government Bookshops and deal with a range of subjects including LSA, Fire Fighting Equipment, Load Lines, Oil Pollution, Garbage and Tonnage Measurement. 

	What is the role of the MCA's Enforcement Unit? 
	To enforce UK merchant shipping and anti-pollution legislation on UK ships and in UK waters and to ensure the prosecution of offenders in breach of the law whenever appropriate. The Unit also raises the MCA's profile as an enforcement agency. 

	Where would you find details of successful recent prosecutions by the MCA? 
	On the MCA's website at WWW. mcagency. org. uk 

	Merchant Shipping Notices, Marine Guidance Notes and Marine Information Notes 

	What types of Merchant Shipping Notice are published by the MCA? 
	(1) Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs); (2) Marine Guidance Notes (MGNs); and (3) Marine Information Notes (MINs). 

	Is there a statutory requirement to carry MSNs, MGNs and MINs on board? 
	Yes. However, the Carriage of Nautical Publications Regulations require that of the publications listed in Part B of the Schedule (which includes MSNs, MGNs and MINs), 'only those parts relevant to a ship's voyage and operation must be carried'. This means, for example, that merchant ships do not have to carry MSNs, MGNs and MINs with an (F) suffix, since they are intended for a fishing industry readership. Nor would a containership have to carry MSN 1673(M), which concerns only ro-ro ferries. 

	What colour are MSNs, MGNs and MINs? 
	MSNs are white; MGNs are blue; MINs are green. 

	What kind of information do Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs) contain? 
	In the case of new MSNs (with an 'MSN' prefix as distinct from an 'M' prefix), mandatory information. In many cases this is the technical content of SIs. Older MSNs ('M' Notices) contain advice and guidance information, which role is now that of MGNs and MINs. 

	What kind of information do Marine Guidance Notes (MGNs) contain? 
	Advice and guidance information. MGNs have the functions of the old-style 'M' Notices. 

	What kind of information do Marine Information Notes (MINs) contain? 
	Information for a limited readership, with a limited period of validity. 

	What is the latest MSN concerning the ship or ship's equipment? 
	Answer to be supplied by reader. (The contents of this and other relevant MSNs should be noted before the Oral exam. ) 

	What is the latest MSN concerning crew matters? 
	Answer to be supplied by reader. (The contents of this and other relevant MSNs should be noted before the Oral exam. ) 

	What were the last three MSNs to be published? 
	Answer to be supplied by reader. 

	What were the last three MGNs to be published? 
	Answer to be supplied by reader. 

	Why are there gaps amongst the latest Merchant Shipping Notice numbers? 
	There are always several notices in preparation with pre-designated numbers, and publication in strict numerical sequence is impossible. 

	Superintendents and Proper Officers 

	Who are Superintendents, and what are their functions? 
	DETR officials at UK Marine Offices empowered by MSA 1995 to deal with: issue, endorsement and withdrawal, etc. of seamen's documents; engagement of seamen and exemption provisions; discharge of seamen; seamen's wages and allotments; resolution of wages disputes; relief and repatriation of seamen left behind; returns and reports of births and deaths at sea; inquiries into deaths on board ships, etc.; property of deceased seamen; official log books; manning of merchant ships; seamen's health and safety; receipt and onward delivery of ships' documents; complaints by seamen about provisions or water; complaints about seaworthiness of ships; and inquiries into misconduct of seamen. 

	Who are Proper Officers, and what are their functions? 
	(1 ) In foreign ports, consular officers (i. e. British Consuls and consular officials of British High Commissions); and (2) in ports in non-foreign countries outside the UK (e. g. in Dependent Territories such as Bermuda and Gibraltar), any officers in those ports who exercise similar functions to those of a Marine Office superintendent. (These officials are known as Shipping Masters. ) 

	With what aspects of ship's business might a Proper Officer be concerned? 
	Engagement and discharge of crew, crew agreements, list of crew, and exemption provisions; seamen's wages and wages disputes; relief and repatriation of seamen left behind; returns and reports of births and deaths at sea; inquiries into deaths; official log books; manning of ships; health, provisions and water, seamen's documents; depositions 
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	(protests) and certified log extracts, and many other matters. 

	Where would you expect to find a British Consulate? 
	In the chief commercial centres in foreign countries. Consulates are not necessarily in ports. 

	Do all foreign countries have British Embassies? 
	No; Commonwealth countries have a British High Commission instead of an embassy. 

	If you were the British master of a Liberian-flagged ship, would you go to a British consulate on ship's business in a foreign port? 
	No. British Consuls have no responsibility for the affairs of ships which are not British ships, i. e. not 'Red Ensign Group' ships. The Liberian government representative in the port, if any, would be the appropriate person to go to in this case. I would be able to seek the assistance of the British Consul on personal business, however. 

	Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB)                See Section E for questions on accidents 

	What is the MAIB, and what are its functions? 
	The Marine Accident Investigation Branch, an agency of the DETR headed by the Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents. It investigates accidents at sea and on board ships, with the aim of determining what caused an accident in order to prevent it from happening again. The Chief Inspector publishes reports on accidents with recommendations and lessons to be learned. 

	Where are the MAIB's and Chief Inspector's duties defined? 
	In the MS (Accident Reporting and Investigation) Regulations 1999, which are explained in MGN 115. 

	Is the MAIB part of or under the control of the MCA? 
	No, it is totally independent from the MCA so that the Chief Inspector may, if he believes it necessary, be critical of MCA. The Chief Inspector answers directly to the Secretary of State. 

	What incidents may the MAIB investigate? 
	An accident or serious injury, if it involves a UK ship or any other ship in UK waters, or if the MAIB agrees to a request to undertake an investigation on behalf of another flag state. Hazardous incidents may also be investigated. 

	Will the master be notified if the MAIB decides to investigate a reported incident? 
	Should the MAIB decide to start an investigation, the master or owner will be notified within 28 days of receipt of the initial report from the ship. 

	Registry of Shipping and Seamen (RSS)            See Section D for questions on ship registration 

	What is the RSS, and what are its functions? 
	The Registry of Shipping and Seamen, a branch of the MCA located at Cardiff. It registers and maintains a computerised central register of UK merchant ships, fishing vessels and yachts; allocates Official Numbers and approves names of ships; issues and revalidates seafarers' certificates; issues other seamen's documents such as discharge books and seamen's cards; issues medals to seamen and has custody of records of medals and awards to seamen; maintains a record of the Merchant Navy Reserve on behalf of the Ministry of Defence; registers all births and deaths at sea; administers (on behalf of DETR) the Crew Relief Scheme (to assist shipowners with costs of flying UK seafarers to and from ships joined or left abroad); has custody of Crew Agreements and Lists, Official Log Books, and Radio Logs; has custody of seamen's records for verification of sea service; maintains the central record of British Seamen's Cards and Discharge Books; and maintains the Register of Certificates of Competency and Service and issue of copy certificates. 

	Marine Pollution Control Unit (MPCU) 

	What is the MPCU, and what are its functions? 
	The Marine Pollution Control Unit, part of the Coastguard Agency. It has responsibility for UK national contingency arrangements for dealing with oil and chemical pollution incidents around the UK coasts and for co-ordinating the beach cleaning response of UK local authorities when pollution comes ashore. It monitors spillages and decides how they can best be dealt with. It has resources including emergency cargo transfer equipment, dispersant spraying and remote sensing aircraft, dispersant spraying tugs and some mechanical oil recovery equipment and for onshore operations it holds stockpiles of specialised beach cleaning equipment. Permanent personnel are supplemented by a commercially contracted specialist 'strike team' for dealing with chemical spillages. 

	Radiocommunications Agency (RA) 

	What is the RA, and what are its functions in connection with ships? 
	The Radiocommunications Agency, an executive agency of the Department of Trade and Industry. It allocates and assigns frequencies and is responsible for the issue (under the provisions of the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949) of Ship Radio Licences of various categories, although this function has been contracted out to Wray Castle, a private radio college in England. 
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	Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

	What functions does the Health and Safety Executive have in connection with ships, and where may it exercise them? 
	It enforces the Health and Safety at Work, etc. Act 1974 and subordinate legislation (e. g. COSHH Regulations) in all premises (including ships) in Great Britain. HSE inspectors have the same powers to inspect premises, ships and offshore installations as DETR inspectors, may issue improvement and prohibition notices and may bring prosecutions for breaches of relevant legislation. 

	What are the COSHH Regulations? 
	The Control of Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations 1994 (SI 1994/3246). They are intended to control the exposure of employees in the Great Britain to hazardous substances such as toxic, harmful, corrosive or irritant substances. Employers to required to make risk assessments, take control measures, undertake monitoring and health surveillance, and give instruction, information and training. 

	Does the legislation enforced by the HSE apply anywhere outside Great Britain? 
	Yes, on UK sector offshore oil and gas installations. Under the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974 (Application Outside Great Britain) Order 1989 health and safety legislation applies to: offshore installations and any activities on them; certain activities carried out in connection with offshore installations, whether carried out from the installation or from a vessel, including inspection; testing; loading; unloading; fuelling; construction; reconstruction; alteration; repair; maintenance; cleaning; demolition; dismantling; diving operations; and any activities immediately preparatory to any of these activities. (The legislation applies regardless of the flag state of the vessel from which an activity is carried out. ) 

	Who enforces health and safety legislation in Northern Ireland? 
	The Health and Safety Inspectorate of the Department of Economic Development. 

	INQUIRIES and INVESTIGATIONS 

	What kinds of inquiry and investigation may be held in the UK concerning marine accidents? 
	(1) MAIB Inspector's Investigations; (2) MAIB Inspector's Inquiries; (3) a Formal Investigation. Where a death has occurred, a 'Section 271 Inquiry' or a Coroner's Inquest may also be held, depending on where it occurred. 

	What kinds of inquiry may be held in the UK concerning seafarers' competence or conduct? 
	(1) Inquiries into the Fitness or Conduct of Officers ('Section 61 Inquiries'); and (2) Inquiries into the Fitness or Conduct of Seamen other than Officers ('Section 63 Inquiries'). 

	Formal Investigations  

	What is the UK's official inquiry into a ship's loss called, and who can order it? 
	A Formal Investigation. The Secretary of State for Transport can order it, whether or not the MAIB have made their own inquiry. 

	Who conducts Formal Investigations? 
	In England, Wales or Northern Ireland, a Wreck Commissioner; in Scotland, a Sheriff. 

	Can a Court of Formal Investigation order an officer to attend as a witness? 
	Yes. The Magistrates' Courts Act 1952 (which compels the attendance of witnesses and production of evidence) applies to a Formal Investigation as if it were a magistrate's court, or sheriff court in Scotland. 

	Does a Wreck Commissioner or Sheriff have the power to cancel or suspend a certificate of competency? 
	Yes, if they are satisfied that an officer caused or contributed to an accident. They may alternatively censure the officer. Legal costs may also be awarded against the officer. 

	Section 61 Inquiries  

	What is a Section 61 Inquiry? 
	An MCA inquiry into the fitness or conduct of an officer. 

	In what circumstances can a Section 61 Inquiry be held? 
	When it appears to the DETR that (1 ) an officer is unfit to discharge duties, by reason of incompetence, misconduct or any other reason; or (2) has been seriously negligent in the discharge of his duties; or (3) has failed to render assistance and exchange information after a collision. 

	What action can the DETR take if they think fit, pending the outcome of the Section 61 Inquiry? 
	Suspend the officer's certificate. 

	Can an officer whose certificate has been suspended appeal against the suspension? 
	Yes, in England to the High Court or in Scotland to the Court of Session. These courts have powers to terminate the suspension. 

	Section 63 Inquiries  

	What is a Section 63 Inquiry? 
	An MCA inquiry into the fitness or conduct of a seaman other than an officer. 

	In what circumstances can a Section 63 Inquiry be held? 
	When the MCA is considering cancelling the certificate of a person other than an officer, either for incompetence, misconduct or any other reason, they must give him written notice. The seaman can require his case to be dealt with by an inquiry held by one or more persons appointed by the DETR. 
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	What could be the outcome of a Section 63 Inquiry? 
	The officials holding the inquiry may confirm the DETR's decision and cancel or suspend the certificate, or censure the seaman, or make an order for costs. 

	Section 271 Inquiries, Coroners' Inquests and Fatal Accident and Sudden Deaths Inquiries 

	What types of inquiry are held in the UK after a death on a ship or loss of someone from a merchant ship? 
	(1) Where the death or loss occurred outside the UK's Territorial Sea (12NM limit) (i. e. beyond a Coroner's or Sheriffs jurisdiction), a 'Section 271 Inquiry; (2) where the death or loss occurred in the Territorial Sea off the coast of England, Wales or Northern Ireland, a Coroner's Inquest; (3) where the death or loss occurred in the Territorial Sea off the coast of Scotland, a Fatal Accident and Sudden Deaths Inquiry. 

	In what circumstances must a Section 271 Inquiry be held? 
	(1) When any person (including a passenger, stevedore, etc. ) dies in a UK ship or in a boat or liferaft from a UK ship, or (2) when the master or a seaman employed in a UK ship dies in a country outside the UK 
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Section C: The Shipowner, Operator and Manager

	SHIP COSTS 

	What are the three main groups of ship costs? 
	(1) Capital costs; (2) running costs (sometimes called operating costs); and (3) voyage costs. 

	What costs can be classified as capital costs? 
	Costs of acquiring the ship, e. g. purchase costs (paid to builder or previous owner), mortgage repayments, leasing charges, other loan charges, initial registration fees, taxes, bareboat charter hire. 

	What costs can be classified as running costs? 
	Costs of keeping the ship in a seaworthy and serviceable condition, including drydocking and survey costs, repair and maintenance costs, hull and machinery insurance premiums, crew costs, provisions, stores, water and lube oil costs. 

	What costs can be classified as voyage costs? 
	Costs associated with the ship's employment, i. e. bunkers costs, canal dues and port charges (including pilotage, towage, berth charges, agency fees, linesmen's charges and cargo or passenger-handling charges. ). 

	Which of the above costs might be paid by a voyage charterer instead of the owners? 
	Cargo-handling costs, where freight is payable on a 'free in and out' (FIO) basis. 

	Where a ship is time-chartered, which ship costs are generally paid by the time charterer? 
	The voyage costs. Since the time charterer is the beneficiary of the ship's revenue (i. e. freight) during the period of hire, he is responsible for the costs of earning that revenue. 

	Which party - the shipowners or charterers - pays loading and discharging costs? 
	(1) In the liner trades, the shipowner generally pays, since he uses his own equipment and labour, or hires it. In these cases the freight is payable on a 'liner terms' or 'gross terms' basis. (2) Under a voyage charter it will depend on the terms of the charterparty. In the wet and dry bulk trades the usual agreement is 'free in and out' (FIO), which means that the charterer pays loading and discharging costs, making these costs 'free' to the shipowner. Charterparty terms may be 'liner in/free out' or 'free in/liner out' depending on the agreed arrangements at each end. 

	How can you, as master, have an effect on the shipowner's insurance costs? 
	The more incidents involving my ship which result in the owner making a claim on his insurers, the higher his deductible is likely to be when the insurance is renewed. This applies to the P&l policy deductible as well as the hull and machinery policy deductible. The less careful I am when berthing my ship, or my chief officer is when organising cargo ventilation, the higher the deductible may be in future. 

	STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS OF OWNERS 

	What two obligations concerning the safety of the ship does Merchant Shipping Act 1995 impose on shipowners or operators? 
	(1 ) A statutory obligation of owners as to seaworthiness in Section 42, and (2) a statutory duty as to safe operation in Section 100. 

	What does Section 42 of MSA 1995 provide? 
	It provides that in every contract of employment between the owner of a UK ship and its master or any seaman employed in the ship, there will be an implied obligation on the owner (1) that the owner, the master and every agent charged with loading the ship, preparing it for sea or sending it to sea must use all reasonable means to ensure the seaworthiness of the ship for the voyage at its commencement, and (2) that the ship will be kept in a seaworthy condition for the voyage during the voyage. This obligation cannot be contracted out of (e. g. by a contradictory term in the Crew Agreement). 

	What does Section 100 of MSA 1995 provide? 
	It provides that it will be the duty of the owner of a UK ship (or any other ship in UK waters proceeding to or from a UK port) to take all reasonable steps to secure that the ship is operated in a safe manner. (This does not apply where the ship is proceeding to or from the UK port due to weather conditions. ) 

	ISM CODE 

	Application and purpose of ISM Code 

	What is the proper name of the ISM Code? 
	The International Management Code for the Safe Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention (International Safety Management (ISM) Code). 

	Which IMO Convention, and which part of it, makes the ISM Code mandatory? 
	SOLAS, Chapter IX. 

	Which ships does the ISM Code apply to? 
	(1) All passenger ships (including passenger high-speed craft)(of any tonnage) of states which are party to SOLAS, when on international voyages; and (2) all cargo ships (including cargo high-speed craft) of 500 GT or over and mobile offshore drilling units (MODUs) of 500 GT or over of states which are party to SOLAS, when on international voyages. (Individual flag states may, however, choose to extend its 
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	requirements to smaller ships under their flags, or to ships on domestic voyages, i. e. non-SOLAS ships. ) 

	Can the ISM Code be applied to any other ships? 
	Yes. Application of the ISM Code to ship types outside the scope of SOLAS Chapter IX is subject to determination by each flag state Administration. 

	How can a flag state apply the ISM Code's requirements to vessels of types which the Code does not apply to on its own? 
	By passing domestic legislation making the ISM Code's requirements applicable to those vessels. For example, the UK has done this in respect of ro-ro passenger ferries operating within the UK by means of the ISM Code (Ro-Ro Passenger Ferries) Regulations 1997. 

	Which ships does the ISM Code not apply to? 
	(1) Cargo ships and MODUs of under 500 GT when on international voyages; (2) all government-operated ships used for non-commercial purposes (whether on international voyages or not); and (3) all ships (including high-speed craft) and MODUs when not on international voyages. 

	For which ships did the ISM Code come into force on 1 July 1998? 
	All passenger ships (including passenger high-speed craft); and oil tankers, chemical tankers, gas carriers, bulk carriers and high speed cargo ships of 500 GT or over, on international voyages. 

	For which ships does the ISM Code come into force on 1 July 2002? 
	Other cargo ships of 500 GT or over on international voyages, and mobile offshore drilling units of 500 GT or over on international voyages. 

	For which ships did the ISM Code come into force on 1 July 1996? 
	Sea-going passenger ro-ro ships (of any flag or tonnage) carrying more than 12 passengers and operating a regular service to or from a Member State of the EC. 

	Which regulations bring the ISM Code into force in respect of the vessels in the last two answers? 
	The MS (International Safety Management (ISM) Code) Regulations 1998 (SI 1998/1561). 

	Which SI did the regulations in the last answer revoke? 
	The MS (Operations Book) Regulations 1988. Ferries must now have ISM documentation, but no longer require an Operations Book. 

	Do UK regulations require or allow any other ships to comply with the ISM Code? 
	No, but MGN 40 states that the UK strongly urges companies operating ships of between 150 GT and 500 GT to comply with the ISM Code and apply voluntarily for ISM certification. 

	Broadly, what is the purpose of the ISM Code? 
	To provide an international standard for the safety management and operation of ships and for pollution prevention. 

	What are the objectives of the ISM Code? 
	To ensure safety at sea, prevention of human injury or loss of life, and avoidance of damage to the environment (in particular, to the marine environment) and to property. Safety management objectives of the Company should (inter alia): (1) provide for safe practices in ship operation and a safe working environment; (2) establish safeguards against all identified risks; and (3) continuously improve safety management skills of personnel ashore and aboard ships, including preparing for emergencies relating both to safety and environmental protection. 

	Is the ISM Code another Quality Assurance scheme? 
	No. It does not assure the quality of a company's management systems, like ISO 9002. 

	What, basically, does the ISM Code require ship owners and operators to do? 
	Implement and maintain safety management systems covering a range of factors including safety and environmental protection, defined areas of responsibility and authority, and improving management skills of ship-based and shore-based personnel. 

	What or who is the Company' as far as the ISM Code is concerned? 
	The Owner of the ship or any other organisation or person such as the Manager, or the Bareboat Charterer, who has assumed a responsibility for operation of the ship from the Shipowner and who in doing so has agreed to take over all the duties and responsibility imposed by the ISM Code. 

	Comparison between ISM and other schemes 

	What are the differences between ISM and ISO 9002? 
	(1) ISM applies to safety at sea and pollution prevention, whereas ISO 9002 applies to quality assurance of services; (2) ISM applies to ship management and shipboard operations, whereas ISO 9002 applies to the contractual relationship between a supplier and his customer, (3) the purpose of ISM is to demonstrate compliance with safety and pollution prevention requirements, whereas the purpose of ISO 9002 is to show compliance with the customer's quality requirements; (4) ISM is implemented through a company Safety Management System, whereas ISO 9002 is implemented through a company Quality Management System; (5) ISM involves a shorebased audit of the company and issue of a Document of Compliance, plus a ship audit and issue of a Safety Management Certificate, whereas ISO 9002 involves a Company audit leading and a Certificate of Quality System Approval; (6) ISM is mandatory for a Company whereas ISO 9002 is voluntary. 
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	What are the similarities between ISM and ISO 9002? 
	Validity of certificates under both schemes is for 5 years, subject to audit. 

	What is the difference between ship classification and ISM? 
	Class is all about the structural strength of the ship and reliability of equipment, and is done according to the rules of a class society, whereas ISM is all about the safe operation of the ship and pollution prevention, with reference to its SMS. 

	Safety Management System (SMS) 

	What is a Safety Management System? 
	A structured and documented system enabling Company personnel to effectively implement the company safety and environmental protection policy. 

	In respect of a Safety Management System, what does the ISM Code require companies to do? 
	Each Company should develop, implement and maintain a SMS which includes the following functional requirements: (1) a safety and environmental protection policy; (2) instructions and procedures to ensure safe operations of ships and protection of the environment in compliance with relevant international and flag state legislation; (3) defined levels of authority and lines of communication between, and amongst, shore and shipboard personnel; procedures for reporting accidents and non-conformities with the ISM Code's provisions; (4) procedures to prepare for an respond to emergency situations; and (5) procedures for internal audits and management review. It is the responsibility of the Company to define and document the safety management objectives which form an integral part of the SMS. 

	ISM Code audits 

	What is a Safety Management Audit? 
	A systematic and independent examination to determine whether the SMS activities and related results comply with planned arrangements and whether these arrangements are implemented effectively and are suitable to achieve objectives. 

	Who can carry out Safefy Management Audits of your Company and its ships? 
	Organisations authorised by the flag state administration. For UK ships these are the 6 authorised classification societies: Lloyd's Register of Shipping, American Bureau of Shipping, Bureau Veritas, Germanischer Lloyd, Det Norske Veritas and Registro Italiano Navale (RINA). 

	What is an ISM auditor's main responsibility? 
	To verify the completeness, adequacy and effective functioning of the Safety Management System (SMS). 

	An auditor should call a meeting before his internal ISM audit starts. Why? 
	To discuss the audit procedure and the time schedule. 

	What would you expect an internal auditor to want to look at on board? 
	All records, checklists and files; ISM manuals and corrections to manuals; ship's safety and fire-fighting equipment; navigational and machinery manuals; charts; log books; reports; standing orders; posters and placards; bridge procedures; maintenance and repair schedules and records; spares, etc. He may ask to see any safety-related operation or drill being carried out. 

	What does objective evidence mean? 
	Quantitative or qualitative information, records or statements of fact pertaining to safety or to the existence and implementation of a SMS element, which is based on observation, measurement and tests and which can be verified. 

	What is a non-conformity? 
	An observed situation where objective evidence indicates the non-fulfilment of a specified requirement. 

	What is a major non-conformity? 
	An identifiable deviation which poses a serious threat to personnel or ship safety or serious risk to the environment and requires immediate corrective action. In addition, major non-conformity includes lack of effective and systematic implementation of the requirements of the ISM Code. 

	What should happen after an audit? 
	The auditor should call a meeting to discuss the findings of the audit. 

	ISM Code certificates 

	What certificates may be issued under the ISM Code? 
	A Document of Compliance (DOC), issued to the Company; and a Safety Management Certificate (SMC), issued to each ship in the Company's fleet. 

	Who should be issued with a DOC: the shipowner, the manager or the operator? 
	The entity (i. e. firm) who has assumed responsibility for the operation of the ship. Where contractors perform elements of responsibility (e. g. manning, technical support, maintenance), only one DOC is issued, to whoever is 'the Company'. 

	Who issues DOCs and SMCs? 
	Flag state Administrations or authorised classification societies on their behalf. 

	How does the Company obtain a Document of Compliance (DOC)? 
	Company applies to Administration (MCA or an MCA-authorised class society) for ISM Code certification. Administration or class society makes assessment of shoreside SMS (in Company's premises). Assessment is made of Company's ships. After satisfactory assessments completed ashore and on board, DOC is issued to 
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	Company. Copy DOCs are sent to all premises and to each ship in Company's fleet. 

	How does a ship obtain a Safety Management Certificate (SMC)? 
	After on-board assessment of the ship's SMS, following the shore-side assessment of the Company's SMS for its DOC. A SMC can only be issued when (1 ) the Company has a DOC; (2) the ship is in class with a society meeting IMO requirements; and (3) she holds valid statutory certificates as required. 

	Some ships are issued with an Interim DOC and Interim SMC. Why? 
	As a special transitional arrangement in cases of change of flag or Company. Where a Company is newly established or where new ship types are added to an existing DOC, an Interim DOC can be issued to the Company for not more than 12 months. The Company has to prove that it has plans to implement its SMS within that period. An Interim SMC, valid for not more than 6 months, can be issued to new ships on delivery, and when the Company takes on the management of ships which are new to the Company's fleet. In special cases an Interim SMC can be extended by the Administration for a further 6 months. 

	Are any periodical checks made on the Company after it is issued with its DOC? 
	Yes. Periodical safety management audits (called 'verification') are carried out to maintain the DOC's validity, within 3 months either side of each anniversary date (like a Mandatory Annual Survey for a safety certificate). 

	What happens if the periodical verification finds that any corrective action needs to be taken in the shore-side SMS? 
	A schedule not exceeding 3 months is agreed for completing the necessary corrective actions. 

	Are any periodical checks made on the Company's ships after they have been issued with their ISM certificates? 
	Yes. An Intermediate safety management audit ('verification') is carried to maintain validity of the SMC, between the 2nd and 3rd anniversary date of issue of the SMC. 

	DOCs and SMCs expire after 5 years. How are they renewed? 
	Renewal verifications have to be carried out before they expire, any time from 6 months before the expiry date, but no later than this. 

	Designated Person (DP) 

	What does the ISM Code require with respect to a Designated Person? 
	To ensure the safe operation of each ship and to provide a link between the company and those on board, every company, as appropriate, should designate a person or persons ashore having direct access to the highest level of management. The responsibility and authority of the designated person(s) should include monitoring and safety pollution prevention aspects of the operation of each ship and to ensure that adequate resources and shore-based support are applied, as required. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- the master 

	Under the ISM Code, what must the Company ensure in relation to the master? 
	That he is: (1) properly qualified for command; (2) fully conversant with the SMS; and (3) given the necessary support so that his duties can be safely performed. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- manning 

	Under the ISM Code, what must the Company ensure in relation to manning? 
	That each ship is manned with qualified, certificated and medically fit seafarers in accordance with national and international requirements. 

	Are there any international standards for seafarers' fitness? 
	No. Some countries (such as the UK) have national standards, some companies have company standards, but there are no international standards. So compliance with the ISM Code may be difficult in this respect. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- familiarisation training 

	Under the ISM Code, what must the Company ensure in relation to familiarisation training? 
	The Company should establish procedures to ensure that new personnel and personnel transferred to new assignments related to safety and protection of the environment are given proper familiarisation with their duties. Instructions which are essential to be provided prior to sailing should be identified, documented and given. 

	What does the ISM Code mean by 'instructions prior to sailing'? 
	Instructions re- fire and survival craft stations and responsibilities; and making the ship's LSA Training Manual available. 

	How might the required familiarisation' be given for personnel transferred to a new assignment? 
	Shore seminars before joining; overlap period with 'double' in port; on​board training at sea while sailing as supernumerary; training with visual aids such as manuals, operating instructions and videos. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- ensuring personnel have a knowledge of applicable rules and regulations 

	Under the ISM Code, what must the Company ensure in relation to ensuring that personnel know applicable rules and regulations? 
	The Company should ensure that all personnel involved in the company's SMS have an adequate understanding of relevant rules, regulations, codes and guidelines. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- providing training 

	Under the ISM Code, what must the Company ensure in relation to ensuring that personnel receive proper training? 
	The Company should establish and maintain procedures for identifying any training which may be required in support of the SMS and ensure that such training is provided for all personnel concerned. 
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	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- developing plans for shipboard operations

	What must the Company do about developing plans for shipboard operations? 
	The Company should establish procedures for the preparation of plans and instructions for key shipboard operations concerning the safety of the ship and the prevention of pollution. The various tasks involved should be defined and assigned to qualified personnel. 

	What kind of situations should these plans cover? 
	For situations such as: cargo shifting; collision; explosion; fire; flooding; grounding; heavy weather damage; loss of propulsion; loss of steering; and pollution prevention. Individual ship types (e. g. nuclear fuel carriers and MODUs) may require additional plans. 

	Some of these plans should already exist. Can you name an example? 
	Pollution prevention plans should be in the ship's SOPEP. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- developing plans for potential emergency shipboard situations 

	What must the Company do about developing plans for potential emergencies on board? 
	The company should establish procedures to identify, describe and respond to potential emergency shipboard situations. 

	What kind of situations should these plans cover? 
	Shore terminal-related situations such as: overloading, discharging, ballasting, deballasting, fire and explosion. Vessel-related situations such as: heavy weather damage, collision, etc. (mentioned above). Personnel-related situations such as: abandonment of ship; man-overboard; serious injury; confined space rescue; terrorism; and piracy. 

	Company's responsibilities under ISM Code re- measures for responding to shipboard situations 

	What must the Company do about ensuring it can respond to emergencies on board? 
	The SMS should provide for measures ensuring that the Company's organisation can respond at any time to hazards, accidents and emergency situations involving its ships. 

	What does this mean, effectively? 
	That the Company should have in place ashore procedures (and any necessary equipment or other resources) for responding at any time to a shipboard emergency. A 24-hour contact must be available to the master. 

	Master's responsibilities and authority under ISM Code 

	What does the ISM Code require the Company to do in relation to the Master's responsibility? 
	To clearly define and document the master's responsibility in relation to: (1) implementing the safety and environmental protection policy of the company; (2) motivating the crew in the observation of that policy; (3) issuing appropriate orders and instructions in a clear and simple manner; (4) verifying that specified requirements are observed; (5) reviewing the SMS and reporting its deficiencies to the shore-based management. 

	What could the ISM Code mean when it states, 'issuing orders in a clear and simple manner'? 
	Writing clear instructions in, for example, Master's Standing Orders and Bridge Night Order Books. 

	What does the ISM Code require the Company to do in relation to the Master's authority? 
	To ensure that the SMS operating on board the ship contains a clear statement emphasising the master's authority. The Company should establish in the SMS that the master has the overriding authority and the responsibility to make decisions with respect to safety and pollution prevention and to request the company's assistance as may be necessary. (The master's overriding authority applies in both normal and extreme circumstances. ) 

	ISM manuals 

	What manuals would you expect to have on board when you have your ISM certification? 
	It will depend on the company's system. Perhaps: a master's manual; a deck officers' manual; an engineer officers' manual; a machinery operation manual; and a safety training (LSA) manual. 
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Section D: The Ship
	SHIP REGISTRATION and CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRY (COR) 

	Registration purposes and benefits 

	What are the chief practical purposes of having a ship registered? 
	(1 ) To enable the ship to trade internationally; (2) to facilitate easier sale and purchase of the ship; (3) to facilitate ship finance (mortgages may not be obtainable for unregistered ships); (4) to enhance the value of the ship. (For other benefits of registration under a particular flag see below. ) 

	How can registration help a ship to trade internationally? 
	Some countries, e. g. the UK, have laws preventing the departure from port for an international destination of any unregistered ship. The Certificate of Registry of a foreign-going ship is usually taken ashore by the agent for examination by the port state or harbour authorities. 

	How does registration facilitate easier sale and purchase of a ship? 
	A prospective owner will want to check the registered ownership details to see whether the ship is free of encumbrances such as undischarged mortgages. Since the register records these details, sale and purchase is usually easier with a registered ship than with an unregistered one. 

	How does registration facilitate easier ship finance? 
	Banks and finance houses from whom shipowners seek ship finance usually require the ship to be registered, since the ship will usually be their security for the loan. 

	How could registration under a particular flag benefit a merchant ship during a voyage? 
	The ship would be entitled to (1 ) military assistance from the flag state's armed forces (e. g. in a war zone or when under attack from pirates), and to (2) consular assistance from the flag state's diplomatic representative (e. g. the consul or high commissioner) in a foreign port. (See Section B for questions on Proper Officers. ) 

	Types of register 

	What is a ship register 
	An official (and, in many countries, public) record of ships permitted to fly a state's flag. The register may be computerised or paper. 

	What are the various types of ship register? 
	(1) National registers (also known as 'closed registers'); (2) open registers (also known as flags of convenience'), and (3) second registers, (also known in some cases as 'offshore registers'). 

	National flag registration 

	What is a national register? 
	A register of ships owned by persons having genuine links with the flag state, e. g. where the owning or operating company is established in the flag state. The UK register and the Norwegian register are examples. 

	Why do many ship owners and operators flag out to non-national registers? 
	Mainly to save costs (principally in crewing), and to reduce their tax liabilities. 

	Flag of convenience (FOC) registration 

	What is a flag of convenience? 
	A flag under which there needs to be no genuine link between the flag state and the beneficial ownership of the vessel. 

	What are the advantages of registering under a flag of convenience (FOC)? 
	Advantages vary from one FOC register to another but often include the following: Foreign corporations can register a ship without being established in the territory. Where a company is required to be formed in the state, there are low formation costs. The beneficial ownership of the ship may remain anonymous. Low taxation and other fiscal incentives. No crew nationality or employment requirements. Relaxed ship age limit. No minimum ship tonnage requirement. Dual registry is allowed in some cases (vessel registered under one country, but simultaneous registry permitted on bareboat charter registry of another country). All IACS (and sometimes other) classification societies permitted to conduct surveys. Speedy and simple registration procedures. 

	Who decides what flags are flags of convenience? 
	The Fair Practices Committee of the International Transport Workers Federation (ITF). 

	Which ship registers are currently deemed flags of convenience? 
	Antigua and Barbuda; Aruba; Bahamas; Barbados; Belize; Bermuda; Burma; Cambodia; Canary Islands; Cayman Islands; Cook Islands; Cyprus; GIS (Germany); Gibraltar; Honduras; Lebanon; Liberia; Luxembourg; Malta; Marshall Islands; Mauritius; Netherlands Antilles; Panama; Sri Lanka; St. Vincent; Tuvalu; Vanuatu (27 registers). 

	Second registers 

	What is a second register? 
	Registers which in some cases are established under separate legislation to the 'parent' register (as in the case of the NIS register of Norway), and in other cases are established in an offshore territory with legal links to the 'parent country (e. g. the register of the Isle of Man, which is linked to the UK). The Isle of Man is unique in requiring the owner to establish the management office in the flag state. 

	Which ship registers have been declared second registers by the ITF? 
	DIS (Denmark); Isle of Man (UK); Kerguelen (France); Madeira (Portugal); NIS (Norway) (5 registers). 
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	In what way is a second register different from a flag of convenience? 
	While manning, taxation and other formalities are often simplified (making the second register a more economical flag to fly than the parent country's national flag), there must still be some form of genuine link between the owner and the flag state (e. g. through a company established in the flag state). A second register thus has some of the advantages of an FOC, but the national flag is flown (e. g. NIS ships fly the Norwegian flag, Kerguelen ships fly the French flag, etc. ). 

	UK registration requirements 

	What legislation governs UK ship registration? 
	Merchant Shipping Act 1995, and the Merchant Shipping (Registration of Ships) Regulations 1993 (as amended). 

	Is registration compulsory for a British ship? 
	No. It is an entitlement for ships meeting certain ownership criteria. Under the now-repealed Merchant Shipping Act 1894 it was mandatory. 

	Which British ships are not normally registered? 
	Crown (i. e. Government-owned) vessels, e. g. warships; very small vessels; vessels not used for sea trade (e. g. restaurant ships). 

	Which ships are British-registered ships? 
	Ships registered in the UK, the Crown Dependencies or the UK Overseas Territories (formerly called Dependent Territories). 

	What are the Crown Dependencies? 
	(1) The Channel Islands; and (2) the Isle of Man. (Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man all have ship registers. ) 

	What are the UK Overseas Territories (formerly called Dependent Territories)? 
	Anguilla, Bermuda; British Antarctic Territory; British Indian Ocean Territory; British Virgin Islands; Cayman Islands; Falkland Islands; Gibraltar, Montserrat; Pitcairn Island; St. Helena and Dependencies; South Georgia and South Sandwich Islands; Turks and Caicos Islands. (Bermuda, Cayman Islands and Gibraltar have major ship registers. ) 

	Where are Crown Dependency and Dependent Territory ships registered? 
	On the registers of their respective territories. A Gibraltar-owned ship, for example, is a British ship, registered in Gibraltar. 

	What is the common link between United Kingdom ships and British ships? 
	They are all ships in the Red Ensign Group, i. e. their national registers are controlled by the DETR and they may fly Red Ensigns, either plain or defaced with the territory's badge. 

	Do all the other Red Ensign Group registers have the same registration powers as the UK register? 
	No; not all of them are allowed to register all types and sizes of ships. The major registers, such as that of Gibraltar, have 'Class 1' status with no restrictions. 

	Which ships are United Kingdom-registered ships? 
	Ships registered in England, Scotland, Wales or Northern Ireland. 

	Who are 'qualified persons' for purposes of owning a registered British ship registered in the UK? 
	The main groups are: British citizens; non-UK nationals exercising their right of freedom of movement of workers or rights of establishment; British Dependent Territory citizens; British Overseas citizens; bodies corporate incorporated in an EEA State (Austria, Belgium, Denmark, Ireland, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Holland, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, UK (including Gibraltar but excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands)); bodies corporate incorporated in any relevant British possession (i. e. a Crown Dependency or Dependent Territory) having their principal place of business in the UK or any such possession; and European Economic Interest Groupings registered in the UK 

	How many shares are there in a registered British ship, and how many of them must be owned by 'qualified persons'? 
	Property in every registered British ship is divided into 64 shares, at least 33 of which must be owned by 'qualified persons' listed above. Up to 31 shares may be owned by other persons (e. g. other foreign nationals). 

	UK registration procedure 

	What is the basic procedure for registering a British ship on Part I of the UK Register? 
	(1 ) Shipowner applies on official form to RSS, Cardiff, submitting: (a) evidence of title (for a new ship: Builder's Certificate; for a non-new ship: Bill(s) of Sale going back to first registry); (b) Declaration of Eligibility (i. e. to own a British ship); (c) company's Certificate of Incorporation; and (d) the registry fee. On the application form he gives his choice of name for the ship together with other choices in case his first choice is refused. He also states his preferred Port of Choice, chosen from an RSS list of UK ports. (2) Owner has a measurement survey made (to establish tonnages and measurements) by authorised measurer (normally the classification society). (3) Certificate of Survey with dimensions and tonnages returned to RSS. (4) Official Number issued by RSS. (5) Carving and Marking Note (C&M Note) issued by RSS to owner with instructions to have ship marked with name, port of choice, draught marks, Official Number, net tonnage. (6) Ship marked as required; Inspector of Marks (authorised class surveyor) returns C&M Note to RSS. (7) RSS enters all particulars (including mortgages) on computerised register. (8) RSS issues Certificate of Registry to owner. 
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	Where are the Official Number and net tonnage marked on a British ship? 
	Somewhere in the ship's main beam. In a dry cargo vessel this might be in an athwartships hatch coaming; in a tanker it might be in a pumproom; in a ship with midships machinery it might be in the engine room on a transverse structural member; in a supply vessel it might be on the after end of the accommodation. 

	Why is it important for the applicants to submit evidence of title to the RSS? 
	The persons registering the ship (who are usually a company) must show that they have 'clear title', i. e. the right of ownership, free of any encumbrance such as an undischarged mortgage. 

	Why is it important for the applicants to submit a Declaration of Eligibility to the RSS? 
	The majority of the 64 shares in a British ship may only be owned by persons eligible to own a British ship, so the applicants must prove their eligibility. 

	Who carries out the measurement survey and what does it establish ? 
	In the case of a classed ship, a classification society surveyor of one of the six societies authorised by the MCA. The survey establishes the description, dimensions and tonnages of the ship. 

	What documents are required to be submitted to the RSS when registering a British ship in the UK? 
	Application form; Declaration of Eligibility; Builder's Certificate or Bills of Sale; Certificate of Survey (following measurement survey). 

	Under what circumstances might the owner's choice of name not be approved? 
	If it was already the name of a registered British ship; if it was a name so similar to that of a registered British ship as to be calculated to deceive or likely to confuse; if it was a name which may be confused with a distress signal; if it was a name prefixed by any letters or names which could be taken to indicate a type of ship or any other word, prefix or suffix which might cause confusion as to the name of the ship; if it might cause offence or embarrassment; or a name which has a clear and direct connection with the Royal Family. 

	What is a port of choice? 
	A port, selected from a list of about 80 permitted ports, with which the applicant wishes the ship to be associated, and which will be marked on the ship's stern. Since all UK ships are now registered by the RSS on a central computerised register at Cardiff, there are now no real ports of registry for UK ships, although for practical purposes this expression is still used. 

	What are the contents of a Certificate of British Registry? 
	Official number; IMO number; radio call sign; name of ship; port of choice; type of ship; method of propulsion; engine make/model; total engine power in kWs; length; breadth; depth; register tonnage; gross tonnage; net tonnage; year of build; date and time of issue of certificate; date of expiry of certificate; instructions as to what to do if the ship is lost or ceases to be a British-registered ship, or if the certificate is lost, stolen, destroyed or defaced; warning note to the effect that the certificate is not proof of ownership; address of RSS; on the reverse: ownership details of the ship (share-owners' names and addresses and number of 64th shares owned by each. 

	What is the period of validity of a British Certificate of Registry? 
	5 years, at the expiry of which registry must be renewed. 

	Procedure for renewal of UK registry, change of ship's name, etc. 

	How is your ship's Certificate of Registry renewed? 
	The owner applies for renewal to RSS on the proper form within the final 3 months of the registration period and makes a new Declaration of Eligibility. If other details have not changed, registration can be renewed for a further 5 years. 

	What is the proper procedure when your ship's Certificate of Registry is defaced or made illegible? 
	The owner applies to RSS on the proper (pink) form for a Duplicate COR, enclosing the Certificate of Registry and a fee. 

	What is the proper procedure when your ship's Certificate of Registry is lost or destroyed? 
	The master should inform the owner, who then applies to the RSS on the proper (pink) form for a Duplicate COR, enclosing a fee. 

	What is the proper procedure when your ship changes her name or port of choice? 
	The owner applies to RSS on the proper (green) form, enclosing the current Certificate of Registry and a fee. 

	Under what circumstances would your ship have to have a new measurement survey? 
	If any of the main registered particulars, e. g. length, were changed. 

	Provisional British registration 

	In what circumstances may a Certificate of Provisional British Registry be issued? 
	Provisional British registry can be obtained when a ship, the owner of which intends to register her on the British register, is outside the British Islands (i. e. the UK and Ireland). This may be the case where a ship has been bought in a foreign port, or is being built overseas, and there is insufficient time to complete full British registration, or where the owner has not made a firm decision to obtain full British registration. 

	Where can a Certificate of Provisional British Registry be obtained? 
	Through a British consular officer overseas. 
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	What is the maximum period of validity of a Certificate of Provisional British Registry? 
	(1 ) For 3 months from the date of issue; or (2) until the ship's first arrival in UK; or (3) on termination of her UK registry on request of the owner, whichever is earlier. 

	Can an owner provisionally register a ship more than once in the UK? 
	Yes, but only after one year or more from the date of issue of the original Certificate of Provisional British Registry. 

	Bareboat charter registration 

	What is bareboat charter registration, as permitted by UK legislation? 
	UK registry law allows a ship which has its primary registration in another country, but which is bareboat chartered to a charterer eligible to register a British ship in the UK, to be registered as a British ship. The British registry expires after 5 years or on expiry of the bareboat charter, whichever is earlier. The law also allows a British-registered ship to be bareboat chartered to a foreign charterer and registered for the duration of the charter on the register of the charterer's country. A bareboat chartered ship thus has two registrations: its primary registration and its bareboat charter registration. Ships registered in the UK as bareboat chartered ships are issued with a special Certificate of British Registry which shows the country of primary registration and the ship's name on the primary register, as well as (on the reverse) the names and addresses of the owner and the bareboat charterer. 

	What are bareboat charter terms? 
	As defined by the RSS: 'the hiring of a ship for a stipulated period of time on terms which give the charterer possession and control of the ship, including the right to appoint the master and crew'. 

	How does a charterer register a foreign ship in the UK as a bareboat charter ship? 
	He applies to the RSS, sending a Declaration of Eligibility, a copy of the charterparty, the certificate of registry issued by the country of primary registration, and the chartering company's Certificate of Incorporation. 

	Does a bareboat charter ship have to be surveyed, carved and marked? 
	Yes. The same rules apply as for ships on Part I of the Register. 

	Can a bareboat charter ship fly the Red Ensign? 
	Yes. For the duration of her registry as a bareboat charter ship she will be entitled to fly the Red Ensign and be regarded as a British ship. 

	What details are shown on the Certificate of Registry for a bareboat charter ship that are not shown on other CORs? 
	The country of primary registration, the ship's name under the primary register, and (on the back) the owner's name and address in the country of primary registration, and the bareboat charterer's name and address. 

	Use of Certificate of Registry 

	For what purposes is the Certificate of Registry used? 
	For proving the ship's nationality. This most often has to be done when obtaining clearance from a foreign port. Nationality may also have to be proved if boarded by officials or military in a war zone or an embargoed area. 

	Your ship flies the Red Ensign. What kinds of assistance is she entitled to as a British ship? 
	(1) Assistance (e. g. protection) from the Royal Navy (e. g. when under pirate attack, or when in a war zone); and (2) assistance from British consular officials in overseas ports (e. g. for dealing with crew left behind, deaths, noting protest, etc. ). 

	If you were the British master of a non-UK flagged ship, would you be entitled to assistance from the RN or British consuls? 
	No. I would have to seek assistance from the flag state's government, or its representatives (e. g. consuls) in foreign countries. 

	Who should normally have custody of the ship's certificate of registry: the owner or the master? 
	The master. It is probably the most important document on the ship, so it must be treated with care. (Some masters keep it in the safe. ) 

	On what routine occasions might you have to surrender your ship's certificate of registry? 
	In order to obtain clearance from a port I may have to allow the COR to go ashore (preferably in the care of the ship's agent). 

	What precaution should you take against loss of your ship's certificate of registry? 
	Keep a written note of all the details on the certificate. 

	What would you do if you lost your ship's certificate of registry? 
	Go to a British consular officer with as much information as possible about the lost certificate, and apply for a replacement certificate. 

	IMO NUMBER 

	What is a ship's IMO Number? 
	The Lloyd's Register (LR) number, e. g. 7816850, allocated at the time of build or when the ship is first included in Lloyd's Register of Ships, and applied by the flag state Administration under IMO's Ship Identification Number Scheme. It is a permanent number which remains unchanged on change of flag. The ship's IMO Number is stated in all modern IMO ship certificates. 

	Which ships must have an IMO Number? 
	Under Regulation 3 of SOLAS Chapter XI (Special Measures to Enhance Safety), all passenger ships of 100GT and over, and all cargo ships of 300GT and over. 

	Is the IMO number the same as the Official Number? 
	No. The Official Number is allocated by the registry authority of the flag state (e. g. the RSS in the case of a UK ship) only for the period of registration. If the ship leaves that flag, the Official Number is withdrawn by the flag state.


BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
D-5
	SHIP CLASSIFICATION and CLASS DOCUMENTS 

	Classification: general 

	What is ship classification? 
	The laying down of standards for the construction and maintenance of ships. Compliance with the standards, published as Rules of the particular classification society, ensures assignment and maintenance of the ship's class, e. g. +100A1. 

	Is classification a statutory requirement? 
	No. It is a commercial facility originally required (and still mainly used) for insurers' purposes. 

	Which types of UK ships are not normally classed? 
	Lighthouse tenders; some passenger ships (e. g. PS Waveriey), Royal Fleet Auxiliaries and other Government-owned ships, e. g. fishery protection vessels. 

	What are the practical purposes of ship classification? 
	It is a requirement of hull and machinery insurers, P&l clubs, ship financiers and cargo insurers. It is also useful in sale and purchase. Class is linked with statutory certification: a classed ship which has had her class suspended or withdrawn after being damaged or failing surveys, etc. will normally have her statutory certificates withdrawn by the flag state administration. (A Cargo Ship Safety Construction survey covers in very general terms what a class survey covers in detail. ) 

	In the LR class +100A1, what do '+', '100', 'A' and '1' stand for? 
	'+' means the ship was constructed under survey by LR surveyors; '100' means the ship is suitable for seagoing service; 'A' means the ship was constructed or accepted into LR class and is maintained in good and efficient condition; and '1' means she has good and efficient anchoring and mooring equipment 

	How is a ship's class maintained by an owner? 
	By carrying out regular surveys of the hull, machinery and equipment, as well as repairs that may be required from time to time as a result of wear and tear or accident, all under the supervision of the classification society's surveyors. 

	How does the owner know the survey and class status of your ship? 
	He is regularly informed of his ship's survey status by its classification society, enabling him to plan (technically and financially) for due surveys and work. 

	What are the main marine functions of a major classification society, apart from classing ships? 
	(1) Carrying out statutory surveys on behalf of flag state administrations (e. g. DETR); (2) ISM audits. They also carry out research and development and analysis of bunker and lube oil. 

	Your ship is changing classification society. Are the survey requirements of every classification society the same? 
	No. IACS members must all meet similar standards and have roughly the same rules, but there may be minor differences. The rules of societies which are not IACS members may vary widely. 

	What is the IACS? 
	The International Association of Classification Societies - the group of leading societies. 

	Who are the members of IACS? 
	American Bureau of Shipping, Bureau Veritas, DNV, Lloyd's Register, Germanischer Lloyd, NKK, RINA, and the national shipping registers of China, South Korea, Japan and Russia. The Croatian, Indian and Polish registers are Associate Members. 

	Class surveys (Questions relate to the Rules of Lloyd's Register of Shipping) 

	What survey must a new ship have before it can be classed by a leading society? 
	New ships intended for classification are built under the society's Special Survey. From commencement of work until completion, the society's surveyors must be satisfied that the materials, workmanship and arrangements are satisfactory and in accordance with the society's Rules. 

	What survey must an existing ship have before it can be classed by a leading society? 
	It depends on the society's rules. Ships transferring class from a society recognised by the new society will usually qualify for special consideration, but other ships will normally be subject to a full Special Survey and inspection of plans before classification. 

	What kind of periodical class surveys would you expect to have on a large bulk carrier classed with one of the leading societies? 
	(1) Annual Surveys (recorded on certificates as AS); (2) Intermediate Surveys (IS); (3) Docking Surveys (DS); and (4) Special Surveys (SS). 

	When, and why, are Annual Surveys generally held? 
	Within 3 months before or after each anniversary date of the ship's completion, commissioning or Special Survey in order to confirm that the general condition of the vessel is maintained at a satisfactory level. 

	When are Intermediate Surveys held? 
	They take the place of either the second or third Annual Survey. 

	When are Docking Surveys held? 
	By arrangement with the owner. Under LR's Rules, ships under 15 years old must be examined in drydock twice in any 5 year period; not more than 3 years may elapse between dockings. Ships 15 or more years old must be examined in drydock at 2-yearly intervals with extension to 2. 5 years when a suitable high-resistance paint is applied to the underwater portion of the hull. 
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	What would you expect the class surveyor to examine in a Docking Survey? 
	The shell, including bottom and bow plating, keel, stern, sternframe and rudder; parts of the structure particularly liable to excessive corrosion or deterioration due to chafing or lying aground, and any undue unfairness of bottom plating; clearances in rudder bearings; sea connections and overboard discharge valves and their attachments; propeller, sternbush and sea connection fastenings; gratings at sea inlets; clearance in the sternbush or efficiency of the oil glands. 

	When, and why, are Special Surveys of the hull held? 
	At 5-yearly intervals, in order to establish the condition of the hull structure to confirm that the structural integrity is satisfactory in accordance with the classification requirements, and will remain fit for its intended purpose until the next Special Survey, subject to proper maintenance and operation. Special Surveys are also intended to detect possible damages and to establish the extent of any deterioration. 

	When, and why, are Special Surveys of machinery held? 
	At the same intervals as hull Special Surveys; they have corresponding aims. 

	When may In-Water Surveys be accepted by a classification society? 
	In lieu of any one of the two Docking Surveys required every 5 years on ships less than 15 years old and are to provide the information normally obtained from Docking Surveys, so far as practicable. The beam must be greater than 30m (or as agreed), and a suitable high-resistance paint must have been applied to the underwater portion of the hull. 

	When must Inert Gas systems be surveyed (for class) on tankers? 
	Annually. In addition, on ships to which an IGS notation has been assigned, a Special Survey of the IG plant must be carried out every 5 years. 

	What are the requirements for machinery surveys? 
	Complete Surveys of Machinery (CSM) are carried out every 5 years, with parallel arrangements as for the hull. Chief Engineer's Examinations of Machinery may be made where the society agrees to some items of the machinery being examined by the ship's chief engineer at ports where the society is not represented, or, where practicable, at sea. A limited confirmatory survey is carried out at the next port where a surveyor of the society is available. Where an approved Planned Maintenance system operates, confirmatory surveys may be held at annual intervals. 

	What happens when a class survey cannot be completed in one operation? 
	If it can't be completed because of lack of facilities or other justifiable reason, and only minor items are outstanding, the surveyor will make arrangements for the survey to be completed at the next port. Full particulars are left on board and the class society's surveyors at the next port are advised. The certificate is not endorsed until the survey is entirely completed. 

	What must the owner do in the event of grounding or other damage to the hull or machinery that may affect class? 
	Apply to the classification society for a survey of the damage. 

	On which ships are Continuous Surveys of the Hull permitted? 
	All ships other than bulk carriers, combination carriers and oil tankers, (which are now subject to Enhanced Surveys). All hull compartments are to be opened up for survey and testing in rotation with a 5-year interval between examinations of each part. 

	Enhanced surveys               See also Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers in this section 

	What are Enhanced Surveys, and which ships are required to have them? 
	Basically, close-up examinations of the welded attachment of side-shell frames in selected holds, and extensive thickness measurements, carried out by IACS member societies on (1 ) dry bulk carriers and (2) tankers. 

	Do Enhanced Surveys replace other class surveys? 
	No. The IACS Enhanced Survey Programme expands and emphasises ordinary survey requirements. 

	On what area of the ship do Enhanced Surveys focus? 
	On the hull structure in the cargo hold length. 

	How are Enhanced Surveys carried out? 
	Extended close-up surveys are carried out at Special Survey, and extended thickness measurements (made by specialist thickness measurement companies) recorded. Identification is made of any substantial corrosion, i. e. corroded structure with a diminution of between 75% and 100% of the maximum allowed for the structural components concerned. The condition of protective paint coatings is assessed and recorded. 

	What other changes to LR's survey requirements were made with the introduction of Enhanced Surveys? 
	The Special Survey interval was extended from 4 to 5 years, with an Intermediate Survey added at the mid-point between Special Surveys. Continuous Survey of Hull for bulk carriers is being phased out. 

	What instrument requires Enhanced Surveys for dry bulk carriers ? 
	IMO Resolution A713(17) on Safety of Ships Carrying Solid Bulk Cargoes. In this, IACS was requested to develop survey and maintenance requirements for dry bulkers. 

	What regulations require Enhanced Surveys for tankers? 
	Regulation 13G of MARPOL, which applies to crude oil tankers of 20, 000 dwt and above and product carriers of 30, 000 dwt and above. 
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	How would you know if your ship was required to have Enhanced Surveys? 
	The class notation would include the Enhanced Survey Programme notation, 'ESP'. 

	What documentation must you keep on board ready for the surveyor carrying out an enhanced survey? 
	(1 ) The ship's main structural plans; and (2) the survey report file containing (a) hull survey reports, (b) thickness measurement reports and (c) the Executive Hull Summary. 

	What is an Executive Hull Summary? 
	A document issued to the shipowner by an IACS society on completion of a Special Survey. It is to be placed on board the ship. 

	You are joining a dry bulk carrier. What would you expect to find in the Class Documents file on your ship? 
	Survey reports; thickness measurement reports; the Executive Hull Summary (issued on completion of a Special Survey). 

	Which Regulations enforce the IACS Enhanced Survey Programme in the UK in respect of certain bulk carriers? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers) Regulations 1999. (See later in this Section. ) 

	Certificates and Interim Certificates of Class 

	What certificates do classification societies issue to ships classed by them? 
	(1) A Certificate of Class covering the hull and machinery (either jointly or separately); and (2) Interim Certificates of Class. 

	What forms of Certificate of Class are issued to a ship? 
	A Certificate of Class First Entry, and (subsequently) Certificates of Class Maintenance. 

	What does a Certificate of Class First Entry certify? 
	It confirms that a ship has been surveyed by the society's surveyors and reported by them to be in compliance with the society's rules and regulations for the classification of ships, and that the hull and machinery (or either of these alone) has been assigned the specified class. This would be issued when the ship is newly built or entered onto the society's register. 

	What does a Certificate of Class Maintenance confirm? 
	It certifies that the named ship, having been surveyed by the society's surveyors and reported by them to be in a fit and efficient condition in accordance with the society's rules and regulations, continues with the class stated for hull and machinery, or hull only, or machinery only, as indicated by the certificate. This would be normally be issued after a scheduled survey or after repairs, following the issue of an Interim Certificate of Class. 

	Can a class surveyor normally issue a Certificate of Class? 
	No. A Certificate of Class can usually only be issued by the society's committee on the recommendation of their surveyor, following a survey. A class surveyor may issue an Interim Certificate of Class as a temporary 'certificate of seaworthiness' to allow a vessel to sail. 

	In what circumstances may an Interim Certificate of Class be issued? 
	When a classification society's surveyor can confirm to the society's committee that repairs or surveys have been carried out to his satisfaction, and that he considers the ship to be in a fit and efficient condition to continue her voyage. 

	What does the word 'Interim' mean in the context of an Interim Certificate of Class? 
	It is a certificate to enable the ship to continue her voyage pending the issue by the society of a new definitive Certificate of Class Maintenance. The Interim Certificate is subject to confirmation by the society's committee. 

	What are the contents of an Interim Certificate of Class? 
	A summary of class and statutory surveys held or work carried out, with status (e. g. 'complete'); the date of completion of the survey or work (for the class records); a list of any items credited for the hull and/or machinery Special Survey; the surveyor's recommendations to his society for continuance of class; any 'conditions of class now imposed'; any 'conditions of class deleted'; surveyor's signature, port and date. 

	What are conditions of class? 
	Conditions which must be met by the owner in order for class to be maintained. E. g. certain items of repair work may have to be carried out by a specified date or at the next docking. On a new LNG carrier, for example, there may be a 'condition of class now imposed' that the cargo tank safety devices, high level alarms and overfill valve shutdown are to be examined and tested at the first cargo loading. On a damaged ship there may be a 'condition of class now imposed' that an indented shell plate (now temporarily repaired) must be 'satisfactorily dealt with' by the next dry docking (with due date shown). Continuance of class is conditional upon these 'conditions of class now imposed' being met. When confirmed to have been met they will be shown on a new Interim Certificate of Class as 'conditions of class now deleted'. 

	What are the knock-on effects of not having a valid Certificate of Class or Interim Certificate of Class? 
	The ship would not be 'in class', which would mean that she is not 'seaworthy' in the eyes of insurers, the MCA and the courts. She would consequently lose her hull and machinery insurance cover and P&l cover, and may have her statutory certificates withdrawn. The cargo owner's insurance policy will also be void if it contains a warranty that the cargo will be carried only on a classed vessel. 
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	You are in some remote part of the world, such as South Georgia, and have sustained hull damage when berthing. If a classification society surveyor is unobtainable, what action would you take? 
	I would report immediately to my owners, who, in order to comply with class rules, should report to the classification society. The society will usually require the ship to proceed to a port where it is represented, and will maintain the ship in class (albeit in her damaged state) until she reaches that port. No certificate of seaworthiness is required by the society. With my chief engineer I would make a detailed survey of the damage, fax or phone a damage report to the owners' technical superintendent, effect temporary repairs to make the vessel fit for the voyage, report to owners on completion, and sail for the survey port. 

	When sending your damage report to the classification society (via the owners), what basic information will be required? 
	Frame numbers affected, approximate dimensions of damage, and watertight integrity affected. 

	Is it possible for a ship to be seriously damaged, yet remain in class? 
	Yes, as long as a report of the damage has been sent to the classification society. The ship will remain in class only until reaching a port where the society has a surveyor, however. 

	Do ships under tow stay in class? 
	Not if they are unmanned, or badly damaged. The classification society must be informed whenever a ship is taken in tow. Class may be withdrawn for the duration of the tow. 

	If a ship under tow is not in class but is to be insured for her voyage, what steps do hull underwriters take to confirm that she is fit for the tow? 
	Hull underwriters normally impose a warranty and instruct the Salvage Association (SA) to make a survey of the towing arrangements to see that the conditions of the warranty are complied with. If so, the SA surveyor issues an Insurance Survey Certificate confirming that, subject to the attached conditions (relating to route, weather conditions, towing arrangements, etc. ) the vessel is fit for the tow. 

	EQUIPMENT APPROVAL AND CERTIFICATION 

	Equipment in excess of statutory requirements 

	Your ship is being fitted with safety equipment in excess of statutory requirements. Does the equipment have to meet any standards? 
	Yes. According to MGN 79 it must be safe, suitable for its intended purpose, maintained in good condition and in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, and, if applicable, must comply with any conditions imposed by an approval certificate of non-statutory equipment. 

	Why should equipment in excess of statutory requirements have to meet the above standards? 
	Because it might come to be relied on in an emergency. The same philosophy applies in the case of pollution prevention equipment in excess of statutory requirements. 

	What is required to be done with non-statutory safety or pollution prevention equipment which is inoperative? 
	It should either be repaired or removed, and if removal is not practicable it should be clearly marked as inoperative and secured. 

	Marine Equipment Regulations 

	What are the main requirements of the Marine Equipment Regulations? 
	Equipment placed on UK ships and listed in MSN 1734 must comply with the applicable international standards as specified in that MSN. Equipment will not comply with the applicable international standards unless (1) it meets the testing standards of the relevant international convention (SOLAS, MARPOL, etc. ) as specified in MSN 1734; and (2) it has been manufactured in accordance with the EC conformity-assessment procedure and the mark of conformity, identification and the last two digits of the year in which the mark was affixed are on the equipment. 

	How would you know that an item of equipment on your ship complies with the Regulations? 
	The EC mark of conformity (a ship's wheel symbol) should be on the equipment, or on a data plate attached to it. If that is impossible it may be on the packaging, or on a label attached to the equipment or its packaging, or on an accompanying leaflet The mark will be followed by the identification symbol and number of the EC Notified Body (if that body carried out the EC conformity-assessment procedure in the production control phase) and by the last two digits of the year in which the mark was affixed, e. g. '99'. 

	What happens if you replace an item of equipment listed in MSN 1734 in a hurry at a port outside the EC and it has no mark of conformity? 
	If there is an agreement between the EC and the port state where the replacement equipment is supplied on the mutual recognition of such organisations, the item must be supplied with documentation issued by a recognised organisation equivalent to one of the EC Notified Bodies. Where there is no such agreement, the equipment must be supplied with documentation issued by an IMO member state certifying that it complies with the relevant international standard. 

	Who can carry out type approvals for equipment on UK ships for which there are international testing standards, as listed in MSN 1734? 
	Any of the following EC Notified Bodies: ABS (Europe), Lloyd's Register of Shipping (LR), Defence Evaluation and Research Agency (DERA) or British Standards Institution (BSI). 
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	What equipment does MSN 1735 deal with? 
	Equipment which, under UK regulations, is required to have MCA type approval, but for which there was no applicable international standard when the MSN was published. 

	Who can carry out type approvals for equipment on UK ships for which there are no international testing standards, as listed in MSN 1735? 
	Any of the UK Nominated Bodies: LR, ABS, DNV, GL, BV, RINA or DERA. 

	What can an EC Notified Body do with respect to marine equipment? 
	Carry out type approvals and conduct examination, testing and certification of equipment listed in MSN 1734, i. e. life-saving appliances, marine pollution prevention, fire protection, navigation equipment, radio-communication equipment. 

	What can a UK Nominated Body do with respect to marine equipment? 
	Carry out type approvals and conduct examination, testing and certification of equipment listed in MSN 1735, i. e. fire appliances, life-saving appliances, marine engineering, navigation equipment, marine radio equipment, MARPOL equipment, crew accommodation, and bulk carrier safety equipment. 

	STATUTORY SURVEYS AND DOCUMENTS 

	Statutory certificates 

	What is a statutory certificate? 
	One required under a statute, i. e. an Act of Parliament, or a government regulation (Regulations, Rules or an Order) made under an Act of Parliament. Certificates required by international conventions such as SOLAS and MARPOL become statutory when the convention is given legal effect in the party state. 

	Is a Certificate of Class a statutory certificate? 
	No, it is a commercial document. Class is not a statutory requirement. 

	Statutory ship classes 

	What are the various classes of passenger ship? 
	Classes I to VI(A). 

	What are the various classes of non-passenger ship? 
	Classes VII to XII. These include various classes of cargo ship, as well as certain other ship types. 

	Passenger ship classes 

	Which ships are Class I ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged on voyages (not being short international voyages) any of which are long international voyages. (This class includes cruise ships, deep-sea cargo vessels carrying 13 or more passengers, some RFAs, etc. ). 

	Which ships are Class II ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged on voyages (not being long international voyages) any of which are short international voyages (e. g. cross-Channel ferries). 

	Which ships are Class II(A) ships? 
	Passenger ships (other than ships of Classes III to Vl(A) inclusive) engaged on voyages of any kind other than international voyages (e. g. ferries on domestic services between the Scottish mainland and islands). 

	Which ships are Class III ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged only on voyages in the course of which they are at no time more than 70 miles by sea from their port of departure and not more than 18 miles from the coast of the United Kingdom, and which are at sea only in favourable weather and during restricted periods (e. g. the paddle steamer Waverley). 

	Which ships are Class IV ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged only on voyages in Category D waters, or voyages in Category A, B or C and Category D waters. 

	Which ships are Class V ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged only on voyages in Category A, B or C waters. 

	Which ships are Class VI ships? 
	Passenger ships engaged only on voyages with not more than 250 passengers on board, to sea, or in Category A, B or C or in Category D waters, in all cases in favourable weather and during restricted periods, in the course of which the ships are at no time more than 15 miles, exclusive of any Category A, B or C waters, from their point of departure nor more than 3 miles from land. 

	Which ships are Class VI(A) ships? 
	Passenger ships carrying not more than 50 passengers for a distance of not more than 6 miles on voyages to or from isolated communities on the islands or coast of the United Kingdom and which do not proceed for a distance of more than 3 miles from land; subject to any conditions which the Secretary of State may impose. 

	Construction regulations applicable to classes of passenger ship 

	Two sets of Passenger Ship Construction Regulations apply to different classes of passenger ship. What are they? 
	The MS (Passenger Ship Construction: Ships of Classes I, II and II(A)) Regulations 1998 and The MS (Passenger Ship Construction: Ships of Classes III to VI(A)) Regulations 1998. (They consolidated and revoked many old regulations concerning passenger ship construction, survey and stability, and also revoked the Anchors and Chain Cables Rules.
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	Plying limits for passenger ships of Classes IV, V and VI

	What are Category A waters? 
	Narrow rivers and canals where the depth of water is generally less than 1. 5 metres. 

	What are Category B waters? 
	Wider rivers and canals where the depth of water is generally more than 1. 5 metres and where the significant wave height could not be expected to exceed 0. 6 metres at any time. 

	What are Category C waters? 
	Tidal rivers and estuaries and large, deep lakes and lochs where the significant wave height could not be expected to exceed 1. 2 metres at any time. 

	What are Category D waters? 
	Tidal rivers and estuaries where the significant wave height could not be expected to exceed 2. 0 metres at any time. 

	What is the reason for categorising waters? 
	For determining the application of merchant shipping regulations to Class IV, V and VI passenger ships. 

	Where can you find information about Category A, B, C and D waters? 
	In the Categorisation of Waters Regulations and in MSN 1719. 

	Non-passenger ship classes 

	Which ships are Class VII ships? 
	Ships (other than ships of Classes I, VII(T), XI and XII) engaged on voyages any of which are long international voyages (e. g. ocean-going dry-cargo vessels). 

	Which ships are Class VII(T) ships? 
	Tankers engaged on voyages any of which are long international voyages (e. g. ocean-going tankers). 

	Which ships are Class VIII ships? 
	Ships (other than ships of Classes II, VIII(T), IX, XI and XII) engaged on voyages (not being long international voyages) any of which are short international voyages (e. g. coastal dry-cargo vessels). 

	Which ships are Class VIII(T) ships? 
	Tankers engaged on voyages (not being long international voyages) any of which are short international voyages (e. g. tankers trading UK and near-Continent). 

	Which ships are Class VIII(A) ships? 
	Ships (other than ships of Classes II(A) to VI(A) inclusive), VIII(A)(T), IX, IX(A), IX(A)(T), XI and XII) engaged only on voyages which are not international voyages (e. g. dry-cargo vessels trading only domestically). 

	Which ships are Class VIII(A)(T) ships? 
	Tankers engaged only on voyages which are not international voyages (e. g. tankers trading UK coastwise only). 

	Which ships are Class IX ships? 
	Tugs and tenders (other than ships of Classes II, II(A), III, VI and VI(A) which proceed to sea but are not engaged on long international voyages (e. g. coastal tugs). 

	Which ships are Class IX(A) ships? 
	Ships (other than ships of Classes IV to VI inclusive) which do not proceed to sea (e. g. harbour dredgers). 

	Which ships are Class IX(A)(T) ships? 
	Tankers which do not proceed to sea (e. g. harbour bunker barges). 

	Which ships are Class XI ships? 
	Sailing ships (other than ships of Class XII) which proceed to sea (e. g. sail training vessels) 

	Which ships are Class XII ships? 
	Pleasure craft of 13. 7 metres in length or over (e. g. large motor and other yachts). 

	Is there a Class X? 
	Not amongst merchant ship classes. Class X ships are fishing boats. 

	SOLAS certificates 

	What are the main ship certificates issued under the SOLAS Convention? 
	(1) Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (PSSC); (2) Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate (SCC); (3) Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate (SEC); (4) Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (SRC); (5) Cargo Ship Safety Certificate (CSSC). Collectively these may be called 'SOLAS certificates' or 'safety certificates'. SOLAS also provides for the issue of Exemption Certificates. 

	Which ships are 'passenger ships' for SOLAS certification purposes? 
	Ships carrying more than 12 passengers. A passenger ship actually carrying less than 13 passengers on a voyage may operate and be certificated on that voyage as a cargo ship. 

	Who is defined by SOLAS as a passenger? 
	Every person other than (a) the master, crew members and other persons employed or engaged in any capacity on board on ship's business; and (b) a child under 1 year old. 

	Which ships are 'cargo ships' for SOLAS certification purposes? 
	All ships other than passenger ships (whether they are true cargo-carrying ships or not). 

	You are joining your first offshore supply vessel when you notice that the stern light is not right an. Is this permitted? What would you do about it? 
	It is probably permitted. I would check the Safety Equipment Certificate to see if there is an Exemption Certificate attached with a reference to the stern light and alternative arrangements to be made. (In any case where the vessel can not comply fully with SOLAS requirements, the owners should have applied to the flag state Administration for an Exemption, and an Exemption Certificate should be in force. ) 

	What are the usual contents of an Exemption Certificate? 
	The identity of the particular regulation(s) (or parts thereof) exempted from; the alternative arrangements and conditions imposed by the flag state administration; surveyor's signature, port, date, official stamp. 
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	When will an Exemption Certificate expire?
	When the related ship certificate expires.

	MARPOL certificates 

	What certificates may be issued under the provisions of the MARPOL Convention? 
	(1) International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPPC); (2) International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate (INLSC); and (3) Exemption Certificate. 

	Is an OPIC a MARPOL certificate? 
	No. An Oil Pollution Insurance Certificate is a requirement of another convention, the Civil Liability Convention (known as the CLC). 

	Is a UKOPPC a MARPOL certificate? 
	No. A UK Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate is issued under the UK Merchant Shipping Acts to vessels trading on non-international voyages, although it certifies that the ship meets MARPOL-equivalent standards contained in UK regulations. 

	Load Line Convention certificates 

	What certificates may be issued under the provisions of the Load Line Convention? 
	(1) International Load Line Certificate (1966); (2) International Load Line Exemption Certificate. 

	Harmonised System of Survey and Certification 

	When did the IMO Harmonised System of Survey and Certification (Harmonised System of Survey and Certification) come into force internationally and in the UK? 
	It came into international effect on 3rd February 2000. It was implemented in the UK on 8th June 2000 when the MS (Survey and Certification) (Amendment) Regulations 2000 and the MS (Load Lines) (Amendment) Regulations 2000 came into force. 

	What are the main benefits of the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	A ship will no longer have to go out of service for survey to meet the requirements of one convention shortly after having to do so for another convention. 

	Broadly, which certificates are included in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	All SOMS, MARPOL and Load Line Convention certificates, including certificates issued under the international gas (IGC) and chemical tanker (IBC) codes, and the BCH Code for older chemical tankers. 

	Specifically, which ship certificates are covered by the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Certificate; International Load Lines Certificate; International Load Lines Exemption Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention certificate; International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk; International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in bulk; Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk; International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk. 

	What main change to ship certificates does the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification make? 
	All certificates for cargo ships will have a 5-year maximum validity. (Previously, Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificates were valid for a maximum of 2 years, while Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificates were valid for 1 year. ) 

	Does the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification make any change to the validity of the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate? 
	No, it remains a 1-year certificate. 

	What change is made to the renewal survey arrangements under the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	The renewal survey may be completed within 3 months before the expiry date of an existing certificate with no loss of its period of validity. 

	What change is made to certificate extension periods under the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	Extension of certificates is limited to 3 months to enable a ship to complete its voyage (or 1 month for ships engaged on short voyages) (as compared with 5 months under previous regulations). 

	Where an extension has been granted, from when does validity of the new certificate start? 
	From the expiry date of the existing certificate before its extension. 

	How will a ship switch to the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	The owner/manager, together with the certifying authority (e. g. the classification society) will decide on a mutually convenient date for introducing the system for the ship; this may not be later than the expiry date of the Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. Although some certificates will still be in force when the ship switches to the harmonised system, renewal surveys for all certificates will have to be carried out whether due or not, and new certificates issued. 

	What are the various types of survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	(1) Initial survey; (2) periodical survey; (3) renewal survey; (4) intermediate survey; (5) annual survey; and (6) additional survey. 

	What is an initial survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	A complete inspection of all the items relating to the particular certificate before the ship is put into service to ensure that they are in a satisfactory condition and fit for the service for which the ship is intended. 
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	What is a periodical survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	An inspection of the items relating to the particular certificate to ensure that they are in a satisfactory condition and fit for the service for which the ship is intended. 

	What is a renewal survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	As for a periodical survey, but also leads to the issue of a new certificate. 

	What is an intermediate survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	An inspection of specified items relevant to the particular certificate to ensure that they are in a satisfactory condition and fit for the service for which the ship is intended. 

	When are intermediate surveys carried out? 
	An intermediate survey is normally carried out within 6 months either side of the mid-point of the validity period of the certificate, i. e. between 24 months and 36 months. For a 5-year validity certificate this allows the intermediate survey to replace either the second or third annual survey, which reduces the survey burden on shipowners. 

	What is an annual survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	A general inspection of the items relating to the particular certificate to ensure that they have been maintained and remain satisfactory for the service for which the ship is intended. 

	When are annual surveys carried out? 
	Within 3 months before or after each anniversary date of the certificate, usually counted from completion of the initial survey. 

	What is an additional survey in the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	An inspection, either general or partial according to the circumstances, to be made after a repair resulting from investigations or whenever any important repairs or renewals are made. 

	Survey and Certification Regulations 

	What is a statutory survey? 
	One required by a government regulation, as opposed to a class survey, which is not a statutory requirement. 

	Which UK regulations enforce SOLAS survey requirements in the UK? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Survey and Certification) Regulations 1995. 

	What IMO instrument do the MS (Survey and Certification) (Amendment) Regulations 2000 implement? 
	The SOLAS Protocol of 1988 which introduces the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification. (See sub-section above dealing with this system. ) 

	Who is responsible for carrying out surveys of UK ships? 
	Except for surveys of radio installations, and surveys where a certificate is to be issued by another government at the request of the MCA, surveys of UK ships are carried out by surveyors appointed by an appropriate Certifying Authority. 

	Who is an 'appropriate Certifying Authority' for carrying out surveys of UK ships? 
	In relation to passenger ships and safety equipment of cargo ships, the MCA. In relation to cargo ships, except their radio installations and safety equipment, the MCA or surveyors of the British Committees of Lloyd's Register of Shipping, Bureau Veritas, Det Norske Veritas, American Bureau of Shipping, Germanischer Lloyd or Registro Italiano Navale. 

	Who may carry out surveys of radio installations of UK ships? 
	Radio surveys on passenger ships in UK ports are carried out by GEC-Marconi. Surveys at non-UK ports may be carried out, at the of the shipowner's option, by either GEC-Marconi or, if the MCA has appointed a local surveyor in a port, by that surveyor, or by a foreign government at the request of the MCA. 

	Who may carry out surveys of cargo ship safety equipment? 
	Surveys in UK ports or territorial waters of cargo ship safety equipment may only be carried out by MCA surveyors. Surveys in other ports and waters may be carried out by surveyors of other Certifying Authorities. 

	Who may carry out surveys of UK ro-ro passenger ships? 
	Only MCA surveyors. 

	Who may carry out surveys of UK passenger ships other than ro-ro passenger ships? 
	They may be carried out in part by a surveyor appointed by another Certifying Authority authorised for that purpose by the MCA. 

	Who may carry out surveys of radio-navigational equipment? 
	At the option of the owner they may be carried out by an appropriate Certifying Authority, or by the MCA 

	What surveys are required for a UK passenger ship? 
	Before a passenger ship is put into service she must have an initial survey as set out in MSN 1751. Before the end of every 12-month period following the issue of the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, she must have a passenger ship renewal survey as in MSN 1751. There must also be two inspections of the ship's bottom, out of the water, to take place within any 5-year period, and within intervals of not more than 36 months. Also, after a repair resulting from investigations following a report to the MCA or a proper officer of an accident or a defect affecting the safety of the ship or its life-saving appliances, there must be an additional survey. 

	What surveys are required for the safety equipment of a UK cargo ship of 500 GT or more on international voyages? 
	(1 ) Before the ship is put in service, a cargo ship safety equipment initial survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (2) At the intervals specified in MSN 1751 (which can be no more than 5 years) a cargo ship safety 
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	equipment renewal sunrvey as in MSN 1751 is required. (3) Within 3 months before or after the 2nd or 3rd anniversary date of a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate first being issued, a cargo ship safety equipment periodical survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (4) Within 3 months before or after each anniversary date of the issue of the ship's Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate, other than where a periodical survey is required to be carried out within that period, an annual survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (5) After a repair resulting from investigations following a reported accident or defect affecting safety or LSA, or whenever any important repairs or renewals are made, an additional survey as in MSN 1751 is required. 

	What surveys are required for the radio installations of a UK cargo ship of 300 GT or more engaged on international voyages? 
	(1) Before the ship is put in service, a cargo ship radio installations initial survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (2) At the intervals specified in MSN 1751 (which can be no more than 5 years) a cargo ship radio installations renewal survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (3) Within 3 months before or after the 2nd or 3rd anniversary date of a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate first being issued, a cargo ship radio installations periodical survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (4) After a repair resulting from investigations following a reported accident or defect affecting safety or LSA, or whenever any important repairs or renewals are made, an additional survey as in MSN 1751 is required. 

	What surveys are required for the structure, machinery and equipment (other than safety equipment or radio equipment) of a UK cargo ship of any tonnage, engaged on any type of voyages? What are the responsibilities of the owner and the master under the Survey and Certification Regulations? 
	(1 ) Before the ship is put in service, a cargo ship structure, etc. initial survey, including an inspection of the ship's bottom as in MSN 1751 is required. (2) At the intervals specified in MSN 1751 (which may be no more than 5 years) a cargo ship structure, etc. renewal survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (3) Within 3 months before or after the 2nd or 3rd anniversary date of a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate first being issued, a cargo ship structure, etc. intermediate survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (4) Within 3 months before or after each anniversary date of the issue of the ship's Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate, other than where a cargo ship structure, etc. renewal or intermediate survey is required to be carried out within that period, a cargo ship structure, etc. annual survey as in MSN 1751 is required. (5) Two inspections of the ship's bottom as in MSN 1751 are required to take place within any 5-year period and at intervals not exceeding 36 months. (6) After a repair resulting from investigations following a reported accident or defect affecting safety or LSA, or whenever any important repairs or renewals are made, an additional survey as in MSN 1751 is required. To ensure that: (1) the condition of the ship and its equipment is maintained to conform with the provisions of the Regulations to ensure that the ship in all respects will remain fit to proceed to sea without danger to the ship or persons on board; and that (2) after any survey required by the Regulations has been completed, no change is made in the structural arrangements, machinery, equipment and other items covered by the survey without the approval of the appropriate Certifying Authority except by direct replacement. (3) They must also ensure that whenever an accident occurs to a ship or a defect is discovered, either or which affects the ship's safety or the efficiency or completeness of the LSA or other equipment, it is reported as soon as possible to the appropriate Certifying Authority, or to a proper officer, and (b) if a UK ship is in such a case in a non-UK port, it is also reported to the appropriate port state authorities. 

	What is the procedure when a ship, including its structure, machinery and equipment, is deficient? 
	Where the surveyor determines that the condition of the ship, including its structure, machinery and equipment, does not correspond substantially with the particulars on a certificate, or is such that the ship is not fit to proceed to sea without danger to the ship or persons on board, he will advise the owner or master of the corrective action required, and notifies the Certifying Authority (e. g. the classification society). If the corrective action is not taken within a reasonable period, the relevant certificate is suspended. The MCA gives notice of the suspension to the owner, the surveyor and to the Certifying Authority, who must in turn inform the master. 

	What certificate will be issued to a UK passenger ship on international voyages after satisfactory completion of a survey or surveys? 
	A Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, unless the ship is on a short international voyage, in which case a short international voyage Passenger Ship Safety Certificate is issued. 

	With reference to the last answer, what is a 'short international voyage'? 
	An international voyage in the course of which the ship is not more than 200 miles from a port or place in which the passengers and crew could be placed in safety. Neither the distance between the last port of call in 
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	which the voyage begins and the final port of destination nor the return voyage shall exceed 600 miles. (The final port of destination is the last port of call in the scheduled voyage at which the ship commences its return voyage to the country in which the voyage began. ) 

	What certificates will be issued to a UK cargo ship on international voyages after satisfactory completion of a survey or surveys? 
	A cargo ship of 300 GT or over will be issued with a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate. A cargo ship of 500 GT or over will be issued with a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and a Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. A cargo ship of 500 GT or over, after an initial or renewal survey covering its structure, machinery and equipment as well as safety equipment and radio installations, and as an alternative to the three separate certificates mentioned, may be issued with a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate. 

	What certificate will be issued to a UK passenger ship on non-international (i. e. domestic) voyages after satisfactory completion of a survey? 
	A Passenger Certificate appropriate to its class, e. g. A Passenger Certificate for a Class I ship, or a Passenger Certificate for a Class IV ship, etc. 

	What certificate will be issued to a UK cargo ship on non-international (i. e. domestic) voyages after satisfactory completion of a survey? 
	A UK cargo ship of 500 GT or over on domestic voyages will be issued with a UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. 

	What must a Passenger Certificate show? 
	It must indicate compliance with the Merchant Shipping Acts, and state (1 ) the limits (if any) beyond which the ship is not fit to ply; (2) the number of passengers which the ship is fit to carry; and (3) any condition with which the ship has to comply. 

	In what form are certificates issued to UK ships to be? 
	A Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate, a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate, Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate, Cargo Ship Safety Certificate and an Exemption Certificate must be in the form prescribed by the 1974 SOLAS Convention. 

	From what date is validity of a ship certificate normally counted? 
	From the date of completion of the relevant survey. 

	For what period of validity are a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate and a short international voyage Passenger Ship Safety Certificate normally issued? 
	For a period not exceeding 12 months. 

	For what period of validity are Cargo Ship Safety Construction, Safety Equipment, Safety Radio and Cargo Ship Safety Certificates normally issued? 
	For a period not exceeding 5 years. 

	Where a renewal survey is completed within 3 months before the expiry of the relevant SOLAS certificate, for how long may the new certificate be issued? 
	(1 ) In the case of a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, for a period of validity not exceeding 12 months from the date of expiry of the existing certificate. (2) In the case of any other certificate, for a period of validity not exceeding 5 years from the date of expiry of the existing certificate. 

	Where a renewal survey has been completed after the expiry of the relevant SOLAS certificate, for how long may the new certificate be issued? 
	(1) In the case of a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, for a period of validity not exceeding 12 months from the date of expiry of the existing certificate. (2) In the case of any other certificate, for a period of validity not exceeding 5 years from the date of expiry of the existing certificate, except in special circumstances as determined by the MCA. 

	What are the requirements where an annual, intermediate or periodical survey is completed before the period prescribed for such a survey? 
	(1 ) The anniversary date shown on the relevant certificate must be amended by endorsement to a date not to be more than 3 months later than the date on which the survey was completed. (2) Subsequent annual, intermediate or periodical surveys required must be completed at the intervals prescribed by the Regulations using the new anniversary date. (3) The expiry date may remain unchanged provided one or more annual, intermediate or periodical surveys, as appropriate, are carried out so that the maximum intervals between the required surveys are not exceeded. 

	What is the duration of SOLAS certificates issued to UK ships engaged on domestic voyages? 
	(1 ) A Passenger Certificate will be issued for a period of validity not exceeding 12 months. (2) A UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate will be issued for a period of validity not exceeding 5 years. 

	In what circumstances will a SOLAS certificate, a Passenger Certificate and a UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate cease to be valid? 
	(1 ) If its period of validity has been exceeded and the certificate has not been extended by the appropriate Certifying Authority in accordance with the Survey and Certification Regulations or otherwise in accordance with the SOMS 1988 Protocol by the government of a SOLAS 1974 party country. (2) If the relevant surveys and inspections have not been completed within the periods specified under the Regulations or otherwise in accordance with the 7988 SOLAS Protocol by the government of a SOLAS 1974 party country, and the certificate has not been extended under Regulation 15 or otherwise in accordance with the f 988 SOLAS Protocol by the government of a SOLAS 1974 party country, or the period of any such extension has expired.
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	What are the requirements concerning the issue and duration of Exemption Certificates? 
	(1 ) When an exemption is granted to a ship in accordance with the relevant regulations applicable to the ship, a certificate called an Exemption Certificate will be issued in addition to any certificate issued under Regulation 10. (2) An Exemption Certificate will be issued for a period of validity that is not longer than the period of validity of the certificate to which it refers. (3) An Exemption Certificate will be subject to the same extension and other provisions as the certificate to which it refers. (4) Where an Exemption Certificate has been issued, a statement to this effect will be included on the certificate to which it refers. 

	What are the requirements concerning extension of the validity of SOLAS certificates? 
	(1 ) Where a SOLAS certificate other than a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate has been issued for a period of validity of less than 5 years and the surveys required under the Regulations have been satisfactorily completed, the Certifying Authority may extend its validity so that it is valid for a maximum period of 5 years. (2) Where a renewal survey has been satisfactorily completed before the expiry of the relevant SOLAS certificate but the new certificate cannot be issued or placed on board the ship before the expiry of the existing certificate, the Certifying Authority may endorse the existing certificate as valid for a period not exceeding 5 months from the expiry date. (3) Where a renewal survey has not been satisfactorily completed before the expiry of the relevant SOLAS certificate and at the time of expiry the ship is not in a port in which it is to be surveyed, the Certifying Authority may, where it appears to it proper and reasonable to do so, extend the validity of the certificate solely for the purpose of allowing the ship to complete its voyage to its port of survey. (Note: No maximum extension period is mentioned in the Regulations, although the SOLAS 1988 Protocol stipulates a maximum extension of 3 months. ) (4) Where no other extension has been granted, the Certifying Authority may extend the validity of a SOLAS certificate of ships solely on short international voyages for a period of no more than one month. 

	In what circumstances might the MCA cancel a SOLAS certificate? 
	Where the MCA has reason to believe that: (1) the certificate was issued on a false or erroneous information; (2) since any survey required by the Regulations, the structure, equipment or machinery has sustained damage or is otherwise deficient. 

	What are the requirements concerning expired or cancelled certificates? 
	The MCA may require that a certificate issued to a UK ship which has expired or has been cancelled will be surrendered, as directed. 

	What is a person prohibited from doing in connection with certificates referred to in the Survey and Certification Regulations? 
	(1 ) Intentionally altering a certificate referred to in the Regulations; (2) intentionally making a false certificate referred to in the Regulations; (3) in connection with any survey required by the Regulations, knowingly or recklessly furnishing false information; (4) with intent to deceive, use, lending, or allowing to be used by another, a certificate referred to in the Regulations; (5) failing to surrender a certificate required to be surrendered; (6) in Scotland, forging any certificate referred to in the Regulations. 

	What are the requirements concerning availability of 

certificates ? 
	The owner and master of every ship issued with a SOLAS certificate must ensure that it is readily available on board for examination at all times. 

	Do SOLAS certificates still have to be posted up on board? 
	No. (Until 8th June 2000 they were required to be posted up in a conspicuous place. ) 

	What are the requirements concerning proceeding to sea without the appropriate documentation? 
	No UK ship may proceed to sea unless it has been surveyed and there is in force: (1) in the case of a passenger ship engaged on international voyages, a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, or, if the ship is only engaged on short international voyages, a short international voyage Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; (2) in the case of a cargo ship of 300 GT or over engaged on international voyages, a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; (3) in the case of a cargo ship of 500 GT or over engaged on international voyages, a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and a Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. In the case of a cargo ship of 500 GT or over engaged on international voyages, as an alternative to the separate certificates stated above, a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate may be issued. No cargo ship of 500 GT and over not engaged on international voyages may proceed to sea from a UK port unless it has been surveyed and there is in force a UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate, unless there is in force a (SOLAS) Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate. 
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	What are the requirements about non-UK ships proceeding to sea from UK ports without the appropriate documentation? 
	No ship registered in a SOLAS party country may proceed to sea from a UK port unless there is in force such SOLAS certificates as would be required if the ship was a UK ship. The extension provisions in the Regulations will apply to such certificates as if the ship was a UK ship. 

	What are the requirements concerning production of certificates to customs officers? 
	The master of every ship must produce to an officer of customs from whom clearance for the ship is demanded for an international voyage the certificates or documentation referred to in the Regulations. 

	What are the requirements about proceeding on a voyage or excursion without the appropriate certificate? 
	A passenger ship of Class II(A), III, IV, V, VI or VI(A) may not proceed on a voyage or excursion unless it has been surveyed and there is in force a Passenger Certificate appropriate to the ship's class and applicable to that voyage or excursion. Where a certificate is issued subject to conditions, the ship may not proceed on a voyage or excursion unless all the conditions are complied with. 

	What are the requirements about the limit on the number of passengers on passenger ships? 
	The owner and master of a passenger ship must ensure that there is not on board a greater number of passengers than that stated on the ship's Passenger Ship Safety Certificate or Passenger Certificate. 

	What are the penalties for breaching the Survey and Certification Regulations? 
	If a ship proceeds or attempts to proceed to sea on a voyage or excursion without complying with the Regulations, the owner and master will each be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (£5000) or on conviction on indictment to imprisonment for not more than 2 years, or a fine, or both. 

	Which UK statutory certificates may not be issued by classification societies? 
	Passenger Ship Safety Certificates; Passenger Certificates; Certificates of Fitness for gas and chemical tankers; International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificates. Also, a ship's first Safety Equipment Certificate and International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate must be issued by the MCA. 

	What might a general inspection concern, as made by MCA surveyors? 
	In the case of safety equipment it includes checking validity dates of pyrotechnics, liferafts, extinguishers, etc. and checking when muster drills, launching of boats, working tests of fire pumps, etc. were carried out. It may be expanded into a detailed examination if either the ship or its equipment are found in a poor condition. A general inspection will also be carried out when a snip's name is changed to check that the new name of the ship has been duly marked on lifeboats, lifebuoys, etc. A general inspection may be made on any ship in a UK port at any time without the restrictions imposed on the surveyor by a port state control Memorandum of Understanding. 

	How should application be made for a survey of a UK ship? 
	In the UK, the owner, manager or operator should apply to the appropriate Certifying Authority (MCA or class society) well before the survey is due. For a ship abroad, application should be made to the certifying class society or, if MCA is the certifying authority, to a Proper Officer. 

	While on a one-year time charter, running between the Persian Gulf and Japan, your ship's SEC falls due for renewal in one month's time. What action would you take? 
	Unless the owners make application themselves I would apply to a proper officer (i. e. a consul) (in Japan or a Gulf state) for survey by an authorised body (MCA or an MCA-authorised class society). 

	What surveys does the MCA not delegate to classification societies? 
	Passenger ship initial surveys (for issue of a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate or Passenger Certificate); initial surveys for issue of a Certificate of Fitness or International Noxious Liquid Safety Certificate; initial surveys for issue of the first Safety Equipment Certificate and International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; and all radio surveys. 

	What documents are available to owners and masters that explain what surveyors will look for in various types of survey? 
	Instructions to Surveyors, A4 folders published by the Stationery Office and available from Government Bookshops, covering LSA Fire Fighting Equipment, Load Lines, Oil Pollution, Garbage, Carriage of Cargoes, the ISM Code, and Tonnage Measurement. 

	Certificates required by ship types 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag 65000 DWT Class VII bulk carrier? 
	Certificate of Registry; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag 15000 DWT Class VII(T) chemical tanker? 
	Certificate of Registry; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; International or other Certificate of Fitness; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 
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	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag Class VII(T) VLCC? 
	Certificate of Registry; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; Oil Pollution Insurance Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag Class VII or Class VIII offshore supply vessel carrying a substance classified as a noxious liquid substance (e. g. brine) in its cargo tanks? 
	Certificate of Registry; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate (from 1 July 2002 latest); Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag Class I cruise ship? 
	Certificate of Registry; Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a Class II ro-ro/passenger ferry employed on a UK/Continent service? 
	Certificate of Registry; Passenger Ship Safety Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a Class II(A) ro-ro/passenger ferry employed on Scottish Western Isles services? 
	Certificate of Registry; Passenger Certificate; UK Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate; Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory ship certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag Class VII MODU (e. g. a semi-submersible drilling rig)? 
	Certificate of Registry; Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate; Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate (from 1 July 2002 latest); Safe Manning Document. 

	What are the main statutory certificates you would expect to find on a UK-flag ro-ro/passenger high-speed craft (HSC) operating between UK and Ireland? 
	Certificate of Registry; HSC Safety Certificate; Permit to Operate; International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate; International Load Line Certificate; International Tonnage Certificate; ISM Document of Compliance and Safety Management Certificate. 

	What other statutory documents might you find on a high speed craft? 
	Muster List; Lift Certificate; Berth List; De-ratting Exemption Certificate; EPIRB Registration Certificates; MES and ILR Certificates; Ship Radio Licence; Intact Stability Manual; Assignment of Freeboard Certificate; Type Rating Certificates for operating crew; Craft Operating Manual; Craft Maintenance Manual; Route Operational Manual. 

	Certificate validity 

	Which SOLAS ship certificates had a maximum validity of less than 5 years before implementation of the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification? 
	(1 ) Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (1 year); (2) Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate (2 years); and (3) Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate (1 year). 

	Under the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification, which SOLAS ship certificate has a maximum validity of less than 5 years? 
	Only the Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (1 year). 

	Which UK statutory ship certificate has a maximum validity of one year? 
	A Passenger Certificate. 

	Which international ship certificate has indefinite validity, subject to its conditions of issue continuing to be complied with? 
	The International Tonnage Certificate (1969). It would have to be replaced by a new certificate, however, if there were any substantial changes in the ship's dimensions, e. g. if the ship was lengthened. 

	Extension of certificate validity 

	Before implementation of the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification, which IMO Convention statutory certificates could not be extended? 
	(1) Cargo Ship Safety Construction; (2) Certificates of Fitness for gas and chemical tankers; and (3) International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate. An International Load Line Certificate could be extended, but only to await a new certificate following a renewal survey. 

	Under the IMO Harmonised System of Survey and Certification, what are the arrangements for extension of certificates covered by the system? 
	Any certificate covered by the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification may be extended for a maximum of 3 months to complete a voyage, or 1 month for ships engaged on short voyages. 

	You are delayed by an engine breakdown on a voyage to a port where you are due to have a renewal survey for your various harmonised certificates. As master, how would you make a request for an extension to the validity of your certificates? 
	I would send a written request to MCA Southampton by telex/fax/radio-telegram, stating the ship's identity; the certificates concerned; when/where the renewal survey was due to be held; the reason why the survey must be delayed; when/where the survey can now be held; and my personal confirmation that the items covered by the surveys due are is in good order. 
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	What would be the effect where you could not give your personal confirmation mentioned in the last answer? 
	If equipment, etc. is not in good order, the certificate may not be extended. This would mean that if the ship had to make a call at an intermediate port (e. g. for bunkers) before reaching the survey port, the certificate would be invalidated on arrival at the intermediate port and would have to be renewed before the vessel proceeded to sea from that port. 

	How would MCA reply to your extension request message, and what would you do with their reply? 
	MCA will reply by the same transmission means, e. g. fax, with the appropriate Extension Certificate contained in their message. I would attach the Extension Certificate to the relevant certificate. 

	What would you do if a foreign port official doubted the authenticity of your faxed Extension Certificate which you have stapled to the certificate? 
	I would refer the matter to a Proper Officer (e. g. the British Consul). Proper Officers have authority to authenticate extended certificates in these cases. 

	What is a Letter of Compliance, and what does it state? 
	A notice or form issued by a surveyor, listing any defects found during a statutory survey or inspection and stating the maximum period allowed for rectification. E. g. '(Code No. ) Leaking fire water main: 7 days'. This allows the vessel to sail to a port where the defects can be made good. Surveyors issue Letters of Compliance when they exercise their discretion (pre-harmonisation) to extend a SOMS certificate's validity by up to 1 month for a 'period of grace'. A surveyor at the next port is usually asked to check that the items have been completed on time. 

	PASSENGER SHIP SAFETY CERTIFICATE (PSSC) and PASSENGER CERTIFICATE(PC) 

	What is the basic difference between a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (PSSC) and a Passenger Certificate (PC)? 
	A Passenger Ship Safety Certificate is a SOMS requirement and is basically a three-in-one safety certificate (construction, equipment and radio), whereas a Passenger Certificate is a UK Government requirement stating the maximum number of persons which the ship can carry within specified plying limits. A PSSC is required by any passenger ship for an international voyage, whereas if she only trades on domestic voyages, she only requires a PC. 

	Passenger Ship Safety Certificate (PS SC)

	Which ships require a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, or PSSC? 
	All passenger ships (of SOMS party states) on international voyages. 

	Who can undertake initial and other PSSC surveys? 
	For UK ships, only MCA surveyors. For non-UK ships, surveyors of certain classification societies are often authorised by the flag state to carry out surveys. 

	What items are inspected in the initial survey for a PSSC? 
	(1) Construction, machinery and equipment other than safety equipment; (2) safety equipment; (3) radio equipment; (4) subdivision load lines. 

	What are the contents of a PSSC? 
	Name of ship; Distinctive number or letters; Port of registry; Gross tonnage; Sea areas in which ship is certified to operate; IMO Number; Date on which keel was laid. Certifying statement that the ship has been surveyed in accordance with SOMS and that the survey showed the ship complied with SOMS requirements as regards: structure, main and auxiliary machinery, boilers and other pressure vessels; watertight subdivision arrangements and details; subdivision load lines detailed on the certificate); structural fire protection, fire safety systems and appliances and fire control plans; life-saving appliances and equipment of lifeboats, liferafts and rescue boats; line-throwing appliance; radio installations used in life-saving appliances; radio installations; functioning of radio installations used in life-saving appliances; shipborne navigational equipment, means of embarkation for pilots and nautical publications; lights, shapes, means of making sound signals and distress signals; and all other respects. Note of any Exemption Certificate issued. Expiry date. Place and date of issue. Surveyor's signature and name, MCA stamp. There is space below for any Extension granted. 

	Which document must supplement the PSSC? 
	A Record of Equipment, listing details of LSA, details of radio facilities, methods used to ensure availability of radio facilities. 

	What are subdivision load lines? 
	One or more additional load lines which, if the owners desire, are assigned and marked to correspond with the subdivision draughts approved by the Administration for alternative service conditions. A ro-ro passenger ferry might, for example, have two subdivision load lines: C1 and C2. At C1 she might be certified to carry up to 600 passengers and 60 crew, while at C2 (which gives a greater freeboard) she might be allowed to carry 900 passengers and 60 crew. The line to be used will depend on the passenger spaces in use. If one compartment was bilged the vessel should not (in theory) submerge the Margin of Safety 
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	Line (or 'margin line'), which is 3 inches below the bulkhead deck, i. e. all watertight bulkheads should extend 3" above the damaged condition waterline. Subdivision load lines are not surveyed in Load Line surveys. 

	Which ships are designated 'special trade passenger ships'? 
	Pilgrim ships. They are subject to modified SOLAS regulations under the IMO Special Trade Passenger Ships Agreement and are issued with a special Safety Certificate and a Special Trade Passenger Ships Space Certificate. 

	Passenger Certificate (PC) 

	Which ships require a Passenger Certificate? 
	Every UK passenger ship, of any class from Class 1 to Class VI(A), including those operating on inland waters, must have a PC unless it is on an international voyage, in which case it requires only a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate. (Some ferry companies obtain both a Passenger Certificate and a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate for their ships. ) 

	What are the contents of a Passenger Certificate for a Class II(A) ship? 
	(1) Details of ship: name, port of registry, official number, gross tonnage, name and address of owner; (2) Certification: Statement that the ship has been found to comply with the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Acts for a Class II(A) Passenger Ship and as such is certified to ply within the limits shown and when carrying not more than the maximum number of passengers as stated; plying limits; maximum number of passengers (including children over one year); number of crew; minimum number of crew; maximum total of passengers and crew; number of holders of CPSC; subdivision/loadline marked on the ship's side amidships; freeboard at side; distance of deck line below deck at side; extreme draught amidships; list of LSA articles to be always kept on board, in good order and ready for immediate use, including number of boats, liferafts and buoyant apparatus (each with number of persons accommodated), number of lifejackets (stating number for persons under 32kg), lifebuoys, approved means of making sound signals, approved set of navigation lights; radio installation (including type fitted and number of radio personnel); navigational equipment instruments fitted (radar, magnetic compass, gyro compass, echo sounder); date of expiry; date of issue; surveyor's signature and MCA stamp. On the reverse: Conditions; Notes. 

	Under the conditions attached to a Passenger Certificate, after what events must a written report be made to the MCA within 24 hours of the event, or as soon as possible thereafter? 
	In the event of (A) any accident occasioning loss of life or serious injury to any person; or (B) any material damage affecting the seaworthiness or efficiency of the ship, either in the hull or in any part of the machinery; or (C) any alterations or renewal in the ship's hull, machinery or equipment which may affect the efficiency or the seaworthiness of the ship. 

	When does a UK passenger ship issued with a PSSC not also require a Passenger Certificate? 
	When she is on an international voyage. 

	In the event of a Class II(A) passenger ship being transferred to new UK owners, what will happen to her Passenger Certificate? 
	It immediately lapses without the need for formal cancellation, but it may be renewed if the ship is found in satisfactory condition on inspection (if this should be considered necessary), and if the new owners satisfy the DETR that the appropriate conditions will be complied with. 

	In what circumstances, in connection with a Passenger Certificate, does the DETR require a written report from the owner or master? 
	In the event of (1 ) any accident occasioning loss of life or serious injury to any person; or (2) any material damage affecting the seaworthiness or efficiency of the ship, either in the hull or in any part of the machinery; or (3) any alterations or renewal in the ship's hull, machinery or equipment which may affect the efficiency or the seaworthiness of the ship. 

	What must be done, in relation to a Passenger Certificate, whenever there is any doubt that the ship is entirely seaworthy? 
	The Passenger Certificate should be returned to the nearest DETR Marine Office with an explanation and the ship should not be put into service again until the surveyor has satisfied himself that any deficiency of hull, machinery or equipment has been made good, and until the certificate has been re-issued. 

	CARGO SHIP SAFETY CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATE (SCC) 

	Which ships require a Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate? 
	Cargo ships of 500 GT or over on international voyages. (This contrasts with the SOLAS cargo ship lower tonnage limit of 300 GT for the SRC. ) 

	What does a Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate certify? 
	That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with SOLAS requirements; that the survey showed that the structure, machinery and equipment (as defined in SOLAS) was satisfactory and the ship complied with the relevant parts of SOLAS; whether an Exemption Certificate has or has not been issued; whether a classification society's Document of Compliance has or has not been issued (if applicable) in 
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	accordance with Regulation 54 of Chapter II-2 for ships carrying dangerous goods. 

	What other details are shown on a Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate issued by a classification society? 
	Name of ship; distinctive numbers or letters (call sign); port of registry; gross tonnage; deadweight of ship (for tankers, gas carriers and chemical tankers only); IMO Number; whether ship is an oil tanker, chemical tanker, gas carrier or other cargo ship type; date on which keel was laid; date of expiry of validity; place and date of issue; signature (of classification society official). Supplement for a ship carrying crude or other oil. Spaces for recording 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Mandatory Annual Surveys. Space for recording Intermediate Survey for tankers of 10 years age or more. 

	Who can undertake initial and other Safety Construction Certificate surveys and issue Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificates? 
	MCA or authorised classification societies (who in practice usually carry out surveys on classed ships. ) 

	In which regulations would you find the survey requirements for safety construction surveys? 
	The MS (Cargo Ship Construction) Regulations 1997. 

	What items are covered by the Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate initial survey? 
	Structural strength; peak and machinery bulkheads and stern tubes; watertight bulkheads, decks and inner bottoms; watertight decks, trunks, tunnels, duct keels and ventilators; watertight doors; ballast and bilge pumping and drainage arrangements; main machinery; means of manoeuvring and going astern; boilers and other pressure vessels; boiler feed systems; steam pipe systems; air pressure systems; cooling water systems; oil and gaseous fuel installations; lubricating and other oil installations; remote control of propulsion machinery from the bridge; steering gear, ventilating systems in machinery spaces; protection against noise; communication between engine room and bridge; engineers' alarm; spare gear; UMS; closing of openings; electrical installations: main source of electrical power and main switchboard; lighting systems; emergency and transitional sources of power and emergency switchboards; location and construction of cables; general precautions against shock, fire and other hazards; electrical equipment in hazardous areas and spaces; anchors, anchor handling equipment and chain cables; emergency towing arrangements. Additional items for tankers: location of spaces; cargo tank ventilation; ventilation of pump rooms and other enclosed spaces; inerting, ventilation and gas measurement; access to spaces in cargo tank area. 

	Which ships may be issued with a UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate? 
	UK cargo ships of 500 GT or over not engaged on international voyages, after satisfactory survey. 

	Is a UK Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate an IMO requirement? 
	No, it is issued under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping Acts, not under SOMS. (It is a UK government requirement. ) 

	CARGO SHIP SAFETY EQUIPMENT CERTIFICATE (SEC) 

	Which ships require a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate? 
	Cargo ships of 500 GT or over on international voyages. (This contrasts with the SOLAS cargo ship lower tonnage limit of 300 GT for the Safety Radio Certificate. ) 

	What does a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate certify? 
	That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with SOMS requirements; that the survey showed the ship complied with SOMS as regards fire safety systems and appliances and fire control plans; the LSA and the equipment of lifeboats, liferafts and rescue boats were provided in accordance with SOMS; the ship was provided with a line-throwing appliance and radio installations used in LSA in accordance with SOMS; the ship complied with SOMS as regards shipborne navigational equipment, means of embarkation for pilots and nautical publications; the ship was provided with lights, shapes and means of making sound signals and distress signals, in compliance with SOMS and COLREG; in all other respects the ship complied with SOMS; that the ship operates within the limits of the trade areas specified; that in implementing Regulation l/6(b) the UK Government has instituted Mandatory Annual Surveys; and whether an Exemption Certificate has or has not been issued. 

	What documents are issued together with a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate for a UK ship, supplementing it? 
	A Record of Equipment (a SOMS requirement simply listing numbers of LSA items carried); and a Record of Inspection (a UK statutory document containing a detailed list of all safety equipment and other items inspected in the survey). The ROI is a useful document to a deck officer making routine inspections of safety equipment. 

	Who can undertake initial and other Safety Equipment Certificate surveys? 
	Initial survey must be by MCA Annual and renewal surveys may be done by an authorised classification society, but one survey in each 5y period must be by MCA.
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	What items are inspected in the initial survey for a Cargo Ship Safety Equipment Certificate? 
	Lifeboats and Class C boats; davits and winches; inflatable boats; liferafts; buoyant apparatus and lifejackets; rockets and signals; immersion suits; TPAs; hand-held VHFs; EPIRBs; radar transponders; navigation lights; positioning of side-lights; signal lantern; echo-sounder, gyro compass; sound signals, shapes and additional lanterns; fire-extinguishing equipment; fixed fire installations including deck foam and IG systems for tankers and water spray systems for ro-ro cargo spaces; firemen's outfits; fire detection and alarm system; emergency controls; emergency electric power; stability data; fire control plans; pilot ladder. 

	What action would you take if, on joining a ship that was not due for its Safety Equipment survey for another 6 months, you found that some lifesaving or fire-fighting appliances had minor defects (e. g. a dud lifebuoy light and a missing fire hose nozzle)? 
	Either make good the defects before sailing or apply to MCA for a general inspection and get MCA's written approval to sail. Unless defects are serious enough to warrant detention, MCA will probably issue a Letter of Compliance. 

	What might be the consequences when a surveyor carrying out a Safety Equipment Certificate renewal survey finds some minor LSA defects, e. g. dead bulbs in a man overboard light, or reflective tape missing from lifejackets? 
	Failure of SEC survey and non-issue of new SEC. Surveyor would probably issue a Letter of Compliance stating maximum time for fitting new bulb. 

	You join a Liberian-flagged tanker in a UK port and find she has a defective ARPA. Would you sail? 
	No. To do so would be a breach of SOLAS regulations and invalidate all other statutory certificates, rendering the vessel unseaworthy, with the knock-on effect of loss of insurance and P&l cover. As with any UK ship, I must have the ARPA repaired before sailing or, if that is impossible, I could apply to the MCA for issue of a conditionally-issued Safety Equipment Certificate for a single voyage to a port where it could be repaired. (As another SOLAS Party State, the MCA may issue SOLAS certificates on behalf of the Liberian Administration. ) 

	If your ship carries safety equipment in excess of statutory requirements, can it be of any make and type the owner likes? 
	No. According to M. 1611 it must still conform to approved specifications as laid down in Merchant Shipping Notices. (M. 1611 has been cancelled without replacement. ) 

	CARGO SHIP SAFETY RADIO CERTIFICATE (SRC) 

	Which ships require a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate? 
	Cargo ships of 300 GT or over on international voyages. (This contrasts with the SOMS cargo ship lower tonnage limit of 500 GT for the SCC and SEC. ) 

	What does a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate certify? 
	That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with SOLAS; that the survey showed that the ship complied with SOLAS requirements as regards radio installations; and the functioning of the radio installations used in LSA complied with SOLAS requirements; whether an Exemption Certificate has or has not been issued. 

	What document is issued together with a Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate, supplementing it? 
	A Record of Equipment of Radio Facilities. This shows: particulars of ship (name, call sign and number of persons with required qualifications to operate the radio installations); details of radio facilities (actual provision of VHF and MF R/T, DSC, Navtex, EGC, Inmarsat SES, etc. ); methods used to ensure availability of radio facilities (duplication of equipment, shore-based maintenance or at-sea maintenance capability); for W/T ships, hours of listening by operator, number of operators, whether auto-alarm fitted, whether main installation fitted, whether reserve installation fitted; for R/T ships: hours of listening by operator, number of operators. 

	Who can undertake initial and other Safety Radio Certificate surveys on a UK ship? 
	In the UK, and abroad if required: GEC-Marconi. Surveys of a UK ship abroad, by the local port state administration (if a SOLAS party) can be arranged through a British Consul or High Commissioner, but for ro-ro ships abroad, application should be made to GEC-Marconi. 

	Which ships are 'radio-telephone ships' and 'radio-telegraph ships' under the Radio Regulations? Which ships are 'GMDSS ships'? 
	'Radio-telephone ships' are cargo ships of 300 GT or more but less than 1600 GT; 'radio-telegraph ships' are cargo ships of 1600 GT or over. Any ship of 300 GT or more may be a GMDSS ship, when fitted with GMDSS equipment and certified as such. 

	Under SOLAS, which ships are required to be fitted with GMDSS equipment? 
	All 'new' cargo ships of 300 GT and over, and all 'new' passenger ships (i. e. built on or after 1 February 1995) on international voyages. By 1 February 1999 all 'existing' cargo ships of 300 GT and over, and all passenger ships (i. e. built before 1 February 1995) sailing on international voyages, must be GMDSS-frtted. 
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	Under the UK's Radio Installations Regulations 1992, which ships are required to be fitted with GMDSS equipment? 
	All 'new' cargo ships of 300 GT and over, and all 'new1 passenger ships (i. e. built on or after 1 February 1995) on domestic or international voyages. By 1 February 1999 all 'existing' cargo ships of 300 GT and over, and all passenger ships (i. e. built before 1 February 1995) sailing on domestic or international voyages, must be GMDSS-frtted. 

	CARGO SHIP SAFETY CERTICATE (CSSC)

	Which ships may be issued with a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate? 
	Cargo ships of 500 GT or over engaged on international voyages, as an alternative to being issued with separate Safety Construction, Safety Equipment and Safety Radio Certificates. (This certificate is provided for under the SOLAS 1988 Protocol. ) 

	What items are inspected in the initial survey for a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate? 
	(1) Construction, machinery and equipment other than safety equipment; (2) safety equipment; and (3) radio equipment. 

	What are the contents of a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate? 
	(1 ) Particulars of ship (name; distinctive number or letters (call sign); port of registry; gross tonnage; deadweight (for oil tankers, chemical tankers and gas carriers only); length of ship; GMDSS sea areas in which the ship is certified to operate; IMO Number). (2) Type of ship (oil tanker, chemical tanker, gas carrier or other cargo ship type). (3) Date on which keel was laid or ship was at a similar stage of construction. (4) Certification statements, including limits of trade area. (5) Expiry date; place and date of issue; signature of authorized official issuing the certificate; MCA stamp. (6) Endorsement spaces for recording annual and intermediate surveys and two inspections of outside of ship's bottom. (7) Endorsement spaces to record extension of certificate under various regulations. 

	What document must supplement a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate? 
	A Record of Equipment, listing details of LSA, details of radio facilities, methods used to ensure availability of radio facilities. 

	What details are shown on the Record of Equipment for a ship issued with a Cargo Ship Safety Certificate? 
	(1 ) Particulars of ship including name; distinctive number or letters; minimum number of persons with required qualifications to operate the radio installations. (2) Details of LSA including total number of persons for which LSA are provided; details of lifeboats on port and starboard sides; details of freefall lifeboats, motor lifeboats, rescue boats, liferafts, lifebuoys, lifejackets, immersion suits, thermal protective aids, radio installations used in LSA. (3) Details of radio facilities including primary systems, secondary means of alerting, facilities for reception of maritime safety information, satellite EPIRB, VHF EPIRB, ship's radar transponder, R/T distress frequency watch receiver on 2182 kHz, and device for generating the R/T alarm signal on 2182 kHz. (4) Methods used to ensure availability of radio facilities. 

	SPECIAL PURPOSE SHIPS' CERTIFICATION

	Which ships are Special Purpose Ships? 
	Ships of 500 GT or more of the following types: (1 ) research, expeditions or surveying; (2) training of marine personnel; (3) whale and fish factory, not engaged in catching; (4) ships processing other living resources of the sea, not engaged in catching; (5) ships with design features and modes similar to the above, at the Administration's discretion, if carrying more than 12 'special personnel'. Examples are the British Antarctic Survey vessels, and cable-laying/diving support vessels of various companies. 

	Who are 'special personnel'? 
	All persons who are not passengers or members of the crew or children of under one year of age and who are carried on board in connection with the special purpose of that ship or because of special work being carried out aboard that ship. 

	Which IMO instrument governs the construction, equipment and operation of special purpose ships? 
	The Code of Safety for Special Purpose Ships (known as the Special Purpose Ships Code). 

	What special certificate would you expect to find on a Special Purpose Ship? 
	A Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate. 

	What does the Special Purpose Ship Safety Certificate cover? 
	More or less the same items as a Passenger Ship Safety Certificate, with the exception of subdivision load lines (which a special purpose ship does not have), and substituting 'provisions of the Code' for 'provisions of SOLAS'. (The Special Purpose Ships Code, not SOLAS, contains the requirements for construction, LSA and FFE, etc. of special purpose ships. ) 

	What other ship certificates must a Special Purpose Ship carry? 
	Where a special purpose ship is normally engaged on international voyages as defined in SOLAS 74 it should also carry SOLAS Safety Certificates, either (a) for a passenger ship with a SOLAS Exemption Certificate; or (b) for a cargo ship with a SOLAS Exemption Certificate, where necessary, as the administration (e. g. MCA) deems necessary
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	HIGH-SPEED CRAFT (HSC) CERTIFICATION 

	Which vessels are designated as high​speed craft? 
	Hovercraft, Jetfoils, Seacats, HSS, Jetliner, etc. The HSC Code defines 'high-speed craft' using a formula based partly on displacement. 

	Where can you find the rules and regulations for construction, maintenance and operation of high-speed craft? 
	In the HSC Code. 

	To which craft does the HSC Code apply? 
	High-speed craft on international voyages. 

	What rules does the MCA apply when certificating high-speed craft on UK domestic voyages? 
	These craft may not need to comply fully with the HSC Code. The MCA will determine the extent to which the HSC Code should be applied on a craft-by-craft basis. 

	Which special HSC documents are required to be carried by craft to which the HSC Code applies? 
	(1 ) A HSC Safety Certificate (HSCSC); and (2) a Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft (POHSC). 

	Which special HSC documents are required to be carried by high-speed craft on UK domestic-only voyages? 
	(1 ) A UK HSC Safety Certificate; and (2) a Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft. 

	What 'conventional' ship certificates would you expect to find on a high-speed craft? 
	Certificate of Registry, Safe Manning Document, Safety Radio Certificate, International Load Line Certificate, International Tonnage Certificate, International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate, ISM Safety Management Certificate and Document of Compliance, Certificate of Class. 

	In what way is the load line of a high-speed craft different from that of a conventional ship? 
	On the left side of the load line 'stem', level with the load line through the disc, and at the level of the design waterline, is the letter 'H'. This may be the only assigned load line, but there may also be a 'F' line. 

	What is the significance of the letter 'H' on the load line of a high-speed craft? 
	It marks the position of the design waterline, as required by Reg. 2. 9 of the HSC Code (Marking and recording of the design waterline). The forward and after draughts corresponding to this waterline are shown in the High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate. 

	What manuals and schedules must a high​speed craft carry? 
	(1 ) A Craft Operating Manual; (2) a Route Operational Manual; (3) a Training Manual; (4) a Maintenance Manual; and (5) a Servicing Schedule. These are prescribed by the HSC Code. 

	In what forms may the Maintenance Manual and Servicing Schedule be? 
	Paper or computerised. (The Stena HSSs have a computerised MASS system - Maintenance and Servicing Schedule system. ) 

	In accordance with what document must a HSC be operated? 
	An approved Operating Manual. 

	Where can you find a list of documents to be carried by UK high-speed craft, and foreign high-speed craft on UK domestic voyages? 
	In Annex 1 to MIN 18. (Note: This has passed its expiry date without replacement. ) 

	High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate (HSCSC) 

	What does a High Speed Craft Safety Certificate certify? 
	(1) That the craft has been duly surveyed in accordance with the HSC Code. (2) That the survey showed that the structure, equipment, fittings, radio station arrangements and materials of the craft and the condition thereof are in all respects satisfactory and the craft complies with the relevant provisions of the Code. (3) That life-saving appliances are provided for the total number of persons stated and no more. (4) That, in accordance with 1. 11 of the Code, the listed equivalents have been granted in respect of the craft. 

	What are the other contents of a High Speed Craft Safety Certificate? 
	Certificate number. Place and date of issue. Expiry date. Endorsements for Periodical Surveys as required by 1. 5. 1 of the HSC Code. Other endorsements permitted by the Code. 

	Which document should supplement a High Speed Craft Safety Certificate? 
	A Record of Equipment. 

	What is listed on the Record of Equipment? 
	Particulars of craft, including name, manufacturer's model and hull number, distinctive numbers or letters, port of registry, Gross Tonnage, draughts at design waterline, Category, Craft Type and Sea Areas in which the craft is designed to operate; Details of LSA Details of radio facilities; Methods used to ensure availability of radio facilities. 

	What are the various Categories on the High Speed Craft Safety Certificate? 
	Category A Passenger craft; Category B Passenger craft; Cargo craft. 

	What are the various Craft Types on the High Speed Craft Safety Certificate? 
	Air-cushion vehicle; surface effect ship; hydrofoil; monohull; multihull; other. 

	For which GMDSS sea areas would a high speed craft operating across the Irish Sea probably be certified? 
	Areas A1 and A2. 
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	Permit to Operate High-Speed Craft (POHSC) 

	What are the contents of a Permit to Operate a High-Speed Craft? 
	Name of operators; name of craft; Official Number; Call Sign; IMO Number; Gross Tonnage; Port of Registry. Permit, with attached Conditions, including maximum number of passengers permitted, with related manning scale of total crew (including cabin crew, etc. ). List of operational crew. Place and date of issue. Signature of issuing authority. 

	What is the maximum period of validity of a Permit to Operate? 
	12 months. 

	When must a new Permit to Operate be applied for? 
	When the craft is to be used on routes other than those specified in the Permit. 

	What subjects would the Conditions attached to a Permit to Operate cover? 
	Operating limits; number of persons; crew complement; operational requirements; records to be maintained. 

	INTERNATIONAL and UK OIL POLLUTION PREVENTION CERTIFICATES (IOPPC and UKOPPC) 

	International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPPC) 

	Which ships require an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	Tankers of 150 GT and over and other ships of 400 GT and over on international voyages. 

	Which ships do not require an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	Naval auxiliaries and other State-owned non-commercial ships. 

	Under which international instrument is an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate required? 
	MARPOL Annex I. 

	What does an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate certify? 
	(1 ) That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with Reg. 4 of MARPOL Annex I. (2) That the survey showed that the ship's structure, equipment, systems, fittings, arrangements and materials and the conditions thereof are in all respects satisfactory and that the ship complies with the relevant provisions of MARPOL Annex I. 

	What surveys are required in connection with an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	Initial survey before issue; intermediate survey within 6 months of the half-life of the certificate, replacing the 2nd or 3rd annual survey; mandatory annual surveys within 3 months of each anniversary of initial survey. 

	Who can undertake International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate surveys? 
	ABS, BV, DNV, LR, GL and RINA are authorised to conduct annual, intermediate and renewal IOPPC and UKOPPC surveys, and issue or endorse certificates for annual and intermediate surveys. MCA carries out the initial survey for issue of the first certificate, and surveys of ships not classed with the 6 authorised societies. For foreign vessels changing to the UK register, the first survey will be treated as an initial survey and will be conducted by MCA. 

	What items are inspected in the initial survey for an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	Plans, specifications and other technical documentation (to verify ship and equipment comply with regulations). Oil pollution prevention equipment to be type-approved. Certificates, oil record books, manuals and other documents. Condition of ship and equipment. 

	What is the maximum period of validity of an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate, and are there any circumstances under which it can be extended? 
	5 years, subject to annual and intermediate surveys. It may not be extended. 

	What document is issued as a Supplement to the International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate, and what does it contain? 
	A Record of Construction and Equipment. It lists items included in the IOPP survey and records (for tankers): particulars of ship; equipment for the control of oil discharge from machinery space bilges and oil fuel tanks; tanks for oil residues (sludge); standard discharge connection; construction; retention of oil on board; pumping, piping and discharge arrangements; equivalent arrangements for chemical tankers carrying oil; exemption (if any) from Convention requirements; equivalents (if any). It records (for non-tankers): particulars of ship; equipment for the control of oil discharge from machinery space bilges and oil fuel tanks; tanks for oil residues (sludge); standard discharge connection; exemption (if any) from Convention requirements; equivalents (if any). 

	UK Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (UKOPPC) 

	Which ships require a UK Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate instead of an International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	UK ships of the above tonnages which do not trade on international voyages, e. g. Cal-Mac ferries. (Some 'domestic traders' nevertheless have an IOPPC. ) 

	What are the survey requirements for a UK Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate? 
	Ships must have an initial survey and a renewal (periodical) survey every 5 years. There is no requirement for mandatory annual surveys. 
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	SOPEP and SIMILAR DOCUMENTS 

	What is a SOPEP, and what is it designed to do? 
	A Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plan. Its primary purpose is to set in motion the necessary actions to stop or minimise the discharge and to reduce its effects on the marine environment. 

	Under which international instrument is a SOPEP required, and which ships require one? 
	MARPOL Annex I requires a SOPEP approved by the flag state administration to be carried by all tankers of 150 GT and above, and other ships of 400 GT and above, whether on an international voyage or not. (Under UK law any UK ship issued with an IOPPC or UKOPPC must have a SOPEP. ) 

	What should a SOPEP contain? 
	(1) Preamble (explaining the purpose and use of the plan and indicating how the ship's plan relates to other shore-based plans); (2) Reporting requirements (when to report, information required, who to contact); (3) Steps to control discharge (in both operational spills such as bunker spills and cargo loading/discharge spills, and spills resulting from casualties); (4) National and local co-ordination (information to help the master initiating action by the coastal state); (5) Additional information (non-mandatory) (such as plan review procedures, training and drill procedures, record-keeping procedures, public affairs policy of the owners/operators, etc. ). 

	Where would you find a specimen SOPEP? 
	In MGN 110. This contains the IMO Guidelines for the Development of Shipboard Oil Pollution Emergency Plans as well as the IMO Guidelines for Reporting Incidents Involving Dangerous Goods, Harmful Substances and/or Marine Pollutants. 

	What documents, similar to a SOPEP, may be required for a voyage to USA waters? 
	A federal Vessel Response Plan (VRP) and, for entering waters of some states, a state VRP. Details of requirements can be obtained from the P&l club. 

	CERTIFICATE OF FITNESS (COF) 

	Which ships require a Certificate of Fitness? 
	Gas carriers and chemical tankers. Post- 1986 ships should have an International Certificate of Fitness and others a Certificate of Fitness. 

	Who can issue Certificates of Fitness to UK ships? 
	Only the MCA. 

	What is the period of validity of Certificates of Fitness? 
	5 years, subject to mandatory annual and intermediate surveys. 

	May a Certificate of Fitness be extended? 
	No. 

	Gas carrier Certificate of Fitness 

	What is the proper name of the Certificate of Fitness issued to a new gas carrier (i. e. one built since 1986)? 
	International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Liquefied Gases in Bulk. 

	Under which IMO instrument is the International Certificate of Fitness for a gas carrier issued? 
	International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (IGC Code). 

	Under which IMO instrument is the (non-international) Certificate of Fitness for a gas carrier issued? 
	Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (GC Code). This applies to gas carriers on international voyages built before 1 July 1986. 

	What does a Certificate of Fitness issued to a gas carrier certify? 
	(1 ) That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with the Code and that the survey showed that the ship's structure, equipment, fittings, arrangements and materials and the conditions thereof are in all respects satisfactory and that the ship complies with the relevant provisions of the Code; (2) That the design criteria listed on the certificate have been used; (3) That the ship is suitable for the carriage in bulk of the products listed, provided that all relevant operational provisions of the Code are observed; (5) That the ship must be loaded in accordance with the approved loading manual and the loading limitations attached the certificate. 

	Apart from the certifying statement, what does a gas carrier Certificate of Fitness contain? 
	Annex 1A: Continuation (if required) of Product List; Annex 1B: Key to Conditions of Carriage; Annex 2: Tank Plan of Ship; Annex 3: Loading Limitations; Endorsements for Annual and Intermediate Surveys; Endorsement for Additional Survey; expiry and issue dates. 

	What document is issued with a gas carrier Certificate of Fitness? 
	A Loading and Stability Manual, approved, signed and dated by MCA or an organisation authorised by MCA. 

	If a gas carrier requires to be loaded differently from the instructions on its approved Loading Manual, what would you do? 
	Submit to MCA the necessary loading calculations to justify the proposed loading conditions, and obtain MCA's written authorisation. 
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	Chemical tanker Certificate of Fitness 

	What is the proper name of the Certificate of Fitness issued to a chemical tanker built since 1986? 
	International Certificate of Fitness for the Carriage of Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk. 

	Under which IMO instrument is the International Certificate of Fitness for a gas carrier issued? 
	International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (IBC Code). 

	Under which IMO instrument is the (non-international) Certificate of Fitness for a chemical tanker issued? 
	Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code). This applies to chemical tankers on international voyages built before 1 July 1986. 

	What does a Certificate of Fitness issued to a chemical tanker certify? 
	(1 ) That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with the Code and that the survey showed that the ship's construction and equipment complied with the relevant provisions of the Code; (2) That the ship has been provided with a manual, in accordance with the standards for procedures and arrangements as called for by Regulations 5, 5A and 8 of Annex II of MARPOL, and that the arrangements and equipment of the ship prescribed in the manual are in all respects satisfactory and comply with the applicable requirements of the said Standards; (3) That the ship is suitable for the carriage in bulk of the products listed in the annexed signed and dated pages (numbers inserted) provided that all relevant provisions of the Code are observed; (4) That in accordance with paragraphs 1. 4/2/8/2/ the provisions of the Code are modified in respect of the ship in the following manner: (either relevant details are inserted, or paragraph is deleted); (5) That the ship must be loaded in accordance with the loading conditions in the approved loading manual. 

	Apart from the certifying statement, what does a chemical tanker Certificate of Fitness contain? 
	Expiry and issue dates; Endorsements for Annual and Intermediate Surveys; Notes; List of Products with coded Conditions of Carriage (numbers relating to relevant Operational Note and Tank Groups are given for each listed product); Tank Group Key (tank numbers referred to in the key are identified on the annexed Tank Plan); Operational Notes (several pages of detailed notes relating to products in Product List); Pollution Notes; General Notes; Strength Notes; Stability Notes; Tank Plan; Appendixes; Addenda. 

	What is shown in the Appendix to a chemical tanker Certificate of Fitness? 
	A list of additional products which, although not shown on the Products List of the COF, the ship is suitable to carry. (Certain chemical products are assessed for inclusion in Annex III of MARPOL and are therefore not required to be shown on a COF. ) Other sections of the Appendix mirror those of the COF. 

	What is shown in an Addendum to a chemical tanker Certificate of Fitness? 
	A certificate of suitability to carry additional products not listed in other parts of the COF, with conditions of carriage. 

	What document is issued with a chemical tanker Certificate of Fitness? 
	A Loading and Stability Manual, approved, signed and dated by MCA or an organisation authorised by MCA. 

	If a chemical tanker requires to be loaded differently from the instructions on its approved Loading Manual, what would you do? 
	Submit to MCA the necessary loading calculations to justify the proposed loading conditions, and obtain MCA's written authorisation. 

	INTERNATIONAL NOXIOUS LIQUID SUBSTANCES CERTIFICATE (INLSC) 

	What is the proper name of an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate? 
	International Pollution Prevention Certificate for the Carriage of Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk. 

	Under which international instrument is an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate required? 
	Annex II of MARPOL. 

	Which regulations give effect to MARPOL Annex II in the UK? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk) Regulations 1996. 

	Which ships require an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate? 
	Ships other than chemical tankers (which have a COF) when carrying cargoes of MARPOL Annex II substances, i. e. noxious liquid substances. E. g. offshore supply vessels carrying brine or oil-based mud. An INLSC can be thought of as a Certificate of Fitness to carry chemicals for a ship which is not a purpose-built chemical tanker. 

	What does an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate certify? 
	1 ) That the ship has been surveyed in accordance with Reg. 10 of Annex II of MARPOL, (2) That the survey showed that the ship's structure, equipment, systems, fittings, arrangements and materials and their condition are in all respects satisfactory and that the ship complies with the applicable requirements of Annex II of MARPOL, (3) That the ship has been provided with a manual in accordance with the Standards for Procedures and Arrangements as called for by Regulations 5, 5A and 8 of Annex II of MARPOL, and that the arrangements and 
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	equipment of the ship prescribed in the manual are in all respects satisfactory and comply with the applicable requirements of the Standards; (4) That the ship is suitable for the carriage in bulk of the noxious liquid substances listed on the front of the Certificate, provided that all relevant provisions of Annex II are observed. 

	In addition to the certification in the last answer, what does an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate contain? 
	Expiry and issue dates; Endorsements for Annual, Intermediate and Additional Surveys; Notes; List of NLSs with coded Conditions of Carriage; key to Conditions of Carriage; Tank Plan of Ship. 

	Which document is issued with an International Noxious Liquid Substances Certificate? 
	A Procedures and Arrangements Manual. 

	What record book must any ship carrying noxious liquid substances be provided with? 
	A Cargo Record Book, in the form specified in Annex II of the NLS Regulations. 

	What operations are to be recorded in the Noxious Liquid Substances Cargo Record Book? 
	On a tank-to-tank basis: (1) loading of cargo; (2) internal transfer of cargo; (3) unloading of cargo; (4) cleaning of cargo tanks; (5) ballasting of cargo tanks; (6) discharge of ballast from cargo tanks; (7) disposal of residues to reception facilities; (8) discharge of residues into the sea in accordance with Schedule 2 in M. 1703/NLS1; (9) removal of residues by ventilation. 

	OIL POLLUTION INSURANCE CERTIFICATE (OPIC) and OTHER CERTIFICATES OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

	What is an OPIC? 
	An Oil Pollution Insurance Certificate, properly titled a Certificate of Insurance or Other Financial Security in respect of Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage. 

	Under which international instrument is an OPIC required? 
	The International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage (known as the CLC). 

	Which ships require an OPIC? 
	Ships carrying 2000 tonnes or more of persistent oil in bulk as cargo. 

	What is 'persistent oil'? 
	Broadly, all hydrocarbon mineral oils, residual oils (residues of distillation of or refining of crude oil) and whale oil. 

	What is the purpose of an OPIC? 
	To certify that there is in force in respect of the ship a policy of insurance or other financial security satisfying the requirements of Article VII of the International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage 1969 (the CLC). 

	When should an OPIC be produced, and to whom should it be produced? 
	On arrival at and departure from any port or terminal, to Customs (in UK) or any state or harbour official requesting it. 

	How is an OPIC obtained? 
	By application of the owners to MCA London Regional Marine Office (Orpington, Kent), enclosing documentary proof that an insurance policy exists. Proof is normally shown by a 'blue certificate issued by the owner's P&l club. 

	Which organisations offer oil pollution liability insurance meeting the requirements of the CLC Convention? 
	P&l clubs, usually up to a limit of liability of US$500m. Other specialist organisations provide unlimited liability cover for US voyages. 

	What certificates similar in purpose to an OPIC are required under American law for voyages to US waters? 
	A federal Certificate of Financial Responsibility, required under laws pursuant to Oil Pollution Act 1990; and, for certain states, a state Certificate of Financial Responsibility (which in some states has a different name). 

	DERATTING and DERATTING EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES 

	Which ships require Deratting or Deratting Exemption Certificates? 
	All ships. Every ship must be either periodically deratted, or be rat-free, and carry a certificate to show this. 

	Under which international instrument are Deratting and Deratting Exemption Certificates required? 
	The World Health Organization (WHO) International Health Regulations. 

	Where and when is a Deratting Exemption Certificate issued? 
	At an Approved Port in any country which is Party to the International Health Regulations, after inspection has found no evidence of rats on the ship. 

	Where and when is a Deratting Certificate issued? 
	At a Designated Approved Port in any country which is a Party to the International Health Regulations, after successful de-ratting of the ship. 

	Which authorities issue Deratting and Deratting Exemption Certificates? 
	Port health authorities in countries which are parties to WHO International Health Regulations (i. e. almost all countries). 

	What is the maximum period of validity of Deratting Exemption and Deratting Certificates? 
	6 months. A one-month extension may be allowed for a Deratting Exemption Certificate. 

	For what purposes can a Deratting Exemption Certificate be extended? 
	To allow the vessel to reach a port where deratting can be done (i. e. a Designated Approved Port). 
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	When must a Deratting or Deratting Exemption Certificate be produced?
	On arrival at a port, when obtaining health clearance. In the UK the appropriate certificate is shown to HM Customs.

	INTERNATIONAL and OTHER TONNAGE CERTIFICATES 

	International Tonnage Certificate (1969) (ITC69) 

	Which ships require an International Tonnage Certificate (1969)? 
	All ships of 24 metres in length or more. 

	What figures are written on the front of an International Tonnage Certificate (1969)? 
	Ship's particulars; length, breadth and moulded depth; Gross Tonnage and Net Tonnage. Both tonnages are simple numbers, without any units of measurement, e. g. tonnes'. 

	How is Gross Tonnage determined? 
	By measurement of the volume, in cubic metres, of all the enclosed spaces in the ship. This volume is multiplied by a 'multiplier' (K) obtained from a table in the International Tonnage Convention 1969 or The MS (Tonnage) Regulations 1982. 

	How is the Net Tonnage of a cargo ship determined? 
	By measurement of the volume, in cubic metres, of all the cargo spaces in the ship. This volume is multiplied by a 'multiplier' (K) obtained from a table in the International Tonnage Convention 1969 or The MS (Tonnage) Regulations 1982, and then by the square of 4d/3D, where d is the ship's moulded summer draught and D is the moulded depth. 

	How is the Net Tonnage of a passenger ship determined? 
	As for a cargo ship, but with the addition of a factor involving the number of passengers in cabins with not more than 8 berths, and the number of other passengers. 

	What does Gross Tonnage represent, basically? 
	The physical size of the ship. 

	What does Net Tonnage represent, basically? 
	The earning power of the ship. 

	What is the main purpose of Net Tonnage? 
	For determining payable dues such as port charges, light dues, etc. in many countries. (Many ports use other criteria, however. ) 

	How did Net Tonnage used to be determined? 
	By deducting the volume of non-earning spaces (e. g. crew accommodation) from the gross tonnage measurement. (100 cu ft = 1 gross ton under the 'old' measurement system. ) 

	What information is given on the back of an International Tonnage Certificate (1969)? 
	A list of spaces measured in the computation of each tonnage (GT and NT), including the location (frame numbers) and length of each space. Also, under NT, the number of passengers in cabins with not more than 8 berths, the number of other passengers and the moulded draught Date and place of original measurement. Date and place of last previous remeasurement. 

	Other tonnage certificates 

	What other tonnage certificates might a ship trading worldwide have? 
	A Suez Canal Special Tonnage Certificate and/or a Panama Canal PC/UMS Net Tonnage Certificate. 

	What is the purpose of Suez Canal and Panama Canal Tonnage Certificates? 
	To establish tonnages (in particular, net tonnage) on which canal dues are charged. 

	What survey is required for issue of a canal tonnage certificate? 
	A measurement survey. Canal authority measurement systems differ from the International (1969) system. 

	Who issues Suez Canal and Panama Canal Tonnage Certificates? 
	MCA or authorised classification societies. For most ships the classification society will carry out the survey when the ship is built, or at some later time before the first transit. 

	Where can you find out more about Suez and Panama canal tonnages? 
	Suez canal tonnage is described in Instructions to Surveyors: Measurement of Suez Canal Tonnage, published by HMSO. Panama Canal tonnage rules are on the Internet at www. pancanal. com 

	Is a special canal tonnage certificate required for transiting the Kiel Canal? 
	No. The ITC(1969) is sufficient. 

	INTERNATIONAL and UK LOAD LINE CERTIFICATES 

	Load line legislation 
	 

	Which UK regulations implement the International Load Line Convention? 
	The MS (Load Line) Regulations 1998 (SI 1998/2241). They replaced numerous old rules and regulations (including the Deck Cargo Regulations) which concerned load lines. 

	Which ships are excepted from the requirements of the Load Line Regulations? 
	Ships of war, ships solely engaged in fishing, pleasure vessels, and the following ships under 80 NT engaged solely in the coastal trade, while not carrying cargo: tugs and salvage ships; hopper barges and dredgers; lighthouse authority vessels; fishery protection vessels (government and local); Government department fishery or scientific research ships; MoD range safety ships; ships in respect of which Passenger Certificates are in force specifying limits beyond which the ship must not ply, and which operate solely within those limits; ships carrying not more than 12 passengers for sport or pleasure on voyages in the course of which they are at no time more than 3 miles from land 
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	nor more than 15 miles from their point of departure unless that is in Category A, B, C or D waters. The passenger ships referred to (i. e. ships for which PCs are in force) are also excepted while carrying cargo in accordance with the terms, if any, of their Passenger Certificates expressly authorising the carriage of cargo. 

	Which ships may be exempted from the Load Line Regulations? 
	(1 ) Any ship embodying features of a novel kind if the development of those features and their incorporation in ships on international voyages might be seriously impeded if the ship had to comply with all the requirements of the Regulations; and (2) any ship plying on international voyages between near neighbouring ports if, in the opinion of the MCA and the Government of the other country or countries involved, the sheltered nature and condition of the voyages makes it unreasonable or impracticable to apply the Regulations; (3) a UK ship which does not normally ply on international voyages but which is, in exceptional circumstances, required to undertake a single international voyage (in which case she may be exempted for that voyage only); (4) a ship which is not a 'Convention-size ship' (i. e. under 24m in length); and (5) any other ship which does not ply on international voyages. 

	What certificate should be carried by a ship which is exempted from the Load Line Regulations? 
	If she is a 'Convention-size ship' plying on international voyages, i. e. in cases (1), (2) or (3) in the last answer, an International Load Line Exemption Certificate; in cases (4) and (5) in the last answer, a UK Load Line Exemption Certificate. 

	International Load Line Certificate (1966) (ILLC 66) 

	Which ships are issued with Load Line Certificates? 
	Ships which have been surveyed and marked in accordance with the Load Line Regulations. 

	What does an International Load Line Certificate certify? 
	That the ship has been surveyed and that the freeboards have been assigned and load lines shown on the certificate have been marked in accordance with the International Convention on Load Lines, 1966. Annual surveys are endorsed on the back of the certificate. 

	What is the maximum period of validity of an International Load Line Certificate, and may it be extended? 
	5 years from the date of completion of the initial or renewal survey, subject to annual surveys. It is extendable under similar conditions and for similar periods as apply to SOLAS certificates under the Survey and Certification Regulations. (See an earlier sub-section of Section D. ) 

	Which organisations may carry out International Load Line Certificate surveys and issue International Load Line Certificates? 
	In the UK MCA or LR, DNV, BV, ABS, GL or RINA under MCA authority. Abroad: any Convention Country administration at the MCA's request. In practice, the ship's authorised classification society normally issues the ILLC. For an unclassed UK ship, MCA will issue the ILLC, in which case the letters alongside the loadline disc will be 'DT' or 'BT'. 

	Which organisations may issue International and UK Load Line Exemption Certificates? 
	Only the MCA. 

	What is the annual Load Line survey properly called, and when is it held? 
	Until implementation of the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification, it was called a periodical inspection. Under the Harmonised System of Survey and Certification it is called an annual survey. It is held within three months either side of the annual anniversary date of the International Load Line Certificate. 

	What is the Load Line annual survey meant to ensure? 
	That: (1 ) no alterations have been made to the hull or superstructures that would affect the calculations determining the position of the load line; (2) the fittings and appliances for the protection of openings, guard rails, freeing ports and means of access to crew's quarters are maintained in an effective condition; (3) the appropriate marks are correctly and permanently indicated; and (4) stability, loading and ballasting information is provided as required by the Regulations. 

	What items are given particular attention in a Load Line annual survey? 
	Hatchways; openings in the ship's side below the freeboard deck and in the sides and ends of enclosed superstructures; machinery casings, companionways and deckhouses; freeing port shutters; ventilators and air pipes; special fittings for ships marked with timber load lines; any departures from recorded conditions of assignment; positions of load line marks and deckline. 

	In what circumstances will an Administration cancel an International Load Line Certificate? 
	(1 ) When material alterations have been made in the hull or structural strength such as would necessitate assignment of an increased freeboard; (2) When fittings and appliances are not maintained in an effective condition; (3) When the certificate is not endorsed to show the vessel has been inspected in annual surveys (or periodical inspections); or (4) When the structural strength of the vessel is lowered to such an extent that she is unsafe. 

	Record of Conditions of Assignment 

	What is meant by 'conditions of assignment'? 
	The conditions relating to construction, arrangement and stability with which a ship must comply in order to be assigned freeboards. 
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	What document is issued with a Load Line Certificate, and what does it contain? 
	A Record of Particulars Relating to the Conditions of Assignment (form FRE. 5). It details the fittings, appliances and arrangements approved for the ship, as follows: ship's name; POR; nationality; ON or call sign; builder; yard number; date of build/conversion; freeboards assigned as a ship of Type (A, B, or B with reduced or increased freeboard ); classification; date and place of initial survey; sketches of side profile, superstructure deck and freeboard deck (with note stating that a plan of suitable size may be attached instead of sketches) to show disposition of superstructures, trunks, deckhouses, machinery casings, extent of bulwarks, guard rails and wood sheathing on exposed deck, hatchways, gangways and other means of protection for crew, cargo ports, bow and stern doors, side scuttles, scuppers, ventilators, air pipes, companionways and other items that would affect seaworthiness. Also, tabular reports of: doorways in superstructures, exposed machinery casings and deckhouses; protected openings in freeboard and superstructure decks; hatchways at Positions 1 and 2 closed by portable covers and secured weathertight by tarpaulins and battening devices; hatchways at Positions 1 and 2 closed by weathertight covers of steel (or other equivalent material) fitted with gaskets and clamping devices; machinery space openings and miscellaneous openings in freeboard and superstructure decks; ventilators on freeboard and superstructure decks (Positions 1 and 2); air pipes on freeboard and superstructure decks; cargo ports and similar openings; scuppers, inlets and discharges; side scuttles; freeing ports; protection of crew; timber deck cargo fittings; other special features. 

	To ensure maintenance of the Conditions of Assignment after survey, what must you not do on your ship? 
	Make any change in the structure, equipment, arrangements, material or scantlings covered by the survey without the sanction of the Administration. 

	Types of freeboard 

	What types of freeboard may be assigned? 
	Type A, Type B, Type B with reduced freeboard, Type B with increased freeboard, or Type B with timber freeboard. 

	What is a Type A ship? 
	One which is designed to carry only liquid cargoes in bulk, and in which cargo tanks have only small access openings closed by watertight gasketed covers of steel or equivalent material. Such a ship will necessarily have (1) high integrity of the exposed deck and (2) a high degree of safety against flooding, resulting from the low permeability of loaded cargo spaces and the degree of subdivision usually provided. 

	What is a Type B ship? 
	Any ship which is not a Type A' ship. 

	What is a Type B ship with reduced freeboard? 
	A Type 'B' ship of over 100 metres length assigned a freeboard less than that required normally, where the Administration is satisfied that she meets the rules relating to protection of the crew, freeing arrangements, covers and single compartment damage stability. 

	How is the minimum freeboard of Type A and 'B' ships determined? 
	From tables (A and B) in the Load Line Rules. 

	UK Load Line Certificate 

	A small UK cargo ship is employed trading on domestic-only voyages. Does she require a Load Line Certificate? 
	Yes, a UK Load Line Certificate. 

	Which ships require a UK Load Line Certificate? 
	UK ships which are not 'Convention-size ships' (i. e. under 24m in length); and other UK ships not plying on international voyages. 

	Load line marks 

	What do the following letters mean on a ship's load line: AB; BV; GL; LR; NV; Rl; DT? 
	AB; American Bureau of Shipping; BV: Bureau Veritas; GL: Germanischer Lloyd; LR: Lloyd's Register of Shipping; NV: Det Norske Veritas; Rl: Registro Italiano Navale. These are the six classification societies authorised by the DETR to act as Assigning Authorities for load lines and freeboards. DT are the letters used by the DETR (MCA) on the loadline of a non-classed ship (such as a lighthouse tender). 

	How is it that some ships have more than one set of load lines? 
	The International Load Line Rules allow owners to have more than one set of load lines, but only one may be in use at any one time, so that a ship may arrive in port using one set, but sail using another. (This is a relic of the days when owners were allowed to have open or closed shelter-deck ships. ) 

	Does the Load Line Convention allow more than one load line? 
	Yes. Additional load lines required by other international conventions in force may be marked at right angles to and abaft the vertical line forming the stem of the load line 'tree' (T, S, W, etc. ). 

	What load lines may be assigned to a large ocean-going ship? 
	S (Summer); W (Winter); T (Tropical); F (Fresh); TF (Tropical Fresh). 
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	Which ships may be assigned a Winter North Atlantic load line, and when is this load line to be used? 
	Ships of 100 metres or less in length. It is to be used in either of the North Atlantic Winter Seasonal Zones (I or II) during the winter seasonal periods applicable in those zones. 

	What is the purpose of the letters (e. g. 'LR') on a load line ring? 
	They are the mark of the Assigning Authority, e. g. Lloyd's Register of Shipping. 

	How many letters may be used on a load line ring? 
	Not more than 4. (The South African Committee of Lloyd's Register uses 4: 'SA' above the Plimsoll line and 'LR' below the line. ) 

	Where a passenger ship is marked with subdivision load lines as well as ordinary load lines, which is the appropriate load line for the purposes of the Load Line Regulations? 
	Where the lowest of the subdivision load lines is lower than the line which is the appropriate load line then that subdivision load line shall have effect as if it is the appropriate load line for the purposes of the Regulations. 

	Where can you ascertain the appropriate load line for a ship in a particular zone or area and seasonal period? 
	In Schedule 1 to MSN 1701. (Note: At the time of writing, a superseding notice, MSN 1752(M), referred to in the MS (Load Line) (Amendment) Regulations 2000, had not been published. ) 

	Timber load lines 

	What timber load lines may be assigned? 
	A 'set' of timber loadlines corresponding with the ordinary load lines, preceded with the letter L (e. g. LS, LW), placed on the opposite side of the disc. ('L' stands for lumber. ) 

	Where timber load lines are assigned, under what circumstances may they be used? 
	(1 ) The ship must comply with certain requirements (Reg. 43 of the Load Line Convention); and (2) the cargo must comply with certain requirements (Reg. 44). Mainly, there must be a tight block stow, properly lashed in accordance with the regulations. 

	Where can you ascertain the appropriate timber load line for a ship in a particular zone or area and seasonal period? 
	In Schedule 1 to MSN 1701. 

	RO-RO FERRY SPECIAL DOCUMENTATION 

	A/Amax Certificate 

	Which ships require an A/Amax Certificate? 
	All UK ro-ro passenger ships when operating on a voyage on a regular scheduled service as ships of Classes I, II and II(A), and all non-UK ro-ro passenger ships operating on voyages on regular scheduled services to or from a UK port. 

	Under what agreement are A/Amax Certificates required? 
	The Stockholm Agreement. 

	What is the full name of the Stockholm Agreement? 
	The Agreement Concerning Specific Stability Requirements for Ro-Ro Passenger Ships Undertaking Regular Scheduled International Voyages Between or To or From Designated Ports in North West Europe and the Baltic Sea. 

	What is the main purpose of the Stockholm Agreement? 
	To bring forward application of the 'SOLAS 90' damage stability standards for NW European ro-ro ferries on international voyages 3 years ahead of the dates scheduled by SOLAS; and to apply a requirement that these ships are able to survive damage with up to 0. 5m water on the vehicle deck. 

	To which ships does the Stockholm Agreement apply? 
	Ro-ro passenger ships on regular scheduled international voyages to or from ports in North West Europe and the Baltic Sea. 

	Since the Stockholm Agreement only applies to ro-ro ferries on international voyages, how are its requirements applied to UK ferries on domestic voyages (e. g. Cal-Mac ships)? 
	By the Ro-Ro Passenger Ship Survivability Regulations 1997. 

	What is A/Amax? 
	The ratio of the ship's 'A' value to its 'Amax' value, expressed as a percentage, e. g. 97. 83. 

	In 'A/Amax', what is 'A'? 
	An index of the existing degree of survivability of the ship. 

	What is 'Amax'? 
	It represents a survivability standard to be attained by the ship by a certain date which will depend on the A/Amax ratio. The higher the A/Amax value, the later the latest compliance date. 

	What is the latest date by which affected ships must meet their Amax value? 
	Under SOLAS 90 1 October 2005. (This is for ships with an A/Amax value of 97. 5% or higher. ) Under the Stockholm Agreement. 1 October 2002. The further from 100% the current A/Amax ratio, the earlier the ship must meet the requirements. 

	Berth List 

	What is a Berth List? 
	A list, compiled by the shipowner under the Passenger Ship Construction Regulations 1998, of all berths at UK ports at which it is intended a ro-ro passenger ship (of any flag) will load or discharge cargo or vehicles. It must list separately for each port where the ship will load or discharge cargo or vehicles: (1) the loading berths at which the 
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	ship can comply with the requirement to close and lock loading doors before leaving the berth; and (2) the loading berths at which the ship may leave or approach the berth with a bow visor or weathertight ramp partially open. A copy of the Berth List must be sent to the MCA. A ro-ro passenger ship may not, except in an emergency, load or discharge cargo or vehicles through a loading door at any berth not listed on her Berth List. 

	Under what circumstances may a ro-ro ferry approach or draw away from its berth with its bow visor or weathertight ramp open? 
	Generally, the Passenger Ship Construction Regulations require passenger and cargo loading doors in a ro-ro passenger ship to be closed and locked before the ship leaves its berth and until it arrives at its next berth. However, where a bow visor or weathertight ramp cannot be opened or closed while the ship is at its berth, it may be left open while the ship approaches or draws away from its berth, but only so far as is necessary to enable the door to be then opened or closed, and subject to the limitation that in no case may such a door be left open when the ship is more than one ship's length from the cargo loading or discharging position of its berth. 

	Does the above requirement apply to all doors in a ro-ro ship? 
	No. It does not apply to small doors for pilot access, fuelling or other operational matters and not intended to be used by passengers or for loading cargo. 

	Freeboard Sheets and Additional Freeboard Sheets 

	What are Freeboard Sheets? 
	A dedicated set of pages in the Official Log Book for entering details of draughts, freeboards and allowances when departing to sea from any port or place. They must be completed on every UK ship. 

	What are Additional Freeboard Sheets (AFS)? 
	Loose freeboard sheets, available from the MCA, for use when the sheets in the OLB have been filled. 

	What special documentation is required in a ro-ro ferry concerning sailing drafts and stability? 
	A special Additional Freeboard Sheet, AFS/RO/89. Since certain extra stability details are required to be recorded when a ro-ro ferry departs, the sheets printed in the OLB cannot be used. 

	What is the legal status of an Additional Freeboard Sheet? 
	It forms an Annex to the Official Log Book, and is therefore subject to the same rules for making, signing, amendment, etc. 

	Firearm Certificate 

	What types of firearm are generally banned from ships under UK legislation? 
	All handguns which are part of ship's equipment, other than signalling apparatus. (In other words, a Schermuiy rocket pistol is not banned. ) Large calibre handguns have been banned since 1 July 1997 and small calibre handguns have been banned since 1 February 1998. 

	Despite the UK's handgun ban, can a handgun continue be carried on a UK ship? 
	Yes. Where a handgun is required solely for the humane killing of animals it may continue to be held, under the terms of a Firearm Certificate which bears conditions restricting the use of the gun to the humane killing of animals. (Ro-ro ferries often carry these firearms, together with a small amount of ammunition. ) 

	Can a UK ship still have guns other than handguns on board as part of the ship's equipment? 
	Yes. Non-prohibited firearms, e. g. rifles and shotguns, can be carried with an exemption from the requirement for a Firearm Certificate. 

	Who issues Firearm Certificates to ships? 
	The police. 

	Is a Firearm Certificate issued to the ship? 
	No, to a specified licence holder in the crew, e. g. the master. 

	ADDITIONAL SAFETY MEASURES FOR BULK CARRIERS 

	The Merchant Shipping (Additional Safety Measures for Bulk Carriers) Regulations came into force in July 1999 to implement SOLAS Chapter XII. What ships do these regulations apply to, and what are the main 'additional safety measures'? 
	They apply to conventional, single side-skin bulk carriers of 150m in length and upwards, carrying high density dry bulk cargoes. They introduce standards for damage stability and flotation, structure of bulkheads and double bottoms, overall longitudinal strength in the flooded state, hold loading, cargo density declarations, and provision of a loading instrument. They also define how compliance with the requirements should be documented. 

	What do the regulations require in respect of new bulk carriers (built after July 1999)? 
	For new ships carrying high density cargoes of over 1000 kg/m3, checking of the structure and stability of the vessel with any hold flooded in all load conditions. 

	What do the regulations require in respect of existing bulk carriers? 
	There is a long phase-in period for existing vessels, whereby those over 15 years of age are checked and modified if required first, and the youngest vessels have until they are 17 years old to comply. The requirements apply to existing ships carrying cargoes with a density of 1780 kg/m3 or over. 

	What special survey arrangements are in force for bulk carriers? 
	The IMO Enhanced Survey Programme was made mandatory from 1st January 1996 for bulk carriers and oil tankers by SOMS Chapter XI, and bulk carriers are not permitted by SOMS Chapter XII to carry dense cargoes unless they have been surveyed in accordance with certain IMO Guidelines. (See Section D under SHIP CLASSIFICATION AND CLASS DOCUMENTS. ) The Regulations enforce the Enhanced 
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	Survey Programme in the UK. 

	How is compliance with the Additional Safety Measures Regulations to be indicated for a bulk carrier? 
	The Cargo Loading Manual should be endorsed by the Certifying Authority to indicate which of the relevant SOLAS regulations (which are listed in MGN 144) are complied with. The ISM Safety Management Certificate and the Cargo Ship Safety Construction, Safety Equipment and Safety Certificates may also be amended to indicate compliance. 

	What mark is to be painted on some bulk carriers, and what is its significance? 
	SOLAS Regulation XII/8. 3 requires a triangle, of side 500mm in length, painted in a contrasting colour with its apex 300mm below the deck line, to be marked on the side shell of the ship when compliance with regulation XII/6. 2 involves imposition of loading/operating restrictions as described in regulation XII/6. 3. 

	Why do some bulk carriers not need to be marked, and where can you find out which ships require to be marked? 
	A strict implementation of SOLAS Regulation XII/8. 3 would result in every bulk carrier built before 1 July 1999 being marked, but as this was not the intention of the regulation, IMO has published interpretations to be followed when determining if triangle marks are required. These are printed in Annex 2 of MGN 144. 

	When is a triangle mark not required? 
	When the loading booklet restricts the ship to carrying solid bulk cargoes with a density of less than 1, 780 kg/m3 (provided that all reference to carriage of solid bulk cargoes with a density of 1, 780 kg/m3 or more are removed from the loading booklet). The loading booklet must clearly specify that the ship is prohibited from carrying solid bulk cargoes with a density of 1, 780 kg/m3 or more. 

	What document is required to be produced by the shipper in certain cases before loading a bulk carrier? 
	A declaration of the density of the cargo to be loaded, in addition to the other information required the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations. (See LOADING and DISCHARGING CARGO in Section I. ) This is so as to verify compliance with the 1780 kg/m3 limit for existing ships. 

	What measure is required by the Regulations to prevent a shipper from making a false declaration of the cargo density? 
	For a bulk carrier of 150m in length or more of single side skin construction built before July 1999, any cargo carried on or after the implementation date specified in SOLAS Regulation XII/3 and declared to have a density of between 1250 and 1780 kg/m3 must have its density verified by an accredited testing organisation, unless the ship complies with all the relevant requirements applicable to the carriage of solid bulk cargoes with a density of 1780 kg/m and over. 

	OFFICIAL LOG BOOK (OLB)  

	Which regulations require an official log book to be kept? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Official Log Books) Regulations 1981 (as amended). 

	Which UK ships do not require an Official Log Book? 
	(1 ) Ships belonging to general lighthouse authorities; (2) ships under 25 GT; and (3) pleasure yachts. 

	Where can you get an Official Log Book? 
	From any Marine Office in the UK, or from Proper Officers abroad. (However, some consular officers do not stock OLBs. ) 

	What entries should be made in the Official Log Book on taking over command of a ship, i. e. superseding another master? 
	(1) The off-going master should make an entry (Entry No. 4) in the narrative section to the effect that he has delivered to me all documents relating to the ship and the crew, and both he and I would sign this entry. (2) I would add my name and certificate number to the list on the front cover (Entry No. 3). 

	What entries would you make in the Official Log Book on taking over command of a new UK ship? 
	(1 ) On the front cover, the name of the ship, its port of choice, official number and gross and net tonnages (Entry No. 1). (2) Also on the front cover, the name and address of the registered owner or manager (Entry No. 2). (3) Also on the front cover, my name and certificate number (Entry No. 3). (4) Also on the front cover, the date and place of opening the OLB (Entry No. 5). (5) On the special page for them, the positions of the deck line and load lines assigned. (6) In the narrative section, an entry witnessed by an officer to the effect that I had assumed command under the authority of my owners or managers. (This entry is not a statutory requirement, but simply good practice. ) 

	What entries are required under the Official Log Book Regulations in an Official Log Book? 
	1: Ship's name. 2: Owner's name and address. 3: Master's name and certificate number. 4: Documents handed over by master. 5: Opening of OLB (date/place). 6: Closing of OLB (date/place). 7: Departures and arrivals. 8: Sailing short-handed (deck officer). 9: Sailing short-handed (engineer officer). 10: Musters, drills and training held. 11: Musters, drills and training not held. 12: Accidents. 13: Distress incidents. 14: Reasons for not going to assistance. 15: Wages disputes. 16. Discharges of crew. 17: none. 18: Crew left behind. 19: none. 20: Property of crew left behind. 21: Accommodation inspections. 22: Inspections of provisions and water. 23: none. 24: Pilot hoist tests and inspections. 25: Steering gear drills, checks and tests. 26: Complaints about food and water. 27: none. 28: Officer's misconduct 29: Re-ratings of crew (including promotions). 30: Code of Conduct breaches. 
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	31: Convictions of crew. 32: Prosecution of crew advised. 33: none. 34: Births. 35: Deaths. 36: Deceased seaman's property. 37: Death inquiries held. 38: Illnesses and injuries. 39 to 42: none. 43: Load line and draught details. 44: Departure draughts and freeboards (non-passenger ships). 45: Watertight doors (hulls). 46: Watertight doors (bulkheads). 47: Draughts, trim and vertical distances. 

	Which entries must be made by the master in person? 
	Entry numbers 4, 7, 14, 18, 28, 32, 34, 35 and 36 in the last answer. 

	When, in general, should an entry be made in the Official Log Book of a UK ship? 
	As soon as practicable after the occurrence to which it relates. 

	How would you correct an incorrect entry which you had made in the Official Log Book (e. g. the wrong seaman's name)? 
	With a further entry. I would leave the incorrect entry as it is and make a new entry referring to the mistake, e. g. "In the line above, for 'Smith' read 'Jones'". 

	If, when you had to make a long entry in the narrative section of the Official Log Book (e. g. a report of a collision), you thought you were going to run out of space, what would you do? 
	I would write the report on a separate document, i. e. an annex, give it a reference number, e. g. 'Annex No. 3', then attach it to the OLB, probably by stapling it inside the back cover. I would then make an entry in the narrative section of the OLB referring to the existence of the Annex, e. g. 'For report of collision dated....... see Annex No. 3 attached'. 

	Who must you show the Official Log Book to on demand? 
	To the RSS; an MCA Superintendent; a Proper Officer; an MCA Surveyor; or a Customs Officer. In practice I would show it also to any foreign state or harbour official who demanded to see it, because local law may require this. 

	What information is in an Official Log Book that may be of interest to a Customs officer on departure from a UK port? 
	Load line, freeboard and draught information. UK Customs officers have a duty to check Load Line certificates before granting clearance, and may check to see if a ship is overloaded or not. 

	How would you dispose of an Official Log Book? 
	I would return it to an MCA Superintendent in the UK, or to a Proper Officer abroad, within 48 hours of closing the Crew Agreement. 

	Which documents are or might be regarded as Annexes to the Official Log Book? 
	Accident reports in the Safety Officer's accident log (Entry No. 12); reports of illnesses and injuries in the ship's medical log (Entry No. 38); other annexed reports of incidents, e. g. piracy, stowaways found, deaths; Additional Freeboard Sheets (AFS); reports of disciplinary hearings under the MN Code of Conduct (Entry No. 30); distress incidents logged in the Radio Log (Entry No. 13); additional sheets for any entries required to be made in special pages (e. g. musters) once the OLB pages have been filled. 

	Why is it so important to complete the Official Log Book in the correct manner? 
	Because it is a public record, and it is admissable in evidence in UK court procedures under Sec. 287 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. 

	What supplementary Official Log Book is required on a passenger ship? 
	Log 2/82 - Official Log Book (Part II). 

	When might you have to take your ship's Official Log Book ashore? 
	When visiting a Proper Officer for some reason, e. g. in connection with the detention or arrest of the ship, or when noting protest. 

	DECK and ENGINE ROOM LOGS 

	Are there any statutory requirements regarding the keeping of deck and engine room logs? 
	No, but the lack of proper records could have serious implications in Port State Control inspections, especially where the ISM Code should be complied with. 

	What is 'contemporaneous evidence'? 
	Evidence made at the time of an incident, e. g. records made in a bridge movement book in relation to a berthing accident, or even a note made on a scrap of paper just before a collision, perhaps of the other vessel's aspect. 

	Following a collision, what evidence would be required for the investigation, and for legal proceedings? 
	Witness statements; radar plots; charts in use; chart correction records; navigational publications in use (and records of their correction); copies of logs of communications with other stations (including shore stations); voyage data recorder, if fitted; records of weather, tide, current, visibility, etc. Any video or still film, or even sketches, would also probably be useful. 

	CARGO RECORDS 

	Cargo Record Books 

	Which ships must maintain a Cargo Record Book? 
	(1) Ships issued with an INLSC; and (2) ships trading domestically unless they sail coastwise on a Transire (see Section I). (The latter record book is not a statutory requirement, whereas the Cargo Record Book for INLSC purposes is. ) All cargo-carrying ships ought, however, to maintain records in connection with cargoes carried, e. g. with respect to ventilation methods used, temperature control, damage noted, etc. 
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	Legal requirement for cargo records 

	What would be the effect (in carriage of goods law) of failing to maintain proper cargo records, e. g. of ventilation or temperatures? 
	Under the Hague or Hague-Visby Rules, loss of defences to cargo claims. The carrier must show evidence (e. g. by means of cargo temperature or ventilation records) that he has 'properly and carefully..... ' cared for the cargo. 

	REGISTER OF LIFTING APPLIANCES AND CARGO-HANDLING GEAR ('CHAIN REGISTER') 

	Which documents form the 'Chain Register'? 
	Certificates of (1) Test and Thorough Examination of Lifting Appliances; (2) Test and Thorough Examination of Derricks Used in Union Purchase; (3) Test and Thorough Examination of Loose Gear; and (4) Test and Thorough Examination of Wire Rope. 

	Where can you find specimens of these certificates? 
	In an appendix to the Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen. 

	Who can demand to see the Chain Register? 
	MCA Surveyors; Port State Control inspectors; employers of shore labour in the UK (under the Docks Regulations). In practice, I would show it to any foreign state or harbour official who demanded to see it, and also to foreign stevedoring or union bosses, since failure to do so could result in the ship not working cargo. 

	MISCELLANEOUS STATUTORY DOCUMENTS 

	Charts and nautical publications 

	Where can you find the requirements concerning the carriage of charts and nautical publications? 
	In The Merchant Shipping (Carriage of Nautical Publications) Regulations 1998. 

	Which ships must carry charts under the Regulations? 
	All UK ships over 12m in length, and other ships while in UK waters, other than pleasure vessels. 

	What are the requirements concerning the charts carried? 
	Charts carried must show sufficient detail to show: (1 ) all navigational marks which may be used by a ship when navigating the waters which are comprised in the chart; (2) all known dangers affecting those waters; and (3) information concerning any ships' routeing and ship reporting measures applicable to those waters which is appropriate for each part of the intended voyage. Charts must either be published by the Hydrographer of the Navy or are to be of a similar scale and contain equivalent detail. Charts must be the latest obtainable edition and in the case of UK Admiralty charts must have been corrected up to date from the latest obtainable Notices to Mariners and Radio Navigational Warnings, and if non-Admiralty charts, must have been otherwise adequately corrected and kept up to date. 

	What are the general requirements concerning carriage of nautical publications? 
	UK ships over 12m in length must carry such adequate and up to date sailing directions, lists of lights, notices to mariners, tide tables and other nautical publications as are necessary for the intended voyage. 

	Which ships must carry the IMO International Code of Signals? 
	All sea-going passenger ships, and all other ships of 300 GT or more. 

	Which nautical publications must be carried by all sea-going UK ships? 
	(1) International Code of Signals; and (2) Mariners Handbook. 

	Without prejudice to the last answer, which nautical publications must be carried by all UK ships, whether sea-going or not? 
	(1) Merchant Shipping Notices (MSNs), Marine Guidance Notes (MGNs) and Marine Information Notes (MINs); (2) Notices to Mariners; (3) Lists of Radio Signals; (4) Lists of Lights; (5) Sailing Directions; (6) Nautical Almanac; (7) Navigational tables; (8) Tide tables; (9) Tidal Stream Atlases; (10) Operating and maintenance instructions for navigational aids carried by the ship. Publications are to be the latest obtainable edition and incorporate the latest relevant supplements. Equivalent foreign publications are allowed if of equal standing and content. 

	Ship Radio Licence (SRL) 

	What document must be issued before UK a ship may establish, install and use radio transmitting and receiving equipment? 
	Under the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1949, a Ship Radio Licence issued by or on behalf of the Radiocommunications Agency (RA). A Licence Terms Booklet and a Licence Disc (for display) are issued with the SRL. 

	Where must the licence disc be displayed? 
	Where it is physically practicable to do so, on the port side of the ship. 

	Anchors and Chain Cables Certificates 

	Which regulations require documentation for anchors, cables and accessories? 
	The Cargo Ship Construction Regulations and the Passenger Ship Construction Regulations. 

	What documentation concerning anchors and cables should be carried on board? 
	A certificate for each anchor, chain cable and chain cable accessory, issued by the testing authority after manufacture. 

	Who is usually the testing authority? 
	The ship's classification society. Society surveyors attend the anchor and chain manufacturers' premises and witness tests.
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	Training Manual 

	Which ships must carry a Training Manual, and where must it be kept? 
	Every ship. It must be in each crew mess-rooms and recreation room or in each crew cabin. 

	What are the contents of a ship's Training Manual? 
	See Part I of Schedule 14 to MSN 1676. 

	What are the requirements for Training Manuals on a ship of less than 500 GT? 
	At least one Training Manual must be provided appropriate to the life-saving appliances carried and to the type and size of ship. 

	Spare official documents 

	What spare official documents might you want to carry in a UK ship trading on long voyages? 
	Extra copies of: OLBs; Radio Logs; Oil Record Book; Garbage Record Book; Crew Agreement documents; IRF; FRE13; Certificates of Discharge; Watchkeeping Certificates; NWR and EWR Certificates; Additional Freeboard Sheets (AFS). 

	Oil Record Book 

	Which ships must keep an Oil Record Book? - and other questions 
	See 'Oil Record Book' in Section H. 

	Garbage Management Plan and Garbage Record Book 

	Which ships must have a Garbage Management Plan? - and other questions 
	See 'Disposal of garbage' in Section H 

	Search and Rescue Co-operation Plan 

	What plan must be carried by all UK passenger ships and other passenger ships in UK waters? 
	An MCA-approved Search and Rescue Co-operation Plan, as described in MSN 1721. (See DISTRESS INCIDENTS in Section H. ) 

	Dangerous Goods Document of Compliance 

	What document must be carried by certain UK ships intending to carry dangerous goods in packaged or dry bulk form? 
	A Document of Compliance with the Special Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous Goods, as described in MGN 36. For more questions, see Section F. 

	Decision Support System 

	See 'MUSTERS, DRILLS, ON-BOARD TRAINING & INSTRUCTIONS, & DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS' in Section E. 

	TRANSFER OF SHIP OUT OF OR INTO UK FLAG 

	What ship's documents should be returned to the MCA (including the RSS) when a UK ship is transferred to a foreign registry? 
	(1 ) The Certificate of Registry and all other statutory certificates; (2) the Crew Agreement and List of Crew; (3) Official Log Book(s) (with any annexes); (4) Radio Log(s). 

	What should happen to the Oil Record Book and Garbage Record Book when a ship changes flag? 
	They should be retained by the original owners for 3 years. 

	What major changes in ship's documentation are required when a ship is flagged in to the UK register? 
	(1) The old registry should be cancelled; (2) registration on the British Register should be obtained; (3) statutory certificates issued by or on behalf of the previous flag state administration should be cancelled; (4) new statutory certificates should be issued by or on behalf of the Government of the UK (after survey where required); a new Certificate of Class should be obtained. 

	What changes in a ship's markings are required when a ship is flagged in to the UK register? 
	(1) The port of choice, official number and (if there is any change following measurement) new net tonnage must be marked as instructed on the Carving and Marking Note issued by the RSS; (2) the ship's name and port of choice must be marked on liferafts, lifeboats, rescue boats and lifebelts in compliance with the LSA Code. (The MCA will normally carry out a general inspection to confirm that the marks have been made to LSA as required. ) 
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Section E: Master and Crew
	TRAINING 

	General requirements 

	Which regulations govern training of UK seafarers? 
	The Training and Certification Regulations 1997. They came into force in March 1997 and revoked many 'pre-STCW95' regulations concerning training and certification. 

	Where can you find guidance on implementation of the 1997 Training and Certification Regulations? 
	In a 16-part set of MGNs that includes MGNs 7, 8 and 9, MGNs 91 to 97, MGNs 69, 120, 121, 116, 117 and 126. 

	What are the 16 parts in the set of MGNs referred to in the last answer? 
	Part: 1: General requirements for certification and medical fitness; Part 2: Certificates of competency - deck department; Part 3: Certificates of competency - engine department; Part 4: Certificates of competency -radio personnel; Part 5: Special training requirements for personnel on certain types of ship; Part 6: Emergency, occupational safety, medical care and survival functions; Part 7: Alternative certification - dual certification; Part 8: Education and training schemes; Part 9: Procedure for the issue and revalidation of certificates of competency, marine engine operator licences and tanker endorsements; Part 10: Ratings; Part 11: Conduct of MCA oral examinations; Part 12: Safety training for concessionaires working on passenger ships; Part 13: Use of fishing vessel certificates of competency in standby, seismic survey and oceanographic research vessels - revised arrangements; Part 14: STCW 95 application to certificates of service; Part 15: Certification of inshore tug personnel; and Part 16: Certification of inshore craft personnel (other than tugs). 

	When did the STCW 95 training requirements come into force? 
	On 1 August 1998. No 'traditional' courses (for certificates provided for by the old regulations) may be commenced from this date, and any training commenced must meet STCW 95 requirements. Training and examination under the 'old' system may be continued after this date only by seafarers who commenced seagoing service forming part of an approved training course on or before this date. 

	What transitional arrangements do the new regulations allow for the change to STCW 95 certification? 
	Notwithstanding revocation of the old regulations, certificates and licences, endorsements and standards of competency already met under the old regulations, if listed in MSN 1692, will continue to be valid until 1 February 2002, subject to any required revalidation. 

	What forms of on-board training is a master required to give his crew members under STCW 95? 
	(1) Familiarisation training as per STCW 95; (2) training in connection with LSA and FFE as per The Musters, Training and Decision Support Systems Regulations. (Crew members should have received Basic Training before joining ship. ) 

	Under STCW 95, what training must all crew members be given before being assigned to any shipboard duties? 
	(1) Basic Training; and (2) Familiarisation Training (see next page for details). In addition, if the ship is a specialised vessel such as an oil, chemical or gas tanker, or a ro-ro passenger ship or non-ro-ro passenger ship, or high-speed craft, other specialised training may be required, depending on the function of the individual crew member on board. 

	Which personnel have to maintain an MNTB-approved Training Record Book or training portfolio? 
	All applicants for certification who have followed an approved training programme of on-board training. 

	What records must be kept by applicants for certification who have not followed an approved training programme? 
	They must obtain an approved Training Record Book and record as fully as possible the work they have done on board. 

	What is your duty, as master, with respect to Training Record Books? 
	To verify all entries wherever possible. (This may be done alternatively by 'other appropriate officers', e. g. in the case of a trainee engineer's Training Record Book. ) 

	What are the two routes that can lead to issue of a certificate of competency? 
	(1 ) The Vocational Qualification (VQ) route; and (2) a route based on traditional examinations. Ancillary training in safety and technical subjects is also required; in the VQ system this training may be subsumed in VQ units. 

	What ancillary training must an OOW (without area or tonnage restrictions) undergo to comply with STCW 95? 
	(1) Personal Survival Techniques; (2) Fire Prevention and Fire Fighting; (3) Elementary First Aid; (4) Personal Safety and Social Responsibility; (5) Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats; (6) Advanced Fire Fighting; (7) Medical First Aid; (8) Radar and ARPA Simulator Training - Operational Level; (9) Efficient Deck Hand; (10) GMDSS (GOC). 

	What additional training must a Master undergo? 
	(1 ) Medical Care training; (2) Radar and ARPA Simulator training -Management Level. 

	Where must all ancillary training be obtained for service on UK ships? 
	In MCA-approved training centres. (A centre may be approved to offer some training courses but not others. ) 
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	What training is required by all seafarers in charge of lifesaving equipment? 
	Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats (PSCRB) training. 

	What training is required before taking up a position as master or chief mate and by any other person on board designated as being in charge of medical care? 
	Medical Care training. 

	Where in the STCWCode can you find the requirements for radar and ARPA training? 
	In Chapter A-ll. 

	Where in the STCW Code can you find the requirements for ancillary training, e. g. in medical care and fire-fighting? 
	In Chapter A-VI. 

	The Training and Certification Regulations specify training requirements for personnel serving in certain ship types. What ship types are they? 
	(1) Tankers; (2) ro-ro passenger ships, and (3) other passenger ships. 

	Where in the STCW Code can you find the requirements for special training for personnel on certain types of ship? 
	In Chapter A-V. 

	How often is revalidation of Basic Training qualifications required under STCW 95? 
	Every 5 years. 

	For how long is a pass in Orals valid? 
	3 years. 

	Where can officer candidates find general information relating to sea service requirements? 
	In Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance. Information specific to deck officers is in Part 2 and information for engineer officers is in Part 3. Radio personnel are covered in Part 4. 

	Training of tanker personnel 

	Where can you find the training requirements for service in tankers? 
	In the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What two kinds of tanker training are required? 
	(1) Basic Tanker Training and (2) Specialised Tanker Training. 

	Which personnel must undergo Basic Tanker Training? 
	Ratings assigned specific duties and responsibilities related to cargo or cargo equipment (e. g. pumpman) and all officers on oil, gas or chemical tankers. 

	What does Basic Tanker Training include? 
	(1 ) At least 3 months' sea service on tankers; or (2) an MCA-approved tanker familiarization training programme; or (3) at least 30 days' service under the supervision of qualified officers on a tanker of not less than 3000GT engaged on voyages of not more than 72 hours' duration. (Tanker ratings must also have Advanced Fire Fighting training. ) 

	Which personnel must undergo Specialised Tanker Training? 
	Masters, chief engineers, chief mates and second engineers, and any person (such as a cargo officer or cargo engineer officer) with immediate responsibility for loading, discharging and care in transit or handling of tanker cargo, whether this is oil, chemicals or liquefied gas. 

	What does Specialised Tanker Training include? 
	In addition to Basic Tanker Training, an MCA-approved specialised tanker training programme (oil, chemical or liquefied gas, as appropriate), plus at least 3 months' sea service in a tanker of the appropriate type. 

	Where a second or third Tanker Endorsement is required (e. g. for chemical and/or gas tankers), may the 3 months' sea service be substituted? 
	Yes, by successful completion of 28 days' MCA-approved shipboard training involving at least one loading and one discharging operation. 

	Does a Tanker Endorsement have to be revalidated? 
	Yes. Evidence must be produced to the MCA of at least 3 months' service (which need not be continuous) within the preceding 5 years on ordinary tankers, or at least 6 months on a storage tanker, barge or terminal in operations involving loading or discharging of tankers. If this evidence cannot be produced, the endorsement will be withdrawn. 

	What happens where a tanker endorsement is withdrawn as above, but the officer wants to work on another tanker? 
	He will be required to complete either the complete Specialised Tanker Training programme (appropriate for the type to be served on), or 14 days' supervised shipboard training in a supernumerary capacity in the relevant type of tanker. 

	Training of ro-ro passenger ship personnel 

	Where can you find the training requirements for service in ro-ro passenger ships? 
	In the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	STCW 95 regulations concerning training of personnel on ro-ro passenger ships apply only to ships on international voyages. To what do the UK regulations apply? 
	The Training and Certification Regulations apply the STCW 95 requirements to all UK ro-ro passenger ships, on both domestic and international services. 
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	What forms of training are required under STCW 95 for personnel serving in ro-ro passenger ships? 
	(1) General Training; and (2) Approved Training (which, in the UK, means MCA-approved training). 

	What kind of Approved Training is required for ro-ro passenger ship personnel ? 
	Crisis Management training and Human Behaviour training. This is required as a result of amendments to STCW Regulation V/2. 

	What are the General Training requirements for personnel serving in ro-ro passenger ships? 
	Before being assigned shipboard duties, masters, officers, ratings and other personnel with responsibility for guidance of passengers in an emergency must undertake 'appropriate training'. The type of training depends on the seafarer's particular responsibilities on board, i. e. whether they (1 ) provide a direct service to passengers; (2) are designated on muster lists to assist passengers in an emergency; or (3) have responsibilities related to loading ro-ro cargo and securing for sea. 

	What are the General Training requirements for ro-ro passenger ship personnel who provide a direct service to passengers (e. g. those working in shops, bars and restaurants)? 
	They must be trained to be able to communicate effectively between themselves and with passengers during an emergency, as detailed in Paragraph 3, STCW Code A-V/2, and be able to demonstrate the correct donning of lifejackets. 

	What are the General Training requirements for ro-ro passenger ship personnel who are designated on muster lists to assist passengers in an emergency? 
	They must undergo Crowd Management training as described in Paragraph 1, STCW Code A-V/2. This is essentially practical training which can be provided on board. It can be kept up to date through regular drills, which will meet the 5-yearly refresher training requirement. 

	What are the General Training requirements for ro-ro passenger ship personnel with responsibility related to loading ro-ro cargo and securing for sea? 
	They must be trained to be sufficiently familiar with the design and operational limitations affecting ro-ro passenger ships and the tasks designated in Paragraph 2, STCW Code A-V/2. The practical elements of this training can be undertaken on board under supervision, but some instruction is also necessary. 

	What should be given to anyone meeting the appropriate training standard? 
	Documentary evidence of meeting the standard. Also, a record should be kept on board. (Both may be required for ISM purposes. ) 

	What MCA-Approved Training is required for certain ro-ro passenger ship personnel in addition to the General Training mentioned in preceding questions? 
	Before being assigned to any shipboard duties, masters, chief engineers, chief mates, second engineers and anyone with immediate responsibility for (1) embarking and disembarking passengers, (2) loading, discharging or securing of cargo, (3) closing hull openings, or (4) the safety of passengers in emergency situations, must complete MCA-approved training in (1) Passenger Safety, Cargo Safety and Hull Integrity (as specified in Paragraph 4, STCW Code A-V/2), and (2) Crisis Management and Human Behaviour (as specified in Paragraph 5, STCW Code A-V/2). 

	When does the requirement for Crisis Management and Human Behaviour training come into force internationally? 
	1 January 1999. 

	Which ro-ro passenger ship personnel training must be refreshed every 5 years? 
	All Approved Training. 

	Do the General Training and Approved Training requirements for ro-ro passenger ship personnel also apply to personnel on high-speed ro-ro passenger craft? 
	Yes. 

	What is the link between the General Training and Approved Training in the preceding questions and the ISM Code? 
	Both should be incorporated into the Shipboard Safety Management System (SSMS) required under the ISM Code. 

	Training of personnel in passenger ships other man ro-ro ships 

	Where can you find the training requirements for service in passenger ships other than ro-ro ships? 
	In the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What are the training requirements for personnel serving in passenger ships other than ro-ro passenger ships? 
	Passenger ship personnel are subject to similar training requirements for General Training and Approved Training, but whereas ro-ro passenger ship training requirements are specified in STCWCode A-VI/2, passenger ship personnel training is specified in STCWCode A-VI/3. 

	What are the General Training requirements for passenger ship personnel who provide a direct service to passengers (e. g. those working in shops, bars and restaurants)? 
	They must be trained to be able to communicate effectively between themselves and with passengers during an emergency, as detailed in Paragraph 3, STCW Code A-V/3, and be able to demonstrate the correct donning of lifejackets. 

	What are the General Training requirements for passenger ship personnel who are designated on muster lists to assist passengers in an emergency? 
	They must undergo Crowd Management training as described in Paragraph 1, STCW Code A- V/3. This is essentially practical training which can be provided on board. It can be kept up to date through regular drills, which will meet the 5-yearly refresher training requirement.
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	What are the General Training requirements for passenger ship personnel assigned specific duties and responsibilities on board (such as those related to design and operational limitations of the ship)? 
	They must be trained to be sufficiently familiar with the design and operational limitations of passenger ships and the tasks detailed in Paragraph 2, STCW Code A-V/3. The practical elements of this training can be undertaken on board under supervision. 

	What should be given to anyone meeting the appropriate training standard? 
	Documentary evidence of meeting the standard. Also, a record should be kept on board. (Both may be required for ISM purposes. ) 

	What MCA-Approved Training is required for certain passenger ship personnel in addition to the General Training mentioned in preceding questions? 
	Before being assigned to any shipboard duties, masters, chief mates and anyone with immediate responsibility for embarking and disembarking passengers must complete MCA-approved training in (1) Passenger Safety (as specified in Paragraph 4, STCW Code A-V/3), and (2) Crisis Management and Human Behaviour (as specified in Paragraph 5, STCW Code A-V/3). 

	When does the requirement for Crisis Management and Human Behaviour training come into force? 
	1 January 1999. 

	Which passenger ship personnel training must be refreshed every 5 years? 
	All Approved Training. 

	Do the General Training and Approved Training requirements for passenger ship personnel also apply to personnel on high​speed passenger craft? 
	Yes. 

	What is the link between the General Training and Approved Training in the preceding questions and the ISM Code? 
	Both should be incorporated into the Shipboard Safety Management System (SSMS) required under the ISM Code. 

	Training of high-speed craft personnel 

	Where can you find the training requirements for officers and crew serving in high-speed craft? 
	In the High Speed Craft Code, and in MSN 1740. There is a summary in the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	In addition to a valid certificate of competency, what special qualification is required to serve as master or officer in any high speed craft? 
	A Type Rating Certificate (TRC). A TRC must now be held by every officer with an operational role serving in any kind of HSC (including hovercraft), in addition to a valid certificate of competency as required by the vessel's Safe Manning Document. 

	What training is required for the master and all officers with operational roles serving on high-speed craft? 
	'Appropriate' MCA-approved training, including knowledge of the craft's propulsion and control systems, handling characteristics, communication and navigation procedures, intact stability and survivability. 

	Where can you find the requirements for obtaining a Type Rating Certificate? 
	In Chapter 18. 3 of the HSC Code, in MSN 1740 and in the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	Who is responsible for type rating training and examination? 
	A Type Rating Instructor (TRI), to be responsible for training, must be nominated by the organisation providing MCA-approved TRC training. Another person must be nominated as Type Rating Examiner (TRE). TRIs and TREs should be experienced in the operation of the craft on which they will be instructing and examining, and be MCA-approved. 

	How is a Type Rating Certificate obtained? 
	After undergoing MCA-approved training a candidate is examined by the TRE. If successful he/she is issued by the organisation with a TRC which is route- and craft-specific. This is forwarded with a copy to the MCA, who, if satisfied, will endorse the TRC for service use and will return the original. 

	Can further routes be added to a TRC? 
	Yes, after the holder has undergone route familiarisation training and performance assessment by the TRE. The MCA has to endorse any amendment to an existing TRC. 

	What are the certification requirements for engineer officers on high-speed craft? 
	They are required to be appropriately certificated under The Training and Certification Regulations and must hold a Type Rating Certificate. On HSC with gas turbine propulsion they may hold either Motor, Steam or Combined certificates of competency. In addition, senior engineer officers (as specified in the Safe Manning Document) are required to hold a certificate attesting to the completion of an MCA-approved gas turbine training programme for the machinery on their own vessel. 

	How often does a Type Rating Certificate have to revalidated? 
	At intervals of not more than 2 years. 

	What are the certification requirements for ratings and other personnel on high-speed craft? 
	Deck and engine ratings and other personnel employed on HSC must undergo a training programme appropriate to their duties on board. They may be trained solely for HSC service without seagoing service on other ship types. This training should include familiarisation and appropriate STCW training programmes required by The Training and Certification Regulations. 
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	How are HSC ratings graded for manning purposes? 
	The grading structure and training for ratings described in Part 10 of the Training and Certification Guidance also applies to ratings on high speed craft. 

	Training for emergency, occupational safety, medical care and survival functions 

	Where can you find the training requirements for emergency, occupational safety, medical care and survival functions? 
	In the MGN containing Part 6 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	Which personnel must undergo Basic Training? 
	All seafarers employed in any capacity on board ship as part of the ship's complement. 

	What should Basic Training include? 
	Training in (1) personal survival techniques; (2) fire prevention and fire fighting; (3) elementary first aid; and (4) personal safety and social responsibilities. The Basic Training should be appropriate to the seafarer's designated safety or pollution prevention functions. 

	When should Basic Training be given? 
	Before the seafarer is assigned to any shipboard duties. 

	Which personnel must undergo Familiarisation Training? 
	All persons employed or engaged on a seagoing ship, other than passengers. 

	What should a person who has received Familiarisation Training be able to do? 
	(1) Communicate with other persons on board on elementary safety matters and understand safety information symbols, signs and alarm signals; (2) know what to do if (a) a person falls overboard; (b) fire or smoke is detected; or (c) the fire or abandon ship alarm is sounded; (3) identify muster and embarkation stations and emergency escape routes; (4) locate and don lifejackets; (5) raise the alarm and have basic knowledge of the use of portable fire extinguishers; (6) take immediate action upon encountering an accident or other medical emergency before seeking further medical assistance on board; and (7) close and open the fire, weathertight and watertight doors fitted in the particular ship other than those for hull openings. 

	When should Familiarisation Training be given? 
	Before being assigned to shipboard duties. 

	What records should be kept of Familiarisation Training given? 
	A record should be retained on board to show that the training has been given. 

	What is PSCRB Training? 
	Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats Training. 

	Which personnel must undergo PSCRB Training? 
	All candidates for certificates of competency (both deck and engine departments) and any other persons required to undertake duties involving survival craft or rescue boats (other than fast rescue boats). 

	Where are the course requirements for PSCRB training? 
	In a table in the STCW Code Table A-VI/2-1. 

	Which personnel must undergo Fast Rescue Boat (FRB) Training? 
	Persons involved in the operation of fast rescue boats (FRBs). 

	What additional training must be obtained by anyone undergoing FRB Training? 
	Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats (PSCRB) Training. 

	Where are the course requirements for FRB Training? 
	In a table in Chapter VI of the STCW Code (Table A-VI/2-2). 

	Which personnel must undergo Advanced Fire-Fighting Training? 
	All candidates for certificates of competency (both deck and engine departments) and any other persons required to undertake duties involving the control of fire fighting operations. 

	Where are the course requirements for Advanced Fire-Fighting Training? 
	In a table in Chapter VI of the STCW Code (Table A-VI/3). 

	Which personnel must undergo Medical First Aid Training? 
	All candidates for certificates of competency (both deck and engine departments) and all seafarers designated to provide medical first aid. 

	Where are the course requirements for Medical First Aid Training? 
	In a table in Chapter VI of the STCWCode (Table A-VI/4-1 ). 

	Which personnel must undergo Medical Care Training? 
	All candidates for master and chief mate certification at level II/2, and any person designated to take charge of medical care on board ship. (They must also have Medical First Aid Training. ) 

	Where are the course requirements for Medical Care Training? 
	In a table in Chapter VI of the STCW Code (Table A-VI/4-2). 

	For how long are First Aid at Sea and Ship Captain's Medical Certificates valid? 
	5 years (even though M. 813, which is still valid, states '3 years'). 

	Which personnel must undergo training in the use of Marine Evacuation Systems (MES)? 
	Masters, officers and ratings with designated duties in the deployment of MES. 

	Where are the course requirements for MES Training? 
	Regulation III/19. 3. 3. 8 of the revised SOMS Convention 1994, which came into force on 1 July 1998. 

	Training and certification of ratings 

	Where can you find guidance on STCW 95 training and certification requirements for ratings? 
	In the MGN containing Part 10 of the MCA's Training and Certification Guidance. 
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	What basic requirements apply to all certificated ratings? 
	They must be medically fit. They must have been trained in personal survival techniques before being assigned to shipboard duties. On joining the ship they must have had familiarisation training in respect of emergency duties as well as routine duties for the safe operation of the ship and the protection of the marine environment. They must be able to communicate in a common working language that has been determined for the ship. 

	What additional training must seafarers with designated safety or pollution prevention duties have received before being assigned to any shipboard duties? 
	Approved basic training, i. e. in personal survival techniques, fire prevention and fire-fighting, elementary first aid, and personal safety and social responsibilities. 

	CERTIFICATION  

	STCW 95 requirements  

	On what date must all STCW 78 certificates of competency be replaced by STCW 95 certificates? 
	1 February 2002. Until then, parties to STCW 95 may continue to issue, recognise and endorse STCW78 certificates in respect of seafarers who began training or seagoing service before 1 August 1998. 

	When do the revised STCW 95 training requirements come into force? 
	On 1 August 1998. Training and examination under the 'old' system may only be undertaken after 31 July 1998 by seafarers who commenced seagoing service forming part of an approved training course on or before that date. Any training started from 1 August 1998 must be STCW 95 training. 

	What do the MCA's transitional certification arrangements allow? 
	Existing (pre- STCW 95) certificates may remain valid (subject to existing revalidation requirements) until 1 February 2002. 

	Shipboard responsibility levels and functions under STCW 95 

	Under STCW 95, what are the three levels of responsibility on board ship? 
	(1) 'Management level' (master, chief mate, chief engineer and second engineer); (2) 'Operational level' (officer in charge of a navigational or engineering watch or as designated duty engineer for periodically unmanned machinery spaces or as radio operator); and (3) 'Support level' (personnel working under the direction of an individual at Management or Operational level). 

	What are the seven functions associated with the different levels of responsibility on board ship? 
	(1) Navigation; (2) cargo handling and stowage; (3) control and operation of the ship and care for persons on board; (4) marine engineering; (5) electrical, electronic and control engineering; (6) maintenance and repair; and (7) radiocommunications. 

	Deck department certificates  

	Where can you find details of deck department certificates for service in UK ships? 
	In the MGN containing Part 2 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	Which STCW regulation covers near-coastal deck certificates of competency? 
	Regulation II/3. 

	Which STCW regulation covers unrestricted chief mates and masters' certificates of competency? 
	Regulation II/2. 

	What deck officer capacities are provided for under STCW 95? 
	OOW, chief mate and master. These are graded according to area and tonnage limitations so that there are two grades of OOW, two grades of chief mate and three grades of master. 

	What deck officer capacities are provided for under UK regulations, as explained in the Training and Certification Guidance? 
	OOW, chief mate and master. These are graded according to area and tonnage limitations so that there are two grades of OOW, four grades of chief mate and five grades of master. 

	What are the two grades of deck OOW provided for under STCW 95? 
	(1 ) OOW - near-coastal - less than 500 GT (Regulation II/3); and (2) OOW- no restrictions (Regulation II/1). 

	What are the two grades of deck OOW provided for under the UK regulations? 
	The same as under STCW 95. 

	What are the two grades of chief mate provided for under STCW 95? 
	(1 ) Chief mate - no area limit - less than 3000 GT (Regulation II/2); and (2) chief mate - no restrictions (Regulation II/2). 

	What are the four grades of chief mate provided for under the UK regulations? 
	(1 ) Chief mate - near-coastal - less than 3000 GT; (2) chief mate -near-coastal - no tonnage limit; (3) chief mate - no area limit - less than 3000 GT; and (4) chief mate - no restrictions. 

	What are the three grades of master provided for under STCW 95? 
	(1 ) Master - near-coastal - less than 500 GT (Regulation II/3); (2) master - no area limit - less than 3000 GT; and (3) master - no restrictions (Regulation II/2). 

	What are the five grades of master provided for under the UK regulations? 
	(1 ) Master - near-coastal - less than 500 GT; (2) master - near-coastal - less than 3000 GT - local domestic passenger vessels; (3) master -near-coastal - no tonnage limit; (4) master - no area limit - less than 3000 GT; and (5) master - no restrictions. 

	What does 'near-coastal' mean in relation to a UK deck department certificate? 
	The Training and Certification Regulations define 'near-coastal voyage' as 'a voyage during which the vessel is never more than 150 nautical 
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	miles from a safe haven in the United Kingdom, or never more than 30 nautical miles from a safe haven in the Republic of Ireland'. (STCW 95 allows individual Party States to make different definitions of 'near-coastal voyages'. ) 

	What is the single grade of navigational watch rating provided for under STCW 95? 
	Navigational watch rating - no restrictions (Regulation II/4). 

	Engine department certificates 

	Where can you find details of engine department certificates for service in UK ships? 
	In the MGN containing Part 3 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What engineer officer capacities are provided for under STCW 95? 
	OOW, Second Engineer and Chief Engineer. These are graded according to a propulsive power limitation so that there is a single grade of OOW, two grades of Second Engineer and two grades of Chief Engineer. The UK regulations provide for the same grades. 

	What is the single grade of engine OOW provided for under STCW 95? 
	OOW - 750kW or more (Regulation III/1). 

	What are the two grades of second engineer provided for under STCW 95? 
	(1) Second Engineer - 750 to 2999 kW (Regulation III/3); and (2) Second Engineer - 3000 kW or more (Regulation III/2). 

	What are the two grades of chief engineer provided for under STCW 95? 
	(1) Chief Engineer - 750 to 2999 kW (Regulation III/3); and (2) Chief Engineer - 3000 kW or more (Regulation III/2). 

	What is the single grade of engine-room watch rating provided for under STCW 95? 
	Engine-room watch rating - no power limit (Regulation Ml/4). 

	Radio operator certificates 

	You join a ship which carries a radio officer. What certificate should he hold? 
	An MRGC (Marine Radiocommunications General Certificate) or equivalent certificate. 

	Your ship is fitted with GMDSS equipment. How many operators should you carry, and what qualifications should they hold? 
	One operator, who must hold a GMDSS Certificate. This may be a General Operator's Certificate (GOC) for unrestricted use, or a Restricted Operator's Certificate (ROC), a new certificate for use only on vessels in Area 1 (i. e. within VHF range of the coast). 

	Deck and engine certificates: miscellaneous 

	How is a certificate of competency obtainable? 
	Only by assessment and examination consisting of practical, written and oral components. Details are in the MGN containing Part 9 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	Where can you find detailed oral examination syllabuses for deck and engineer officers? 
	In the MGN containing Part 11 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What kind of limitations may the MCA impose on a certificate of competency? 
	Limitations for service on specific ship types, engine types or trades, as appropriate. 

	Navigational and Engine Room Watch Rating Certificates 

	What grades of watch rating certificate does STCW 95 provide for? 
	(1) Navigational Watch Rating Certificate; and (2) Engine Room Watch Rating Certificate. 

	What certificate must a Watchkeeping rating in the deck department hold? 
	A Navigational Watch Rating Certificate. 

	What certificate must a Watchkeeping rating in the engine department hold? 
	An Engine Watch Rating Certificate. 

	Where can you find the requirements for Navigational Watch Ratings? 
	In STCW Regulation II/4 and in the STCWCode A-ll/4, and in the MGN containing Part 10 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	Who can issue Watch Rating Certificates? 
	UK companies which have been certificated under the ISM Code can apply to the MCA for approval to issue Watch Rating Certificates on behalf of the MCA. The applicant company has to demonstrate to the MCA that it has adequate arrangements for training and assessing Watchkeeping ratings and an acceptable quality control system. 

	Which ratings may be issued with approved Watch Rating Certificates? 
	Any rating who (1) is not less than 17 years old; (2) has completed either (a) at least 6 months' approved sea-going service in the relevant department of a vessel under the company's management or (b) has completed special training either pre-sea or on board, including at least 2 months' approved sea-going service; (3) has successfully completed all 4 elements of Basic Training; and (4) has been assessed by a responsible officer of the ship appointed by the company, and has been found to have met the requirements and performance standards in STCWCode A-ll/4 (for deck ratings) or STCWCode A-lll/4 (for engine room ratings). 

	In what format does a UK Watch Rating Certificate have to be? 
	In an MCA-approved format (A4 size) as shown in Part 10 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What are the requirements about recording the issue of a Watch Rating Certificate by a company? 
	A copy of each Watch Rating Certificate issued by the company has to be sent for registration by the Seafarers' Standards Branch of the MCA (Southampton) a. s. a. p. after issue of the original to the rating. The company must keep a record of all Watch Rating Certificates issued. 
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	A rating on board holds an STCW 78-format Watch Rating Certificate. Is this still valid under STCW 95? 
	MCA-approved companies (i. e. those with an ISM Code DOC) should issue an STCW 95 Watch Rating Certificate to the rating, following the procedure in Part 10 of the Training and Certification Guidance, by 1 February 2002. 

	Medical fitness certificates 

	Which M Notices describe UK requirements for medical fitness certificates? 
	MSN 1746 contains the detailed statutory medical and eyesight standards. Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance contains a summary. 

	What is the period of validity of a seafarer's medical certificate? 
	It depends on the seafarer's age. If he is under 18: 1 year. If he is over 18 but under 40: 5 years. If he is 40 or more: 2 years. Provided that in each case, if the doctor deems it necessary, he may issue the certificate for a shorter period. 

	How does a seafarer obtain an ENG. 1 ? 
	By applying directly to an MCA-approved medical practitioner, a list of whom is in MSN 1750, undergoing a medical check and paying a fee. 

	Can an MCA-approved doctor restrict a medical certificate for service in a certain capacity or a certain area? 
	Yes, e. g. for service only in the catering department, or excluding service in tropical areas. 

	Can a doctor suspend or cancel a medical certificate? 
	Yes. 

	A seaman's medical fitness certificate expires while the ship is at a port where no medical examination is possible. For how long may the seaman continue to be employed? 
	3 months. 

	A foreign seaman joining your ship produces a medical certificate issued in Tajikistan. How do you know if it is acceptable for service on a UK ship? 
	There is a list of countries whose medical certificates are acceptable in Appendix 2 to the MGN containing Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance. (Tajikistan is on the list. ) (Note that since issue of the MGN, however, other countries not listed may have gained MCA approval; the company's personnel department should obtain details. ) 

	Pathways to certification, Watchkeeping certificates, testimonials and other requirements 

	Where can you find guidance on general requirements for certification? 
	In the MGN containing Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What, in general, must all candidates for UK certificates of competency achieve? 
	(1) Certain medical standards (including eyesight); (2) satisfactorily complete the minimum period of seagoing service; (3) reach the required vocational and academic standard; (4) undertake some ancillary technical training. 

	What are the additional requirements for officer candidates? 
	In addition to the above they must, on completion of approved programmes of education and training, pass an MCA oral exam. 

	What testimonials are required by applicants for certificates of competency, where sea service is required? 
	Applicants for certificates for which service as a Watchkeeping officer is required must also produce certificates of Watchkeeping service incorporating testimonial(s) signed by the master or chief engineer, as appropriate. A specimen certificate is shown in MGN 1. 

	A junior officer asks you for a Watchkeeping certificate and testimonial and you want to check the MCA's requirements. Where can you find them? 
	In the MGN containing Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	A deck or GP rating asks you how he can obtain an officer qualification. To what document would you refer him? 
	The MGN containing Part 2 of the Training and Certification Guidance. This explains the available pathways to certification. 

	If a candidate for a certificate of competency has served in non-trading vessels, what may the MCA do? 
	(1 ) Count all or part of his sea-time towards the required qualifying sea service, or (2) limit his certificate, temporarily or permanently, for service only in certain ship types or trades. 

	Where can you find the sea service allowances for service in non-trading ships? 
	In a table in the MGN containing Part 2 of the Training and Certification Guidance. There is also a table for service in tugs. 

	MANNING 

	STCW 95 and manning 

	Does STCW 95 prescribe any manning scales for officers or ratings? 
	No. Manning levels - even for officers - are now a matter for the company to decide, with guidance from the MCA on minimum safe manning levels. 

	Safe Manning Document (SMD) 

	Which international instrument requires ships to have a Safe Manning Document? 
	SOLAS (Chapter V - Safety of Navigation). 

	Which UK regulations cover safe manning? 
	The MS (Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping) Regulations 1997. 

	Which M Notice explains the regulations? 
	MSN 1682. 
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	Whose responsibility is it to make an assessment of the numbers and grades of personnel necessary for safe operation? 
	The ship's owner's or operator's. (Under the 'old' regulations the DoT prescribed numbers of deck and engineer officers, and in some cases ratings. ) 

	What should the manning level of any ship be sufficient for, according to MSN 1682? 
	Sufficient to ensure that: (1)the required Watchkeeping standard can be maintained and that personnel can get sufficient rest; (2) personnel are not required to work more hours than is safe for the ship; (3) the master and seamen can perform their duties in accordance with the operational guidance in Section A-VIII of the STCWCode; and (4) the master and seamen are not required to work such hours or under such conditions as may be injurious to their own health and safety. 

	What document shows the minimum safe manning level for the ship? 
	The Safe Manning Document (SMD). (The title 'Safe Manning Certificate' appears on older UK certificates, but the abbreviation SMC may cause confusion with the Safety Management Certificate (SMC) issued under the ISM Code. ) 

	Which ships must have a Safe Manning Document? 
	All sea-going ships of 500 GT or over. 

	Can a ship of under 500 GT have a Safe Manning Document? 
	Yes. The MCA advises owners and operators of small ships to obtain a Safe Manning Document (since this may help to avoid problems during ship inspections). 

	How is a Safe Manning Document obtained in the UK? 
	The ship's owner or operator applies to any MCA Marine Office, giving details of the ship's intended operations, LSA, machinery and mooring equipment, manning system, Watchkeeping arrangements, etc., and submitting GA, safety and mooring equipment plans and any other relevant information. The MCA considers the proposed manning levels with reference to the Principles of Safe Manning and, if satisfied that they are adequate, will issue a Safe Manning Document. 

	If your ship did not have a Safe Manning Document (e. g. where she is under 500 GT), how could you ascertain whether or not your ship was safely manned? 
	By applying the Principles of Safe Manning (as set out in IMO Resolution A. 481(XII) and reprinted in MSN 1682. I would also follow the general principles for determination of safe manning levels listed in MSN 1682. 

	What guidance on officer manning levels does MSN 1682 contain? 
	Tables showing 'appropriate' manning levels for (1) certificated deck officers and (2) certificated engineer officers in ships of various sizes, registered engine power and trading areas. 

	What are the two trading areas which have replaced Unlimited, Extended European and Limited European under STCW 95? 
	(1) Unlimited; and (2) Near-coastal. 

	What does 'near-coastal' mean in relation to a UK deck department certificate? 
	The Training and Certification Regulations define 'near-coastal voyage' as 'a voyage during which the vessel is never more than 150 nautical miles from a safe haven in the United Kingdom, or never more than 30 nautical miles from a safe haven in the Republic of Ireland'. (STCW 95 allows individual Party States to make different definitions of 'near-coastal voyages'. ) 

	What are the various Principles of Safe Manning? 
	A: Maintain a safe bridge watch at sea in accordance with regulation VIII/2 of STCW 95, which includes general surveillance of the vessel. B: Moor and unmoor a vessel effectively and safely. C: Operate and maintain effectively all watertight closing arrangements including the ability to mount an effective damage control party. D: Operate and, when practicable, maintain efficiently, all fire equipment and lifesaving appliances provided including the ability to muster and disembark passengers and non-essential personnel. E: Manage the safety functions of a vessel at sea, when not under way (e. g. offshore industry craft with a large proportion of non-marine personnel). F: Maintain a safe engineering watch at sea in accordance with regulation VIII/2 of STCW95, and also maintain general surveillance of spaces containing main propulsion and auxiliary machinery. G: Operate and maintain in a safe condition the main propulsion and auxiliary machinery to enable the ship to overcome the foreseeable perils of the voyage. H: Maintain the safety arrangements and the cleanliness of machinery spaces to minimise the risk of fire. I: Provide for medical care on board ship. J: Maintain a safe radio watch in accordance with SOLAS 1974 and ITU Regulations, as amended. K: Maintain the precautions and safeguards necessary to protect the marine environment in accordance with MARPOL 73/78, as amended. L: Maintain safety in all ship operations whilst in port. 

	With regard to the Principles of Safe Manning, when will the MCA consider a ship to be safely manned? 
	When the crew includes sufficient officers and ratings with appropriate skills and experience to ensure that the listed capabilities are available. 
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	Can a Safe Manning Document issued under the Safe Manning Document Regulations 1992 (which are now revoked) still be in force? 
	Yes. The Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations 1997 provide that, notwithstanding the revocation of the 1992 Regulations, these 'old' SMDs may continue to be valid until 1 February 2002. However, there is nothing in the 'new' regulations to say that the old short-handed provisions may also still apply. (The short-handed provisions were under the old Certification Regulations, which are now revoked. ) 

	Sailing short-handed 

	Is it permissible under the Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations 1997 to sail short-handed? 
	No. Under Regulation 5(1) of those regulations a Safe Manning Document must always be in force and on board, and the manning of the ship must be maintained at all times to at least the levels specified in it. Under Regulation 5(2) I, as master, must ensure that the ship does not proceed to sea unless there is on board a valid SMD and the manning of the ship complies with it. There are no provisions for sailing short-handed. (Regulation 18 does allow exemptions from all or any provisions of the Regulations to be granted in respect of classes of cases or individual cases, but it is unlikely that the MCA would grant an exemption in ordinary cases where personnel were absent. ) 

	Under the 'old' regulations, for how long could a UK ship sail short-handed from a port in (1) the Limited European Area; (2) the Extended European Area; (3) the Unlimited Area; and (4) the UK? 
	(1)7 days maximum. (2) 14 days maximum. (3) 28 days maximum. (4) A UK ship could not sail short-handed from any UK port without a written Exemption from the MSA (now MCA). 

	While in Liverpool, your ship's Third Engineer is absent without leave 2 hours before sailing. As master, what action would you take? 
	The full complement on the Safe Manning Document must be on board at all times. If a 3/E is listed on the SMD, I would not sail until a replacement was found. I would sign him off in his absence and leave his gear with the agent. 

	Categories of seaman listed on Safe Manning Documents 

	What grades of deck rating are listed on new UK Safe Manning Documents? 
	Rating (Deck) Grade 2 and Rating (Deck) Grade 1. 

	What grades of engine rating are listed on new UK Safe Manning Documents? 
	Rating (Engine) Grade 2 and Rating (Engine) Grade 1. 

	What grades of deck rating does MGN10 provide for in UK ships? 
	Trainee Rating (Deck), Deck Rating Grade 2, Deck Rating Grade 1 and Able Seaman Certificate. 

	What categories of engine room rating does MGN10 provide for? 
	Trainee Rating (Engine) and Engine-Room Rating. 

	What training, qualifications and experience must a seaman have to be graded Trainee Rating (Deck) or (Engine)? 
	At least 16, medically fit and have had familiarisation training before being assigned to duties on board. 

	What training, qualifications and experience must a seaman have to be graded Deck Rating Grade 2? 
	He/she must (1 ) have worked as a trainee rating for at least 6 months; (2) have successfully completed basic training; and (3) hold a Navigation Watch Rating (NWR) Certificate. 

	What training, qualifications and experience must a seaman have to be graded Deck Rating Grade 1 ? 
	He/she must (1 ) meet the requirements for a Deck Rating Grade 2; and (2) either hold an Efficient Deck Hand (EDH) Certificate after completing 12 months' sea service in the deck department, or have obtained a Level 2 Vocational Qualification (VQ) in Marine Operations. Alternatively, he/she must have obtained at least 30 months' sea service, of which at least 12 months must have been in the deck department. 

	What training, qualifications and experience must a seaman have to be graded AB Certificate? 
	He/she must (1) meet all the requirements for Deck Rating Grade 1 including holding either an EDH certificate or a Level 2 VQ in Marine Operations; (2) have obtained a Certificate of Proficiency in Survival Craft and Rescue Boats (CPSCRB); and (3) have completed 24 months' sea service of which at least 18 months must have been in the deck department. 

	What training, qualifications and experience must a seaman have to be graded Engine-Room Rating? 
	He/she must (1 ) have worked as a trainee engine-room rating for at least 6 months; (2) have completed basic training (as described in an answer above); and (3) have obtained an Engine-Room Watch Rating (EWR) Certificate. 

	Doctors 

	Which regulations contain the requirements relating to the carriage of doctors on ships? 
	The MS (Ships' Doctors) Regulations 1995. 

	Which UK ships must carry a doctor? 
	Ships with 100 persons or more on board when engaged on (a) an international voyage of more than 3 days; or (b) a voyage during which the ship is more than one and a half days' sailing time from a port with 'adequate medical equipment'. No exemptions are allowed from this requirement. 
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	Cooks 

	Which regulations contain the requirements relating to the carriage of cooks on ships? 
	The MS (Certification of Ships' Cooks) Regulations 1981. 

	Which UK ships must carry a certificated cook? 
	Ships of 1000 GT or more (except pleasure craft and fishing vessels) trading in the Unlimited and Extended European areas to carry a cook if the majority of the crew are domiciled (i. e. have a legal place of residence) in the UK. 

	ENGAGEMENT and DISCHARGE 

	Crew Agreements 

	Which regulations govern crew agreements in UK ships? 
	The MS (Crew Agreements, Lists of Crew and Discharge of Seamen) Regulations 1991. They are explained by M. 1498 - Approval of crew agreements. 

	Must every ship have a Crew Agreement? 
	No. Ships owned by general lighthouse authorities; ships of less than 80 NT on coastal voyages (e. g. small inter-island ferries trading in the UK); pleasure yachts on coastal voyages, or on other voyages if no more than 4 crew are paid; and ships on coastal trials voyages are all exempt from the requirement to have a Crew Agreement: 

	What documents must be carried by a ship exempted from the requirement to have a Crew Agreement? 
	(1 ) An Exemption Certificate issued by the MCA; and (2) a List of Crew Exempted from the Requirement to Sign a Crew Agreement (ALC1(b)). 

	You join a small (140 GT) passenger ferry on a domestic service in the Western Isles, and find that none of the crew have signed a Crew Agreement. Is this permitted? 
	Yes, if she is has a Net Tonnage of under 80 and operates on coastal voyages she will be exempt from the requirement to have a Crew Agreement. All crew should, however, be listed on a List of Crew (ALC1(b)). 

	If the crew of a small ferry don't sign a Crew Agreement, where is their contract with the employer? 
	Elsewhere - probably in an agreement made through their union, or between each individual and the employer. 

	In those UK ships which have one, what types of Crew Agreement are permitted? 
	A BSF Agreement (similar to the old 'NMB' agreement for federated' ships); or an NFD Agreement (a 'minimum terms' agreements). Whichever type is used, it may be either a voyage agreement or a running agreement, or, in special cases, indefinite agreement. 

	What is the difference between a Voyage Agreement and a Running Agreement? 
	A voyage agreement is opened when all crew sign on at the start of a voyage and is closed when all crew sign off at the end of the voyage, e. g. a 6-month Antarctic supply voyage. Running agreements run continuously one against another, i. e. as soon as one closes it is immediately replaced by a newly-opened agreement, whether in port or not. Most ships have running agreements. 

	What types of Running Agreement are approved by the MCA? 
	Running Agreement (Unlimited); Running Agreement (Limited European Trading Area); Running Agreement (Extended European Trading Area). 

	What are the maximum periods of validity for Crew Agreements? 
	24 months for a Voyage Agreement; Running Agreements may be for 12 months or for 6 months. Indefinite Agreements are also permitted on some ships, e. g. ferries. A Run Agreement is for a single voyage, e. g. a scrapping voyage or a delivery voyage. 

	What is an Indefinite Agreement, and on which ships would it be suitable for use? 
	An MCA-approved Crew Agreement which may be applied for by owners and runs without limit of time, i. e. is not closed at the end of any particular period so long as the crew maintain a regular duty/leave rota. It is especially suitable for ferries. Indefinite agreements are permitted under ILO Convention No. 22 (Seamen's Articles of Agreement) and are restricted to ships trading in the Limited European Trading Area (to protect employers from high repatriation costs (since a seaman may give notice at any time, irrespective of the location of the ship). They are used by ferry operators including P&O European Ferries, which have a large turnover of seasonal temporary staff. In vessels which have indefinite crew agreements there will be no need to 'change articles' after 6 or 12 months. There is, however, a requirement for the owner to deliver a list to the MCA every 6 months showing all crew changes made in the last 6 months. 

	What non-standard contractual clauses must an Indefinite Agreement contain? 
	In addition to the contractual provisions contained in a standard agreement, indefinite crew agreements must state: (1) the intervals at which wages are to be paid; (2) the method of calculating leave entitlement; (3) the maximum period that a seaman can be required to remain on board between leave periods (in many cases a copy of the duty rosters will be sufficient); and (4) the notice required from each party to terminate a seaman's employment under the agreement 

	What is a Multiple Ship Agreement? 
	An MCA-approved Crew Agreement relating to more than one ship (typically a fleet of ro-ro ferries based at a particular port). It may be 
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	used where several ships of one company run out of the same port and need to be able to employ crews flexibly on any ship during the currency of the agreement. A Multiple Ship Agreement is in the same form and contains the same provisions as ordinary standard running or voyage agreements, except that the name of each ship to which it relates is entered on the outer cover. The original agreement document is kept ashore (e. g. in the personnel office), and each ship carries a copy agreement which must be certified by the ship's master as a true copy and specify the address where the original is kept, and the name of the person keeping it. Multiple Ship Agreement may be a voyage agreement or a running agreement, but is more likely to be the latter. 

	Preparation of documents 
	 

	Where can you obtain an ALC document? 
	From any Marine Office in the UK, or from a Proper Officer (e. g. a British Consul) abroad. They come in large brown envelopes containing all the forms and gummed slips to be assembled to form the ALC. 

	What are the various parts of an ALC document? 
	ALC1; ALC1(a); ALC1(b); ALC1(c); and ALC1(d). An ALC6 will also be included in the envelope, together with an Official Log Book. 

	What is ALC1? 
	The card outer cover in which the other documents must be affixed; it may be an ALC1(BSF) or ALC1(NFD). It has boxed sections on the front which the master must complete when opening a new Agreement. 

	What is the ALC1(a)? 
	The List of Crew who are Parties to the Crew Agreement, on which ordinary crew 'sign on'. (An easy way to remember this is 'a' for 'Agreement'. ) 

	What is the ALC1(b)? What is the ALC1(c)? 
	The List of Crew Exempted from signing a Crew Agreement, such as supernumeraries, riding gang, supercargo, etc. The master should also go on this list, since he is the company's representative and not a 'seaman' for engagement and discharge purposes. Anyone on the ALC1(b), if employed, should have a contract elsewhere than in the Crew Agreement. Their details are entered on the ALC1(b), but they do not sign it. (An easy way to remember this is 'b' for 'Ballast'. ) The List of Young Persons under 18. This is a summary list of any under-18 persons entered on the ALC1(a) or ALC1(b). They do not sign it. (An easy way to remember this is 'c' for 'Children'. ) 

	What is the ALC1(d)? 
	The Contractual Conditions of the Crew Agreement. The BSF version has green text; the NFD version has black text. When crew sign the ALC1(a) they are signing their acceptance of these conditions. The master or the employer's representative should sign the foot after completing the spaces for employer's name, voyage, notice period, etc. (An easy way to remember this is 'd' for 'Do's and Don'ts'. ) 

	What is the ALC6? 
	The Crew Copy of the Agreement. On this A5-size sheet the master completes a few ship's and company details, and then affixes to it a copy of the ALC1(d) completed in exactly the same way as the one in the ALC document, including a gummed voyage and notice clause and any additional clauses. The ALC6 is then posted up somewhere where the crew can read it at any time during the voyage (e. g. in the messroom) so that they can readily ascertain the terms and conditions of their Agreement. 

	What matters should be governed by the contractual provisions in standard and other approved crew agreements? 
	Standard agreements and other approved agreements must contain contractual provisions governing the following: (1) the persons between whom agreement is made; (2) the description of the voyage or voyages to which the agreement relates, with geographical limits and/or duration; (3) the capacity in which each seaman is to be employed; (4) his/her pay, hours, leave and subsistence, which may be dealt with wholly or in part by incorporation of provisions of NMB Agreements current on 30 September 1990; (5) other rights and duties of the parties to the agreement; (6) the terms under which either party may give notice to terminate the agreement; and (7) the circumstances in which, notwithstanding the notice provisions, the agreement may be terminated by either party. 

	You have joined a new ship in Rotterdam, with instructions from the owners that she is to be on a 12-month NFD Running Agreement. The rest of the crew, and some wives, are to join in one hour's time. How would you prepare the necessary documents? 
	Assuming I had the pack of ALC documents to hand (either brought with me or obtained from British Consul in Rotterdam), I would proceed as follows: (1) Assemble all ALC document pages (ALC1 (a), (b), (c) and (d)), and form ALC6. (2) Complete front cover details on ALC1 and OLB. (3) Affix in Clause (v) on the ALC1(d) any MCA-approved Additional Clauses required by the employer, e. g. incorporating company rules of conduct, drug and alcohol policy, union agreements, etc. (Voyage and Notice clause is already printed on the NFD ALC 1(d) sheet. ) (4) Prepare a copy of ALC1(d) and copy LOC for sending to the employer (unless a separate list is to be sent), as well as a copy of ALC1(d) to post up on ALC6. (5) Enter own details on ALC1(b), and on 
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	inside front cover of OLB, giving myself an 'E' reference number, e. g. 'E01'. (6) Copy load line and freeboard details from Load Line Certificate onto dedicated page in OLB. (7) Make entries in narrative section of OLB re- (1) appointment as master and (2) opening of new Agreement and List of Crew. (8) Prepare to make List of Crew entries as crew and others board, and add their reference numbers and names to list inside OLB front cover. 

	What clauses would you have to affix to the blank copy of the Crew Agreement when putting the document together? 
	In the case of a BSF agreement: in the space for Clauses (ii) and (iii), a suitable Voyage and Notice Clause selected from the slips enclosed in the pack, and, if required, in the space in Clause (iv)(c), one or more Additional Clauses to cover any non-standard agreements made between the crew and the employer. (A Voyage and Notice Clause only needs to be pasted onto a BSF agreement since the NFD agreement incorporates a printed Voyage and Notice Clause. ) 

	To what matters might an Additional Clause relate? 
	Agreements reached on matters such as radio officers' hours of work; local working arrangements; RFA crew and use of weapons; amendments to the MN Code of Conduct (e. g. additional breaches related to the service of the ship, etc. ); company rules of conduct (on NFD ships). 

	Voyage and Notice Clauses 

	What does a Voyage Clause state? 
	The duration of the employment (in months); its geographical limits; the port where the voyage commences. (These details are inserted when making up the documents before opening the Crew Agreement. ) 

	Are the approved durations of Crew Agreements rigidly fixed? 
	No. Approved Voyage Clauses (and notice periods) are open for agreement between the parties in fixed-term crew agreements. 

	What limitations are imposed by the MCA on the use of voyage clauses in fixed-term Crew Agreements? 
	A running agreement may be for a maximum of 6 months for a vessel engaged in frequent short voyages, e. g. a ferry, unless the vessel has a small crew and a low staff turnover, in which case the agreement may be extended to 12 months. Any other running agreement may be for 12 months. A voyage agreement may have a duration of up to 24 months. These periods are subject to any additional period provided for in the associated notice clauses. The geographical limitations of a voyage clause should be clearly stated when the clause is completed and used. 

	Are the approved durations of Crew Agreements subject to any additional period? 
	Yes, as provided for in associated Notice Clauses. 

	Where may a voyage end under a Voyage Agreement? 
	At a port in the UK, or on the Continent of Europe (within the Limited European Trading Area) at the master's discretion. 

	What are the usual limits of latitude for world-wide trading? 
	75° north latitude and 60° south latitude. 

	What would be the legal effect of taking your crew beyond the limits stated in their Crew Agreement? 
	This would amount to a breach of contract by the employer, for which the seamen could sue for damages. C/P terms may therefore be restricted by the terms of the crew agreement. 

	What does a Notice Clause state? 
	The conditions under which a seaman may give notice to the master to terminate his engagement. 

	How must notice be given if a seaman wants an early discharge? 
	In writing, or verbally before a witness, in accordance with the terms of the Notice Clause in the Crew Agreement. 

	A bulk carrier with a 24-month Voyage Agreement has been trading in Asian waters for a year and is now bound for Hamburg. Under what conditions can a seaman claim his discharge? 
	He can claim his discharge after he has been on the Crew Agreement for 3 months. He must give at least 7 days' notice before the ship is due to arrive at any port on the Continent of Europe within the Limited European Trading Area. (His actual discharge can take place after expiry of the notice at a port nominated by the master. ) (The 3 month requirement also applies on Unlimited and Extended European Running Agreements. ) 

	A seaman on a Limited European Running Agreement wants to claim his discharge. When can he do this? 
	After one voyage or 7 days' service has been completed, whichever first occurs. His engagement can be terminated in the UK by the period of notice written into the Notice Clause. The notice period excludes Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

	Lists of Crew (LOC) 

	What Lists of Crew must be maintained on board a UK ship? 
	(1 ) A List of Crew who are Parties to the Crew Agreement (ALC1 (a)); (2) A List of Crew who are Exempt from the requirement to sign a Crew Agreement (ALC1(b)) (e. g. the master, wives, children, riding crew and other supernumeraries); and (3) a List of Young Persons under 18 employed on board (ALC1(c)). These Lists of Crew required by Merchant Shipping regulations should not be confused with Crew Lists maintained by the master for Immigration, Customs, Police and agents' purposes. 

	On which List of Crew should the master's name and details appear? 
	ALC1 (b). The master is not a 'seaman' for the purposes of the Crew Agreement and his is a separate contract. 
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	You have signed on a 17-year old cadet on the ALC1(a). Where else must you record his details? 
	On the ALC1(c) - List of Young Persons Under 18. 

	Why is the ALC1(c) necessary? 
	To satisfy the requirements of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and The MS and FV (Health and Safety at Work) (Employment of Young Persons) Regulations 1998. The legislation imposes measures for the protection of employees of under 18 from risks to their health and safety and requires a separate list of them to be made. 

	What details should go on the ALC1(c) -List of Young Persons under 18? 
	An extract of details of each under-18 person employed on board, taken from the relevant List of Crew on which they are shown. Only those young people employed on board (i. e. not children of crew) should be shown. 

	Is a List of Crew the same as a crew list? 
	No. A List of Crew (as above) is a UK statutory requirement connected with the Crew Agreement, whereas a crew list is a document required mainly for immigration, police and customs purposes in ports. 

	Who can demand (under UK law) to see your ship's List of Crew? 
	The RSS; an MCA Superintendent; an MCA Surveyor; and an Officer of Customs and Excise (i. e. a UK Customs officer). (Foreign officials may have similar powers under port state law. ) 

	You are joining a small ferry which does not have a Crew Agreement. Should it have a List of Crew? 
	Yes. There should be a List of Crew for Exempted Seamen, i. e. ALC1(b). All hands should be listed on this. 

	Nationality and language requirements 

	What nationality restrictions are there on senior officers serving in UK ships? 
	Apart from on the master, none, as long as they have valid STCW certificates. 

	What were the old restrictions on who could sail as a senior officer in a British ship? 
	Under Section 5 of the Aliens Restriction (Amendment) Act, 1919, no alien could act as master, chief officer or chief engineer of a British merchant ship registered in the UK except in the case of a ship or boat employed habitually in voyages between ports outside the UK. 

	What nationality restrictions are there on the master of a UK ship? 
	The Officer Nationality Regulations 1995 provide that the master of every strategic ship shall be: (1) a Commonwealth citizen; or (2) an EEA national; or (3) a national of a state (other than an EEA state) which is a member of NATO. Otherwise, there are no nationality restrictions. 

	What is a 'strategic ship'? 
	A UK ship of 500GT or more which is a cruise ship, a product tanker, or a ro-ro ship, or a British registered fishing vessel of 24 metres or more in length. 

	Who may sail as master of a UK ship? 
	Except in the case of a strategic ship (as above), anyone (of any nationality) holding a valid STCW certificate appropriate for the size and trading area of the vessel as well as (where it is a non-UK certificate), a Certificate of Equivalent Competency. 

	Who may sail as chief officer of a UK ship? 
	Anyone (of any nationality) holding a valid STCW certificate appropriate for the size and trading area of the vessel, as well as (where it is a non-UK certificate), a Certificate of Equivalent Competency. 

	Who may sail as chief engineer of a UK ship? 
	Anyone (of any nationality) holding a valid STCW certificate appropriate for the engine power of the vessel, as well as (where it is a non-UK certificate), a Certificate of Equivalent Competency. 

	When about to sign on a foreign Third Mate, it becomes apparent that he does not understand English very well. What would you do, and why? 
	I would not sign him on. If I did, and if an MCA Superintendent or Proper Officer decided that he might not understand orders because of his insufficient knowledge of English, my ship could be detained under s. 51 of the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, and I could be fined at Level 5 (£5000). 

	Equivalent competency requirements 

	Which MCA-issued certificate is required to be held by any foreign-certificated officer serving as an officer in a UK ship? 
	A Certificate of Equivalent Competency (CEC), either of Grade 1 (Master) or Grade 2 (Deck Officer or Engineer Officer). 

	Under which regulations are Certificates of Equivalent Competency required? 
	The Training and Certification Regulations 1997. 

	Can a CEC be issued to an officer from a non-STCW Convention country? 
	No. 

	How long does a CEC remain valid? 
	Only as long as the STCW certificate remains valid. 

	Does a CEC have to be revalidated? 
	Yes, every 5 years. 

	Can an employer treat a CEC like a UK certificate of competency? 
	Yes, in exactly the same way. 

	What transitional arrangements apply for holders of non-UK certificates currently working on UK ships? 
	Until August 2000, holders of non-UK certificates currently working on UK ships can continue in employment and obtain a CEC. 

	Will Irish-certificated officers currently working on UK ships also need a CEC? 
	Yes. The transitional arrangements described in the last answer apply. 
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	Do officers from Commonwealth countries such as Canada and Australia also need a CEC if they work on a UK ship? 
	Yes, unless they have a UK certificate of competency. 

	Where can you find details of application arrangements for CECs? 
	In M. 1558. 

	How can a foreign-certificated officer obtain a CEC? 
	By applying to the MCA and sitting an examination administered by the Scottish Qualifications Authority (SQA) in UK Legal and Administrative Procedures, and, in some cases, sitting an oral English examination. 

	Checking crew certificates 

	What documents should a seafarer carry? 
	Under Regulation 4 of The Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations 1997, the company and the master must ensure that at all times the all original certificates and other documents issued pursuant to the STCW Convention indicating the qualification of any member of the crew to perform functions which they are required to perform aboard ship in the course of their designated duties. This means all crew members must carry their Medical Fitness Certificate, their Certificate of Competency (if any) and, where required, a Certificate of Equivalent Competency, together with all training course certificates with which they have been issued, e. g. Basic Sea Survival (or Personal Survival Techniques), Advanced Fire Fighting, ARPA etc. 

	How can you tell on board whether a UK certificate of competency is genuine? 
	By checking with the employer, who can check with the MCA. (The RSS keeps a register in Cardiff of all UK Certificates of Competency issued. ) 

	How can you tell whether a foreign certificate of competency is genuine? 
	Only by checking with the employer, who may be able to check with the flag state administration, which is required under STCW 95 to maintain a register of certificates issued. (RSS does not keep records of foreign certificates, and has no means of verifying their authenticity. ) 

	A foreign officer is joining your (UK-flag) ship but his Certificate of Competency does not appear to be recognised by the UK. What can you do? 
	Ask the employer to arrange for an Exemption Certificate to be issued by the MCA. 

	What would you look for when checking an officer's Certificate of Competency? 
	Evidence of revalidation, where this is required. 

	What checks would you make when engaging a foreign deck or engineer officer on the Crew Agreement? 
	I would check his certificates (as described above. He should have a Certificate of Equivalent Competency to sail on a UK ship as well as his non-UK Certificate of Competency. I would check also that he can speak and understand English well enough to comply with regulations. 

	What would you do if a foreign deck or engineer officer could not produce a Certificate of Equivalent Competency before signing on? 
	I would not sign him on. I would inform the MCA, who may decide whether or not to issue an Exemption Certificate. (The officer might have qualified for a CEC but there may be a delay in its issue. ) 

	When signing on, a foreign seaman produces a medical certificate issued in Tajikistan. How can you ascertain if this is acceptable for service on a UK ship? 
	I would check MSN 1746, which has a list of countries issuing acceptable medical certificates. (Tajikistan is on the list. ) (Since this list is probably out of date, I would also ask the company to find out what additional countries' medical certificates are now acceptable. ) 

	Engagement of crew ('signing on') 

	You have been appointed as master of a UK ship. How would you sign on your new crew? 
	(1) I would prepare the ALC documents (ALC1(a), (b), (c) and (d) and ALC6 and the Official Log Book - see Preparation of Documents, above), entering my own details with an 'E' reference number on ALC1(b). (2) As each seaman approaches, I would ask to see his medical fitness certificate (ENG1 or foreign equivalent) and his certificate of competency. (3) I would allocate a reference number in the left-hand column and enter his details in the white spaces on ALC1(a), remembering to enter his reference number and certificate and endorsement details at the foot of ALC1(a). (4) I would show relevant seamen the Schedule required under the hours of work provisions of The Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1997. (5) I would show all non-exempted crew being engaged the terms of the ALC1(d), which is the contract by which they will be bound once they sign on, and if any of them ask for their personal copy, arrange for that. (6) I would show any seaman on request any relevant document mentioned in the Crew Agreement (e. g. the MN Code of Conduct). (7) I would ask all non-exempt seamen to sign in the top white space at the right hand side on ALC1(a). (8) I would enter any supernumeraries and exempted seamen (e. g. contractors' personnel, supercargo, surveyor) on ALC1(b) below my details, giving them 'E' reference numbers and remembering to enter any certificates and endorsements held at the foot of ALC1(b). (9) I would note any seaman under 18 listed on either ALC1(a) or (b) and copy his particulars onto ALC1(c) -the List of Young Persons. (10) I would make out a duplicate copy of the ALC1(d) complete with any 
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	additional clauses, fix it onto the ALC6 and post this up in the crew accommodation (e. g. the messroom). (11)I would copy the reference numbers, names and capacities of all personnel engaged (including exempted personnel) into the special columns inside the cover of the Official Log Book, and make an entry in the OLB narrative section to the effect that I had opened a new Crew Agreement and engaged seamen, using their reference numbers to list them (e. g. 'Nos. 1-23 and E1-E4'). (12) I would finally send the owners a list (e. g. by fax or telex) of all crew engaged on ALC1(a) and (b). 

	You are signing on a new crew which includes a foreign deck or engineer officer. What special checks would you make? 
	If he does not hold a UK certificate of competency he should hold one issued by an STCW95-compliant country approved by the MCA. He should also hold a Certificate of Equivalent Competency issued by the MCA. I would check the endorsements showing that the documents had been revalidated where necessary. I would verify the validity and/or authenticity of suspect certificates with the employer, who may in turn need to check with the MCA or the administration of the issuing state. 

	What notification must be made after any change in the List of Crew after opening a Crew Agreement? 
	The master must inform the owners of the change in the LOC a. s. a. p. but within 3 days. 

	Where the ship is on an Indefinite Agreement, what notification must be made of changes in the crew? 
	The owner must deliver a list every 6 months showing all changes that have occurred since the list was last submitted. This list must be sent to an MCA Superintendent where the ship was at a UK port at the end of the 6 months, or to the RSS if the ship was abroad. 

	On which document would you engage three flying fitters' (seagoing maintenance gang or riding gang)? 
	On ALC1(b) (List of Exempt Crew). Any who are under 18 should also be listed on ALC1(c). 

	Can a seaman demand any document from you, as master, when he has signed on? 
	Yes. On demand, I must, within a reasonable time, 'cause to be supplied to him' a copy of the Crew Agreement under which he is employed, or such extracts therefrom as are necessary to show the terms on which he is employed, and 'cause to be made available to him' a copy of any document referred to in the Crew Agreement. This could mean the MN Code of Conduct in the case of a ship on a BSF Agreement, as well as the NMB Agreements - even though these are obsolete! 

	Do you, as master, have any right or obligation to keep your crew's discharge books in your custody? 
	No. However, it is sometimes useful when foreign inspectors want to see crew documents, and also as a deterrent to those who would otherwise want to 'jump ship'. 

	When signing young people' on, what regulations should you bear in mind? 
	The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety at Work) (Employment of Young Persons) Regulations 1998. (These are explained in a later sub-section of Section E. ) 

	Discharge of crew ('signing off) 

	A seaman who has been on board for a week demands his discharge on the grounds that the ship is in the Limited European Trading Area. Is he entitled to it? 
	It depends on the type of Crew Agreement and the terms of the Notice Clause contained in it. He can read this on the ALC 6, which should be posted up. 

	How would you discharge an Able Seaman at the end of his tour of duty on a UK ship? 
	I would notify the agent, with instructions to notify Immigration, Customs, taxi, etc. If the seaman is being paid from the ship, I would make up his overtime, bar account, etc., and an Account of Seaman's Wages (ASW/2). I would pay his wages in accordance with The Seamen's Wages and Accounts Regulations. I would make appropriate entries in the seaman's Discharge Book and ask him to sign off on the ALC1(a). I would witness his signature by signing beneath it. I would then make an OLB entry in the narrative section to the effect that 'Seaman No.... (ref. no. from ALC) was today discharged from the Crew Agreement'. If the seaman requested, I would issue a certificate as to the quality of his work or that he has fully discharged his obligations under the contract. I would inform the owners of the change in the LOC a. s. a. p. but within 3 days. 

	What entries must you make in a seaman's discharge book at his discharge? 
	The name of the ship; its port of registry; gross or register tonnage; official number; the description of the voyage; the capacity in which the seaman has been employed in the ship; the date on which he began to be so employed; and the date and place of his discharge. 

	Apart from signing him off, what would you do if a seaman was being 'left behind' in an overseas country (e. g. hospitalised)? 
	Notify the local Proper Officer (e. g. the nearest British Consul) and make an OLB entry to the effect that I had done so. I would have the seaman's gear tallied and packed, and land it ashore to the agent. 

	What must you do where a seaman fails to produce a discharge book at his discharge, if he is present? 
	Give to the seaman a Certificate of Discharge containing the same particulars as I would have entered in his discharge book if he had one. 

	Where can you find a specimen copy of a Certificate of Discharge? 
	In MGN 123, which announces the discontinuation of the printing and supply of these certificates by the MCA. Shipowners are now 
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	responsible for their production where they are required. 

	What document can a seaman request from you, as master, even after he has left your ship? 
	A certificate (separate from any other document) either as to the quality of his work or indicating whether he has fully discharged his obligations under his contract of employment. I must give him this, if he asks for it, within 6 months from the date of his discharge from or his leaving the ship. I can authorise another officer to issue this. 

	One of your seamen appears to have deserted in Bangkok. What would you do before sailing? 
	I would sign the man off in his absence and have his gear tallied and packed, and land it ashore to the agent. I would inform the British Consul, and make an OLB entry to the effect that I had done so. (No Proper Officer's permission is required, just his notification. ) I would inform the owners of the change in the LOC a. s. a. p. but within 3 days. 

	Closing a Crew Agreement 

	Your ship, which is UK-flagged, is being sold to foreign owners, and at the port of delivery you are required to close the Crew Agreement. How would you do this? 
	I would discharge all seamen, as in an previous answer, and enter the date and place of closing the Crew Agreement on the front of the ALC1. I would make an entry in the OLB (narrative section) recording the closure of the Crew Agreement and LOC. I would enter the date and place of closing the OLB on its front cover. I would remove the ALC6 from the place where it was posted up. I would send the OLB and ALC document (containing the ALC1(a), (b), (c) and (d)), as well as all radio log sheets and annexes made, to the nearest Marine Office superintendent in the UK or to the nearest Proper Officer abroad, within 3 days of the last person employed on the Crew Agreement signing off, or as soon as possible. If the ship has been lost or abandoned, the shipowner must immediately deliver a copy of the LOC to a superintendent. I would also inform the owner. 

	If you are 'changing articles' during a voyage to Australia, is it necessary to sign the crew on the new Crew Agreement before signing them off the old one? 
	No! Although some masters do this in the apparent belief that it will prevent any seaman from refusing to sign on again, it is totally unnecessary. Acts carried out under duress usually have no legal effect, and a contract (e. g. a Crew Agreement) signed under duress is voidable in English law in any case. 

	In the situation in the last question, what action would you take where a seaman refused to sign on the new Crew Agreement? 
	I would enter his details on the ALC1(b) as a seaman who is not a party to the Crew Agreement. I would arrange for him to be repatriated (at the employer's expense) from the next convenient port, and sign him off the ALC1(b) there. He should be treated like any other seaman who completes his contractual duties whilst outside the UK I can not force him to sign on for another 12 months! 

	HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELFARE 

	Provisions and water 

	What are the statutory requirements regarding the supply of provisions and water to the crew? 
	Under The Provisions and Water Regulations the employer and the master have a general duty to provide 'adequate' provisions and water to the crew. Provisions and water must be suitable in respect of quantity, nutritive value, quality and variety having regard to the size of the crew and the character and nature of the voyage. They may not contain anything likely to cause sickness or injury to health or which makes them unpalatable, and they must be otherwise fit for consumption. 

	Where can the master find guidance on food preparation and handling and food hygiene? 
	Food preparation and handling is covered in Chapter 14 of the Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen. MGN 61 gives guidelines for food hygiene. 

	Where can you find a summary of the statutory framework surrounding crew accommodation, provisions and water requirements? 
	In Annex 2 to MGN 61. 

	Weekly inspections 

	What are the two routine inspections which the master must make on a weekly basis? 
	A weekly inspection of the crew accommodation, as required by The Crew Accommodation Regulations, and a weekly inspection of the provisions and water, as required by The Provisions and Water Regulations. 

	What are the master's obligations regarding inspections of the crew accommodation? 
	Under The Crew Accommodation Regulations the master or an officer appointed by him, accompanied by at least one other crew member (of any rank) must inspect every part of the crew accommodation at least every 7 days. The master must cause an entry to be made (on the special page) in the OLB recording the time and date of the inspection, the names and ranks of the inspectors, and particulars of any respect in which the accommodation or any part of it was found by either inspector not to comply with the Regulations. 
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	What are the master's obligations regarding inspections of provisions and water? 
	The master, or a person authorised by him, together with a member of the crew employed in catering, must inspect the provisions and water at least once a week to check whether The Provisions and Water Regulations are being complied with. The results of the inspection must be recorded on a special page in the Official Log Book. 

	Health and Safety at Work Regulations 

	What are the chief UK merchant shipping regulations concerning health and safety at work aboard ship, and what regulations did they revoke and replace? 
	The Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1997 (HSW Regulations). They revoked and replaced The Health and Safety: General Duties Regulations and The Safety Officials and Reporting of Accidents and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations. 

	Apart from the Health and Safety at Work Regulations, which other regulations concern health and safety matters aboard UK ships? 
	The Code of Safe Working Practices Regulations, The Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations, The Employment of Young Persons Regulations, The Manual Handling Operations Regulations, The Personal Protective Equipment Regulations, The Guarding of Machinery and Safety of Electrical Equipment Regulations, The Means of Access Regulations, The Entry Into Dangerous Spaces Regulations, The Hatches and Lifting Plant Regulations and The Safe Movement On Board Ship Regulations. 

	General duties of employers under HSW Regulations 

	What general duties do the HSW Regulations impose on the employer? 
	A general duty to ensure the health and safety of workers, which includes provision and maintenance of safe plant and equipment, safe arrangements for handling, storage and transportation of articles, provision of safety information, training and supervision, restriction on access and collaboration between duty-holders. 

	Health and safety policy 

	What duty in connection with health and safety policy do the HSW Regulations impose on the employer? 
	The employer must write an up-to-date policy statement and bring this to the notice of the workers on board. 

	Risk assessment 

	What assessments must the employer make with regard to work-related risks? 
	The employer must make risk assessments and draw these to the attention of workers, and he must provide surveillance appropriate to the risk. 

	What are the purposes of the risk assessments required to be made under the HSW Regulations? 
	To identify: (1 ) groups of workers at particular risk in the performance of their duties; and (2) the measures to be taken to comply with the employer's duties under the Regulations. 

	What are the main elements in the risk assessment process? 
	(1) Classifying work activities; (2) identifying hazards and personnel at risk; (3) determining risk; (4) deciding if risk is tolerable; (5) preparing an action plan (if necessary); (6) reviewing the adequacy of the action plan. 

	In what sort of areas would you begin to make risk assessments for the first time on board ship? 
	Cargo-handling, hose-handling, connection and disconnection (on tankers, supply vessels, etc. ), anchor handling (offshore), bunkering, enclosed space entry, manual handling of stores, spares, engine parts, etc., berthing and unberthing, working aloft, working on pressure vessels or systems which could be under pressure, hot work, electrical work, isolation of systems, etc. (Answer to be adapted for particular ship types. ) 

	On completion of a risk assessment, what should you do? 
	Fill out a summary sheet and keep this on board, ready for inspection by MCA and port state surveyors and inspectors. I would send a copy to the company's fleet safety officer. 

	What are the key questions you would ask yourself when considering a task? 
	Is there any source of harm? If so, what is the potential severity of the harm? What is the likelihood of harm occurring? What control measures can be adopted to reduce or eliminate the risk of harm? 

	What are the key elements in any risk assessment? 
	Identification of the hazards, and control measures ('controls') to be implemented. 

	If you were designing a risk assessment summary sheet, how would you rate hazard severity? 
	From 'negligible', through 'moderate', 'serious' and 'major' to 'catastrophic'. 

	What would you call 'catastrophic' severity? 
	Where there is a risk of fatal injury, or a pollutant spillage of over 500 cubic metres, or the loss of the vessel, or extensive damage (say, over £200, 000), or lost operational time of over a month. 

	How are risks rated? 
	'Low', 'medium' and 'high'. 'Low' means 'No immediate action is required, but proceed with care'. 'Medium' means 'Hazard to be investigated in conjunction with the line manager or supervisor with a view to reducing the risk'. 'High' means Task not to be undertaken; immediate action must be taken to eliminate or substantially reduce the risk'. 

	Are risks to workers the only type of risk that should be considered? 
	No. I would also consider risks to the environment (such as when bunkering) and risks to property (such as the ship, or ship's or shore equipment), as well as possible lost operational time as a consequence of these.
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	Where could you identify appropriate control measures for different tasks on board? 
	By reading the appropriate chapter of the Code of Safe Working Practices covering that type of task, and by reading the company's Safety Management System documentation. 

	Where can you find information about making risk assessments? 
	In MGN 20 and in Chapter 1 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	Health surveillance 

	When is the employer required under the HSW Regulations to introduce 'health surveillance' of workers on his ship? 
	Where risk assessment identifies that: (1 ) a particular work activity may cause ill health; (2) an identifiable disease or adverse health condition is related to the work; (3) recognised testing methods are available for early detection of an occupational disease or condition; (4) there is a reasonable likelihood that a disease or condition may occur in relation to particular working conditions; and (5) surveillance is likely to further the protection of workers' health. 

	Female workers  

	What do the HSW Regulations require in respect of new or expectant mothers? 
	The particular risks of a new or expectant mother must be included in the risk assessment, and her working conditions or hours must be altered if necessary. If that is impossible she must be suspended from work subject to her overriding statutory rights regarding the offer of alternative work and remuneration. 

	To assert her rights, as outlined in the answer to the last question, what must the new or expectant mother do? 
	She must notify the employer that she is a new or expectant mother. 

	What other Merchant Shipping regulations concern pregnant women and new mothers at sea? 
	The Suspension from Work on Maternity Grounds (Merchant Ships and Fishing Vessels) Order 1998. 

	Health and safety training and instruction 

	Under the HSW Regulations, what must be ascertained and taken into account before tasks are assigned to workers? 
	Their capabilities as regards health and safety. 

	When must workers be provided with adequate and appropriate health and safety training and instruction? 
	After ascertaining their capabilities (as in the last answer) and before being assigned to shipboard duties; and on their being exposed to new or increased risks because of: (1) being transferred or given a change of responsibilities; (2) introduction of new equipment or a change to equipment in use; (3) introduction of new technology; (4) introduction of new shipboard practices, a new system of work or a change in a system of work in use. The training must: be repeated periodically where appropriate. 

	Can health and safety training and instruction be given during a worker's free time? 
	No. It must take place during his working hours. 

	General duties of workers under HSW Regulations 

	What are the general duties of a worker aboard a ship? 
	(1 ) To take reasonable care for the health and safety of himself and of any other person aboard ship who may be affected by his acts or omissions; and (2) to co-operate with any person (e. g. employer, Company or other) with any statutory duty or requirement relating to health and safety imposed on them, so far as is necessary to enable that duty or requirement to be carried out. 

	What are workers prohibited from doing under the HSW Regulations? 
	They must not (1) use any machinery, equipment, dangerous substance, transport equipment, means of production or safety device provided by his employer or the Company other than in accordance with any relevant training or instructions which have been received or provided by the employer or the Company in compliance with The HSW Regulations; or (2) disconnect, change or remove or otherwise interfere with any safety device provided by the employer or the Company. 

	What are the duties of every worker under the HSW Regulations with regard to reporting deficiencies or dangers? 
	To immediately inform the master, safety officer or another competent person appointed under The HSW Regulations (e. g. the company safety manager) of any matter which may reasonably be considered to represent a deficiency in the Company's protection arrangements for the health and safety of persons on board. Also, to immediately inform his employer, safety officer or other competent person: (1 ) of any work situation which he reasonably considers to represent a serious and immediate danger to health and safety; and (2) of any matter which he reasonably considers to represent a deficiency in the employer's protection arrangements for health and safety. 

	Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen 

	Which ships must carry the Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen? 
	Every UK ship, other than fishing vessels and pleasure vessels. 
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	How many copies of the Code of Safe Working Practices must be on board, and who must have a copy? 
	On a ship in which 5 or fewer workers are employed, there must be at least one copy, in the custody of the master; it must be readily accessible and available to workers. On a ship in which between 5 and 20 workers are employed, a 'suitable number' of copies must be carried. On these ships, one copy must be kept by the master, one by the safety officer, one must be provided for each safety representative, where elected, and one or more copies must be kept in a place readily accessible to other workers; nobody is required to keep more than one copy. On a ship in which more than 20 workers are employed, a 'suitable number' of copies must be carried. On these ships, one copy must be kept by the master, one by the chief officer, one by the chief engineer, one by either the purser or catering officer, one by the safety officer, one by each safety representative, where elected, and in addition a number of copies which is adequate for the number of workers employed, taking account of the nature of their duties, must be readily available and kept in a place or places readily accessible to them; nobody is required to hold more than one copy. 

	What is the latest edition of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	1998. It is in loose-leaf form to enable amendments to be made easily. When published it was incomplete. 

	How is the 1998 edition of the Code of Safe Working Practices arranged? 
	In sections which deal with broad areas of concern. The Introduction gives the regulatory framework for health and safety on board ships and overall safety responsibilities under that framework. Section 1 is largely concerned with the safety management and the statutory duties underlying the advice in the remainder of the Code. Section 2 begins with a chapter setting out the areas that should be covered in introducing a new recruit to the safety procedures on board. It goes on to explain what individuals can do to improve their personal health and safety. Section 3 is concerned with various working practices common to all ships. Section 4 covers safety for specialist ship operators. 

	What are the contents of Section 1 of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	Safety Responsibilities/Shipboard Management: Chapter 1: Risk assessment; Chapter 2: Health surveillance; Chapter 3: Safety officials; Chapter 4: Personal protective equipment; Chapter 5: Safety signs; Chapter 6: Means of access and safe movement; Chapter 7: Work equipment. 

	What are the contents of Section 2 of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	Personal Health and Safety: Chapter 8: Safety induction. Chapter 9: Fire precautions; Chapter 10: Emergency procedures; Chapter 11: Security on board; Chapter 12: Living on board; Chapter 13: Safe movement; Chapter 14: Food preparation and handling. 

	What are the contents of Section 3 of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	Work Activities: Chapter 15: Safe systems of work; Chapter 16: Permit to work systems; Chapter 17: Entering enclosed or confined spaces; Chapter 18: Boarding arrangements; Chapter 19: Manual handling; Chapter 20: Use of work equipment; Chapter 21: Lifting plant; Chapter 22: Maintenance; Chapter 23: Hot work; Chapter 24: Painting; Chapter 25: Anchoring, mooring and towing operations; Chapter 26: Hatch covers and access lids; Chapter 27: Hazardous substances; Chapter 28: Use of safety signs. 

	What are the contents of Section 4 of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	Specialist Ships: Chapter 29: Dry cargo ships; Chapter 30: Tankers and other ships carrying bulk liquid cargoes; Chapter 31: Ships serving offshore gas and oil installations; Chapter 32: Ro-ro ferries; Chapter 33: Port towage industry. 

	What do the Appendixes to the Code of Safe Working Practices concern? 
	Appendix 1 lists the standards specifications referred to in the Code, arranged by Code chapter. E. g. in Chapter 1, the standards specification for risk assessments is BS 8800: 1996 Guide to occupational health and safety management systems. Appendix 2 is the bibliography and includes publications of the Stationery Office, MCA, IMO, International Chamber of Shipping and International Shipping Federation. 

	What is the legal status of the Code of Safe Working Practices? 
	Much of the Code relates to matters which are the subject of regulations, sometimes implementing international standards. In such cases the Code is intended to give guidance as to how the statutory obligations should be fulfilled, However, the Code's guidance never supersedes or amends any regulation. Many regulations lay down specific requirements for standards of safety, equipment or operations. Some of these regulations require that a relevant part of the Code should be consulted and the principles and guidance of the Code applied. In these areas, the MCA would generally accept compliance with the guidance in the Code as demonstrating that the company, employer or worker had done what was reasonable to comply with the regulations. 
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	Means of Access Regulations  

	What legislation covers means of access to UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Means of Access) Regulations 1988. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 6 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What are your basic obligations as master under the Means Of Access Regulations? 
	Taking full of the principles and guidance in chapter 8 of the Code of Safe Working Practices, to ensure that: (1) safe means of access exists between ship and quay, pontoon, etc.; (2) access equipment is positioned promptly after the ship has been made fast and remains in position while the ship is made fast; (3) access equipment in use is properly rigged, secured, deployed and safe to use, and is adjusted when necessary to maintain safe access; (4) access equipment and the immediate approaches to it are properly lit; (5) any access equipment used and any safety net is of good construction, sound material, adequate strength for its purpose, free from patent defect and property maintained; (6) access necessary between ship and shore when the ship is not secured alongside is provided in a safe manner. 

	What are your obligations as master under the Means Of Access Regulations with respect to portable ladders and rope ladders? 
	To ensure that: (1) a portable ladder is only used for access to the ship where no safer means of access is reasonably practicable; (2) a rope ladder is used only for access between a ship with high freeboard and a ship with low freeboard or between a ship and boat if no safer means of access is reasonably practicable; (3) any rope ladder used for access to a ship complies with the specifications in the Code of Safe Working Practices and the Pilot Transfer Regulations 1999. 

	What are your obligations as master with respect to providing safety equipment for use at the ship's point of access? 
	To ensure that: (1) a life-buoy with self-activating light and separate safety line attached to a quoit or similar device is ready for use at the point of access aboard the ship; (2) an adequate number of safety nets is carried on board or is otherwise readily available; and (3) when access equipment is in use and there is a risk of a person falling from it or from the ship or quay immediately adjacent to the equipment, a safety net is rigged. 

	What are the employer's obligations under the Means Of Access Regulations? 
	Broadly to comply with the same requirements as the master; and also to ensure that (1 ) a gangway is carried in every ship of 30 metres or more registered length, appropriate to the deck layout, size, shape and maximum freeboard, complying with the specs in the Code of Safe Working Practices; and (2) an accommodation ladder is carried in a ship of 120 metres or more registered length, appropriate to deck layout, size, shape and maximum freeboard, complying with the specs in the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What are the statutory obligations under the Means Of Access Regulations of any person boarding or leaving a ship? 
	They must, when access equipment is provided in accordance with the Regulations, use that equipment except in an emergency. 

	Guarding of Machinery and Safety of Electrical Equipment Regulations 

	What legislation covers the guarding of machinery on UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Guarding of Machinery and Safety of Electrical Equipment) Regulations 1988. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 7 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What are the employer's and the master's obligations under the Guarding Of Machinery and Safety of Electrical Equipment Regulations? 
	(1 ) To ensure that every dangerous part of the ship's machinery is securely guarded unless of such construction or so positioned or otherwise safeguarded as to be as safe to anyone on board as if it were securely guarded; (2) to ensure that all regulation guards and other devices provided are of substantial construction and properly maintained and (subject to the above provisos) kept in position whilst the parts to be guarded are in motion; (3) to ensure that there is a means for taking prompt action to stop any machinery and for cutting off the power in an emergency; (4) to ensure that all ship's electrical equipment and installations are so constructed, installed, operated and maintained that the ship and all persons are protected against electrical hazards. 

	Under what circumstances might it not be a breach of the Guarding Of Machinery and Safety of Electrical Equipment Regulations for dangerous machinery to be in motion whilst not securely guarded? 
	Where it was necessary for a dangerous part of machinery to be in motion to ensure the safety of the ship, or for an examination and any adjustment, lubrication or test shown by the examination to be immediately required, provided that: (1) exposure of the dangerous part was the minimum necessary; (2) exposure was authorised by a responsible ship's officer or other responsible person; (3) the examination was carried out only by a competent person; (4) any person who was required to be close to the machinery had, so far as reasonably practicable, an area which was of adequate size, properly illuminated and clear of obstructions and loose material in which to work; (5) any person operating or close to machinery had been instructed as necessary in the safe systems of work for that machinery and in the dangers arising from and precautions to be observed while 
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	the machinery was operating; and (6) a conspicuous notice warning of the danger was exhibited on or close to the machinery. 

	When is machinery 'securely guarded'? 
	When it is protected by a properly installed guard or device of design and construction which prevents foreseeable contact between a person or thing worn or held by a person and any dangerous part of the machinery. 

	Safe Movement on Board Ship Regulations 

	What legislation covers safe movement on UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Safe Movement on Board Ship) Regulations 1988. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 6 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What are your obligations as master under the Safe Movement On Board Ship Regulations? 
	To ensure that safe means of access is provided and maintained to any place on the ship where a person may be expected to go, taking full account in carrying out this obligation of the principles and guidance in the Code of Safe Working Practices. Also to ensure that (1 ) all deck surfaces used for transit about the ship, and all passageways, walkways and stairs, are properly maintained and kept free from materials and substances liable to cause a person to slip or fall; (2) those areas of the ship being used for loading or unloading of cargo or for other work processes or for transit are adequately and properly illuminated; (3) any permanent safety signs used on board the ship for the purpose of giving health or safety information or instruction comply with BS 5378 Part I or with any equivalent standard; (4) any opening, open hatchway or dangerous edge into, through, or over which a person may fall is fitted with secure guards or fencing of adequate design and construction, kept in a good state of repair, and (5) all ship's ladders are of good construction and sound material, of adequate strength for their purpose, free from patent defect and properly maintained. 

	What are your obligations as master under the Safe Movement On Board Ship Regulations with respect to powered vehicles and mobile lining appliances? 
	To ensure that (1) no ship's powered vehicle or powered mobile lifting appliance is driven in the course of a work process except by a competent and authorised person, that (2) danger from use or movement of all such vehicles and mobile lifting appliances is so far as is reasonably practicable prevented; and that (3) all ship's vehicles and mobile lifting appliances are properly maintained. 

	Entry into Dangerous Spaces Regulations 

	What legislation covers entry into dangerous spaces on UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Entry into Dangerous Spaces) Regulations 1988. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapters 6 and 17 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What is the definition of a 'dangerous space'? 
	Any enclosed or confined space in which it is foreseeable that the atmosphere may at some stage contain toxic or flammable gases or vapours, or be deficient in oxygen, to the extent that it may endanger the life or health of any person entering that space. 

	What are your basic obligations as master under the Entry Into Dangerous Spaces Regulations? 
	To ensure that (1) except when necessary for entry, all entrances to unattended dangerous spaces are either kept closed or otherwise secured against entry; (2) all procedures for ensuring safe entry and working in dangerous spaces are observed on board; (3) full account is taken of the principles and guidance contained in the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	What are your obligations as master with regard to dangerous space drills? 
	To ensure that in any tanker of 500 GT or over, and in any other ship of 1000 GT and over, drills simulating the rescue of a crew member from a dangerous space are held at intervals not exceeding 2 months, and that a record of these drills is entered in the OLB. 

	What are your obligations as master with regard to atmosphere testing devices? 
	To ensure that the regulation oxygen meter and any other testing device is maintained in good working order and, where applicable, regularly serviced and calibrated to the maker's recommendations. 

	What are the employer's obligations under the Entry Into Dangerous Spaces Regulations? 
	(1 ) To ensure that procedures for ensuring safe entry and working in dangerous spaces are clearly laid down; (2) to ensure that each ship where entry into a dangerous space may be necessary carries or has available an oxygen meter and such other testing device as appropriate to the hazard likely to be encountered in any dangerous space. 

	What are the obligations of employees under the Entry Into Dangerous Spaces Regulations? 
	(1 ) Not to enter or be in a dangerous space except in accordance with the procedures laid down by the employer; (2) if on duty in a dangerous space, to take full account of the principles and guidance in the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	Personal Protective Equipment Regulations 

	What regulations replaced the Protective Clothing and Equipment Regulations? 
	The Personal Protective Equipment Regulations 1999. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 4 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 
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	What is the 'General Rule' in the Personal Protective Equipment Regulations? 
	Personal protective equipment must be used when risks cannot be avoided or reduced to an acceptable level. 

	What should the employer ensure before providing personal protective equipment? 
	That an assessment is carried out to identify the characteristics required of the equipment. 

	Can the employer make a charge for use of personal protective equipment? 
	No. The employer must ensure that suitable personal protective equipment is provided free of charge unless the equipment is not exclusive to the work place. 

	Does each worker have to have his own personal protective equipment? 
	No. Personal protective equipment must either be given to the worker for individual use or it must be adjustable to fit all sizes, easily accessible, and kept in a hygienic condition. 

	What are the other basic requirements regarding personal protective equipment provided? 
	Instructions for use and maintenance of the personal protective equipment must be available and comprehensible. Equipment must be properly stored, maintained and inspected. Workers must be provided with training and instruction as regards the use and maintenance of the equipment. Employers must take reasonably practicable steps to ensure the equipment is used as instructed. 

	How do you know what type of personal protective equipment would be 'suitable' for use for a particular job? 
	By consulting MSN 1731, which shows various work activities and the standards of equipment required for those activities. 

	Does a worker have to use personal protective equipment provided? 
	Yes. He is required to use personal protective equipment provided by the employer and to follow any training and instruction provided to him. 

	Where else can you find guidance on personal protective equipment? 
	In Chapter 4 of the Code of Safe Working Practices for Merchant Seamen. 

	Hatches and Lifting Plant Regulations  

	What legislation covers hatches and lifting plant on UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Hatches and Lifting Plant) Regulations 1988. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 7 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	With respect to hatches, what are your basic obligations as master under the Hatches and Lifting Plant Regulations? 
	(1 ) To take full account of the principles and guidance in Chapter 18 of the Code of Safe Working Practices, (2) to ensure that any hatch covering is of sound construction and material, of adequate strength for its purpose, free from patent defect and properly maintained; (3) to ensure that a hatch covering is not used unless it can be removed and replaced, whether manually or with mechanical power, without endangering any person; (4) to ensure that information showing the correct replacement position is clearly marked, except insofar as hatch coverings are interchangeable or incapable of being incorrectly replaced; (5) to ensure that a hatch is not used unless the hatch covering has been completely removed, or if not completely removed, is properly secured. 

	With respect to lifting plant, what are your basic obligations as master under the Hatches and Lifting Plant Regulations? 
	Taking full account of the principles and guidance in the Code of Safe Working Practices, to ensure that (1) any lifting plant is of good design, of sound construction and material, of adequate strength for its purpose, free from patent defect, properly installed or assembled and properly maintained; (2) any pallet or similar piece of equipment for supporting loads or lifting attachment which forms an integral part of the load or one-trip sling or pre-slung cargo sling is not used on a ship unless it is of sound construction, of adequate strength for the purpose for which it is used and free from patent defect; (3) lifting plant is not used other than in a safe and proper manner, and (4) except for the purpose of carrying out a test under the regulations, the lifting plant is not loaded in excess of its SWL. 

	With respect to tests and examinations of lifting plant, what must you, as master, ensure? 
	That (1) no lifting plant is used (a) after manufacture or installation, or (b) after repair or modification which is likely to alter the SWL or affect the lifting plant's strength or stability, without first being tested by a competent person, except in the case of a rope sling made from rope which has been tested by a competent person and spliced in a safe manner; (2) a lifting appliance is not used unless it has been suitably tested by a competent person within the preceding 5 years; and (3) any lifting plant is not used unless it has been thoroughly examined by a competent person at least once in the preceding 12 months, and also following a test as required above. 

	What are your obligations as master with respect to marks on lifting gear? 
	I must ensure that (1) each lifting appliance is clearly and legibly marked with its SWL and a means of identification; (2) any crane carried whose SWL varies with the operating radius is fitted with an accurate indicator, clearly visible to the driver, showing the radius of the load-lifting attachment at any time and the SWL corresponding to that radius; (3) each item of lifting gear is clearly and legibly marked with its SWL and a means of identification, except where not reasonably 
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	practicable, but in such a case a SWL must be readily ascertainable by any user; (4) each item of lifting gear which weighs a significant proportion of the SWL of any lifting appliance with which it is intended to be used is, in addition to the requirement above, clearly marked with its weight. 

	What prohibitions do the Hatches and Lifting Plant Regulations impose on any other person, such as a crew member or dock worker? 
	(1 ) Except in the event of an emergency endangering health or safety, no other person may operate a hatch covering which is power-operated or a ship's ramp or a retractable car-deck unless authorised by a responsible officer; and (2) may not operate any lifting plant unless he is trained and competent to do so and has been authorised by a responsible ship's officer. 

	What are the requirements of the Hatches and Lining Plant Regulations with respect to certificates of test and examination? 
	The master must ensure that a certificate or report in a MCA-approved form is obtained within 28 days of any test as required above and is kept in a safe place on board for at least 2 years from receipt or until receipt of the certificate or report of the next test or examination. 

	Where should the certificates of test and thorough examination of lining appliances be filed? 
	In the 'Chain Register' (i. e. the Record of Lifting Appliances and Cargo-Handling Gear). 

	With respect to lining plant tests, who is a competent person? 
	A person over 18 with the knowledge and experience required for the performance of thorough examinations and tests of ships' lifting plant. 

	What is a lining appliance? 
	Any ship's stationary or mobile appliance (and every part thereof except vehicle coupling arrangements) used on board for suspending, raising or lowering loads or moving them from one position to another while suspended, and includes ship's lift trucks and similar vehicles. It does not include survival craft or rescue boat launch and recovery appliances, pilot hoists, pipes or gangways or screw, belt, bucket or other conveyors used for the continuous movement of cargo or people, but does include the lifting appliances used to raise or lower these appliances. 

	Employment of Young Persons Regulations 

	What legislation regulates the work of young persons on UK ships? 
	The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety at Work) (Employment of Young Persons) Regulations 1998. 

	To what activities do the Health and Safety at Work (Employment of Young Persons) Regulations apply? 
	All activities of young persons engaged as workers on UK ships, wherever they are. 

	What does "young person' mean in the Regulations? 
	Any person under the age of 18 and, in Great Britain, who is over statutory school-leaving age (which is normally 16). 

	What are the basic requirements of the Employment of Young Persons Regulations? 
	Where a young person is engaged as a worker on any ship, he must be provided with: (1) a rest period of at least 12 consecutive hours in every 24-hour period; and (2) a rest period of at least 2 days, which must be consecutive if possible, in every week. Where a young person's daily working time is more than four and a half hours, he must be provided with a rest break of at least 30 minutes, which must be consecutive if possible. The minimum daily rest period of at least 12 hours in every 24-hour period may be interrupted in the case of activities involving periods of work that are split up over the day or of short duration. The minimum weekly rest period of at least 2 days (1) may be interrupted in the case of activities involving periods of work that are split up over the day or of short duration; and (2) may be reduced to a period which is not less than 36 hours where this is justified by technical or organisational reasons. Time spent on training by a young person, whether under a theoretical or practical or combined theoretical and practical work training scheme, is to be counted as working time. 

	Do the requirements in the last answer apply in every case on board ship? 
	No. Where hours of work of a young person are subject to a schedule of duties complying with Reg. 9 of The MS (Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping) Regulations 1997 the minimum rest periods stated in the previous answer do not apply, provided that (1) the young persons are allowed compensatory rest time; and (2) measures are taken to ensure that there is no risk to their health and safety, by reason of their hours of work. 

	Where can you find guidance on implementation of the Employment of Young Persons Regulations? 
	In MGN 88. 

	Manual Handling Operations Regulations 

	What legislation covers the manual handling of heavy items on board ship? 
	The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Manual Handling Operations) Regulations 1998. Guidance on their implementation is in Chapter 19 of the Code of Safe Working Practices. 

	To which ships do the Manual Handling Operations Regulations apply? 
	All UK ships other than public service vessels and vessels engaged in search and rescue. 
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	What is the employer's basic obligation under the MHO Regulations? 
	To avoid, so far as is reasonably practicable, the need for any manual handling of a load which would involve a health and safety risk to a worker. However, if avoidance is not reasonably practicable the employer must: (1 ) carry out an assessment; (2) take appropriate steps to reduce the risk of injury to workers to the lowest level reasonably practicable; (3) take steps to provide the worker with precise information on the weight and centre of gravity where practicable to do so; and (4) provide workers who will be involved in a manual handling operation with proper training and information. 

	What obligation does the MHO Regulations impose on workers? 
	To make full use of any system of work provided by the employer to reduce the risk to the lowest level that is reasonably practicable. 

	Code of Practice for Noise Levels in Ships 

	What ships does the Code of Practice for Noise Levels apply to, is it mandatory, and where can you find details about it? 
	It applies to all ships of 500 GT and over, but is not mandatory. M. 1415 explains it. 

	MUSTERS, DRILLS, ON-BOARD TRAINING and INSTRUCTIONS, and DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

	Muster lists 

	Where can you find details of the statutory requirements relating to musters, etc. ? 
	In The MS (Musters, Training and Decision Support Systems) Regulations 1999 (SI 1999/2722), and in MGN 71. 

	What are the MCA's general requirements concerning muster lists? 
	Every ship must have a muster list, which must be in an MCA-approved format. It must be exhibited in conspicuous places throughout the ship including the bridge, the E/R and crew accommodation. It must specify certain information. 

	What information must be specified by a muster list? 
	(1 ) The general emergency alarm signal; (2) action to be taken by crew and passengers when the emergency alarm signal sounds; (3) how the abandon ship order will be given; (4) other emergency signals and the action to be taken by the crew on hearing them; (5) on Class I, II, II(A) and III ships, the location of passenger muster stations; (6) duties assigned to crew members including: (a) closing of w/t doors, fire doors, valves, scuppers, side-scuttles, portholes and other similar openings; (b) equipping of survival craft and other LSA; (c) preparation and launching of survival craft; (d) general preparation of other LSA; (e) muster of passengers (if any); (f) use of communication equipment; (g) manning of fire parties; (h) any special duties assigned in connection with fire-fighting equipment and installations (e. g. B/A parties); (7) emergency duties assigned to crew members in connection with passengers, including: (a) warning the passengers; (b) seeing that passengers are suitably clad and have donned their lifejackets correctly; (c) assembling the passengers at muster stations; (d) keeping order in passageways and on stairways and generally controlling the movements of passengers; and (e) ensuring that blankets are taken to survival craft; (8) the officer(s) assigned to the maintenance of the LSA and fire appliances; (9) substitutes for key persons when they are disabled (e. g. the master, chief officer and chief engineer). 

	What are your statutory responsibilities as master in relation to muster lists and emergency instructions? 
	(1 ) To prepare a muster list before the ship proceeds to sea. (2) To maintain the muster list for the duration of the voyage for which it was prepared. (3) To revise the muster list, or prepare a new list, if there is any change in the crew necessitating an alteration. (4) To ensure that copies of the muster list are exhibited in conspicuous places throughout the ship including the bridge, engine room and crew accommodation spaces. (5) To ensure that clear instructions to be followed in the event of an emergency are provided for every person on board. (6) To ensure that illustrations and instructions in English and in any other appropriate languages are posted in passenger cabins and conspicuously displayed at assembly or muster stations and other passenger spaces to inform passengers of their assembly or muster station, the essential actions they must take in an emergency, and the method of donning lifejackets. 

	Which ships require their muster lists to be approved by the MCA and must carry a Muster List Approval Certificate? 
	Passenger ships of Classes I, II, II(A) and III. 

	What are the MCA's requirements relating to designated personnel in lifeboats and liferafts? 
	A deck officer or certificated person must be placed in charge of each survival craft to be used, and a deck officer or certificated person must be assigned as second-in-command of a lifeboat In ships of Classes II, II(A) and III, a person practiced in the handling and operation of liferafts may be placed in charge of a liferaft in lieu of a deck officer or certificated person. A motor lifeboat must have a person assigned to it who is capable of operating the engine and carrying out minor 
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	adjustments; this person may be the coxswain if it is possible to operate the engine and steer the lifeboat from one position. A lifeboat with a radio installation and each survival craft in which are placed EPIRBs, SARTs or two-way R/T sets must have a person assigned to it capable of operating such equipment. 

	What must the master ensure with respect to the distribution of certain persons in survival craft? 
	That the distribution of crew members with special responsibilities is equitable among the survival craft These personnel are: crew members to assist passengers in emergency situations; crew members to man survival craft and handle launching appliances; a deck officer or certificated person in charge of each survival craft; a deck officer or certificated person as second-in-command of a lifeboat; and a person practiced in the handling and operation of liferafts in charge of each liferaft. 

	Emergency instructions 

	What are the MCA's requirements relating to emergency instructions for crew members? 
	In ships on international voyages, and in passenger ships of classes II(A) and III, each crew member must be provided with clear instructions to be followed in the event of an emergency, e. g. on a card showing his assembly or muster station, his emergency duty, and the lifeboat or liferaft to which he is allocated. The card or other means should also describe the general emergency alarm signal and any other signals to be used in an emergency, and the action to be taken on hearing the signals. It should also show the means by which the abandon ship order is to be given. In ships with significant numbers of non-English speaking crew, emergency instructions should be provided in the appropriate language(s). 

	What are the MCA's requirements relating to emergency instructions for passengers? 
	Emergency instructions, illustrated where possible, must be displayed in each passenger cabin, in passenger assembly or muster stations and in other passenger spaces. Such instructions, in English and in any other language appropriate to the principal nationalities carried on the ship's route, are to inform passengers of their assembly or muster stations, essential actions to be taken on hearing the general emergency alarm signal and any other signal requiring action on their part, and the method of donning lifejackets. The location of lifejackets should be included in these instructions. 

	Emergency signals 

	What are the MCA's requirements relating to emergency signals? 
	The general emergency alarm is to consist of seven or more short blasts followed by one long blast on the ship's whistle or siren and on a bell, klaxon or similar warning system where provided. 

	Are any emergency signals permitted other than the general emergency alarm? 
	Yes. Signals for incidents not requiring a muster of the passengers or of the whole crew, or for dealing with a minor incident, are at the master's discretion. 

	Is a special signal permissible for summoning crew to survival craft embarkation stations? 
	Yes - but only in a cargo ship. The signal may be used in a drill or in an emergency. 

	By what means must the abandon ship order be given? 
	The means is at the master's discretion. It may be by a signal or by word of mouth, but arrangements should be such that everyone on board, including those in emergency parties, will receive it. 

	Are unannounced musters or drills permitted? 
	No. All persons on board should be notified beforehand that a practice muster or drill is about to be held. 

	Musters and drills: general 

	What must an abandon ship drill consist of? 
	A muster of the crew (and passengers, if appropriate) at the stations in the muster list, and a muster and drill at survival craft stations. 

	Should passengers participate in drills? 
	Where practicable, passengers on Class I passenger ships should be strongly recommended to attend abandon ship drills. 

	When should a fire drill be held? 
	The MCA recommend that a fire drill be held simultaneously with the first stage of the abandon ship drill. 

	May a fire drill be replaced by any other kind of drill? 
	Yes. Drills for emergencies other than fire, e. g. collision, damage control, grounding, cargo or bunker spillage, rescue of personnel from dangerous spaces, or medical treatment, may be conducted in lieu of or in addition to a fire drill, provided each crew member participates in at least one fire drill each month. 

	How often must crew members be exercised in fire and boat drills? 
	Each crew member must participate in at least one abandon ship drill and one fire drill every month. 

	When must abandon ship and fire drills be held? 
	Within 24 hours of leaving port if more than 25% of the crew have not participated in drills on that ship in the previous month. In Class I, II, II(A) and III ships, abandon ship and fire drills must be held weekly. (In ships of other classes there is no such requirement. ) 
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	What arrangements should be made where it is impracticable to have a full drill within 24 hours of leaving port? 
	Musters should be held within this period and instructions given to crew members on their emergency duties and on abandon ship procedures. On ro-ro passenger ferries these instructions must be given before any passenger-carrying voyage. Full drills should be held as soon as circumstances permit. 

	What are the MCA's additional requirements relating to drills in ships of classes I, II, II(A) and III? 
	An abandon ship drill and a fire drill must be held weekly and as many of the crew as practicable should take part. Each crew member must participate in at least one abandon ship drill and one fire drill each month. 

	When must a passenger muster be held, and in what must passengers be instructed? 
	On any ship carrying passengers where the passengers are scheduled to be on board for more than 24 hours, within 24 hours of embarkation. The passenger must be instructed in the use of lifejackets and in the emergency actions to be taken on hearing the general emergency alarm signal. 

	A day after embarking most of your cruise passengers and holding a passenger muster, a few more passengers embark. What arrangements must be made? 
	It is not necessary to hold another muster, but the attention of the new passengers must be drawn to the emergency instructions. This can be done on the ship's PA system or by direct oral announcement. 

	What are the MCA's requirements where a passenger muster is not held on sailing? 
	In all Class II, II(A) and III ships, and Class VIII, VIII(A), VIII(A)(T) and IX ships carrying passengers, and Class XI ships on international voyages, the attention of the passengers must be drawn to the emergency instructions. 

	Abandon ship drills 

	How should the commencement of an abandon ship drill be announced? 
	By the general emergency alarm signal. 

	Fire and other emergency drills 

	How, and when, should a fire or other emergency drill be conducted? 
	As far as practicable as if it were an actual emergency, and simultaneously with the first stage of the abandon ship drill, and as described in MGN 71. 

	What instruction related to fire should be given on board? 
	Instruction should cover fire prevention, particularly in galleys, machinery spaces, cargo compartments, pumprooms and accommodation spaces. On-board instruction in fire-fighting is supplementary to training available at fire-fighting courses ashore and is primarily concerned with the particular equipment available on board and the nature of on-board fire hazards. 

	What monthly testing and inspections of fire-fighting equipment should be carried out on board? 
	To ensure that: (1) all fireman's outfits, fire extinguishers, fire hydrants, hoses and nozzles are in place and in serviceable condition; (2) all escape routes including stairways and corridors are free of obstructions and properly maintained; (3) PA system and ship's alarms are serviceable; (4) all fixed fire-fighting installation valves are set in the correct operational position; (5) dry pipe sprinkler systems are pressurised where appropriate, and gauges indicate correctly; (6) sprinkler system pressure tank water levels are correct as indicated by glass gauges; (7) all sprinkler system pumps operate automatically on pressure loss in the systems; (8) all fire pumps are operational; and (9) all fixed gas fire extinguishing installations are free from leakage. 

	What quarterly testing and inspections of fire-fighting equipment should be carried out on board? 
	To ensure that (1) all fire extinguishers are at correct pressure and are not due for servicing; (2) all automatic alarms for sprinkler systems activate using the suction test valves; (3) the international shore connection is serviceable; (4) fire-fighting equipment lockers contain their full inventory and the equipment they contain is in serviceable condition; and (5) all fire doors, fire dampers and closing devices can be operated locally. 

	What annual testing and inspections of fire-fighting equipment should be carried out on board? 
	To ensure that: (1) all fire doors, and ventilation dampers where appropriate, operate remotely; (2) where practicable, all aqueous foam and water spray fixed fire-fighting installations operate correctly; (3) all accessible components of fixed fire-fighting systems (typically nozzles) are free from damage or obstruction on visual inspection; (4) all fire pumps, including sprinkler system pumps, develop correct pressures and flow rates; (5) all hydrants operate; (6) all antifreeze solutions are correctly maintained and cross-connection between fire main and sprinkler system operates correctly; and (7) fixed fire detection systems operate correctly, according to manufacturers' test instructions. 

	What should follow a fire or other emergency drill? 
	The second stage of the abandon ship drill, i. e. the muster and drill at survival craft stations. This stage of the drill should be announced by the abandon ship signal or by the particular means by which 'abandon ship' is announced, or by a signal used for the purpose of summoning crew members to their survival craft stations. 
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	Drills in closing of doors, side scuttles and other openings 

	What drills and inspections are required in passenger ships in connection with watertight doors and other devices? 
	Under The Passenger Ship Construction Regulations, passenger ships of Classes I to VI(A) drills for practising the closing of w/t doors, deadlights, scuppers, ash-shoots, rubbish-shoots and similar devices must be held 'as required'. Inspections must be made every 7 days or less of all w/t doors and mechanisms, indicators and warning devices connected with same, the closing of which is necessary to make watertight any compartment below the margin line, and valves the operation of which is necessary for the efficient operation of damage-control cross-connections. 

	Survival craft muster and drill 

	Which personnel should have a list of survival craft crew? 
	The person in charge of each survival craft must have a list of its crew. The second-in-command of a lifeboat must also have a list of the lifeboat crew. 

	On a passenger ship, which lifeboats should be used in a drill? 
	Where practicable, some from each side of the ship. Different groups of lifeboats should be used at successive drills. 

	What is the MCA's advice regarding lowering of lifeboats in drills on passenger ships? 
	When the drill is held at sea, a number of lifeboats should, if weather and other circumstances permit, and subject to overriding safety constraints, be cleared, swung out, and lowered to embarkation deck level in the case of boats boarded at this position, and side ladders and embarkation arrangements prepared. 

	What is the MCA's advice regarding lowering of lifeboats in drills on cargo ships? 
	At least one lifeboat should be lowered when weather and other circumstances permit. 

	What are the MCA's requirements for testing lifeboat and rescue boat engines? 
	Each lifeboat and rescue boat engine must be tested by being run ahead and astern for a total period of not less than 3 minutes provided that the engine can be safely run for this period when out of the water and the ambient temperature is above the minimum for starting the engine. Where lifeboats are fitted with mechanical hand-propelling gear, this gear should be examined and tested ahead and astern. 

	What are the MCA's requirements for testing liferaft davits and winches? 
	Liferaft davits must be swung out and winches operated at each survival craft drill. 

	What are the MCA's requirements for testing emergency lighting? 
	Emergency lighting for mustering and abandonment must be tested at each survival craft drill. 

	Survival craft drills held in port 

	What are the MCA's requirements relating to survival craft drills held in port? 
	As many as possible of the lifeboats should be cleared, swung out and lowered. Each lifeboat must be launched with its assigned operating crew aboard and manouevred in the water once every 3 months during an abandon ship drill. In lifeboats not fitted with engines the crew should be exercised in rowing or in the use of the mechanical hand-propelling gear. Each opportunity should be taken to test the lifeboat disengaging gear where fitted. 

	What are the MCA's requirements where the berthing arrangements and trading patterns of ships make the launching of lifeboats on one side impracticable? 
	In ships of Classes II, II(A), VIII or VIII(A) only, if the berthing arrangements and trading patterns make launching on one side impracticable, then launching on that side at 3-monthly intervals is not required, but all lifeboats on that side must be lowered at least once every 3 months and launched at least annually. 

	Is launching of lifeboats and rescue boats permitted when the ship is making headway, or when anchored in a tideway or current? 
	The launching of lifeboats and rescue boats should normally take place when the ship is alongside or at anchor with little or no tide or current. Where there is actual or effective headway, such launching should be carried out in accordance with the guidelines in MSN 1722. 

	What are the MCA's requirements for the launching in drills of free-fall lifeboats? 
	A free-fall lifeboat may be lowered to the water if launching is impracticable, provided that free-fall launching with the assigned operating crew and manouevring in the water is carried out at least once every 6 months. If it is impracticable to launch within a period of 6 months, the shipowners may apply to the MCA for an extension to 12 months. 

	Rescue boat and emergency boat drills 

	What are the MCA's requirements for launching in drills rescue boats? 
	As far as reasonable and practicable, rescue boats other than those which are also lifeboats, must be launched each month with their rescue boat crews aboard and manoeuvred in the water. The interval between drills must not exceed 3 months. Emergency boats carried on passenger ships which do not carry rescue boats should be launched at similar intervals and should carry out similar drill procedures. 

	What are the MCA's requirements for musters and drills of rescue boat crews? 
	In Class I ships the crews of rescue and emergency boats should be mustered on the first day of the voyage as soon as possible after sailing and should be fully instructed and drilled in their duties. Thereafter they should be mustered and drilled at intervals of not more than 7 days. 
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	Davit-launched liferaft on-board training 

	On ships fitted with davit-launched liferafts, when must on-board training in their launching be given, and what must the training include? 
	At intervals of not more than 4 months. Whenever practicable the training must include the inflation and lowering of a liferaft. The liferaft may be a special training raft which is not part of the LSA, but must be marked as such. 

	In ships of Classes II and II(A) on regular voyages, what should the 4-monthly training include? 
	The inflation, in port, of one of the ship's liferafts. This should be lowered, unloaded, onto the quay. Training in boarding and using the release hook can be carried out with the liferaft suspended just clear of the quay, or if landing on the quay is not practical, just clear of the embarkation deck following inflation in the overside position. The liferaft should be serviced after the training. 

	In cargo ships and in passenger ships on irregular voyages, what should the 4-monthly training include? 
	An inflation, in port or at sea, of one of the ship's liferafts. The training should be as for Class II and II(A) ships in the last answer, but if the training is carried out at sea, means should be provided for suspending or lowering the raft over a deck to provide the opportunity for boarding and handling the release hook. The liferaft should be serviced after the training. 

	On-board instruction, training and training manuals 

	What training should all persons employed or engaged on a sea-going ship, other than passengers, receive before being assigned to shipboard duties? 
	Familiarisation training. Where TPAs are carried, this should include training in donning the TPA while wearing a lifejacket. Crew members allocated an immersion suit should be trained in donning the suit and familiarised with its wearing. 

	What special training must be given to certain personnel in ro-ro passenger ships and other passenger ships? 
	Crew members whose emergency duties include the guidance of passengers, and the searching and closing down of passenger spaces must be trained and instructed in these duties, as per MGN 71 and the MGN containing Part 5 of the Training and Certification Guidance. 

	What special training must be given to crew members allocated specific key tasks for the preparation, launching and handling of lifeboats, rescue boats, liferafts and marine evacuation systems? 
	They should be trained in their specific tasks. This training should also be given to a sufficient number of crew members to provide substitutes for the crew members allocated these key tasks in the muster list. 

	What kind of on-board LSA training does the MCA emphasise strongly as being particularly important? 
	Training in the handling of totally enclosed and partially enclosed motor propelled lifeboats fitted with on-load release gear and in certain cases with self-contained air support and water spray systems. (The emphasis is due to the complexity of the equipment. ) 

	Where on-board training cannot be given in the use of certain items of LSA because of practical considerations, what arrangements should be made? 
	On-board instructions in the use of the equipment must be given at the same time interval as drills. 

	What should your ship's LSA Training Manual contain? 
	Instructions and information on the LSA carried, personal protective equipment and its location, and information and instructions on survival, hazards of exposure, methods of retrieval and emergency repair of LSA. Any part of the information to be included in the Training Manual may be provided in the form of audio-visual aids. 

	Weekly and monthly inspections of LSA 

	When must life-saving appliances be inspected? 
	Weekly and monthly. (1) At weekly intervals, survival craft, rescue boats and launching appliances must be inspected to ensure that they are ready for immediate use; rescue boat and lifeboat engines must be run ahead and astern for a total period of not less than 3 minutes, if safe to do so when out of the water and the ambient temperature is above the minimum required for starting the engine; and the general emergency alarm system must be tested. (2) At monthly intervals all LSA including lifeboat and rescue boat equipment must be inspected, using the check​list provided in the instructions for on-board maintenance. This inspection should include an examination and test of fixed radio installations and searchlights on survival craft, and ensuring that the batteries can be charged from the dynamo when the engine is running; in lifeboats with water spray systems, a test of the system in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, followed by flushing through with fresh water if sea water was used in the test. 

	Records of musters, drills, training and on-board instruction 

	What records must be made of musters, drills, training and on-board instruction? 
	The following must be recorded in the OLB: the date on which any muster, drill or training session is held, the type of drill or training held, and the occasions on which any lifeboat, rescue boat or davit-launched liferaft is lowered or launched. 

	What records must be made where a full muster, drill or training session cannot be held as required by the Regulations? 
	A record must be made in the OLB of the relevant circumstances and the extent of any muster, drill or training session held. 
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	Decision Support System 

	Which ships must have a decision support system? 
	Ships of Class I, II or II(A). 

	What is the decision support system for? 
	Emergency management. 

	Where must the decision support system be provided? 
	On the navigation bridge. 

	What, as a minimum, must the decision support system consist of? 
	A printed emergency plan in English and, if different, in the working language of the crew, in respect of each Class in which the ship operates. 

	What must the emergency plan or plans provided do? 
	The plan must identify all foreseeable emergency situations and for each of these must establish emergency procedures. The plan must also provide decision support to the master for handling any combination of the emergency situations identified. It must have a uniform structure and be clear and easy to understand in accordance with MGN 71. Where applicable the plan must use the actual loading condition as calculated for the ship's voyage stability for damage control purposes. 

	What emergency situations must be identified in the plan or plans? 
	As a minimum: fire, damage to the ship, pollution caused or likely to be caused by the ship, unlawful acts threatening the safety of the ship and the security of its passengers and crew, serious accidents or injuries to the crew or passengers, serious cargo-related accidents, and being required to provide emergency assistance to another ship. Any other foreseeable situations should also be identified. 

	Under what conditions may a ship carry a computer-based decision support system on the bridge or in any other safety control centre? 
	If it (a) provides all the information contained in the emergency plan(s), including the emergency procedures, and any checklists, and (b) is able to present a list of recommended actions to be carried out in any forseeable emergency situation. 

	ILLNESS 

	Master's statutory duties in event of crew illness 

	A seaman falls ill with chickenpox on a voyage. What are your statutory duties as master? 
	Give medical care in accordance with Ship Captain's Medical Guide. Record the illness in the OLB, stating: (1 ) the occurrence of the illness, (2) the treatment given, (3) the progress of the illness; and (4) the disposal of the case (i. e. whether he was cured). Notify the port health authority of a case of infectious disease on board before arrival at the next port of call. Complete a Maritime Declaration of Health if required. 

	What is the legal status of the medical log, where one is kept? 
	Unless all illnesses are also recorded in the Official Log Book, it forms an annex to the OLB, and has the same legal status. 

	HOURS OF WORK and WATCHKEEPING 

	Hours of work regulations 

	The original Hours of Work Regulations were revoked in 1997. Where can you now find regulations governing the hours of work of UK seafarers? 
	In Regulations 6 to 10 of The Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations 1997. 

	What documents must be produced in connection with seafarers' hours? 
	A Schedule of Duties and a Record of Deviations. 

	Broadly, what must the Schedule of Duties set out? 
	The work for masters and seamen whose work includes regular Watchkeeping duties or ship handling, and the chief engineer, chief officer and second engineer officer, so as to provide that they do not work more hours than is safe for the ship or for their own performance of their duties. 

	What must the Schedule of Duties specify? 
	The maximum period of continuous Watchkeeping; the minimum rest period between watches; and the total daily, weekly and monthly hours of work. 

	What minimum periods of rest should be provided f or in the Schedule of Duties? 
	In any 24-hour period there must be a minimum of 10 hours of rest, which may be divided into not more than two periods, one of which must be of at least 6 hours. The minimum rest period of 10 hours may be reduced to not less that 6 consecutive hours on condition that any such reduction will not extend beyond 2 days and not less than 70 hours of rest are provided in each 7-day period. 

	When are exceptions from the minimum rest periods requirements allowed? 
	During any emergency or drill or other 'overriding operational conditions'. 

	What does 'overriding operational conditions' mean? 
	According to IMO, it means, 'where essential shipboard work cannot be delayed for environmental or safety reasons or which cannot reasonably have been anticipated at the start of the voyage'. 
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	According to the Safe Manning, etc. Regulations, when may work or duty periods be exceeded? 
	The master may exceed, and a seaman may be required to exceed, the Schedule's work or duty periods when in the master's opinion it is necessary to meet one of the following conditions: (1 ) an emergency threatening the safety of the ship or the life of any person or threatening damage to the environment; or (2) employment of the ship in the service of the MOD when the ship is operating in direct support of HM Armed Forces, or in direct support of the forces of any foreign power to which the UK is bound by any treaty (e. g. NATO) to provide operational support. 

	What record should be made when a crew member has been required to work during a scheduled rest period? 
	His name must be entered in the Record of Deviations, together with the reason why he worked during his scheduled rest period. 

	What record should be made when you, as master, have worked during your own scheduled rest period? 
	My name must be entered in the Record of Deviations, together with the reason why I worked during my scheduled rest period. 

	You are about to make a 30-hour down​river passage after discharging an 80, 000 tonne oil cargo in Belgium. How would you organise the bridge watches? 
	After the port operations, some crew required for bridge Watchkeeping, for example the mate, as well as myself, would probably need some rest to avoid working in our scheduled rest periods. I would therefore stay alongside, probably on a lay-by berth, until we had had adequate rest. 

	Wouldn't the down-river passage in the last question count as 'overriding operational conditions'? 
	No. That would be an anticipated operation made purely for commercial reasons and not for safety or environmental reasons, so it should not commence until we were properly rested. 

	Give an example of 'overriding operational conditions' in a river passage situation. 
	My ship is making a long upriver passage, for example to Antwerp. According to my calculations made before proceeding, this should not require anyone to work in a scheduled rest period. However, say a problem with the Antwerp lock gates arises when we are nearly there, adding several extra hours to the passage and forcing myself and some of the crew to work more than our scheduled hours. It would probably not be possible to anchor for a rest in these circumstances, and since the delay could not have been 'reasonably anticipated', it would count as 'overriding operational conditions'. 

	Who must maintain a copy of the Schedule of Duties and Record of Deviations? 
	(1)The company; and (2) the master. 

	Should the Schedule of Duties be shown to the crew? 
	Yes. The company must ensure that it is displayed prominently in the crew accommodation for the information of all the seamen. 

	For how long should the company keep their records? 
	5 years from the date of introduction of the Schedule of Duties. When there ceases to be a company in relation to the ship during the 5-year period, the last such company must preserve the records. 

	To whom must the records be made available? 
	An MCA Superintendent, a Proper Officer, an MCA Surveyor of ships, or an MCA Inspector appointed under MSA 1995. 

	Whose hours of work on board are regulated by different regulations from those applying to other people? 
	Young persons. They come under The Merchant Shipping and Fishing Vessels (Health and Safety) (Employment of Young Persons) Regulations 1998. (See separate sub-section in Section E. ) 

	SAFETY OFFICIALS 

	Safety officials regulations 

	Which regulations have revoked and replaced the Safety Officials, Reporting of Accidents and Dangerous Occurrences (SORADO) Regulations, and when did they come into force? 
	The MS and FV (Health and Safety at Work) Regulations 1997 (The HSW Regulations). 

	What official records must be made on a ship concerning the appointment of safety officials? 
	The appointment of every person as (1) the 'competent person providing protective and preventive services', (2) the ship's safety officer, (3) a safety representative, or (4) onto a safety committee, must be 'recorded in writing'. Although the Regulations do not specify that the record should be made in the Official Log Book, (since not all ships covered by the Regulations must have an OLB), on ships that have an OLB, the records should be made in the narrative section. 

	Competent person 

	What are the requirements of the Health and Safety at Work Regulations concerning the appointment of 'competent persons'? 
	One or more 'competent persons must be appointed by the employer ' in order to provide such protective and preventive services as are necessary to enable him to comply with the requirements of these Regulations' - in other words to promote shipboard health and safety. 

	Why would more than one competent person sometimes be necessary? 
	On ships carrying personnel employed by several different employers, each such employer must appoint one or more 'competent persons'. 

	Does an appointed 'competent person' have to work on the ship? 
	Not necessarily. He might be a shore-based Company official, or even an external safety consultant. However, to be competent for the task the 
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	person(s) should have a knowledge of the duties undertaken by those for whom they are responsible, and should ensure that any specific risks encountered as a result of that particular working environment are dealt with appropriately, e. g. by checking that the Company has adequate safety procedures for all on board, and by co-ordinating risk assessments with the Company. 

	What information must the employer provide the competent person with? 
	All relevant information they need to do their job, e. g. a copy of the employer's safety policy, risk assessments, information about the duties of personnel, and any information provided by other employers about risks and safety procedures in shared work-places on board. 

	Safety officer 

	Which ships must have a safety officer? 
	UK ships to which The Health and Safety at Work Regulations apply, i. e. those with more than 5 workers on board. 

	Is a ship's safety officer appointed or elected, and can he refuse to do the job? 
	He is appointed to the post by the Company. He may not refuse to do the job. 

	Must a safety officer attend a safety officer's course before he can be appointed? 
	Although the Regulations do not require this, the Code of Safe Working Practices advises that the SO should have attended 'a suitable Safety Officer's Training Course'. 

	What are the duties of a safety officer? 
	(1 ) To improve the standard of safety consciousness amongst the crew; (2) to ensure that the provisions of the Code of Safe Working Practices and safety instructions, rules and guidance for the ship relating to health and safety are complied with; (3) to investigate, so far as is reasonably practicable, (i) every accident involving death, major or serious injury as defined in The MS (Accident Investigation and Reporting) Regulations, (ii) all potential hazards to health and safety, and (iii) all reasonable complaints by workers about health and safety, and make recommendations to the master to prevent their recurrence or to remove any hazard (provided that the duty to investigate shall not extend to accidents arising from a casualty to the ship); (4) to ensure that health and safety inspections of each accessible part of the ship are carried out at least once every 3 months, and more frequently if there have been substantial changes in the conditions of work; (5) to make representations and, where appropriate, recommendations to the master about any deficiency in the ship in respect of (i) any legislative requirement relating to health and safety, (ii) any relevant M Notice, or (iii) any provision of the Code of Safe Working Practices, and also suggest whether those representations and recommendations should be passed by the master on to the employer or other person who has control of the matter; (6) to maintain a record of every accident involving death, or major or serious injury, and make it available on request to any elected safety representative, to the master and to any person duly authorised by the Secretary of State (e. g. an MAIB inspector or MCA surveyor); (7) to stop any work which he observes in progress and reasonably believes may cause a serious accident, and immediately inform the master or the master's deputy, who shall decide when work can safely be resumed. 

	Are there any occasions when the safety officer does not have to carry out his statutory duties? 
	Yes. He is not required to take any of the above actions at a time when emergency action to safeguard life or the ship is being taken. 

	Can the safety officer order the resumption of any work that he has ordered to be stopped? 
	No; only the master or the master's deputy can order the resumption of the work. (The SO should have immediately informed the master or his deputy when he stopped the work. ) 

	If the 2nd Mate was the appointed safety officer on your ship, should he also be concerned with medical treatment? 
	No. Because the SO investigates all accidents, he should avoid direct involvement with any medical treatment. 

	Following an accident on board, what should the safety officer do? 
	He should try to determine how and why accident the occurred and should assist the master in reporting the accident on an IRF form. The SO should concentrate on establishing the facts of the case and should: (1 ) record the names (and addresses if shore personnel are involved) of all those in the vicinity; (2) note and mark the positions of the injured and details of clothing, equipment and tools likely to have been in use; and (3) take possession of portable items which might be relevant to the investigation. He should make sketches and/or take photographs if possible. His duty to investigate does not extend to accidents arising from a casualty to the ship. 

	When is the safety officer's appointment terminated? 
	As soon as he ceases to be employed in the particular ship, or as soon as the employer terminates his particular appointment as SO. 

	Safety representatives 

	Which ships, if any, must have safety representatives in the crew? 
	There is no statutory requirement for any UK ship to have a safety representative, although it may be a contractual requirement or part of 
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	the company's safety policy. But The HSW Regulations require the master of a ship with more than 5 crew to arrange, if requested, the election of a safety representative if the crew want one. 

	Must the company make any rules about safety representatives? 
	Yes, the Regulations require the Company to make rules for the election and appointment of safety representatives. 

	When should arrangements be made for an election of a safety representative? 
	The Code of Safe Working Practices advises that the master should organise an election within 3 days of being requested by any 2 persons entitled to vote. 

	What are the statutory requirements concerning elections of safety representatives? 
	The candidate receiving the most votes, provided that no safety representative may be appointed who has less than 2 years' consecutive sea service since reaching the age of 18, which in the case of a safety representative on a tanker must include at least 6 months' tanker service. 

	What powers do safety representatives have under the HSW Regulations? 
	They may (1 ) participate, subject to the concurrence of the safety officer, in any of the investigations or inspections carried out by the SO, or (2) after notification to the master or his deputy, undertake similar investigations or inspections themselves, whether or not such investigations or inspections have already been carried out by the safety officer; (3) make representations to the employer on potential hazards and dangerous occurrences at the workplace which affect, or could affect, workers on the ship; (4) make representations to the master and the employer on general matters affecting the health and safety of workers on the ship and, in particular, on such matters as those on which the employer carries out consultation under the Regulations; (5) request the safety officer to carry out any occupational health and safety inspection they consider necessary and report the findings to them. 

	What are the requirements of the Health and Safety at Work Regulations concerning consultation with workers? 
	Every employer is required to consult workers or their elected representatives on health and safety matters, and in particular (1) arrangements for the appointment of a competent person; (2) the findings of a risk assessment; (3) arrangements for health and safety training; and (4) the introduction of new technology. The matters to be discussed might also include the selection of work equipment and/or personal protective equipment, installation of safety signs and follow-up to accidents and other incidents. 

	When does a safety representative's appointment end? 
	On that person ceasing to be employed in the ship, or from the date on which that person resigns from that position or on which another duly elected person is elected in his place. 

	Safety committee 

	In what circumstances must a safety committee be formed? 
	In all ships where a safety representative is elected, the Company must appoint a safety committee. 

	Who must be on a safety committee? 
	The master as chairman, the safety officer and every safety representative. 

	Who else may be on a safety committee? 
	Any competent person appointed under The HSW Regulations to provide protective and preventive services. (See above. ) 

	What powers do safety committees have under the HSW Regulations? 
	They may (1 ) participate, subject to the concurrence of the safety officer, in any of the investigations or inspections carried out by the SO, or (2) after notification to the master or his deputy, undertake similar investigations or inspections themselves, whether or not such investigations or inspections have already been carried out by the safety officer; (3) make representations to the employer on potential hazards and dangerous occurrences at the workplace which affect, or could affect, workers on the ship; (4) make representations to the master and the employer on general matters affecting the health and safety of workers on the ship and, in particular, on such matters as those on which the employer carries out consultation under the Regulations; (5) request the safety officer to carry out any occupational health and safety inspection they consider necessary and report the findings to them. 

	When can a safety committee be disbanded? 
	Only when there is no longer an elected safety representative on board. A safety committee can, however, operate whether or not there is an elected safety representative. 

	Duties of Company and master 

	What are the duties of the Company and the master concerning the work of safety officials appointed under the Regulations? 
	The Company and master must facilitate the work of any person appointed as a 'competent person', safety officer or safety representative in carrying out their health and safety functions, and in particular must provide for use by them a copy of the Code of Safe Working Practices (where appropriate), and access to any necessary information, documents and similar material including relevant legislation and M Notices. They must also provide safety officials with 
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	relevant information about (1 ) findings of risk assessments and measures in place for protection; (2) any other factors affecting the health and safety of those working on the ship; and (3) details of fire-fighting, first aid and other emergency procedures. They must ensure that safety officials have the necessary resources and means to carry out their functions and duties. They must allow safety officials such absence from ship duties without loss of pay as may be necessary to enable them to fulfil their functions, or to undertake any necessary training in health and safety matters. They must receive, at any reasonable time, representations about health and safety from the safety officer, safety representatives or the safety committee, discuss their representations with them and implement any agreed measures as soon as may be reasonable and practicable. 

	What are the requirements of the HSW Regulations concerning accident records where no safety officer is appointed? 
	The Company must maintain a record of every accident involving death, major or serious injury, and every dangerous occurrence and make it available on request to any worker and any person duly authorised by the Secretary of State for Transport, Environment and the Regions (e. g. an MAIB inspector). 

	ACCIDENT REPORTS 

	Accident Reporting and Investigation Regulations                See Section B for questions on MAIB 

	Which regulations govern accident reporting procedures for UK ships and other ships in UK waters? 
	The Accident Reporting and Investigation Regulations. The latest ARI Regulations came into force in October 1999. 

	To what accidents and ships do the 1999 ARI Regulations apply? 
	Accidents involving or occurring on board (1) UK ships and (2) non-UK ships in the UK or in UK territorial waters, except that the regulations on reporting accidents and serious injuries (Reg. 5) and preserving evidence (Reg. 7) do not apply to non-UK ships except when in UK ports or when carrying passengers to or from UK ports. The regulation on reporting accidents and serious injuries (Reg. 5) does not apply to pleasure vessels. 

	What are the main changes in the 1999 ARI Regulations that affect seafarers? 
	There is a new, broader definition of 'accident' which includes some of the events previously called 'dangerous occurrences'. The definitions of 'dangerous occurrence', 'strands' and 'serious casualty' are removed. 'Serious injury' has been re-defined and no longer only applies to people employed or carried in a UK ship. Various regulations have been updated with reference to modern methods of communication, and statutory reporting times have accordingly been reduced. 

	Accidents 

	How do the ARI Regulations define an accident? 
	In three groups of event or occurrence. The first group includes accidents to persons, such as loss of life, major injury, loss of a person, and 'man-overboard' events. The second group includes events involving the ship itself. The third group includes occurrences which might be termed 'dangerous occurrences' (although not defined as such in the Regulations). 

	What is the first group of accidents as defined in the ARI Regulations, i. e. accidents to persons? 
	(1) Loss of life of any person on board; (2) major injury to any person on board; (3) a person is lost from a ship or ship's boat; or (4) a person falls overboard from a ship or ship's boat. 

	What is the second group of accidents as defined in the ARI Regulations, i. e. accidents involving the ship? 
	A ship (1) causes material damage; (2) is lost or presumed to be lost; (3) is abandoned; (4) is materially damaged by fire, explosion, weather or other cause; (5) grounds; (6) is in collision; (7) is disabled; or (8) causes serious harm to the environment. 

	What is the third group of accidents as defined in the ARI Regulations, i. e. the old 'dangerous occurrences'? 
	Any of the following occurrences, taking into account its circumstances, if it might have been liable to cause serious injury or to cause damage to the health of any person: There is (1 ) a collapse or bursting or any pressure vessel, pipeline or valve; (2) a collapse or failure of any lifting equipment, access equipment, hatch-cover, staging or boatswain's chair or any associated load-bearing parts; (3) a collapse of cargo, unintended movement of cargo or ballast sufficient to cause a list, or loss of cargo overboard; (4) a snagging of fishing gear which results in the vessel heeling to a dangerous angle; (5) a contact by a person with loose asbestos fibre except when full protective clothing is worn; or (6) an escape of any harmful substance or agent. 

	'Major injury' is included in the definition of accident in the ARI Regulations. What is the definition of a major injury? 
	(1 ) Any fracture, other than to the fingers, thumbs or toes; (2) any loss of a limb or part of a limb; (3) dislocation of the shoulder, hip, knee or spine; (4) loss of sight (whether temporary or permanent); (5) penetrating injury to the eye; or (6) any other injury leading to hypothermia or unconsciousness, or requiring resuscitation, or requiring admittance to hospital or similar for more than 24 hours or if at sea 
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	requiring confinement to bed for more than 24 hours. 

	According to the ARI Regulations, there is an accident when a ship grounds. How is 'grounds' defined in the Regulations? 
	Making involuntary contact with the ground, except for touching briefly so that no damage is caused. 

	What does 'disabled' mean under the ARI Regulations? 
	Not under command for a period of more than 12 hours, or for any lesser period if, as a result, the vessel needs assistance to reach port. 

	On-board investigation of accidents 

	Apart from sending a report to MAIB, what must you do as master when there is a personal injury on board? 
	Have an on-board investigation made (by the safety officer in the case of a ship with more than 5 crew). 

	Accident reports 

	Under the ARI Regulations, when and how should an accident be reported? 
	The master must send a report to the Chief Inspector of Marine Accidents by the quickest means available and within 24 hours. 

	Under the ARI Regulations, what information is required to be included in an accident report? 
	So far as is practicable and possible, the following: (a) ship's name and IMO, official or fishing vessel number; (b) name and address of owners; (c) name of the master, skipper or other person in charge; (d) date and time of the accident; (e) where from and where bound; (f) latitude and longitude or geographical position in which the accident occurred; (g) part of ship where accident occurred if on board; (h) weather conditions; (i) name and port of registry of any other ship involved; (j) number of people killed or injured, together with their names, addresses and gender; (k) brief details of the accident, including, where known, the sequence of events leading to the accident, extent of damage and whether accident caused pollution or hazard to navigation. 

	Where a ship is lost, presumed lost or abandoned, who should make the report to the MAIB? 
	The owner, the master or a senior surviving officer, as soon as practicable by the quickest means available. In other words, this duty could fall on the chief officer, were he to survive while the master did not. ) 

	As well as direct to the MAIB, to whom could a master make an accident report? 
	Any MCA Marine Office or HM Coast Guard. 

	As well as making a report to MAIB, what must the master ensure in connection with every accident? 
	That, so far as is reasonably practicable, the circumstances of every accident (including a serious injury) are examined. 

	Is the initial report to the MAIB the only one the master will have to make? 
	Not necessarily. In the case of 'serious injuries', the master must send a report (whether requested or not) within 14 days to MAIB. In the case of all other accidents, on the request of the MAIB the master must provide an additional report, giving the findings of the examination of the accident's circumstances and stating any measures taken or proposed to prevent a recurrence. 

	Are there any cases in which the requirement under Reg. 5 to report accidents and serious injuries to the MAIB does not apply? 
	Yes. The requirements of Reg. 5 do not apply to (1 ) an accident when the person killed or injured is a stevedore or shore-based worker and the accident occurs in a UK port, or (2) to an accident which occurs in a UK shipyard. 

	Reports of accidents to shore-based workers and accidents in UK shipyards 

	In the case of accidents occurring in UK ports to stevedores or shore-based workers, or accidents occurring in UK shipyards, who is the appropriate body to report to? 
	The Health and Safety Executive (HSE). 

	Whilst in drydock in Falmouth, a shipyard worker slips on a patch of oil on the deck of your ship and falls, breaking his leg. Who should report this incident, and to whom? 
	The worker's employer should report it to the Health and Safety Executive. It would not be necessary for me, as master, to report to the MAIB. 

	Preservation of evidence following accidents 

	What must the master do with respect to evidence following an accident? 
	So far as is practicable, he must ensure that all charts, log books, voyage data and other records, electronic and magnetic recording and video tapes and all documents which might reasonably be considered pertinent to the accident are kept and that no alteration is made to recordings or entries in them. He must also ensure that any equipment which might reasonably be considered pertinent to the investigation of the accident is so far as practicable left undisturbed. 

	For how long must the master ensure that pertinent evidence (e. g. a chart) or equipment remains undisturbed after an accident? 
	Until (a) notification is received from the MAIB that no investigation is to take place, or (b) unless notified of a decision to investigate, for 28 days after receipt by the MAIB of the accident report, or (c) until the Chief Inspector of Accidents or the inspector carrying out the investigation indicates that he no longer requires them. 

	Reporting of serious injuries 

	What is a 'serious injury'? 
	Any injury, other than a major injury, to a person employed or carried in a ship which occurs on board or during access which results in 
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	incapacity for more than 3 consecutive days excluding the day of the accident, or as a result of which the person concerned is put ashore and the ship sails without that person, unless the incapacity is known or advised to be of 3 consecutive days or less, excluding the day of the accident. 

	What is the reason for distinguishing between 'major' and 'serious' injuries? 
	To avoid setting a requirement for urgent reporting when it is not really needed. A serious injury does not have to be reported as quickly as a major injury. 

	When and how should a serious injury be reported? 
	Within 14 days of its happening, or, if the ship is at sea, within 14 days of the next arrival in port. Provided it can be completed within 14 days, a report of the on-board investigation on form IRF is sufficient. If this cannot be completed in 14 days, a brief report within 14 days is required with an estimated date for provision of the full report. 

	What is an IRF, and when should it be used? 
	An Incident Report Form, the official form for amplifying an initial report to the MAIB of an accident or serious injury. In the case of a serious injury the IRF must be sent within 14 days. It may also be used for reporting a hazardous incident, although such a report is not required by law. 

	Reporting of hazardous incidents 

	What kind of incidents are not required by the Regulations to be reported to MAIB? 
	Hazardous incidents. 

	What is a 'hazardous incident' defined as? 
	Any event, other than an accident, associated with the operation of a ship which involves circumstances indicating that an accident nearly occurred. 

	What examples can you give of events that would be regarded by MAIB as 'hazardous incidents'? 
	(1) Navigational or engineering incidents causing hazard; (2) failure of procedures in shipboard operations; (3) material defects; (4) fatigue; and (5) human failures. 

	What is the MAIB's advice on the reporting of hazardous incidents? 
	Although there is no requirement to report hazardous incidents, owners, masters, skippers and others are strongly urged to report them voluntarily, since useful lessons can be learned. The critical question in deciding whether or not to report an incident is whether it had the potential to lead to an accident. The report may be on an IRF or in narrative form. 

	What example can you give of a hazardous incident that may be worth reporting? 
	A temporary steering failure in mid-ocean where there is no threat to safety. In a different location, e. g. a crowded fairway, the same incident may have led to an accident. 

	CONDUCT and DISCIPLINE 

	Code of Conduct for the Merchant Navy 

	When is observance of the Code of Conduct for the Merchant Navy part of a seaman's contractual terms and conditions? 
	When he has signed a BSF Crew Agreement; this incorporates the MN Code of Conduct by reference. The MN Code of Conduct may also be used under an NFD Crew Agreement if the Code is incorporated into the agreement by reference. This requires the insertion of an additional clause to this effect, approved by the MCA. 

	Discipline where MN Code of Conduct does not apply 

	How can discipline be maintained when the MN Code of Conduct is not incorporated into the terms of the Crew Agreement, e. g. an NFD agreement? 
	Another code of conduct, or company disciplinary rules, approved by the MCA, may be incorporated by reference into the agreement. (An additional clause to this effect is required. ) Each person signing the agreement should be given access to any code or rules so used. 

	'Serious' or 'dismissal' (Paragraph 9) breaches 

	What are the most serious acts of misconduct under the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct? 
	The Paragraph 9 offences, or 'dismissal' offences. These are: (1) assault; (2) wilful damage to the ship or any property on board; (3) theft, or possession of stolen property; (4) possession of offensive weapons; (5) persistent or wilful failure to perform duty; (6) unlawful possession or distribution of drugs; (7) conduct endangering the ship or persons on board; (8) combination with others to impede the progress of the voyage or the navigation of the ship; (9) disobedience of orders relating to the safety of the ship or of any person on board; (10) being asleep on duty or failing to remain on duty if this prejudiced the safety of the ship or any person on board; (11) incapacity through drink or drugs to carry out duty to the prejudice of safety of the ship or of any person on board; (12) to smoke, use a naked light or unapproved electric torch in any part of a ship carrying dangerous cargo or stores where smoking or the use of naked lights or unapproved torches is prohibited; (13) intimidation, coercion and/or interference with the work of other employees; (14) behaviour seriously detracting from the safe and/or efficient working of the ship; (15) conduct of a sexual nature, or other conduct based on sex affecting the dignity of women and men at work which is unwanted, unreasonable and offensive to the recipient; (16) behaviour seriously 
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	detracting from the social well-being of any other person on board; (17) causing or allowing unauthorised persons to be on board whilst at sea; (18) repeated commissions of lesser breaches listed in Paragraph 11 after warnings have been given in accordance with the procedures in Paragraph 10. 

	'Lesser' (Paragraph 11) breaches 

	What are the lesser' acts of misconduct under Paragraph 11 of the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct? 
	(1) Paragraph 9 breaches, but not justifying dismissal in the particular case; (2) minor acts of negligence, neglect of duty, disobedience and assault; (3) unsatisfactory work performance; (4) poor time keeping; (5) stopping work before the authorised time; (6) failure to report to work without satisfactory reason; (7) absence from the place of duty or from the ship without leave; (8) offensive or disorderly behaviour. Some companies add breaches related to special trading patterns, etc. 

	Can a company add other offences to those in Paragraphs 9 and 11? 
	Yes, but any added clauses must be agreed with seafarers' trades unions and approved by the MCA, and reference would have to be made to their addition in the Crew Agreement. 

	Dealing with breaches 

	How should a 'lesser' (Paragraph 11) breach of the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct be dealt with? 
	(1) By an informal warning administered at an appropriate level lower than that of master (e. g. a petty officer or a junior officer). If the PO or officer is satisfied that no further action is called for, or that the breach, although proved, calls only for an informal warning, he should give such a warning and the matter should be regarded as closed. No formal records should be kept. If the master is informed, the matter should not be recorded in the OLB. (2) Alternatively by a formal warning by the Head of Department (HoD) (e. g. the mate or chief engineer), recorded on a company disciplinary document if desired, but not in the OLB. Where a breach is more serious (but not listed under Para. 9), or is a repetition of a lesser breach, a Head of Department's formal warning should be given and, if required, recorded on a company' disciplinary document, but not in the OLB. (3) Alternatively the matter may be referred to the master, in which case it must be recorded in the OLB. The master could give a formal warning or a written reprimand. 

	When a seafarer receives a formal warning from his Head of Department or the master, what should he be advised of? 
	The likely consequences of a further breach. 

	How would you, as master, deal with an alleged serious (Paragraph 9) breach of the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct that was referred to you? 
	(1) I would deal with it as soon as possible, and in person. (2) I would first convene a formal hearing in my office, with accuser and accused present. (3) I would tell the seafarer that he may be accompanied by a friend who can advise him and speak on his behalf (like a solicitor or counsel in court), and that he (or his friend) may call any witnesses he chooses and question them on their evidence. (4) When ready to start, I would inform the seafarer of the alleged breach (referring to the particular paragraph and sub-paragraph of the MN Code of Conduct) and ask him if he admits or denies the allegation. (If he admitted it, there would be no need for any evidence to be called, except in mitigation, or for cross-examination. ) (5) I would tell the seafarer he may make any statement he wishes in answer to the alleged breach, including comments on evidence produced against him. (6) I would hear all the evidence (against and in defence of the seafarer) and any cross-examination of the evidence. (7) Then, after considering the evidence, I would orally inform the seafarer whether or not I found that he had committed the alleged breach. (8) If I did so find, I would impose a sanction which I considered reasonable in all the circumstances, taking into account his record on the ship and any other relevant factors. (9) I would record all statements (e. g. responses to questions and evidence heard) in the Official Log Book. 

	What sanctions may you, as master, impose under the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct, if you find a seafarer guilty of a Paragraph 9 (serious) breach of the Code? 
	(1 ) A formal (oral) warning recorded in the OLB; (2) a written reprimand, also recorded in the OLB; or (3) dismissal from the ship, either immediately (if in a UK or overseas port), or at the next port. 

	In what circumstances could you arrange for the dismissal of a seafarer and his repatriation to the UK from an overseas port of call? 
	If I found (after a properly conducted hearing) that he had breached Paragraph 9 of the MN Code of Conduct and I decided that his continued presence on board would be detrimental to the efficient and safe running of the ship or to the maintenance of harmonious personal relations on board. 

	If you dismissed a seafarer and repatriated him to the UK from an overseas port, how could you help the employer recover some of the repatriation costs? 
	If the Crew Agreement was a BSF Agreement, or an additional clause had been inserted in an NFD agreement allowing it, I could deduct a sum from the man's wages equal to the actual cost of his repatriation, or one week's pay, whichever was the lower sum. 
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	Importance of correct disciplinary procedure 

	What precautions would you take when holding a hearing of a disciplinary case, to protect the employer's legal position? 
	I would ensure, especially where dismissal was my chosen sanction, that the hearing was conducted exactly as laid down in the MN Code of Conduct, i. e. in accordance with the principles of natural justice. I would ensure that I made a formally-announced finding that the seafarer had committed a serious breach of the Code listed in Paragraph 9 and that the man was given copies of all the statements made in the OLB, and that he signed acknowledging receipt of them. 

	Why is it so important to follow the procedures laid down in the Merchant Navy Code of Conduct? 
	Because failure to do so could allow a dismissed seafarer to convince an Industrial Tribunal that he had been unfairly dismissed. 

	What would you write in the Official Log Book concerning a disciplinary case? 
	Full details of the alleged breach and the action taken by me in response to it. 

	What document(s) should an accused seafarer be given? 
	A copy of every OLB entry relating to his case. 

	What should an accused seafarer be asked to do when he is given a copy of OLB entries? 
	Acknowledge receipt by signing another OLB entry made by me. 

	What would you do if an accused seafarer told you to 'get stuffed' when you asked him to sign in acknowledgement for OLB entries about his case? 
	Make a further appropriate entry to that effect. I would sign it and have it witnessed by another person present at the time. 

	Post-dismissal procedure ashore 

	If you dismiss a seafarer from your ship, what should happen ashore afterwards? 
	The company (or employer) should, within 5 working days of his dismissal if in the UK, or within 5 working days of his arrival in the UK if dismissed abroad, convene a hearing ashore to review the circumstances of the dismissal and decide whether it should be confirmed or (in the case of a permanent employee) whether the contract of employment should be terminated. If requested by the seafarer, an official of his union or a fellow employee should be invited to be present at the hearing. The seafarer should be advised in writing of the outcome of the hearing. 

	What should happen after a seafarer's dismissal is confirmed by a shore hearing or his contract is terminated? 
	The seafarer should be advised of the time limits within which any appeal against the dismissal should be lodged (normally this is 14 days). 

	To whom is an appeal against dismissal made? 
	A higher level of authority within the company. 

	Are shore procedures following dismissal always the same? 
	Not necessarily. They may be amended in accordance with local circumstances if agreed to by the company and the seafarer's union. 

	Which Act of Parliament allows a dismissed seafarer to bring a claim for unfair dismissal before an industrial tribunal? 
	The Employment Protection (Consolidation) Act 1978, as amended. 

	Are all UK seafarers covered by the Act referred to in the last answer? 
	No. If the seafarer's employment is not 'wholly in Great Britain' (i. e. sailing from/to British ports) the seafarer will probably not be protected by it. 

	Drunkenness on board 

	What action would you take if a seaman, who appeared to be drunk, complained to you about the food at 2100, while you were watching a video? 
	Ensure the safety of ship, personnel and the seaman himself, if necessary. Find out when he is next on watch (at 2400?). Sober him up - until then he's a potential liability to others. Discipline him when he's sober, if necessary. His complaint may be genuine, but I have no legal duty to investigate unless there are 3 or more complainants. Make OLB entry re- complaint if acting on it, and investigate, writing details in OLB. 

	What action would you take regarding a seaman who was drunk onboard while on duty? 
	Ensure the safety of the ship, personnel and the seaman himself. Remove him from duty and substitute another. Sober him up. Discipline him in accordance with the MN Code of Conduct, if applicable. (Was he drunk enough to jeopardise safety of ship and personnel?) The offence may justify dismissal. 

	What action would you take regarding a seaman who was drunk onboard while off duty? 
	Ensure safety of the ship, personnel and the seaman himself. If no threat to safety, take no action beyond an informal caution unless company's, charterer's or ship's rules prohibit alcohol. Perhaps give a D&A test before he starts work again. 

	Why should a seaman not be drunk when off duty? Why caution the man in the above case? 
	Every person on the muster list should be able to perform his or her emergency duties at any time, whether at sea or in port. 

	Deductions from wages for breaches of MN Code of Conduct 

	Can you, as master, impose any fines on crew members? 
	No; fines were abolished in the UK Merchant Navy in the 1970s. Specified deductions from wages may be made in certain circumstances, however. 
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	What deductions from a seaman's wages may you make in connection with his dismissal or indiscipline? 
	A deduction may be made in three cases. (1) Where a seafarer employed under an MCA-approved crew agreement incorporating the MN Code of Conduct is dismissed from the ship for a Paragraph 9 breach, a deduction may be made of the actual cost of his repatriation to the UK, or one week's wages, whichever is least. (2) A maximum deduction of £100 may be made for any expense or financial loss suffered by the employer because of the seaman's absence without leave. (3) A maximum deduction of £300 may be made for any expense or financial loss where the cause was a breach of the crew agreement other than absence without leave. 

	The deduction for expense or loss caused to the employer by absence a seaman's without leave used to be £300. Why was it reduced to £100? 
	It was reduced in 1999 to bring the maximum deductions in The Seamen's Wages and Accounts Regulations into line with the limits set in the Merchant Shipping Act 1995. It is explained in MGN 136. 

	In what circumstances could a seaman, from whose wages you intended to make a deduction on account of his absence without leave, avoid the deduction? 
	If he satisfied me that his absence was due to an accident, a mistake, or some other cause beyond his control and that he took all reasonable precautions to avoid being absent. 

	INDUSTRIAL ACTION BY CREW 

	What would you tell your ratings, who are RMT members, if they threaten to go on strike whilst alongside in Rotterdam in support of RMT railwaymen who are striking in the UK? 
	They would be in breach of Section 42 of Merchant Shipping Act 1970. They may not only be prosecuted, but also sued by the employer for damages for any loss caused. They may give 48 hours' notice of their intention to strike only in a UK port where the ship is moored in a safe berth. The master must not take the ship to sea during that 48 hours. 

	DEATHS 

	Master's actions following seaman's death 

	A seaman dies after being struck on the head by a derrick heel block that he was removing for inspection. What action would you take as master? 
	I would: (1 ) obtain witness statements at time of the death or as. a. p. thereafter, and make these available to any Superintendent or Proper Officer who later boards in connection with a Section 271 Inquiry; (2) have the cause of death established and certified, if possible, by a doctor, if available; (3) inform the owners/managers; (4) inform the deceased's next-of-kin a. s. a. p. but in any case within 3 days - this will probably be done by owners, but I would check; (5) inform the agent at the next port - he will probably have to inform various local officials, e. g. port health, customs and police; (6) inform the P&l club's correspondent at the next port; (7) have the safety officer investigate, report and make an entry in the accident book; (8) on receipt of the safety officer's report, inform MAIB (by fax, telex, satcoms, etc. ), following up my initial report with a completed IRF form and narrative report, and inserting a copy of this in the OLB; (9) make a Return of Death on Form RBD/1 and send a. s. a. p. to a Marine Office Superintendent in the UK or a Proper Officer abroad (I would call RSS Cardiff if in doubt as to the procedure); (10) make appropriate discharge entries in the grey spaces of the List of Crew (ALC1(a) or (b) and have them witnessed; (11) preserve the body, if possible, for landing ashore, but if impossible, perform a burial at sea in compliance with the Ship Captain's Medical Guide, but only after advising the Proper Officer at the next port; (12) check the Safe Manning Document and ascertain whether a replacement is required - if so, I would contact the owners or agent at the next port. (13) If no Section 271 Inquiry was held at the next port where there was a Superintendent or Proper Officer, I would make an OLB entry to that effect. 

	Why is it important to send the RBD/1 a. s. a. p. ? 
	Because until the death is registered (which can only be done on receipt of the RBD/1 ), a Certificate of Death cannot be issued by the RSS and the relatives of the deceased cannot make an insurance claim or wind up his estate, etc. 

	Inquiries following deaths 

	In what circumstances would a UK coroner have jurisdiction to hold an inquest, following a death on a ship or loss of someone from a ship? 
	When the person's death or loss occurred inside the 12-mile limit extending from the coroner's area ashore. 

	If a death or loss overboard from a UK ship occurs outside the 12-mile limit, who will have jurisdiction to hold the inquiry? 
	A senior Superintendent in the UK, or a Proper Officer abroad. 

	Deceased seaman 's property and wages 

	What would you do with a deceased seaman's gear?
	I would detail two officers to tally and pack his gear ready for returning to the next of-kin via the agent at the next suitable port. I would insert
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	one copy of tally in the luggage and one in the OLB (as an Annex). Customs may want to check the gear before landing. 

	What would you do with a deceased seaman's wages if he had been paid from the ship? 
	I would make up his overtime, etc. and wages, and draw up an Account of Seaman's Wages (ASW/2) in accordance with The Seamen's Wages and Accounts Regulations. \ would have the account sent to a Superintendent or Proper Officer, and send the wages to the next-of-kin. 

	RELIEF, MAINTENANCE and REPATRIATION 

	Employer's obligations to make provision 

	What obligations does the law impose on the employers of a seaman left behind outside the UK? 
	The seaman's last employer must make provision for his return, and for his relief and maintenance until his return, and such other provisions as may be required by the DETR. 

	What is the position where you have a non-UK crew who signed on abroad, and you have to leave a seaman behind in a UK port? 
	The employer's obligations as above apply also in the case of a seaman left behind in the UK who became employed under an agreement entered into outside the UK 

	Do the employer's obligations apply also where the master is ten behind? 
	Yes. 

	Do the employer's obligations apply in the case of seamen ten behind when a UK ship is sold out of the flag? 
	Yes, whether or not at the time they are left behind the ship is still a UK ship. The obligations are imposed on the persons who last employed the seaman (since at the time of leaving behind, there may not legally be any employer). 

	A British seaman is discharged to hospital in a non-UK port. Does the employer's obligation for relief and maintenance continue if the seaman dies before he can be returned? 
	Yes. The employer's obligations include payment of expenses of the burial or cremation of a seaman who dies before he can be returned. 

	A seaman from your ship has been discharged to hospital in a foreign port. For how long will the employer's obligation for relief and maintenance continue? 
	Until he is repatriated. If the obligation to provide relief and maintenance arises within 3 months of leaving the seaman behind, it continues after that period has elapsed. 

	A seaman from your ship has apparently gone absent without leave in a foreign port. If he eventually turns up at the agent's office safe and sound and asks for repatriation, will the employer still be under an obligation to provide for relief, maintenance and repatriation? 
	Yes, if the man turns up within 3 months from the time he was left behind. Where a person left behind outside the UK remains there beyond 3 months, the persons who last employed him as a seaman will not be liable to make provision for his return, or any other matter, after 3 months has elapsed. 

	Procedure when leaving seamen behind abroad 

	To comply with UK employment law, what advice should be given to a seaman who is being signed off abroad? 
	Clear advice as to arrangements made for his maintenance, repatriation and payment after discharge, if necessary after consultation with the employer. 

	A seaman who witnessed an explosion is suffering from traumatic shock and requires repatriation to the UK. What arrangements would you make? 
	I would make relief and travel arrangements with the owners and agent. Local immigration and other regulations may require certain forms or formalities to be completed. Discharge documentation should be completed, whether the seaman is on board or not. Two officers should list the seaman's personal effects. At least two copies of the list should be made. One of them should be annexed to the OLB and another should be sent with the seaman's gear. The seaman's wages and overtime, if paid from the ship, should be made up and an ASW/2 form completed. Otherwise the employer should be notified of overtime payments owing, etc. If the seaman's gear is not landed with him, it should be returned via the agent to the seaman's home address. 

	If you are leaving a seaman behind in a foreign port, what information must you give to the local Proper Officer? 
	Provision must be made (via the agent) to ensure that, within 48 hours after leaving the seaman behind, or a. s. a. p. thereafter, the nearest Superintendent or Proper Officer is informed of: the seaman's name; his home address (as stated in the List of Crew); the name and address of his next-of-kin (as in the List of Crew); ship's name; the date on which he was left behind; the place where he was left behind and, if known, his present whereabouts; the reason for his being left behind; and the name and address of his employer and the employer's agent, if any, at or nearest to the place where he was left behind. 

	What entries would you make in the Official Log Book concerning a seaman left behind? 
	(1) An entry recording any provision made on the employer's behalf to ensure that the Proper Officer has been informed of the seaman's leaving behind; and (2) an entry recording the date and place of leaving the seaman behind and the reason for leaving him behind. 
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	Property and wages of seamen left behind be 

	Under what circumstances can you sell or destroy a seaman's gear after he has been left behind? 
	I can, at any time, sell any part of the property if of a perishable or deteriorating nature (the proceeds of sale then forming part of the property); and destroy or otherwise dispose of any part which, in my opinion, endangers or is likely to endanger the health or safety of any person on board. A description must be entered in the OLB of each article sold and the sum received, and of each article destroyed or disposed of, with the name of any person to whom disposal was made. 

	You have discharged a seaman to a hospital abroad, where he is expected to be for 3 days. His gear is still on board. What are the rules about its delivery to him? 
	I must, when directed by the employer, have the seaman's property delivered to the employer at an address in the country to which the seaman is to be returned. The employer must deliver the property to the seaman at his last known address. Costs are to be borne by the person to whom the property was delivered. If the seaman requests, I must have the property delivered at an address named by him, and the costs are to be borne by the seaman. I must, when delivering property, include a record of the property delivered. If any property has been sold, the record must include a description of each article sold and the sum received, and if any property has been destroyed or disposed of, a description of each affected article. The seaman's discharge book should be returned with his property. 

	Although your salary and the officers' salaries are paid into your bank accounts, your ratings are paid cash in hand on board. Where a seaman is left behind abroad, what are the rules about payment of wages due to him? 
	Unless a seaman left behind was discharged in the normal way and received his wages on his discharge, any wages due under the Crew Agreement must be paid by the employer, or by the master on the employer's behalf, within 28 days of the seaman's arrival at his place of return. An Account of Wages (ASW) must be delivered at the same time. 

	One of your seamen has 'gone adrift' in Bangkok, but has left a considerable amount of his wages on board. What are the rules about payment of his wages? 
	When the employer's obligation to return the seaman ceases (i. e. after the end of 3 months), the wages must be paid within 28 days of the obligation ceasing. If the employer does not know the seaman's whereabouts, an Account of Wages and a notice that the wages may be obtained on application to the employer must be sent to the seaman's last known address. The master must keep all records of expenses incurred in leaving the seaman behind. If the master is authorised to make a deduction from wages (e. g. because the seaman is AWOL), the employer must render an account of all expenses and sums to the seaman or his next-of-kin, as appropriate, when paying the wages. 

	COMPLAINTS BY CREW  

	What matters may seamen complain about that are specially provided for in merchant shipping legislation? 
	Provisions and water supplies. A seaman's right under MSA 1970 to complain about the master, any other seamen employed in the ship, or conditions on board, was removed with the revocation of s. 23 of the Act. 

	Under what conditions do seamen in a UK ship have a statutory right to complain to the master, and what is the master required to do about any rightful complaint? 
	If three or more seamen in a UK ship consider that the provisions or water supplied are not in accordance with regulations (because of bad quality, unfitness for use or deficiency in quantity), they may complain to the master. The master must investigate the complaint. 

	If seamen making a rightful complaint are dissatisfied with the master's action or inaction in response to it, what may they do? 
	The seamen may take their complaint to a Proper Officer. 
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Section F: The Ship's Employment
	PARTIES INVOLVED IN SEA TRANSPORTATION 

	Seller and buyer (exporter and importer) 

	In simple terms, how does a letter of credit operate? 
	(1 ) The seller and buyer agree in their sales contract that payment will be made using a letter of credit. (2) The buyer instructs his bank to open a credit in favour of the seller, and that bank sends the letter of credit to the seller's nominated bank. (3) The seller ships the goods, obtains the documents required by the letter of credit and presents them to his bank, which checks the documents for compliance with the letter of credit before making payment. (4) The documents are passed to the buyer's bank (in return for payment), which debits the buyer's account before passing the documents to him. 

	What documents are typically required to be obtained by the seller under the terms of a letter of credit? 
	(1 ) A set of original, clean, on-board bills of lading made out 'to order'; (2) a commercial invoice; and (3) a certificate of insurance. Other special documents, such as a certificate of origin, may be specified in the letter of credit. 

	What security does a bank involved in a letter of credit transaction have in return for the sum advanced? 
	It has possession of the documents giving title to the goods (i. e. the 'order' bills of lading), and thus has constructive possession of the goods. Should the buyer not be able to pay or take delivery of the goods for some reason, the bank will be in a position to sell the goods. If the goods are damaged, the bank can claim on the insurance certificate, which it will have. 

	INCOTERMS 

	What are INCOTERMS? 
	A set of uniform rules which codify the interpretation of trade terms defining the obligations and rights of the seller and buyer in an international sale of goods transaction, i. e. who pays for what, and who is responsible for what. INCOTERMS enable an otherwise complex basis for a sale contract to be accomplished in three letters. 

	How many INCOTERMS are there? 
	Thirteen, but some of them are not appropriate for use in contracts involving sea carriage. 

	Which INCOTERMS are appropriate for use in contracts involving sea carriage? 
	FCA, FAS, FOB, CFR, CIF and CPT. 

	What does FCA stand for? 
	Free Carrier (named place). 

	What does FAS stand for? 
	Free Alongside Ship (named port of loading). 

	What does FOB stand for? 
	Free On Board (named port of loading). 

	What does CFR stand for? 
	Cost and Freight (named port of discharge). 

	What does CIF stand for? 
	Cost, Insurance and Freight (named port of discharge). 

	What does CPT stand for? 
	Carriage Paid To (named destination). 

	Which are the two most important INCOTERMS in sea transport? 
	FOB and CIF. 

	FOB 

	What are the main responsibilities of the seller when goods are sold 'FOB Liverpool'? 
	The seller must bear all costs and risks until the goods have passed the ship's rail at the loading port (Liverpool). He must obtain a bill of lading and any other necessary documents and send them to the buyer. 

	What are the main responsibilities of the buyer when goods are sold 'FOB Liverpool'? 
	The buyer must charter a ship or reserve the necessary space on a ship and give the seller details of the ship, the loading berth and loading dates. The buyer must bear all costs and risks after the goods pass the ship's rail at the loading port (Liverpool). He must pay the seller's expenses for obtaining the documentation. 

	What is the main benefit to the buyer when he buys on an FOB basis? 
	He can sell the goods once he has received the documents (which he should soon after loading). The goods may therefore be sold while on the voyage, which may be essential in the case of oil, grain and other bulk commodities traded on international markets. 

	CIF 

	What are the main responsibilities of the seller and buyer when goods are sold on a CIF basis? 
	The seller must pay the costs and freight necessary to bring the goods to the named destination, but the risk of loss of or damage to the goods, and of any cost increases, is transferred from the seller to the buyer when the goods pass the ship's rail at the loading port. The seller must also, on behalf of the buyer, obtain insurance cover for the carriage. 

	What are the main responsibilities of the seller and buyer when goods are sold 'CIF Kobe'? 
	The seller must pay the costs of the goods and the insurance and freight to Kobe. The buyer must pay all costs, including duty, after delivery on board the ship at Kobe. 

	What is the main benefit of a CIF contract? 
	CIF allows the sale of the goods by the sale of the documents, and is therefore the preferred trade term where the documentary credit system is used. The banks involved can obtain security for their credit advance by holding the documents that represent the goods. 
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	Letter of Credit 

	What is a Letter of Credit? 
	An undertaking issued by a bank, on behalf of the buyer (importer), to the seller (exporter), to pay for goods and/or services, provided that the seller presents documents which comply fully with the terms and conditions of the Letter of Credit. It may also be called a documentary credit. 

	What is the purpose of a Letter of Credit? 
	To enable the seller to receive payment for the goods soon after shipment. The LOC contains the conditions under which payment may be made and to which the banks involved must adhere. 

	In simple terms, how does a Letter of Credit operate? 
	The seller and buyer agree in their sale contract that payment will be made using a Letter of Credit (LOC). The buyer instructs his bank to open a Credit in favour of the seller, and that bank sends the LOC to the seller's nominated bank. The seller ships the goods, obtains the documents required by the LOC and presents them to his bank, which checks the documents for compliance with the LOC before making payment The documents are passed to the buyer's bank (in return for payment), which debits the buyer's account before passing the documents to him. 

	What documents are typically required to be obtained by the seller under the terms of a Letter of Credit? 
	(1 ) A set of original, clean, on-board bills of lading made out 'to order'; (2) a commercial invoice; and (3) a certificate of insurance. 

	What security does a bank involved in a Letter of Credit transaction have in return for the sum advanced? 
	It has possession of the documents giving title to the goods (i. e. the 'order' bills of lading), and thus has constructive possession of the goods. Should the buyer not be able to pay or take delivery of the goods for some reason, the bank will be in a position to sell the goods. If the goods are damaged, the bank can claim on the insurance certificate, which it will have. 

	Shipper 

	What is a shipper? 
	A company or person who contracts with a carrier for the carriage of goods by sea. In shipping documents the shipper may be called 'the merchant'. 

	Is the shipper always the seller or exporter of the goods? 
	No. Many sellers and exporters employ an agent (e. g. a freight forwarder) to arrange for the shipment, and in that case the freight forwarder may legally be the shipper in the contractual relationship with the carrier. The shipper may be thought of as the party from whom goods are received by the carrier on board the vessel, i. e. the party actually shipping them. 

	Freight forwarder 

	What is a freight forwarder? 
	A party who arranges the export or import of another party's goods (by sea, air, rail or road). Where he is arranging the export of goods he acts as the shipper's agent. For imports he may be the consignee's agent. In his contractual relationship with the carrier he may legally be a shipper. 

	By what other name are freight forwarders sometimes known? 
	Shipping and forwarding agents. 

	In which trades are freight forwarders employed: liner, dry bulk or tanker? 
	In the liner trades (i. e. container, ro-ro and general cargo). 

	What services can freight forwarders usually provide for exporters? 
	They can (1) give expert advice on routeing (cheapest, quickest, safest); (2) arrange carriage with a carrier (i. e. booking space, paying freight, etc. ); (3) prepare or assist in preparation of shipping documents; (4) make customs entry (clearance) of goods; (5) arrange packaging and warehousing of goods before shipment; (6) arrange goods transit insurance; (7) arrange groupage or consolidation (e. g. in an LCL container) with other shippers' goods destined for the same place. Most forwarders can usually carry out any or all of these functions as required by the shipper. 

	What is groupage or consolidation? 
	The grouping in one cargo unit (e. g. an LCL container) of the goods of two or more shippers, where all the shipments are destined for the same place in the import country, e. g. an inland container depot. A groupage container is known as an LCL container. Groupage is cheaper for the shipper, since LCL freight rates are lower than FCL rates. Many freight forwarders and carriers offer both LCL and FCL services for shippers. 

	Where is groupage or consolidation carried out, and who is it done by? 
	Usually at a container freight station or inland container depot, by a freight forwarder offering this service. 

	What happens to groupage cargo at its destination? 
	The individual shipments of goods in the LCL unit are de-consolidated and dispersed to their various consignees (or receivers). 

	What is an LCL shipment? 
	A 'less than container load', i. e. a shipment which would not fill a container and could therefore be grouped or consolidated in one cargo unit with other goods destined for the same place in the import country. 
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	What is an FCL shipment? 
	A full container load, which would not need groupage or consolidation. An FCL shipment, e. g. a container-load of Scotch whisky, might be loaded into the container or trailer at the shipper's premises. 

	Consignee 

	What is a consignee? 
	The party to whom goods are consigned, i. e. sent, by a shipper. The consignee is the importer, but may employ a freight forwarder to look after the import formalities. If the goods arrive damaged, the consignee is usually the party who makes a claim (either against the carrier or on a cargo insurance policy). 

	Receiver 

	In a cargo shipping context, who is the receiver? 
	The party who takes delivery of the goods from the carrier at the destination port or terminal. This may be the consignee, or another party (e. g. a haulier) acting on his behalf. 

	Notify party 

	In a cargo shipping context, who is the notify party? 
	The party who the carrier is instructed (by the shipper) to notify when the goods have arrived at their destination, so that collection can be arranged. The notify party's name and address usually appears on the bill of lading or sea waybill. 

	Cargo insurers 

	How can cargo insurance be arranged by a shipper? 
	(1 ) Direct from an insurance company; (2) from company underwriters at the Institute of London Underwriters (ILU); (3) from Lloyd's underwriters; or (4) through a freight forwarder, in each case usually through a broker. Some liner carriers, such as P&O Nedlloyd, offer transit insurance as part of a package of services. 

	Shipbrokers 

	What are the chief markets in which Shipbrokers operate? 
	The dry cargo market and the tanker market. In both markets there is a voyage charter (or 'spot') market and a time charter market. 

	What are the functions of Shipbrokers in the dry cargo and tanker markets? 
	To find employment for ships, and to find suitable sea transport for the carriage of a cargo. 

	What are the various types of broker? 
	Owners' brokers, charterers' brokers, tanker brokers, coasting brokers, heavy lift brokers, sale and purchase brokers and various other brokers in sub-markets. Many ships' agents are Shipbrokers. 

	How are Shipbrokers paid for their services? 
	They earn commission, called brokerage, normally at an industry standard rate of 1. 25% of the gross freight or hire rate negotiated for each broker involved in the negotiations of a 'fixture'. 

	What is the Shipbrokers' professional body? 
	The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, which is based in London. Ships' officers may sit IGS examinations and gain Membership. 

	What is the Baltic Exchange, and where is it? 
	The world's chief shipbroking market, situated in the City of London. 

	How has the role of the Baltic Exchange changed in modern times? 
	Although some trading is still done face-to-face between member brokers on The Floor' of the Exchange, most communications between Shipbrokers involved in a fixture are now made by electronic means, since the brokers may be in two or more countries. The Baltic is in effect a communications 'hub' and a key source of market information. Most London brokers and many overseas brokers are members of the Baltic Exchange. 

	Charterer 

	What kind of businesses are the major charterers in the dry bulk markets? 
	Major exporters and importers of iron ore, grain, coal, forest products, sugar, etc. 

	What kind of businesses are major charterers in the tanker markets? 
	Oil companies and governments which buy oil. A large oil company will typically have on any given day a core fleet of owned tankers, an additional number of tankers chartered-in on a time charter basis and a large number of voyage chartered tankers. 

	Are the tankers owned by an oil company normally employed carrying the company's own oil? 
	Not necessarily. When an oil company can earn more by chartering its own ships out to another company, it usually will. Thus it is not uncommon to find a BP tanker chartered to Shell, etc. Independently-owned tankers time-chartered to oil companies are also often employed on voyage charters to third parties. 

	In what sort of circumstances might a liner company charter-in ships? 
	When, for example, there is an upturn in trade that cannot be met by capacity in its own fleet, or when an owned ship is out of service for repairs or routine dry-docking. 

	Shipowner/carrier 

	In carriage of goods law, who or what is a carrier? 
	A party (usually a company) who contracts with a shipper or merchant for the carriage of goods. The carrier is not always a shipowner (see NVOC or NVOCC). 

	Where a shipowner timecharters a vessel and employs it in his own liner service, who will the carrier normally be? 
	Where the time charterer issues his own bill of lading (as is the case with many liner companies which charter ships in), he will be the carrier. Where the ship issues its own bill of lading, however, the shipowner will 
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	probably be regarded as the legal carrier. 

	NVOC or NVOCC 

	What is an NVOC or NVOCC? 
	A non-vessel-operating carrier (or common carrier), which is a company operating a goods shipping service using space reserved on another company's vessel. Some NVOCCs hire containership 'slots' from shipowners (for which purpose the Slothire charterparty was developed), while others charter entire vessels. An NVOCC thus has one contractual relationship with the exporter or merchant, and another with the owner or operator of the carrying ship. Many NVOC(C)s are operating in the liner trades worldwide. 

	Liner agent or liner broker 

	What is a liner agent or liner broker? 
	A company acting as a local agent for one or more (and often several) carriers, selling and booking space on board the carrier's vessels, and obtaining this business from local shippers. A big carrier is likely to have a network of liner agents in the main towns of every country served by the line's sailings. 

	Shipmaster 

	What is a shipmaster's legal position in relation to a time charterer? 
	The master should follow a time charterer's instructions insofar as they relate to the commercial activities of the ship, e. g. voyage orders, issuing bills of lading, sending messages, etc. There will usually be a clause in the charterparty stating that: (1) the charterers are to give the master the necessary sailing instructions; (2) the master is to be under the orders of the charterer as regards employment, agency, or other arrangements; (3) the master is to prosecute the voyage with the utmost despatch and render customary assistance (to the charterer) with the vessel's crew; (4) the master (and chief engineer) are to keep proper logs accessible to the charterers and their agents; and (5) if the charterers are dissatisfied with the conduct of the master (or other officers), the owners will investigate the matter and, if necessary and practicable, change the appointments. 

	What is a shipmaster's legal position in relation to a voyage charterer? 
	The master must perform the voyage in accordance with the agreement (the charterparty) made between the shipowner and the charterer. Unlike a time charter, this does not usually give the charterer control over the commercial activities of the ship. 

	What is a shipmaster's legal position in relation to an owner of cargo? 
	The master, as the carrier's representative, is the bailee of the cargo, and as such is responsible for the proper care and delivery in good condition of the goods. The master should look after the cargo as if it were his own uninsured property. 

	In what circumstances might a shipmaster become an agent of necessity? 
	In some emergency event when it is impossible to get instructions from the cargo owner but there is a real and definite commercial necessity to act on his behalf to preserve the cargo. This may be the case in war or salvage situations. In most cases, however, it will be possible to receive instructions. 

	Supercargo 

	What is a supercargo? 
	A person (most often a qualified deck officer) who is employed by a charterer or cargo owner to oversee the loading, carriage and/or discharge of goods or some operation on board a ship, usually where there is some complexity about the cargo or the operation. A supercargo will often sail on board the ship under a term in the charterparty. As the charterer's representative he has considerable importance, although he has no right to interfere with navigational decisions made by the master in the interests of safety (see Section H). 

	Port agent 

	What are the primary duties of a port agent? 
	To look after the needs of his principal's ship and its crew during their stay in port. The agent should: (1 ) aim for the quickest possible turn-round with maximum efficiency and minimum cost; (2) assist the master in his dealings with officials; (3) procure provisions, stores and other requirements; and (4) communicate messages between owners/time charterers and the master. 

	Who is the agent's principal? 
	If the shipowner is paying the agent's fee, he will normally be the principal, regardless of whether a charterer or other party has nominated the agent. 

	Why might a charterer want to nominate an agent? 
	To ensure that the agent employed will suit the charterer's particular interests. It is commonly agreed in time charters that the charterer (who controls the commercial operations of a time-chartered ship) will nominate a particular agent to be appointed at a port, while the shipowner will pay the agency fee. 
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	Where the agent nominated by a time charterer did not appear to be giving due attention to the ship's business, what could you do as master? 
	(1) Remind him of his primary responsibility to the ship; and/or (2) advise the owners to appoint a husbandry agent (i. e. another agent whose duties would be solely to look after the ship's business and not the cargo operations). 

	CONTRACTS OF CARRIAGE BY SEA 

	Ship's employment 

	What are the traditional forms of employment for merchant ships? 
	(1) On liner services (e. g. mainline containerships, deep-sea ro-ros and multi-purpose ships); (2) in voyage and time charter markets (e. g. oil tankers, chemical tankers and LPG carriers, dry bulk carriers and offshore supply vessels, etc. ). 

	Under what forms of contract do most merchant ships trade? 
	(1) Liner vessels trade on liner terms, i. e. bill of lading terms. The carrier's standard terms and conditions are stated in his bill of lading which he issues to each shipper of goods. (2) Bulk carriers and deep-sea tankers generally trade on charterparty terms, whether a bill of lading is issued to the shipper or not. (3) Passenger ships carry passengers on the carrier's standard terms and conditions, which are usually available for inspection on request and are displayed at the carriers offices. 

	Whose job is it to arrange the employment of ships in the charter markets? 
	Shipbrokers. Owners' brokers find cargoes for their principals' ships, and charterers' brokers find ships to carry their principals' goods. 

	What is a charter agreement known as in the shipping business? 
	A fixture. A vessel is said to be fixed to a particular charterer. Representative fixtures are reported in shipping journals such as Lloyd's List and Fairplay. 

	Contractual terms 

	What are contractual terms, and how are they categorised? 
	The terms and conditions of an agreement. A contractual term may be either an express term or an implied term, and may also be categorised as either a condition or a warranty. Some contract terms are innominate terms ('innominate' meaning 'without a definitive name'). In many cases whether a term is a condition or a warranty is obvious, but in other cases it is not. Since breaches of condition and breaches of warranty have different legal consequences, the correct categorisation of a contractual term is useful to know before the obligation is carried out. 

	Express and implied terms 

	What is an express term? 
	A contractual term which has been agreed to by the parties in words, either in writing or orally. 

	What is an implied term? 
	A contractual term which is not agreed to by the parties in words, but which is deemed to exist in the contract either because the courts regard it as necessary to give effect to the presumed intentions of the parties, or because of some statutory requirement. 

	Conditions, warranties and innominate terms 

	What is a condition? 
	An important contractual term going right to the root of a contract, and so fundamental that breach of the condition by one party would give the injured party the right to treat the contract as discharged. E. g. it is a condition in any voyage charter that the chartered vessel will arrive and be fully at the charterer's disposal at the agreed loading port not later than the cancelling date and that she can load and carry the agreed cargo. 

	What is a warranty in carriage of goods law? 
	A contractual undertaking made by one party to the other. E. g. in a charterparty the shipowner might warrant that his ship will be classed with a certain society and that class will be maintained, while the charterer might warrant that he will not load dangerous or hazardous cargoes. Warranties are less important than conditions, and do not go right to the root of the contract, so that breach of a warranty will not frustrate the whole contract. 

	What is an innominate term? 
	A term whose identity as either a condition or a warranty cannot be determined at the time the contract is made. Where an obligation in a contract has been breached, the seriousness of that breach will determine the rights of the injured party, and only after that can it be determined whether the term was a condition or a warranty. 

	What right is given to the injured party to a contract following a breach of condition by the other party? 
	The right to treat the contract as having been discharged (i. e. to repudiate the contract), and to sue to recover damages to compensate him for any obligations already performed. Alternatively he may affirm (i. e. continue to perform) the contract, and recover damages to compensate him for the breach. 

	What right is given to the injured party to a contract of carriage following a breach of warranty by the other party? 
	The right to sue to recover any damages. He has no right to repudiate the contract (i. e. to treat it as having been discharged). 
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	What are the various types of terms and conditions used in charterparties? 
	Standard terms are clauses printed on the charterparty form. Side clauses are typed clauses inserted in a standard contract, often amending the standard terms. Rider clauses are typed clauses containing additional terms agreed by the parties and normally added at the end of the standard terms. Addenda documents may contain sensitive clauses that the parties do not want to be in the main charterparty document for reasons of security. A side letter may be appended concerning matters relating to the contract, such as charterers' instructions to the master. 

	Carrier 

	What is a carrier? 
	A person (or company, e. g. a shipowner) who agrees to carry goods or persons from one place to another. 

	What types of carrier are there? 
	In law there are two kinds of carrier: (1) common carrier and (2) private carrier. 

	What is a common carrier? 
	A carrier who is subject to the common law obligations and who is strictly liable for any loss of or damage to the goods he carries, effectively making him the insurer of the goods whilst in his care. Common carriers don't have very much protection from liability. 

	Are all sea carriers shipowners? 
	No. Many cargo shipping services are operated by 'non-vessel-owning common carriers' (NVOCCs). The carrying ships are owned by other parties, but the contract of carriage is between the carrier and the shipper. 

	Common law obligations of carriers 

	What are the basic legal obligations of all sea carriers, i. e. the 'common law obligations'? 
	(1 ) To provide a vessel which is seaworthy for the purpose of the contract (when the contract is made). (2) The carrier's vessel must not deviate from the contract route or the usual route unjustifiably. (3) To ensure that the vessel will be ready to load the cargo and proceed on the voyage with reasonable despatch. These obligations are implied conditions and need not be expressed in the contract. Even so, they are often included in printed conditions of carriage on bills of lading, etc. 

	Exceptions to liability of common carriers 

	What exceptions to liability does the common law allow a carrier, i. e. the 'common law exceptions'? 
	(1) Act of God; (2) act of Queen's enemies; (3) inherent vice in the goods; (4) negligence of the consignor; (5) fraud of the owner or consignor of the goods; (6) jettison or other proper General Average sacrifice. 

	What is an Act of God? 
	Some unforeseen and unpreventable natural event, e. g. lightning or earthquake. 

	What is meant by 'Queen's enemies'? 
	A state or people with whom the carrier is at war during the carriage of the goods (but excluding robbers, rioters and pirates). 

	What is meant by 'inherent vice in the goods'? 
	A natural tendency of a commodity to deteriorate without human negligence, e. g. deterioration of fruit and fish, fermenting of liquids, loss of weight in hides due to evaporation, severe pitting of steel plates not due to atmospheric rusting. 

	What is meant by 'negligence of the consignor'? 
	Negligence of the shipper or sender of the goods, e. g. where insufficient or defective packing of goods inside containers or cases leads to damage. 

	What is meant by fraud of the owner or consignor of the goods'? 
	For example, where the shipper makes an untrue statement to the carrier as to their nature or value, or their threat to safety as well as (for sea carriers only). 

	What is meant by 'jettison or other proper General Average sacrifice'? 
	When cargo is intentionally and properly destroyed or damaged during the voyage in order to preserve the ship and other cargo from a danger threatening the entire 'adventure'. 

	When will a carrier not be protected by the common law exceptions? 
	When the true cause of the loss or damage to the goods was: (a) his negligence, e. g. in not taking reasonable steps to protect cargo from loss or damage; (b) his vessel was unseaworthy at the start of the voyage; or (c) the loss or damage occurred while the vessel was unjustifiably deviating. 

	Exceptions to liability of private carriers 

	What is a private carrier? 
	A carrier who restricts his strict liability by contracting out of his common law obligations. He does this by expressly stating his special terms of carriage, usually in a document such as a bill of lading (in some cases, as in passenger tickets, only stating where his terms of carriage may be obtained). The vast majority of shipping companies make themselves private carriers in order to restrict their liability. 

	What steps must a private carrier take to ensure that his terms protect him from liability? 
	His conditions of carriage must be clearly stated to the shipper. (Most carriers print their terms on their 'house' bill of lading or other contract of carriage document. ) His terms must be fair; if a court holds that his contract terms were unreasonable or unfair, a private carrier may find himself reverting to the position of a common carrier, and losing the 
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	benefit of the exceptions from liability that he has inserted in his contract (other than the 'common law exceptions'). 

	What exceptions to liability will a private carrier usually insert in his contract terms and conditions? 
	All of the common law exceptions, plus others such as loss, damage or delay resulting from: pirates; thieves; arrest or restraints of princes, rulers or people; riots; insurrections; barratry - to name but a few. 

	What is barratry? 
	A wrongful act wilfully committed by the master or crew to the prejudice of the owner or charterer. (See Section H for more details. ) 

	Seaworthiness 

	What forms does 'seaworthiness' take in carriage of goods law? 
	Seaworthiness has three aspects: (1 ) technical seaworthiness, relating to the vessel's design, condition of her hull and machinery, and her stability, etc.; (2) 'cargoworthiness', relating to her suitability for the intended cargo and the condition of her cargo spaces; and (3) fittedness for the intended voyage' (or Voyage-worthiness'), relating to her equipment (including charts), safe manning, bunkering and stores for the intended voyage. Charts must be corrected up to date, crew must be properly qualified, etc. if a claim of alleged unseaworthiness is to be successfully defended by the carrier. 

	What are the basic requirements of English common law as to seaworthiness? 
	The vessel must be fit to encounter the 'ordinary perils of the sea' (e. g. bad weather) and other incidental risks to which she will be exposed on the voyage. The common law recognizes that owners cannot guarantee their vessels' seaworthiness once they have left port, so this obligation is imposed only at the start of the voyage, i. e. when the vessel leaves the berth either under her own power or under tow. Under the doctrine of stages, seaworthiness at each stage of the voyage, e. g. in dock, in a river, in an estuary, must be considered separately. 

	In what ways might a vessel be held by a court to be unseaworthy? 
	If, for example, she sailed without valid statutory certificates or a valid Certificate (or Interim Certificate) of Class; if her holds were not properly fitted for the cargo (e. g. ventilation system not working, no dunnage, no fire-fighting agent); if her cargo was not property stowed or secured; if she had an improperly qualified master or officers; if she did not carry appropriate (and corrected) charts for the voyage; or if she had insufficient bunkers for the voyage. 

	Liens 

	What is a lien? 
	A right of a party to a contract to retain possession of another party's property, either as security for the performance of an obligation under the contract, or to secure satisfaction of a claim. There are various classes of lien including particular liens and general liens, possessory liens and maritime liens, and common law liens and contractual liens. 

	What is the difference between a particular lien and a general lien? 
	A particular lien is a lien in respect of a particular debt, whereas a general lien is a lien in respect of all the debts of the other party resulting from the transaction. 

	What are the two major types of lien concerning mariners? 
	Possessory liens and maritime liens. A possessory lien depends on possession of the other party's property, whereas a maritime lien can exist even if the property is not in the possession of the claimant. 

	What is the difference between a common law lien and a contractual lien? 
	A common law lien exists independently of contract. It is implied, i. e. it does not need to be expressly stated in the contract, whereas a contractual lien is one incorporated by a term in the contract. 

	In a contract for the carriage of goods by sea, which party would have a common law possessory Hen, on what item, and in respect of what claims? 
	The carrier (or shipowner) has a common law possessory lien on the cargo for unpaid freight, general average charges and money spent in protecting the cargo. 

	How can a carrier ensure that, as well as his lien for freight, he also has a lien for deadweight and demurrage? 
	By inserting a Lien Clause in the contract of carriage expressly stating that he has a lien for these sums. 

	To preserve his lien, what must the shipowner do? 
	Keep actual or constructive possession of the goods. Constructive possession could be kept where the goods are held under the shipowner's instructions. 

	Your ship has just discharged a cargo of coal and is about to sail. If the shipowners are owed freight, how can their lien on the cargo be exercised after you have sailed? 
	By the port agent (appointed by the owners). The agent can keep constructive possession of the goods in a warehouse/tank farm, etc. hired for the purpose until the freight is paid, the costs being for the consignee's account. 

	What are the main features of a maritime lien that distinguish it from a possessory lien? 
	(1 ) A maritime lien is a lien in rem, i. e. against the property, whereas a possessory lien is a lien in personam, i. e. against 'the person'. (2) Whereas a possessory lien is dependent on possession of the property (actual or constructive), a maritime lien is not dependent on possession, i. e. it travels with the property (e. g. ship or cargo). 

	What is a maritime lien? 
	A claim on a ship, or a ship and its cargo and the freight earned, in respect of some service performed to them (e. g. salvage or crewing) or some injury caused by any of them (e. g. pollution or collision damage). 
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	It can be enforced by the arrest and sale of the property, regardless of changes of ownership, renaming, etc. 

	Which examples of possible maritime liens can you give? 
	(1 ) A salvor's lien on a ship and/or her cargo for his reward; (2) a seamen's lien on their ship for their wages; (3) a master's lien on his ship for his wages and disbursements (sums spent on behalf of the owners); (4) a lien on a ship at fault in a collision in which damage to property has been caused; (5) a lien on a ship at fault in a grounding in which coasts have been polluted; (6) a lien of a ship repairer, bunker supplier, harbour authority, etc. for payment for services provided, etc. 

	How can the holder of a maritime lien on a ship obtain satisfaction of his claim in the UK? 
	In the absence of payment, by threatening to have the ship arrested. He can issue a writ in a court and apply for an arrest warrant. In the UK the Admiralty Marshal will have the ship arrested and the court, if necessary, can order the ship to be sold to pay claims against her. 

	Arbitration 

	What are the functions of maritime arbitrators? 
	To decide matters in dispute between two parties to a shipping-related contract (e. g. a charterparty), as an alternative to litigation. 

	What are the main advantages of arbitration over litigation for the disputing parties? 
	(1 ) Privacy (in London); (2) more convenience; (3) greater speed of settlement; (4) less formality; (5) expert knowledge of arbitrators; (6) lower costs. 

	Where would the evidence be found that a shipowner and charterer had agreed to refer any dispute arising to arbitration? 
	In an Arbitration Clause in the charterparty. This may define where the arbitration is to be held, how many arbitrators there must be and what type of persons they are to be (e. g. Shipbrokers), and whether an umpire is to be appointed in the event that they cannot agree, etc. 

	What are the three most popular maritime arbitration centres? 
	London, New York and Paris. 

	Why might shipping parties prefer to go to arbitration in London rather than New York? 
	American arbitrations may be published (see examples in Fairplay), which might deter some shipping parties. London arbitrations, on the other hand, are usually kept private. Shipping people often don't want their disputes made public. 

	CONTRACT OF AFFREIGHTMENT (COA) 

	What is a contract of affreightment in modern shipping terms (as opposed to the legal sense often used in textbooks)? 
	An agreement between a charterer on the one hand and a shipowner, disponent owner or carrier on the other hand, for the carriage of a specified (and often large) quantity of named goods between specified places, over a specified (and usually long) period of time, by vessels of a type and size specified by the charterers, but which are nominated by owners. 

	What is a contract of affreightment in the legal sense often used in maritime law textbooks written by lawyers? 
	A contract of carriage by sea, e. g. a charter agreement or the contract expressed in a bill of lading. 

	What would be an example of a contract of affreightment or COA operation? 
	Where, for example, a charterer contracts with a shipowner for the carriage of 900, 000 tonnes of iron ore from named ports in Brazil to named ports in Europe, with shipments of 120, 000 tonnes (+/- 10% at owners' option) at intervals of approximately one month. The COA may be based on a standard charterparty as the main COA document, with a number of rider clauses added, or on a main COA document supplemented by separate voyage charterparties relating to each voyage made by nominated vessels under the COA. 

	VOYAGE CHARTER 

	Basic obligations of shipowner and charterer 

	What are the shipowner's usual basic obligations under a voyage charterparty? 
	(1 ) To provide a seaworthy ship suitable to carry the intended cargo; (2) to bring the ship to the agreed loading port by the agreed date; (3) to load the agreed cargo; (4) to carry the cargo to the agreed destination; (5) to discharge the cargo. He must pay both the ship's running costs and the voyage costs, with the possible exception, where 'free in and out' (FIO) terms are agreed, of loading and discharging costs. 

	What are the charterer's usual basic obligations under a voyage charterparty? 
	(1 ) To provide the agreed cargo at the agreed loading port; (2) to load the cargo within the agreed period of laytime; (3) to pay the agreed rate of freight at the agreed time. Where 'free in and out' (FIO) terms are agreed he must pay the loading and discharging costs. 

	Under a voyage charter, which party is responsible for the ship's running costs and voyage costs? 
	The shipowner is generally responsible for both running costs and voyage costs, except where 'free in and out' (FIO) terms are agreed, in which case the charterer pays all cargo-handling costs at each end. 

	What does free in and out' mean? 
	The costs of loading ('in') and discharging ('out') are free to the shipowner - i. e. the charterer will pay the loading costs and the consignees (or the charterer) will pay the discharge costs. In return, the charterer is usually entitled to a reduced freight rate. 'Free in and out' is 
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	the usual agreement in bulk shipping charterparties, since bulk charterers are most often in a position to control the loading and discharge costs (many also being terminal owners). 

	What variations of free in and out' might you come across in the bulk trades? 
	'Free in and out and stowed' (FIOS); 'Free in and out, stowed and trimmed1 (FIOT); 'Free in and out and spout trimmed (FIOSpT). 

	You have just joined a ship as master and learn that she is on a voyage charter. What information in the charterparty would you want to read? 
	(1) The loading port or ports; (2) the laycan period; (3) the cancelling date; (4) requirements for tendering notice of readiness on arrival, including whether notice of readiness can be tendered when not in berth or in port, etc.; (5) the 'turn time' or 'notice time' allowed to charterers before laytime commences; (6) the period of laytime agreed, or if no definite period is stated, how laytime is to be determined; (7) the period allowed on demurrage; (8) the cargo to be loaded, including any margin allowed and in whose option (charterers' or owners'?); (8) any special instructions of owners or charterers (e. g. requirements re- cargo temperature, sending messages, etc. ); (9) the discharge port or ports; and (10) whether I am required as master to issue bills of lading. 

	Does a voyage charter commence on the day the agreement (i. e. fixture) was made? 
	Not usually. The charterparty will probably have been drawn up some weeks or days before the ship must load the cargo. The date of the charterparty is normally at the top of the first page of the document. 

	What is the preliminary voyage? 
	The voyage to the loading port. When the vessel is fixed (i. e. the charterparty is drawn up), perhaps some weeks earlier, the ship is usually somewhere other than the loading port, employed on another contract. The first contractual obligation of the owners is to bring the ship to the agreed loading port, not later than the cancelling date. 

	What is a P&l Bunker Deviation Clause? 
	A standard protecting clause, recommended by P&l clubs, which allows the vessel to deviate off her contract route to take advantage of cheap bunker prices obtainable at ports near oil producing centres, allowing the vessel to take full 'roundtrip' bunkers. 

	What is a Clause Paramount? 
	A clause inserted in charterparties under which a bill of lading is required to be issued, having the effect of incorporating into the contract of carriage one of three international conventions setting out minimum terms and conditions out of which the carrier cannot contract, i. e. the Hague Rules, the Hague-Visby Rules or the Hamburg Rules. 

	Freight 

	What is freight? 
	The agreed rate for carrying the cargo. In deep-sea trades it is usually in US dollars. In coastal trades it may be in a local currency. (In the USA, the word freight' means goods or cargo. 

	When is freight paid? 
	In voyage charters, normally before delivery of the cargo at the discharge port, but it may be partially or wholly payable in advance of carriage. In the liner trades it is normally pre-paid by the shipper and the bill of lading is marked accordingly. 

	What is deadfreight? 
	A rate charged to charterers for cargo agreed for loading but not shipped. 

	Safe ports and berths 

	What is a safe port? 
	A port which the vessel can safely reach, enter, stay at and leave without any requirement other than normal good seamanship. There must be safe access and the port must be free from permanent obstruction. The vessel must be able to lie safely afloat at all states of the tide, unless it is customary and safe to load and/or discharge aground or there is specific agreement that she will do so. There must be adequate facilities for trade, including a safe shore landing of goods, proper wharves, warehouses and other establishments for dealing with the kind of cargo contemplated. It must be a politically safe port, free from any state of war or embargo. The ship, having reached the port (and discharged her cargo), must be able to leave without lowering or cutting her masts. 

	What might make a port 'unsafe'? 
	Inability of a ship to reach, stay at or leave a loading berth safely for some reason, e. g. insufficient depth of water, berth obstructions, ice, war, general strike, civil insurrection, quarantine restrictions. 

	What are you, as master, entitled to do if you find a port is unsafe, say due to a greatly insufficient depth of water? 
	To refuse to enter. Unless there is specific agreement to the contrary, I am always entitled to refuse to enter a port which my vessel cannot safely reach without first lightening in a roadstead or other port, even if it is a customary method of discharge at the port. I would note protest at the first opportunity. (Neap tides would not make the port 'unsafe'. ) 

	What is a safe berth? 
	A berth which is safe in the same respects as a safe port. My duty as master is normally to ensure the berth is safe and to refuse to go to an unsafe berth even if ordered to do so. 
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	If, as master, you took a chartered ship alongside a berth at which the ship got damaged, whose liability would it be-owners' or charterers'? 
	Damage done to either ship or quay at an unsafe berth is usually owners' liability, not charterers', although some courts have held the reverse to be the case. 

	Laydays, laytime and notice of readiness 

	What are laydays? 
	The period of days during which the ship must present herself at the loading port, and during which charterers are obliged to accept the ship for loading. Laydays should not be confused with laytime. 

	What is the cancelling date? 
	The final layday after which, if the ship presents herself at the loading port, charterers have no obligation to load the cargo. 

	Charterparty messages and market reports sometimes refer to a 'lay/can' or 'lay can' period. What is this? 
	The laydays and cancelling date. For example, a lay/can of '18/22' would mean that the first layday is the 18th of the month, and the final layday, or cancelling date, is the 22nd. 

	What is laytime? 
	The period of time agreed between the shipowner and charterer during which the owner will make and keep the ship available for loading and/or discharging without payment additional to the freight. Laytime is measured in days, hours and minutes, and can be considered as a 'reservoir' of time that is gradually used up by the charterer. 

	What three conditions must be met before laytime can commence? 
	(1) The vessel must be an 'arrived ship'; (2) she must be fully ready to load or discharge (as the case may be); and (3) notice of readiness must have been tendered in accordance with the Charterparty. 

	What is an arrived ship? 
	A ship which has reached the required place (i. e. port or berth) under the terms of the Charterparty, and is fully at charterers' disposal. (The Charterparty may allow her to become an 'arrived ship' even though she is not in the port, in the berth, in free pratique, or customs cleared. ) 

	How can you determine whether your ship is an 'arrived ship'? 
	By checking the wording of the Charterparty to see if it is a 'port Charterparty' or a 'berth Charterparty', and checking the ship's position. If a port is defined as the place for loading, without stipulating a particular berth, the Charterparty is a 'port Charterparty' and it is unnecessary to be on a particular loading berth to be an 'arrived ship'; all delays in berthing will be for charterers' account. If a particular berth is defined as the loading place, the Charterparty is a 'berth Charterparty' and the vessel becomes an 'arrived ship' only when she has reached the named berth. Owners prefer 'port charterparties'. 

	What does 'ready to load' mean? 
	Ready both physically and legally, i. e. with hatches prepared for receiving the cargo, the vessel cleared customs and other formalities, any required survey carried out and passed. 

	How can owners ensure that charterers will not obstruct the commencement of laytime by preventing a vessel from reaching the loading berth? 
	Owners can insert a Waiting for Berth Clause in the Charterparty, or the words 'whether in berth or not', 'whether in port or not' or another protecting phrase in the Laytime Clause to make it clear that time can count as laytime once the vessel is at the customary waiting place. The following abbreviations are often used for these protecting phrases: w. i. p. o. n. ('whether in port or not'); w. i. b. o. n. ('whether in berth or not'); w. c. c. o. n. ('whether customs cleared or not'); w. i. f. p. o. n. ('whether in free pratique or not"). 

	What is a notice of readiness? 
	Notice given to the charterer, shipper, receiver or other person as required by the Charterparty that the vessel has arrived at the port or berth and is ready to load or discharge, as the case may be. Laytime usually commences on the expiry of some specified number of hours, variously called 'notice time' or 'turn time', during which the charterer, etc. can make preparations for the ship's cargo operations. 

	When should notice of readiness be tendered? 
	As soon as possible, on a day within the 'laycan' period (i. e. the laydays), in accordance with the procedure stated in the Notice Clause or Laytime Clause in the Charterparty. This may require that notice be tendered only during office hours, and particular care must be taken by the master only to tender in strict accordance with the clause. 

	How can notice of readiness be tendered? 
	By delivery of a printed form or letter, or by telex, fax or cable, unless the Charterparty provides otherwise. Charterers' or owners' notice of readiness forms are often pre-printed for masters to use, but if necessary I would write and send my own notice in duplicate, with a note that the second copy, with the time and date of receipt completed, should be returned for the ship's retention. 

	Who should notice of readiness be addressed to? 
	To charterers or their agent, not to the shipowners' port agent, although it may be sent via the owners' agent. 

	What would you do, as master, if charterers refused to acknowledge receipt of your notice of readiness? 
	I would: (1) make daily attempts to have the notice accepted; (2) send a Letter of Protest to charterers or their agent; (3) consult owners' P&l club correspondent; (4) note protest as soon as possible. 
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	Assuming that your notice of readiness is acknowledged, when will laytime commence? 
	The charterparty will normally state that laytime will commence a specified number of hours after notice of readiness is given or accepted, but if it is not stated, laytime will commence as soon as notice of readiness is given. 

	Why is it often important to tender notice as soon as possible at weekends? 
	Some charterparties state that if notice is not given before Saturday noon or 1 pm, it may not be tendered again until the start of office hours on the next office working day, which will usually be Monday. It may also be stated that laytime will commence on the morning after notice of readiness is given, which would mean Tuesday. Even so, charterers may start cargo operations during the weekend, i. e. before laytime starts. Thus, a few minutes delay in tendering on a Saturday morning could mean that charterers get the benefit of 3 days' 'free' time at owners' expense. 

	What happens if notice is tendered whilst at anchor, before a required hold survey is made, and the ship fails the survey? 
	The notice given will be invalid, and a new notice will have to be given once the holds have been further prepared and pass another survey. 

	Demurrage, damages for detention and despatch 

	What is demurrage? 
	A sum of liquidated damages which becomes payable by charterers to owners for each day, or part thereof if stipulated, that the ship is detained beyond the time of expiry of laytime. A Demurrage Clause may state the number of days and the rate payable, usually in US dollars per day. Demurrage is normally paid per running day, i. e. without exclusion of any Sundays, holidays, or bad weather, strikes, etc., occurring during the detention period - hence the well-known expression 'once on demurrage, always on demurrage'. 

	What are damages for detention? 
	A sum of damages awarded to owners who successfully sue charterers for unreasonably detaining their ship beyond a reasonable demurrage period. There may be a maximum number of days allowed on demurrage, which if exceeded allows owners to claim their actual losses caused by the delay, i. e. damages for detention, which will normally be more punitive than demurrage. Owners would have a claim for damages for detention, for example, where an extended delay on one charter prevented them from taking up a second charter on which their ship had been fixed on the assumption that she would be available by then. 

	What is despatch?
	A monetary reward, normally payable by owners to charterers, for completion of cargo operations within the agreed laytime period. Early completion may give owners an opportunity to complete the voyage early and fix the vessel on another charter, and is obviously also to charterers' benefit. The rate for despatch is stated in the Demurrage and Despatch Clause and is usually half the demurrage rate for all time saved, which means that the laytime exclusions

 (for weather, etc. ) are not taken into account after the completion of cargo. If for working time saved, laytime exclusions must be taken into account. 

	What is a Statement of Facts? 
	An extract from the port operations log kept by the port agent and signed by all parties involved (master, stevedore, agent, etc. ). It contains times of all main events surrounding the vessel's cargo operations in port, such as arrival, tendering notice of readiness, commencement of laytime, weather stoppages, etc. From these facts the Laytime Statement can be compiled. 

	What is a Laytime Statement? 
	A signed document on which the agent has made a calculation of the amount of demurrage or despatch owed to either owners or charterers respectively, as the case may be, using the facts in the Statement of Facts. The Laytime Statement (sometimes confusingly called a Laydays Statement) is submitted to both owners and charterers. Several layouts are in use including a BIMCO-recommended format and various charterers' house styles, each slightly different but containing the same essentials, these being columns for: Day; Date; Time or Hours worked; Remarks; Laytime used; Time saved or time on demurrage. Space is left at the foot for despatch or demurrage calculations. 

	Delivery of cargo 

	Has the cargo been delivered once it has been discharged? 
	Not necessarily. The cargo may lie in a terminal, e. g. a stockyard, tank farm, car parking lot, container compound, etc. and still constructively be in the carrier's possession. Goods are not delivered until they are handed over to the receiver. 

	Who is the receiver? 
	The party authorised to collect the goods from the carrier. He may be the consignee himself, or an agent of the consignee. 
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	Under a time charter, who would pay the crew's overtime when work had to be done preparing the ship for a particular cargo, e. g. washing down holds? 
	There may be an agreement in the charterparty for an extra payment to be made by charterers to owners each time the crew sweep and/or wash down the holds. The same would probably apply for lashing a ro-ro or container cargo, etc. If charterers require ship's crew to do extra work for their purposes, they probably say. 

	What extra paperwork will you probably have on board when on time charter? 
	Log books and stationery may be provided by charterers so that they can monitor the vessel's efficiency. Stevedoring damage notification forms and log extracts will be required to be sent to charterers. 

	Hire 

	What is hire or charterhire? 
	Owners' remuneration, payable by charterers in US$ every 15 days (semi-monthly) or 30 days (monthly) in advance. It may be calculated as a certain sum (e. g. $10, 000) per day or as a sum per Summer deadweight tonne (e. g. $7. 50 per sdwt) per calendar month and is usually paid after deduction of brokerage and commission, and for extra payments where holds have to be swept and/or washed down by crew, etc. Claims for under-performance, etc. must usually be negotiated with owners and deducted from the following month's hire. 

	What is time charter fraud? 
	Although time charterers are 'disponent owners', the contract of carriage evidenced by a bill of lading, if a bill of lading is issued to a shipper, is between the real shipowner and the shipper. Therefore, if the master fails to deliver the goods as stated in the bill of lading, owners (and not charterers) are liable to the goods owner. Owners must deliver the goods to the eventual holder of the bill of lading whether or not hire has been paid, and frauds occasionally occur where a time charterer was the original cargo owner but sells the cargo to a consignee, fails to pay the hire and disappears. In these cases the owners are still legally obliged to deliver the cargo to the buyer of the bill of lading, but earn nothing for carrying it. 

	The time-chartered vessel 

	Why would time charterers be more particular than voyage charterers about the hired vessel's technical details? 
	For the same reasons as a person hiring a motor vehicle would stipulate what type, size, power, etc. of vehicle he wanted for the hire period. Time charterers require a hired vessel for a specific purpose, and it must generally closely match their technical requirements. 

	What details about the vessel will a time charterer normally want to see in the charterparty? 
	A Statement of General Particulars including classification, dimensions, tonnages (GT, NT, DWT), constant weight, draughts, grain/bale cubic capacity of holds/tanks, dimensions, speeds (laden/in ballast), consumptions of FO and DO (laden/in ballast/in port working/idle), type of engines, fuel used, call sign, etc. For special ship types other specialist information will be required, e. g. lane and ramp details of a ro/ro ship. 

	What ship's plans would a time charterer probably want to inspect? 
	General arrangement (GA) and capacity plans. In tanker time charterparties, drawings of the cargo manifold, pumping arrangement and ventilation system, pump characteristic curves, etc. 

	Why do time charterers place so much importance on voyage performance records? 
	Speed and fuel consumption are vitally important for determining whether the vessel is performing the contract efficiently and whether charterers are entitled to claim for alleged under-perfomnance. (This is a frequent subject of dispute, as modern bunker prices fluctuate greatly. ) 

	What aspects of the vessel's capacity will time charterers usually be interested in? 
	It depends on the type of ship. For a bulker, for example, her deadweight carrying capacity (DWCC) and deadweight all told (DWAT). For a ro-ro ship, her lane-metres. For a containership, the number of slots (t. e. u. 's) and reefer slot numbers. They are also interested in the declared 'constant weight' (a fixed tonnage allowed for water, stores, provisions, spares, etc. ). 

	What undertakings do owners usually give time charterers about their vessel's seaworthiness? 
	At common law, the vessel provided must be seaworthy for the purposes of the contract (when this is agreed), thereafter, owners usually agree only to exercise 'due diligence' to make the vessel seaworthy for each voyage during the charter period. 

	What provisions would you expect to see in a time charterparty concerning maintenance of the vessel? 
	Probably, an undertaking by owners to maintain the vessel in good condition throughout the charter period. Owners may be required to keep the vessel in the condition she was stated to be in when the contract was made, e. g. to 'LR class 100A1 or equivalent'. Some time charterparties require owners to 'exercise due diligence to make the vessel tight, staunch, strong, in good order and condition, and in every way fit for the service, both before, at and throughout the time charter period, taking whatever steps are necessary to so maintain the vessel, even if the cause of repairs and/or additional maintenance result from a cause for which owners are not directly responsible'. 

	Under a long time charter, how can owners ensure that they will not be penalised for drydocking the ship during the hire period? 
	There will usually be a Drydocking Clause and a Maintenance Clause allowing the vessel limited periods off-hire for essential maintenance and surveys. 
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	Can time charterers have the ship repainted in their own colours, and fly their own house flag, etc. ? 
	It depends on the agreement in the charterparty. Period charterers will probably be allowed to fly their own house flag or even paint their own colours on the funnel and/or sides, but this may not be important to them. 

	Trading restrictions 

	What restrictions are usually placed on time charterers as to where they can send the ship or what they can carry? 
	It is usually agreed that charterers employ the vessel only in lawful trades, carrying lawful merchandise, using only 'safe ports or berths' and sometimes 'safe anchorages' where the vessel can 'safely lie always afloat'. Ice-bound and other 'unsafe' ports are usually excluded unless owners agree otherwise. No lightening at sea is normally allowed without the permission of underwriters, since this is usually outside terms of the Hull and Machinery policy. 

	Under a time charter, what kind of countries is a time charterer often prohibited from sending the chartered ship to? 
	Any country where a port call may bring increased financial or other risks (e. g. of detention) to the shipowner, or a risk of the ship being subsequently barred from another country's ports, e. g. Israel, Persian/Arabian Gulf, Cuba, Vietnam, Kampuchea, North Korea, Lebanon, Angola, Namibia, Syria, Libya, Somalia, Ethiopia and South Africa. 

	How might a shipowner fixing his ship on time charter seek to protect himself from action by the International Transport Workers' Federation (ITF)? 
	By prohibiting the time charterer from sending the vessel to countries regarded as ITF 'strongholds', i. e. Scandinavian and Australasian countries. 

	What is probably trie most commonly defined trading area in time charters for a vessel trading worldwide? 
	Worldwide within Institute Warranty Limits'. This prohibits the vessel from entering the major areas of the world prone to icing, and from carrying Indian coal during a specified period within a defined zone. 

	In a time charter, what dry cargo commodity restrictions are often imposed on time charterers? 
	Generally, certain commodities which may be injurious to the ship, such as bulk asphalt, pitch or tar, livestock, logs, acids, scrap, sulphur, petroleum coke, explosives, fishmeal and nuclear materials are expressly prohibited as cargo. Otherwise, the vessel may load 'any lawful merchandise'. 

	Does 'lawful merchandise' include 'dangerous goods'? 
	At common law, charterers are under an implied obligation not to load any dangerous cargoes, but most charterparties state that charterers may load certain dangerous goods if various statutes and regulations (e. g. the IMDG Code) are complied with. 

	Delivery and redelivery of vessel 

	What are the usual agreements in a time charterparty concerning delivery of the vessel to charterers? 
	The vessel goes on hire when she is delivered to charterers. Owners must deliver the vessel at the agreed place in a fit condition for the employment contemplated. Delivery may be at a named geographical location, e. g. 'passing Cape Passero', or at a specified event, e. g. taking inbound pilot (TIP) New York', or 'dropping outward pilot (OOP) Hong Kong'. Delivery will be required either 'spot' (immediate) or between stated laydays for presentation of the vessel. If the vessel is not presented by the final layday (i. e. the cancelling date), charterers have the option of cancelling the charter, as with a voyage charter. Time charters most often commence with a ballast voyage to a loading port, so that 'dropping outward pilot...... ' at the last discharging port is frequently stated in the charterparty as the place for delivery. On delivery, an on-hire survey will often be required (see below). 

	What should you do, as master, if you are delayed on the delivery voyage? 
	Continue with all despatch to the delivery place, checking the charterparty for instructions. A Cancelling Clause may require charterers to declare whether they will exercise their option to cancel. 

	What inspections of a vessel will a time charterer sometimes make? 
	Before taking a vessel on charter, a prospective charterer - especially an oil company and a charterer hiring older tonnage - may require a thorough condition survey to be made. Having hired a vessel, in most cases, an on-hire or delivery survey will be required. In some cases, however, there is no survey of any kind. 

	What are the aims of an on-hire survey? 
	To establish (1) bunkers r. o. b. (to establish the quantity charterers will have to pay owners for); (2) general condition of the vessel; and (3) that tanks/holds are fit for the carriage of the contemplated cargoes. The surveyor will note any existing damage in holds/tanks. Holds of a dry cargo vessel must be dry and swept clean, etc., and tanks for oil or chemicals must pass survey and be certified fit. Time spent on the survey is normally at the owner's risk, i. e. the vessel is not 'on-hire' until after the survey. 

	Who should carry out an on-hire survey? 
	Usually, jointly-approved surveyors, paid for 50/50 by owners and charterers. 

	What stipulations will a time charterparty usually make about bunkers at delivery? 
	A Bunker Clause may require a certain quantity of fuel to be on board at delivery, with approximately the same quantity to be on board at redelivery, and in any case enough to reach the next bunkering port. The charterparty will provide for cash settlement of the balance, so that 
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	effectively charterers buy any bunkers r. o. b. at delivery from the owners and sell back to owners at redelivery. 

	What documents would you, as master, expect to be given by an on-hire surveyor at the commencement of a time charter? 
	A Delivery Certificate confirming the date and time of hand-over, bunkers r. o. b. (and perhaps boiler water r. o. b. ), and condition of holds/tanks. The certificate should be attached to the condition survey report and is vital for the assessment of hire payments due and the commencement of various charterers' liabilities. 

	What are the usual agreements in a time charter concerning redelivery? 
	Charterers must normally to re-deliver the vessel in the 'same good order as when delivered to Charterers, fair wear and tear excepted..... ' at an agreed port or place and at the agreed time, with the agreed amount of fuel remaining on board. 

	If the vessel was not in the same good order and condition at re-delivery, who would be liable for the cost of repairs? 
	Charterers. 

	Is it permissible for a time charterer to redeliver a vessel, e. g. a tanker, 'dirty'? 
	Yes, if agreed. - A sum in compensation to the owners will normally be provided for in the charterparty. 

	What inspections are normal at redelivery at the end of a time charter? 
	An off-hire survey carried out by independent surveyors to ascertain the extent of damage done during the survey, and bunkers r. o. b. A Redelivery Certificate should be issued by the surveyor. 

	Time charterer's rights 

	Can a time charterer have a master sacked? 
	The charterparty may require owners to investigate complaints by charterers regarding the master or officers, and 'replace them' if requested. 

	Since a time-chartered vessel is under the commercial control of the charterers, what is the master's position with respect to obeying charterers' instructions? 
	Although employed as a servant of the owners, the master is always under the time charterers' orders as far as the employment of the vessel and agency matters are concerned. He must accordingly prosecute the voyage with 'utmost despatch' and give charterers 'customary and reasonable assistance' with the crew and ship's equipment. Charterers may only give master orders regarding employment of the vessel, and not regarding navigation, safety, etc. (If the master did obey charterers' order regarding navigation and loss or damage occurred, owners would be liable, with no recourse from charterers. ) 

	Which party nominates and appoints port agents during a time charter? 
	Port agents are normally nominated and appointed by the time charterer (unlike the case in voyage charters or in the liner trades). However, the shipowner generally pays for the agent's services. A Consignment Clause will sometimes state that 'the vessel is to be consigned to charterers' agents for inward and/or outward business'. If the ship must use the charterer's preferred agent, owners must pay for the agent's services. 

	If a bill of lading is basically a receipt issued by the ship for cargo loaded, are time charterers' agents allowed to sign bills of lading? 
	As the master is under the time charterer's orders regarding employment and agency, the charterer's port agents have the right to sign bills of lading on behalf of the master, and the master is usually required to sign a form permitting agents to do this. 

	Should a time charterers' port agent be expected to look after owners' affairs, e. g. crew changes? 
	Unless owners appoint their own protecting agent or husbandry agent, time charterers' agent should also look after owners' affairs, e. g. crew reliefs and repatriation, subs, etc. He will be paid for this under a Disbursements Clause. 

	Identity of carrier 

	Who is the legal carrier under a time charter? 
	If charterers insist on issue of their own house bill of lading forms, the contract of carriage will normally be between the charterers and the shipper, and the terms printed on the bill of lading should make clear who the carrier is. If a time-chartered ship issues a bill of lading using her owners' own bill of lading form and without mention of the fact that the vessel is time-chartered (e. g. in a statement that 'all terms and conditions of carriage are in the relevant Charterparty dated..... '), the contract of carriage may be deemed to be between the owners and the shipper. 

	Where there is doubt over who the carrier is, what should the master do? 
	Assume that owners are legally the carrier and take care of the cargo and documentation accordingly, issuing a ship's bill of lading if necessary. 

	Miscellaneous time charter clauses 

	What do charterers - especially time charterers - sometimes do to protect their interests when the ship is at sea? 
	The charterparty may provide for a supercargo to be carried to oversee charterers' interests during the voyage. The usual agreement is that his meals will be paid for by charterers, so I would keep records of supercargo's meals provided. 
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	You are master of a ro-ro freight vessel, on time charter, and are about to toad a cargo when your ship's stern ramp hydraulics fail. What provisions will usually cover this event in the charterparty? 
	A Suspension of Hire Clause will usually be included in the standard charterparty clauses, providing for hire to cease after the vessel has been unavailable to charterers for a specified period of time, e. g. 24 or 48 hours, because of machinery breakdown, winch breakdowns, crew strikes, hull damage, drydocking or other reasons not beyond owners' control. In the case of a ro-ro ferry the time is likely to be very much less than 24 hours - perhaps just an hour. 

	How can the shipowners ensure that they will have the opportunity to carry out proper maintenance on their vessel during a period time charter? 
	A Drydocking Clause will usually be included in the charterparty providing for the vessel to be made available to owners free of cargo after a stated period of notice for cleaning, painting, survey, routine repairs and maintenance. During this period she will be off-hire. 

	You are on time charter and need to divert to a nearby port to collect an engine part. What is the legal position ? 
	When deviating for owners' purposes, such as this, the vessel will be off-hire from the moment of the deviation until ready to resume service in a position no less favourable to charterers. 

	You are on time charter and proceeding down the English Channel when you require to make for Dover to collect some engine spares. What should you be careful to note? 
	The exact times, positions and fuel situations (1) when you deviated and (2) when you rejoined the route. A deduction from hire is calculated on the basis of fuel used in the deviation, including FO and DO at the port deviated to. But if the deviation is for charterers' purposes, e. g. stress of weather, the vessel will remain on hire. 

	BAREBOAT CHARTER 

	What is a bareboat charter? 
	A contract for the lease of a vessel for an agreed period during which the charterer acquires most of the rights of the owner. It is more of a ship financing arrangement than a trading agreement. 

	What are the main features of a bareboat charter? 
	Basically the vessel owners put the vessel, without crew, at the complete disposal of charterers and pay her capital costs, but (usually) no other costs. Charterers have commercial and technical responsibility for the vessel, and pay all costs except capital costs. Bareboat charterers become 'disponent owners' under the charterparty. 

	In road transport terms, what is a bareboat charter similar to? 
	A vehicle leasing contract. 

	Who might be the owners be under a bareboat charter? 
	Banks or finance houses who are not prepared to operate or manage ships themselves, or some other shipowner. 

	What is a charter by demise? 
	A bareboat charter hinged to a management contract, so that the shipowners manage the vessel on behalf of the bareboat charterers. This is useful to charterers (such as an oil company) who don't want to spend extra money on increasing their ship management team. 

	What is the most commonly used bareboat charterparty form? 
	BARECON 89, which is a BIMCO document. 

	Can anything else be 'added on' to a bareboat charter? 
	It may be hinged to a purchase option after expiry of the charter or during the hire period. (Hire payments may include instalments of the purchase price, and transfer of ownership may follow the final instalment. Many permutations are possible. ) 

	BOAT NOTE, SHIPPING NOTE and MATE'S RECEIPT 

	Boat note (B/N) 

	What is a boat note? 
	A type of delivery note, sometimes tendered by the master of a barge, coaster, etc. to a ship loading cargo, showing a description of the goods to be loaded on the ship. Nowadays it is not often used. The usual abbreviation for boat note is B/N. 

	Standard Shipping Note (SSN) 

	What document is a boat note usually replaced by in the UK liner trades? 
	The Standard Shipping Note (SSN). This is a multi-part, multi-purpose document, specially designed for ro-ro and container shipping, which also acts as a mate's receipt. 

	Mate's receipt (M/R) 

	Where a boat note or other shipping document accompanying cargo is tendered to a ship, what should be issued by the ship in exchange for it? 
	A mate's receipt, once the goods have been loaded and their marks, quantity and condition have been checked. The person receiving the mate's receipt from the ship should return it to the shipper. The usual abbreviation for mate's receipt is M/R. 

	What is a mate's receipt, and how is it used? 
	It is a receipt for goods loaded, issued to the shipper of the goods, showing accurate details of the goods as received on board (i. e. as per ship's tally or loading survey). The mate's receipt should have a reference number and show the date and place of loading, any leading marks, the number of pieces or packages, the quantity, and the order and condition of the goods on loading. (It may state 'received in apparent good order and condition unless otherwise stated1, or similar words. ) The shipper should carefully copy these details onto a set of 


BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
F-17
	 
	blank bills of lading obtained from the carrier or carrier's agent, and present the completed bills of lading to the carrier (or agent, or ship) for signature. The ship should retain one copy of the mate's receipt (usually in a triplicate pad) for comparison of all details before signing bills of lading. Any remarks made by the ship concerning defects in number or condition of the goods should be authorised by the carrier and his P&l club. 

	What document has replaced the mate's receipt in liner services at UK ports? 
	A Standard Shipping Note. It acts as a boat note or shipping note (i. e. a delivery note) as well as a mate's receipt. 

	If the mate's receipt has been claused by the ship, e. g. with remarks about rust on steel plates, what would you expect to see when you are presented with the bill of lading for signature? 
	Exactly the same remarks on the face of the bill of lading. 

	Can any other document be used in place of a boat note or shipping note and mate's receipt? 
	Yes. Individual carriers may have their own documentary system. P&O Nedlloyd, for example, uses an Export Cargo Shipping Instruction (ECSI). 

	BILL OF LADING (B/L)                   See Section I for questions on cargo-related problems in port 

	Basic functions of bill of lading 

	What are the basic functions of a bill of lading? 
	It functions (1 ) as a receipt for goods (either received from the shipper ashore or loaded on board); (2) (if made out 'to order") as a negotiable document of title; (3) as good evidence of a contract between the shipper and the carrier; and (4) (if stamped with remarks indicating that freight has been paid) as a receipt for freight. (2) and (4) do not always apply. 

	What is the usual abbreviation for bill of lading? 
	B/L 

	Use of bill of lading 

	How is a bill of lading generated in the traditional way? 
	Traditionally, the shipper brings his cargo alongside for loading and tenders to the ship a boat note or shipping note containing full details of the goods to be loaded. The ship tallies the goods as they are loaded. On completion of loading the ship issues to the shipper a mate's receipt containing details of the exact quantity and apparent condition of the goods loaded. The shipper meanwhile obtains a full set of blank original bills of lading, together with any 'copy' Bills he needs. From the mate's receipt the shipper copies the details of the goods loaded (including the date and place of loading, ship's name, etc. ) onto the bill of lading. The shipper then pays any freight due and tenders the original bills of lading to the ship's master or agent for signature. The master or agent compares the details inserted by the shipper in the bill of lading with those in the ship's copy of the mate's receipt and, if no changes are required, signs the original bills of lading. Any remarks on the mate's receipt as to defective condition or number of the goods must appear on the bills of lading. The bills of lading are finally issued to the shipper in return for the original mate's receipt, which he surrenders. 

	What happens to the set of bills of lading once it has been issued to the shipper? 
	Depending on the terms of sale between seller and buyer of the goods, the shipper may send at least two original bills of lading to the consignee, who will give one to the receiver of his goods enabling him to take delivery at the discharge port from the carrier. Where a letter of credit has been issued to enable the seller to obtain early payment from the buyer, the original bills of lading will be endorsed and transferred by the seller to his bank, which endorses and transfers them to the buyer's bank, which in turn endorses and transfers them to the buyer. Each endorsee will become the new holder of title in the goods. Various copy bills of lading (which are not negotiable documents of title) will also be in the system, as will a non-negotiable 'captain's copy' which will be carried on board. 

	Functions and contents of bill of lading 

	What are the basic functions of a bill of lading? 
	(1 ) A receipt for goods (received or shipped); (2) a document of title; (3) good evidence of a contract; (4) a receipt for freight. (2) and (4) do not always apply. 

	What basic information should a bill of lading contain? 
	Reference number; shipper's name/address; consignee's name/address, or 'to order'; notify party's name/address; loading port; loading date; vessel's name; discharge port; number & type of packages; contents; weight or volume; any leading marks; statement that goods were received on board/loaded/shipped 'in good order and condition', qualified by suitable any remarks about defective order or condition; number of original bills of lading issued in set; signature of carrier, master or agent. Copies should be stamped 'copy - non-negotiable'.
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	How does a bill of lading function as good evidence of a contract ? 
	It should either contain the carrier's terms, conditions and exceptions (as on a liner bill of lading) or state where these can be found (as on a charterparty bill of lading). The fact that a bill of lading has been issued by the carrier is strong evidence that a contract of carriage with him was entered into by the shipper. 

	How does a bill of lading function as a receipt f or goods? 
	A bill of lading should only be issued once goods have been received, either into the custody of a carrier or forwarder, e. g. at an inland container depot (a 'received' bill of lading), or on board the vessel (a 'shipped' or 'ocean' bill of lading). Acting as a receipt for goods is the basic function of any bill of lading. 

	How may a bill of lading function as a receipt for freight? 
	If freight was paid before issue (e. g. advance freight paid to a carrier operating a liner service), the bill of lading should be stamped 'freight paid' or 'freight pre-paid'. No freight can be demanded when at the discharge port. If not so stamped, freight may be demanded before delivery of the goods. 

	What remarks concerning freight should appear on a bill of lading ? 
	On a liner bill of lading, a statement 'freight paid' or 'freight pre-paid' (if this is true). On a non-liner bill of lading, the place where freight is to be paid (if not pre-paid), or freight collect' or freight payable as per charterparty'. The amount to be paid may also be stated. 

	What additional remarks should a bill of lading contain if cargo has been shipped on deck? 
	The statement 'shipped on deck at shipper's risk' should appear on the face of the bill of lading. 

	What is a liner bill of lading? 
	One used in the liner trades. Typically, the carrier's standard terms and conditions will be printed in very small print on the back. 

	What is a charterparty bill of lading? 
	One used when the ship is on a voyage charter. In this case the terms and conditions of the relevant charterparty are deemed to be incorporated into the bill of lading terms, as should be stated on the bill. 

	What is a tanker bill of lading? 
	One used in the tanker trades. It will usually be a form of charterparty bill. 

	What is a freight forwarder's bill of lading? 
	One issued by a freight forwarder to his client where the forwarder is acting as arranging the shipment. 

	What is a combined transport bill of lading? 
	One used for a multimodal shipment, i. e. where the goods are travelling by various forms of transport (e. g. road, rail, barge and ship) under one bill. 

	What is an original bill of lading? 
	One forming part of the set of signed bills, any one of which must be surrendered to the carrier at the discharge port in order to claim delivery of the goods. The most common number of originals in a set is probably three, although sets of two are also common, and a few shipments go under just one original bill. 

	What is a copy bill of lading? 
	A bill of lading which is issued along with the originals for some purpose other than that of claiming delivery of the goods. It may be a captain's copy or an office filing copy. Typically, several copy bills will be issued for each consigment. 

	What is a received bill of lading? 
	One issued by the carrier when he has received the goods into his care, typically at a freight depot, but before loading onto the ship. 

	What is a shipped bill of lading? 
	One issued when the goods have been loaded on board the ship. It may alternatively be called an on-board or ocean bill of lading. 

	What is a clean bill of lading? 
	One which bears no remark altering the printed statement 'Shipped in apparent good order and condition.... ' Letters of credit - and banks -generally demand production of only clean bills of lading, which may cause problems when goods are loaded which require clausing of the bill. 

	What is a dirty bill of lading? 
	One claused with remarks about the defective order or condition, or shortage, of the goods loaded. It may alternatively be called a foul bill. 

	What is an accomplished bill of lading? 
	One of the set of original bills of lading which has been surrendered to the carrier's agent (or to the ship's master) at the discharge port and stamped 'accomplished', any freight and charges due having been paid, leaving the consignee or his receiver free to take delivery of the goods. The other bills in the set will then stand void, i. e. they will be of no value even if produced. 

	Why are some bills of lading made out to order' instead of bearing a particular consignee's name? 
	To enable title in the goods to be transferred to a third party, e. g. A bank in the case of a letter of credit sale or an alternative buyer where the goods are to be sold in transit, (some bulk cargoes may be sold many times during a voyage. ) Title is passed by the present title holder stamping the back of the bill of lading 'deliver to the order of..... ' and writing the transferee's name. This cannot be done if, in the space on the front for details of the consignee, a particular party's name and 
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	address is inserted, or is inserted without the additional words '... or to his order. ' 

	What is the significance of remarks on a bill of lading such as 'shipper's load and count', 'said to weigh.... ' or 'weight unknown'? 
	Under the Hague and Hague-Visby Rules the carrier, master or agent need not insert any inaccurate statements on the bill of lading or give any details which he cannot reasonably check. Where it is impossible for the carrier, ship or agent to ascertain the quantity and condition of the goods (e. g. with containerised cargo and some bulk cargoes) it is advisable to insert a remark to this effect, as in the question. If a suitable remark is not inserted, the carrier may be held liable, when the bill of lading has passed to a third party, for any difference in weights found on discharge. 

	Why is it important for the number of signed original bills of lading to be shown? 
	To reduce the risk of fraud, bills of lading may have to be recalled for amendment or re-issue. 

	Whose signature should be on a bill of lading? 
	The carrier's, the master's, the carrier's agent's, or any of these, depending on what is required in the proper space at the foot of the bill of lading. 

	How may a bill of lading function as document of title? 
	By being a negotiable bill of lading, i. e. one of the set of 'originals', made out to order'. This enables the bill of lading representing the goods to be passed to a bank or an alternative buyer (perhaps in a chain of buyers) simply by the present title-holder writing the name of the next title-holder (the transferee) on the back of the bill of lading. A negotiable bill of lading is similar to a cloakroom ticket: whoever has possession of it can claim the goods. 

	What will prevent a bill of lading from being a negotiable document of title? 
	Having a particular consignee's name inserted on its face, i. e. not being made out to order', bills of lading which are not made out to order' will have a particular consignee's name inserted and are therefore not negotiable to a third party, e. g. a bank or a second buyer of the goods. They are therefore similar to a crossed cheque. Copy bills of lading are not negotiable. 

	If a bill of lading is issued in accordance with the terms of a charterparty, what statement would you expect to see on the bill of lading? 
	All terms, conditions and exceptions of the charterparty dated (place and date inserted), including the choice of law clause and arbitration clause, shall be deemed to be incorporated herein'. 

	With reference to the last question, which document will be the contract of carriage? 
	The charterparty. Any third party to whom the bill of lading is transferred may determine what the carrier's terms, etc. are by inspecting the charterparty. 

	With reference to the last question, what functions will the bill of lading have in that case? 
	(1 ) A receipt for goods (and perhaps freight); and (2) evidence of a contract. 

	Letters of indemnity connected with bill of lading 

	In what circumstances might a Letter of Indemnity be offered to the ship or carrier in connection with a bill of lading? 
	(1 ) Against issue of a 'clean' bill of lading when cargo is shipped that is not in 'apparent good order and condition'; and (2) when goods are being claimed at the discharge port without surrender of one of the set of 'original' bills of lading. 

	In which of the two circumstances in the last answer should you never accept an offered Letter of Indemnity? 
	The first: to do so could be a fraud, i. e. a criminal act, against the banks involved as well as the consignee. 

	Why would a shipper want a clean bill of lading when a clean bill of lading is not justified? 
	To enable him to comply with the terms of a letter of credit which requires him to tender a full set of 'clean on-board ocean bills of lading' to a bank in order to be paid the invoice price of the goods. 

	SEA WAYBILL (W/B) 

	What is a sea waybill? 
	A non-negotiable document, otherwise similar in functions to a bill of lading, which is often used in preference to a bill of lading where this is permitted. It is not a document of title and can not, therefore, be used to transfer title in the goods to a third party. It may travel with the goods on the ship and does not need to arrive ahead of the goods for the receiver to claim the goods. It is often used where there is trust between the buyer and seller, and is preferred to a bill of lading in trades where bills of lading often lag behind the cargo (e. g. short-sea trades), and where there is no contractual requirement for bills of lading (e. g. in a sale not involving a letter of credit). 

	Can a sea waybill be required under the terms of a letter of credit sale? 
	Yes, as long as both parties to the sale of the goods agree to its use. Usually, however, Letters of Credit stipulate bills of lading. 

	What statement normally appears in the title of a sea waybill? 
	The words 'Non-negotiable sea waybill'. 

	Why does a sea waybill not need to be issued in a 'set' of, say, three like a bill of lading? 
	Because it is not a negotiable document and is therefore less likely to be used for fraudulent purposes than a bill of lading. Two copies of the sea waybill do not need to be sent to the consignee. 
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	HAGUE, HAGUE-VISBY and HAMBURG RULES 

	What are the Hague Rules, the Hague-Visby Rules and the Hamburg Rules? 
	Internationally-agreed rules, drafted by lawyers, defining the basic contractual obligations, rights, liabilities and immunities of sea carriers and cargo shippers where a bill of lading or sea waybill is issued. They are sometimes known as 'liability regimes'. 

	Which of these rules are generally used in sea carriage? 
	The Hague Rules and Hague-Visby Rules are incorporated into the national law of many states, but the Hamburg Rules are not widely used since they are less favourable to shipowners. For cover of cargo liabilities by his P&l club, a carrier must incorporate rules at least as favourable as the Hague Rules into his contracts of carriage with shippers. Liner and other bills of lading normally do this by inclusion of a Clause Paramount. 

	Application of Hague-Visby Rules 

	To which goods do the Hague-Visby Rules apply? 
	All goods shipped under bill of lading terms except for (1 ) live animals; and (2) cargo which is stated by the contract of carriage as being, and is actually carried on deck. 

	To which documents do the Hague-Visby Rules apply? 
	Every bill of lading relating to the carriage of goods between ports in two different states if: (1)the bill of lading is issued in a contracting state; or (2) the carriage is from a port in a contracting state; or (3) the contract contained in or evidenced by the bill of lading provides that the Hague-Visby Rules or the legislation of any state giving effect to them (e. g. the UK Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1971) are to govern the contract. Many states have legislation incorporating the Hague-Visby Rules into national law. Where no such national law applies, the Hague-Visby Rules may still apply to the carriage by agreement of the contracting parties. 

	Carrier's obligations under Hague-Visby Rules 

	In a nutshell, what are the carrier's three basic obligations under the Hague-Visby Rules? 
	(1 ) To ensure the vessel's seaworthiness as far as reasonably possible; (2) to look after the cargo; and (3) to issue a bill of lading if the shipper wants one. 

	Where the Hague-Visby Rules apply, what are the carrier's obligations in respect of seaworthiness? 
	The carrier must, before and at the beginning of the voyage (i. e. up to the moment of sailing), exercise due diligence to: (1) make the ship seaworthy; (2) properly man, equip and supply the ship; and (3) make the holds, refrigerating and cool chambers, and all other parts of the ship in which goods are carried, fit and safe for their reception, carriage and preservation. (These requirements cover the 3 aspects of seaworthiness: technical seaworthiness, cargoworthiness and fittedness for the voyage. ) The vessel must be seaworthy only at the commencement of the voyage, which usually means when she leaves the berth, whether under her own motive power or with the aid of tugs. 

	What does 'exercise due diligence' mean? 
	Taking all reasonable precautions to see that the vessel is fit for the voyage contemplated. It could be argued that a shipowner who fails to check the qualifications of his ships' officers fails to exercise due diligence. The carrier is not obliged to give an absolute guarantee of seaworthiness. The carrier may delegate his duty to exercise of due diligence (e. g. to surveyors or repairers) but he will be responsible if they fail to exercise due diligence in carrying out their work. 

	Where the carrier must exercise due diligence to make the ship seaworthy, what does 'seaworthy' mean? 
	The hull must be in sound condition, the vessel must be mechanically sound, equipped with charts, etc., and crewed by a property trained crew. The holds must be fit and safe for the reception, carriage and preservation of the cargo and, in particular, the hatch covers must be tight and there must be no instability of the vessel through improper stowage. It has been held that the neglect to protect a water pipe in a hold from frost which could have been expected at the time of year showed lack of due diligence to make the vessel seaworthy. 

	What will be the legal effect of a failure by the carrier to show that he exercised due diligence, etc. ? 
	If a cargo owner can show that his loss was caused by a failure of the carrier to exercise due diligence to make the vessel seaworthy, the carrier will not be able to rely on any other clauses in the Hague-Visby Rules which reduce his liability (i. e. the exceptions to liability). 

	Where the Hague-Visby Rules apply, what are the carrier's obligations regarding looking after the cargo? 
	The carrier must 'property and carefully load, handle, stow, carry, keep, care for and discharge any goods carried'. Unlike seaworthiness, this duty extends throughout the voyage and implies greater care than 'due diligence'. The courts do not expect perfection from the carrier, but it 
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	has been held that stowage was improper where contamination of other goods occurred; there was inadequate or no ventilation; dry cargo was damaged by liquid goods; and vehicles were secured only by their own brakes. The carrier must have a sound system for looking after the cargo when stowed. He has a duty to use all reasonable means to ascertain the nature and characteristics of the cargo and to care for it accordingly, though the shipper should give special instructions where special care is required. (Where water in tractor radiators froze, it was held that the carrier should have been told of the risks. ) 

	Do the words 'properly and carefully' imply the same degree of care as exercising 'due diligence'? 
	No - a greater degree of care. 'Properly and carefully' caring, etc. for the cargo means looking after it with the greatest degree of care and attention, as if it were the carrier's own property. 

	Where the Hague-Visby Rules apply, what are the carrier's obligations regarding issue of a bill of lading? 
	On receiving goods into his charge, the carrier, the master or the carrier's agent, if the shipper demands, must issue a bill of lading to the shipper showing, amongst other things: all leading marks for identification of the goods, as stated by the shipper before loading (in his shipping note or boat note), provided these are visible on the goods or their coverings; either the number of packages or pieces, or the quantity, or weight, as stated by the shipper (in his shipping note or boat note); and the apparent order and condition of the goods. Any bill of lading thus issued will be prima facie evidence of receipt of the goods by the carrier as described, but proof to the contrary will not be admissable if the bill of lading is transferred to a third party acting in good faith. Any bill of lading issued after loading must be a 'shipped' bill of lading if the shipper demands, provided he surrenders any previously issued document of title (e. g. a 'received' bill of lading issued when the goods arrived at a warehouse or depot before shipment). 

	Carrier's rights and immunities under Hague-Visby Rules 

	In a nutshell, what three things do the carrier's rights and immunities under the Hague-Visby Rules concern? 
	(1 ) His exceptions to liability; (2) his right to deviate; and (3) his rights in respect of dangerous goods. 

	What exceptions to liability are granted to the carrier under the Hague-Visby Rules? 
	The carrier or ship will not be responsible for loss or damage arising from: act, neglect or default of the master, mariner, pilot, or the servants of the carrier in the navigation or management of the ship; fire, unless caused by actual fault or privity of the carrier; perils, dangers and accidents of the sea or other navigable waters; act of God; act of war; act of public enemies; arrest or restraint of princes, rulers or people, or seizure under legal process; quarantine regulations; act or omission of the shipper or owner of the goods, his agent or representatives; strikes, lockouts, stoppage or restraint of labour; riots and civil commotions; saving or attempting to safe life or property at sea; wastage in bulk or weight or any other loss or damage arising from inherent defect, quality or vice of the goods; insufficiency of packing; insufficiency or inadequacy of marks; latent defects not discoverable by due diligence; any other cause arising without the actual fault or privily of the carrier, or without the fault or neglect of the agents or servants of the carrier (but the burden of proof will be on the carrier to show that his fault or privity or the fault or neglect of his agents or servants did not contribute to the loss or damage). 

	Where the Hague-Visby Rules apply, what rights has the carrier regarding deviation? 
	Any deviation in saving or attempting to save life or property at sea, or any reasonable deviation, will not be an infringement or breach of the Hague-Visby Rules or of the contract of carriage, and the carrier will therefore not be liable for any resulting loss or damage. 

	Dangerous goods carried under Hague-Visby Rules 

	Where the Hague-Visby Rules apply, what rights does the carrier have regarding dangerous goods shipped? 
	Goods of an inflammable, explosive or dangerous nature, if not property marked, or if shipped without the knowledge or consent of the carrier, may be landed, destroyed, jettisoned or rendered innocuous at any time before discharge. Such goods, even when shipped with the carrier's knowledge and consent, may be dealt with in this way without liability to the carrier, should they become dangerous. 

	Live animals and ceck cargoes carried under Hague-Visby Rules 

	When are live animals excluded from cover by the Hague- Visby Rules ? 
	At all times. 

	What should a shipper of live animals or deck cargo state in his Shipping Note or Boat Note? 
	'For deck carriage'. 

	In what circumstances is deck cargo excluded from cover by the Hague-Visby Rules? 
	When there is a statement on the face of the bill of lading issued to the shipper that the goods are stowed on deck, and the goods are, in fact, stowed on deck. 


F-22
BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
	Why do deck cargoes warrant a special agreement between shipper and carrier? 
	Because of the special risks to which cargo stowed on deck are exposed. 

	Generally, at whose risk is a deck cargo carried? 
	At shipper's risk. 

	What must a shipper of cargo intended to be stowed on deck do where the carrier's normal contract terms incorporate the Hague-Visby Rules? 
	Make a special agreement with the carrier (I. e. a contract which will not be governed by the carrier's standard terms, conditions and exceptions). 

	What should be stated on a bill of lading issued to the shipper of deck cargo, and why should this statement be made? 
	'Shipped on deck at shipper's risk'. Any innocent transferee of the bill of lading acting in good faith (i. e. a third party obtaining title in the cargo by transfer of the bill of lading) will then know the risks attaching to the goods he is gaining title to. (It would not be fair to transfer a bill of lading in respect of deck cargo without declaring to the transferee that the goods to which he has obtained title are on deck and may therefore be exposed to sea water damage. ) 

	The Hague-Visby Rules will not normally cover cargo shipped on deck. Under what circumstances will the Hague-Visby Rules cover a deck cargo? 
	(1 ) If cargo which should have been stowed under deck is stowed on deck; or (2) if a bill of lading in respect of cargo which should have been shipped on deck does not clearly mention the deck carriage on its face. 

	What do the P&l clubs recommend owners do if they want to carry cargo on deck at their option? 
	To cover the deck cargo by an 'on deck' bill of lading expressly recording the deck stowage, and to insert (i. e. stamp) on the face of the bill of lading a clause disclaiming liability for loss or damage, howsoever caused. 

	What would be the consequences for the carrier if you stowed cargo on deck that should have gone under deck? 
	The deck carriage would be a fundamental breach of contract similar in gravity to an unlawful deviation. The carrier would have no defences to a claim for loss or damage, and he would not be indemnified by his P&l club. 

	You are loading a bus on deck, and an 'on deck' bill of lading will be issued in respect of it. Can you stow the bus anywhere you like on deck? 
	No - it may be a fundamental breach of the contract to stow cargo in an unsuitable place on deck. The place of stowage on deck is important. The bus should not be stowed in an exposed place, especially on the fore deck. 

	You are master in containerships operated by a company which does not normally clause its bills of lading for 'on deck' carriage. What should the company do in this case? 
	The company, as carrier, should incorporate a suitable liberty clause permitting on-deck stowage at the carrier's option. This is recommended by the P&l clubs even when the custom of the trade permits on-deck stowage, e. g. when closed containers are carried on purpose-built container ships. The purpose of these clauses (which are nevertheless ineffective in a few jurisdictions which don't follow the generally accepted principles of maritime law) is to ensure that the carrier has a contractual right to stow cargo on deck at his option. However, the clause must be used reasonably, and cannot be used to justify deck stowage for cargo which is unsuitable for deck stowage. 

	You are master of a coaster operated by a small company which does not issue bills of lading to shippers. The owner tells you to stow a piece of unprotected machinery on deck for a passage across the Irish Sea, even though it could easily be stowed under deck. Will your owners be breaching the contract of carriage? 
	Even when there is no express or implied agreement for under-deck stowage, it may well be a fundamental breach of the contract of carriage to stow cargo on deck which is not suitable for on-deck carriage. Goods are not suitable for deck carriage if they are not packed in such a way as to be protected from contact with sea water which could occur during the voyage and which, if it did occur, would inevitably or probably cause damage to the goods. For example, sensitive machinery transported in a flat or open-top container should not be carried on deck. 

	How does the law generally view the carriage of containerised cargo on deck on purpose-built containerships? 
	As being equivalent to underdeck carriage of goods. Container line bills of lading therefore usually give the carrier the option of stowing the cargo either on or under deck. 

	How does the law view the carriage of containerised cargo on deck on ships other than purpose-built containerships? 
	As the carriage of ordinary deck cargo. The bill of lading should therefore be property claused for deck stowage and/or a proper liberty clause should be inserted in it. 

	If deck cargo has to be jettisoned as a General Average act, what is the cargo owner's position under the York-Antwerp Rules? 
	Unless the cargo is carried on deck in accordance with a recognised custom of the trade, e. g. it is a timber deck cargo or containerised cargo, the cargo owner will have no claim under the York-Antwerp Rules to a General Average contribution from the other parties to the adventure. 

	What is the General Average position where deck cargo has been saved by a General Average act? 
	If deck cargo is saved by a General Average act (e. g. the refloating of a grounded ship), the owner of the deck cargo will be liable to make a General Average contribution along with other parties to the adventure who have benefited from the General Average act. carriers usually underline this by an express statement in their bills of lading. 

	What is the General Average position where the jettisoned cargo was wrongfully stowed on deck? 
	If the jettisoned deck cargo had been stowed on deck without the shipper's consent or knowledge, the shipowner, apart from being liable for breach of contract, will be totally liable to the goods owner. 
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	Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1971 (COGSA 71) 

	What is the main purpose of the UK Carriage of Goods by Sea Act 1971 (COGSA 71)? 
	To give legal effect in the UK to the Hague-Visby Rules, i. e. to make the Rules part of UK statute law. (Many countries have a similar law incorporating one or other of the 3 sets of rules into their national legislation. ) 

	When does COGSA 71 apply to a shipment? 
	Where the port of shipment is a port in the UK, whether or not the carriage is between ports in two different states. Where the cargo is shipped as part of a multi-modal operation (for which a 'combined transport or multi-modal bill of lading has been issued), COGSA 71 applies only to the seaborne part of the carriage. 

	How does COGSA 71 alter the carrier's obligations as to live animals and deck cargoes? 
	Although the Hague-Visby Rules as they stand alone do not apply to live animals or to deck cargo which is stated (on the face of the bill of lading) as being carried on deck and is so carried, COGSX\ 71 reverses this by stating that the rules will apply as if they did not exclude deck cargo and live animals. 

	Where COGSA 71 applies, what are the carrier's obligations as to seaworthiness of the ship? 
	There shall not be implied in any contract of carriage of goods by sea to which the Hague-Visby Rules apply under the Act any absolute undertaking (i. e. a guarantee) by the carrier to provide a seaworthy ship. However, the carrier still has the clear obligation to exercise, before and at the beginning of the voyage, due diligence to make the ship seaworthy, properly man, equip and supply her, and make her holds, refrigerating and cool chambers, and all other parts of the ship in which goods are carried, fit and safe for their reception, carriage and preservation. 

	DANGEROUS GOODS and MARINE POLLUTANTS 

	Identity of dangerous goods and marine pollutants 

	What are dangerous goods? 
	Goods classified in the IMDG Code or in any other IMO publication referred to in the Dangerous Goods and Marine Pollutants Regulations (e. g. the IBC Code and IGC Code) as dangerous for carriage by sea, and any other substance or article which the shipper has reasonable cause to believe might meet the criteria for such classification. They include residues in empty receptacles, empty tanks or cargo holds previously used for carrying dangerous goods unless cleaned, dried, purged, gas freed or ventilated as appropriate or, in the case of radioactive materials, have been both cleaned and adequately closed; and goods labelled, marked or declared as dangerous goods. They do not include ship's equipment or stores. 

	What is a marine pollutant? 
	A substance classified as such in the IMDG Code, or as a noxious liquid substance in the IBC Code, and any other substance, material or article that the shipper has reasonable cause to believe might meet the criteria for such classification. 

	Where would you find a list of all recognised marine pollutants, and how are they indicated in this list? 
	In the IMDG Code. They are indicated by the words 'MARINE POLLUTANT' and a symbol of a triangle containing a fish, with an overlaid cross. 

	How should a marine pollutant be marked on its packaging or container? 
	With a triangle symbol containing a fish, with an overlaid cross. 

	Dangerous Goods Document of Compliance 

	What document must be carried by certain UK ships intending to carry dangerous goods in packaged or dry bulk form? 
	A Document of Compliance with the Special Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous Goods, as described in MGN 36. 

	What does the dangerous goods Document of Compliance certify? 
	That the ship meets the fire protection requirements of SOLAS and the MS (Fire Protection: Large Ships) Regulations with respect to fittings and equipment. 

	Which UK ships require a dangerous goods Document of Compliance? 
	Passenger ships built on or after 1 September 1984; non-passenger ships of 500 GT or over built on or after 1 September 1984; and non-passenger ships of under 500 GT built on or after 1 February 1992 which are intended, or which have cargo spaces which are intended for the carriage of dangerous goods on international voyages. 

	Does a ship on a domestic voyage require a dangerous goods Document of Compliance? 
	Under Reg. 22 of the DG/MP Regulations, ships on non-international voyages may be issued with a DOC when fully compliant. 

	Your ship has had a survey for issue of a DOC. When can she start carrying dangerous goods? 
	Only after any additional equipment has been supplied in accordance with the Fire Protection Regulations, as determined by the MCA surveyor. The DOC will not be issued until this is done, and until then the ship cannot carry DGs. 

	Is a Document of Compliance required for all classes of dangerous goods? 
	No. It is not required for Classes 6. 2 and 7, or for the carriage of dangerous goods in Limited Quantities. Conditions are stipulated on the DOC for Class 9 only when solid DGs in bulk are carried. 
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	For how long is a dangerous goods Document of Compliance valid? 
	For a maximum of 5 years. 

	Your ship has a dangerous goods Document of Compliance without an expiry date. When should you obtain a new, 5-year DOC? 
	The operator of a non-passenger ship should seek renewal from the MCA no later than the expiry date of the Cargo Ship Safety Construction Certificate. In other cases the owner should seek a replacement DOC at a convenient survey, e. g. at renewal of the PSSC. 

	Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Declarations 

	What document would you expect to be presented by a shipper either to you as master or to the ship operator before packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants are loaded? 
	A Dangerous Goods Declaration or a Marine Pollutants Declaration, as appropriate. A combined declaration is allowed. The declaration can be made on a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note. 

	What is a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note? 
	A special Shipping Note for dangerous goods and marine pollutants which is commonly used in the liner and ro-ro trades. It replaces the Standard Shipping Note used for non-dangerous or -polluting goods. It should be presented by the shipper either to the carrier or the master, in return for which a bill of lading or sea waybill would normally be issued by the carrier. 

	What information should be shown on a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note relating to 'packaged goods' (e. g. a tank container of chemicals) ? 
	(1) Proper shipping name of the goods; (2) class and division where applicable; (3) UN Numbers where allocated by the IMDG Code, (4) packaging or packing group where relevant; (5) number and kind of packages; (6) total quantity of dangerous goods or net explosive mass of the contents; (7) the words MARINE POLLUTANT where appropriate; and (8) any other information required by the IMDG Code; (9) date of preparation of document; (10) name, status and company or organisation of signatory. A Packing Certificate must be signed by the person who stowed the goods in their packaging (e. g. container). 

	Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants list, manifest or stowage plan 

	After loading packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants, what must you, as master, ensure? 
	That a special dangerous goods/marine pollutants list, manifest or stowage plan is carried in the ship. This, and any additional special documents required for the acceptance of goods for carriage must be kept on board and available for reference or inspection until the goods have been discharged. 

	What must the dangerous goods list, manifest or stowage plan show? 
	This must set out details, obtained from the shipping documents submitted by the shipper, of the packaged goods on board including: (1) the correct technical name of the goods; (2) their classification in accordance with the IMDG Code; (3) their mass or volume; and (4) details of the stowage location in the ship. The information may be in one combined document relating to both dangerous goods and marine pollutants, or in separate lists. Combined lists must show clearly which goods are dangerous goods and which are marine pollutants. 

	Reporting Requirements Regulations 

	What do the Reporting Requirements Regulations require the operator and master of a ship carrying dangerous goods or marine pollutants to arrange before the ship departs from a port? 
	For a copy of the dangerous goods/marine pollutants list, manifest or stowage plan to be kept on shore. It is the duty of the operator to retain it there until the goods are discharged from the ship or for 6 months from loading, whichever is the shorter period. 

	To whom must the operator of a ship carrying packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants show the list, manifest or stowage plan left ashore? 
	Where the port of departure is in the UK, to any person or authority designated for this purpose by the MCA. Where the port of departure is not in the UK to the port state, on demand. 

	On a UK ship, where would you find the reporting requirements for UK ships carrying dangerous or polluting goods? 
	In MSN 1741, and (if carried), the Supplement to the IMDG Code. 

	What notification must a shipper make available to the ship operator or master before loading dangerous goods in bulk form? 
	Written notification of the nature of the goods, specifying: (1) their correct technical name; (2) their UN number, if any; (3) for any solid bulk dangerous goods, the classification as listed in the IMDG Code; and (4) for liquid dangerous goods with a flashpoint below 60°C (closed cup), the flashpoint. 

	What documentation relating to a bulk cargo of dangerous goods must you, as master, ensure is carried on board? 
	A specific list, manifest or stowage plan setting out the details, obtained from the shipping documents submitted by the shipper, of the dangerous goods or marine pollutants carried including: (1 ) the correct technical name of the goods; (2) their mass or volume; (3) where the dangerous goods are shown in Appendix B of the Bulk Cargoes Code, the classification as shown in the IMDG Code; and (4) the stowage location in the ship. The list, manifest or stowage plan and any additional special documents must be kept available for reference or inspection on board until the goods have been discharged. 
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	What do the Reporting Requirements Regulations require the operator and master to arrange before a ship departs from a port carrying dangerous goods or marine pollutants? 
	For a copy of the list, manifest or stowage plan to be kept on shore. It is the duty of the operator to retain it there until the goods are discharged from the ship or for 6 months from loading, whichever is the shorter period. 

	To whom must the operator of a ship carrying bulk dangerous goods show the list, manifest or stowage plan left ashore? 
	Where the port of departure is in the UK, to any person or authority designated for this purpose by the MCA; or where the port of departure is not in the UK, to the port state, on demand. 

	Where your ship is carrying dangerous goods in bulk, e. g. bulk liquid chemicals, must you, as master, carry any other documents in addition to the required list, manifest or stowage plan? 
	Yes, I must carry any additional special documents where required for dangerous goods or marine pollutants by the Bulk Cargoes Code, the BCH Code, the IBC Code, the IGC Code or the Gas Carrier Code. These might include a bulk coal Declaration by shipper, a Certificate of Test of a substance, a Certificate of Fitness, etc. 

	MFAG and EmS 

	What are MFAG and EmS, and where are they found? 
	Medical First Aid Guide and Emergency Schedules. They are in the Supplement to the IMDG Code. 
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Section G: Marine Insurance and General Average
	SHIPOWNERS' INSURANCE 

	Types of insurance and insurance markets 

	Does UK law require a shipowner to have insurance cover? 
	Apart from oil pollution liability insurance for ships carrying 2000 tonnes or more persistent oil as cargo, and employer's liability insurance for his crew, no - not at present. There is a possibility of third party marine insurance becoming mandatoryjn future under IMO plans. 

	What basic kinds of insurance cover does a UK shipowner usually require? 
	(1) Hull and machinery insurance; (2) P&l cover; and (3) employer's liability insurance. 

	How does a shipowner normally insure against his potential third party liabilities such as pollution claims and cargo claims? 
	By entering his ships with a P&l club. (The only 'third party' liability insured by Lloyd's or London insurance companies' underwriters is collision liability, but this is restricted to three-fourths of the liability, so the owner obtains cover for the remaining one-fourth from his P&l club. ) 

	How does a shipowner usually obtain hull and machinery insurance in the UK? 
	Through an insurance broker, from (1) underwriters at Lloyd's or (2) companies at the International Underwriting Association of London (IUA) or (3) a combination of both. 

	Does insurance have to be bought entirely in one market? 
	No. The insurance on a high-value vessel (or cargo) may be spread between several marine markets, including some abroad such as in New York, Hamburg or Tokyo. 

	What is P&l cover and where does the owner usually obtain it? 
	Basically it is third party liability insurance, obtained from one of a number of P&l clubs. 

	What cover would a shipowner normally obtain from a P&l club? 
	Cover for: liability for damage done by his ship to a third party's property; liability for other third party' risks, e. g. cargo claims, personal injuries, pollution, wreck removal costs, etc. (called 'P&l risks'); liability for oil pollution claims; loss of earnings from strikes; loss of earnings from operation of war risks; loss of freight. 

	Employer's liability insurance 

	What does UK law require employers to insure against in respect of their employees? 
	Liability for bodily injury or disease sustained by employees during the course of their employment. 

	Which UK employers of seafarers must comply with the law in the last question? 
	Employers not insuring for crew personal injuries, etc. with a P&l club. (Some shipowners do not enter their ships with a club. ) 

	INSURANCE LAW AND PRINCIPLES 

	UK marine insurance legislation 

	If a shipowner obtains insurance cover in the UK, which statute must his insurance conform with? 
	The Marine Insurance Act 1906. 

	Types of policy under Marine Insurance Act 1906 

	What two kinds of policy does the Marine Insurance Act 1906 recognise? 
	(1 ) Time policies, and (2) voyage policies. 

	What is a time policy? 
	A policy for a stated period of cover, like a motor policy. Most ships are insured on time policies with the cover commencing at 0000 hours on a particular date and ending at 0000 hours 12 months later, although the period of cover may be of any agreed duration. 

	What is a voyage policy? 
	A policy with cover from one place to another. This type of policy is used mainly for goods insurance, although some ships, e. g. on delivery or scrapping voyages, may be insured for a single voyage. 

	Marine adventure 

	The Marine Insurance Act 1906 refers to a 'marine adventure'. What is this? 
	Basically, a voyage. A 'marine adventure' occurs when a ship, cargo or 'other moveables' are exposed to maritime perils, i. e. are at sea or in port. 

	Insurance warranties 

	What is a warranty in insurance law? 
	A promise by the assured that something will or will not be done, or that some obligation will be fulfilled. The assured may be required, for example, to warrant that his ship will trade only within Institute Warranty Limits. (A car driver may be required to warrant that he will only use his car for 'social, domestic and pleasure' purposes. ) 

	What is the difference between the effect of breaching a warranty in marine insurance law and in carriage of goods law? 
	Whereas in carriage of goods law breach of warranty only allows the injured party to sue for damages, in insurance law breach of a warranty gives the insurer the right to regard the contract as discharged, i. e. it has the same effect as a breach of condition in carriage of goods law. 

	Principles Of Insurance 

	What are the three principles of insurance? 
	(1) Indemnity; (2) insurable interest; and (3) utmost good faith. 

	Indemnity 

	What is the meaning of 'indemnity'? 
	To indemnify is to make good a loss suffered, not by replacement of the 
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	subject matter lost, but by a financial payment, i. e. to compensate. 

	With respect to indemnity, how does the Marine Insurance Act 1906 define a contract of marine insurance? 
	As: 'a contract whereby the insurer undertakes to indemnify the assured, in the manner and to the extent thereby agreed, against marine losses, i. e. the losses incident to a marine adventure'. 

	How does an indemnity operate in non-marine insurance? 
	An indemnity is for the value of the subject matter insured at the time of its loss, i. e. the insurers will place the assured in the same financial position as he occupied immediately prior to his loss. That is why insurers will assess the value of a 'written off car before paying a claim. 

	How does an indemnity operate in marine Insurance? 
	Because of the difficulty of putting a value on ships at sea or on cargoes in transit, they are valued at the commencement of the risk, and the insurers use that value to determine the measure of indemnity they will give the assured. 

	What is the 'measure of indemnity' in marine insurance? 
	Where there is a total loss the measure of indemnity is 100% of the insured value. Where 50% of subject matter insured is destroyed, the measure of indemnity is 50% of the insured value, etc. 

	Insurable interest 

	What is meant by Insurable interest'? 
	Any assured must have some legal relationship to the subject matter insured, and must stand to benefit by its preservation or lose by its loss or damage. 

	What is to stop someone with a minor interest from taking out a big policy, in order to make money from a loss? 
	The insurable interest of an assured is limited to the amount which he actually stands to lose. The simplest form of insurable interest is ownership of the subject matter insured. 

	What examples can you give of Insurable interest'? 
	FOB, CIF and other contracts of sale define time of passing of risk (and of insurable interest) from seller to buyer. A carrier has an insurable interest in goods because of his liability to the goods owner. A shipper has an insurable interest in respect of any freight prepaid but not earned (e. g. if the vessel does not complete the voyage). The insurer of a subject-matter insured has an insurable interest in the risk he has written, allowing him to re-insure and spread the risk. 

	Do ship's masters and crew have an Insurable interest'? 
	Yes. Under the Marine Insurance Act 1906 the master or any member of the crew of a ship has an insurable interest in respect of his wages. 

	Utmost good faith 

	What is meant by 'utmost good faith'? 
	Basically, honesty in declaring the facts about the subject matter to be insured. The assured must disclose to the insurer, before the contract is concluded, every material circumstance which is known to the assured. 

	What examples can you give of 'utmost good faith'? 
	It would be dishonest for a shipowner, for example, not to disclose that his 20-year old vessel had just failed her 5th special survey and had been rejected by a disreputable classification society. If the assured fails to make such disclosure, the insurer may avoid the contract. 

	Doctrine of proximate cause 

	What is the 'doctrine of proximate cause'? 
	Subject to the provisions of the Marine Insurance Act 1906 and unless the policy otherwise provides, an insurer is liable for any loss 'proximately caused' by a peril insured against, but, subject to the same conditions, he is not liable for any loss not 'proximately caused' by a peril insured against. 

	Where there is a chain of events leading to a loss, which event is the 'proximate cause'? 
	The most dominant and effective cause, not the nearest cause in time. For example, if a ship is scuttled, the proximate cause is the act of scuttling, although the nearest cause in time is seawater entering the ship. An assured who scuttled his ship might claim that a 'peril of the seas' was the cause of his loss, but the insurer would not be liable, since scuttling is wilful misconduct of the assured. 

	LONDON HULL INSURANCE MARKET PRACTICE 

	London hull insurance markets 

	Where are the hull insurance markets in London? 
	The 'Lloyd's market', operating in the Lloyd's Building, and the 'Companies market' operating partly in the London Underwriting Centre (LUC) where companies belonging to the International Underwriting Association (IUA) have their offices. 

	The 'companies market' used to operate at the Institute of London Underwriters (ILU). What happened to that? 
	The ILU became the International Underwriting Association (IUA) in the late 1990s. 

	Obtaining hull insurance 

	Who can arrange insurance at Lloyd's? 
	Only a Lloyd's broker. Shipowners and other private individuals are not permitted to do business directly with Lloyd's underwriters. 

	What is an underwriter? 
	An individual who accepts and 'underwrites' a risk on behalf his syndicate (in the case of a Lloyd's underwriter) or company (in the case of an IUA underwriter). 
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	How does a broker go about obtaining hull and machinery insurance cover in London on behalf of a shipowner? 
	On instructions from the assured (the shipowner), the broker prepares a document called a 'slip' for presentation of details of the subject matter (the ship) to underwriters. The broker first takes the slip to an influential 'lead' underwriter, who, if he accepts the terms sought, stamps the slip, indicating on it the percentage of the risk which he is accepting on behalf of his (Lloyd's) syndicate or (IUA) company, and initialling or signing it The broker then approaches a succession of other underwriters, and in the same way obtains 'lines' from each of them, until the risk is 100% covered. The broker then prepares details of the cover on a cover note and sends this to the assured for his approval. If the assured approves the terms, a formal Lloyd's or Companies policy document is drawn up (depending on where the lead insurance was obtained) with the relevant Institute clauses attached (e. g. Institute Hull Clauses, Institute Strike Clauses, etc. ). 

	Cover under Lloyd's and Companies hull policies 

	What cover would hull and machinery insurance obtained in London normally give a shipowner? 
	Cover against: (1) actual total loss or constructive total loss of his ship's hull, machinery and equipment; (2) accidental (particular average) damage to his ship's hull, machinery and equipment; (3) three-fourths of his liability to owners of other vessels (or their cargoes) with which his ship collides (collision liability); (4) liability for general average charges; (5) liability for salvage charges. 

	Is it impossible to obtain more than three-fourths collision liability cover in London? 
	No. It is possible - for an added premium - to obtain four-fourths collision liability cover in London, but three-fourths cover is 'standard' in the London markets. It is meant to make shipowners 'more careful'. 

	If a shipowner is only covered for three-fourths of his collision liability, how does he protect himself against the other one-fourth liability? 
	By entering his ship with a P&l club offering collision liability cover (which most of the clubs do). (Protection from this risk was an original reason for the formation of 'protecting clubs' by groups of shipowners in the 19th century. ) 

	What clauses would probably be attached to a hull and machinery policy obtained in London? 
	(1) The Institute Time Clauses - Hulls (either the 1995 clauses or the still popular 1982 clauses) (or in a voyage policy, the Institute Voyage Clauses); (2) the Institute Strike Clauses; (3) the Institute War and Strikes Clauses (Hulls - Time) or (Hulls - Voyage); and (4) Institute Warranties. (The shipowner tells his broker what cover he requires, e. g. for 12 months, including cover against strikes and war risks, and the broker arranges for the appropriate clauses to be attached to the policy. ) 

	What perils is a shipowner insured against under a Lloyd's or Companies hull policy? 
	Loss or damage caused by: (1 ) perils of the seas, rivers, lakes or other navigable waters; (2) fire, explosion; (3) violent theft by persons from outside the vessel; (4) jettison; (5) piracy; (6) contact with land conveyance, dock or harbour equipment or installation; (7) earthquake, volcanic eruption or lightning; (8) accidents in loading, discharging or shifting cargo or fuel. The policy also covers loss or damage caused by: (9) bursting of boilers, breakage of shafts or any latent defect in the machinery or hull; (10) negligence of Master, Officers, Crew or Pilots; (11) negligence of repairers or charterers, provided such repairers or charterers are not an Assured under the Policy; (12) barratry of Master, Officers or Crew; and (13) contact with aircraft, helicopters or similar objects, or objects falling therefrom, provided that in these last 5 cases the loss or damage did not result from want of due diligence by the assured, owners, managers or superintendents, or any of their onshore management (e. g. port captains). 

	What losses are UK marine insurers not liable for under the Marine Insurance Act 1906? 
	(1 ) Any loss attributable to the wilful misconduct of an assured (although unless the policy otherwise provides, the underwriter is liable for any loss proximately caused by a peril insured against, even though the loss would not have occurred without the misconduct or negligence of master or crew). (2) Unless the policy otherwise provides, an insurer of a ship or goods is not liable for any loss proximately caused by delay, although the delay may be caused by a peril insured against, such as bad weather. (3) Unless the policy otherwise provides, an insurer is not liable for ordinary wear and tear, ordinary leakage and breakage, inherent vice or nature of the subject matter insured, or for any loss proximately caused by rats or vermin, or for any injury to machinery not proximately caused by marine perils. 

	What is a deductible in a hull and machinery policy, and how would it operate? 
	A deductible is a claim value or threshhold (e. g. $40, 000) which must be reached before any claim will be met by the insurer. It can also be thought of as a compulsory 'excess' which is deducted from every claim passing this platform. No claims arising from an insured peril are payable unless the aggregate of all such claims exceeds the deductible. In return, the shipowner's premium is reduced. The more claims the 
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	owner makes this year, the higher his deductible is likely to be in the next policy year. The deductible is not applied to a claim for total or constructive total loss. 

	What is a Sue and Labour Clause? 
	An insurance clause that provides that the assured has a duty to take all reasonable steps to avert or minimise any loss for which a claim would be payable under the policy. In return, most costs incurred in taking such steps are recoverable from the underwriters. It is not the same as General Average, as General Average is for the benefit of all parties to the adventure whereas Sue and Labour is for one party only, i. e. the assured. 

	Particular Average and Total Losses 

	What is the meaning of 'average' in the context of insurance? 
	A partial loss of property exposed to marine perils. 

	What are the various categories of marine insurance loss? 
	(1) Total Losses, which can be categorised as Actual Total Losses and Constructive Total Losses; and (2) Partial Losses, termed 'Average'. Average can be categorised as Particular Average and General Average. 

	What is Particular Average? 
	It can be defined as 'a fortuitous partial loss caused by a peril insured against'. Basically, 'PA is an accidental partial loss of insured property, e. g. damage to a ship's hull. The costs are claimed on the hull and machinery insurance policy. 

	What are the usual types of damage which are recovered from insurers as PA? 
	(1 ) Heavy weather damage; (2) grounding/stranding damage; (3) fire or explosion damage; (4) collision damage; (5) contact damage. 

	Where there was a fire in a cargo of fishmeal and it was extinguished by CO2, how would the loss be adjusted? 
	The claim for the fire-damaged cargo would be paid for as Particular Average, while the claim for damage done by the CQ? would be settled as General Average. 

	Who are the first people a shipowner should contact whenever his vessel has been involved in a casualty? 
	(1 ) His insurance broker, who will take steps to appoint a surveyor to attend on behalf of underwriters; and (2) an average adjuster, who will give the necessary assistance to protect the shipowner's position and will consider the position of other parties such as hull insurers, cargo interests, charterers, owners of the colliding vessel and salvors. 

	In what circumstances might a Constructive Total Loss be declared? 
	If, for example: (1 ) a ship was so badly damaged that the cost of repairs would exceed the value of the repaired vessel (e. g. in the case of an old single-hulled tanker); (2) a ship was ashore in a position from which it would be difficult to refloat her; or (3) a ship (and her cargo) was trapped in a war situation (e. g. as happened in the Shaft el Arab). 

	In what circumstances might an Actual Total Loss be declared? 
	When, for a ship or cargo is destroyed by fire; when a ship or cargo is sunk in water so deep that it would be technically impossible to recover. 

	Claims 

	If an insured loss occurred before a Lloyd's policy document had been drawn up and signed, would the underwriters be liable to pay a claim? 
	Yes. Under the code of ethics of the London market, once an underwriter has initialled or signed a slip, he is honour-bound to pay any claim on it, even though the policy is not yet drawn up. In any case, the Marine Insurance Act 1906 requires this. 

	What is the usual claims procedure following hull damage to a ship insured at Lloyd's? 
	The assured must contact his broker to initiate the claims process. Therefore, the shipowner's or manager's insurance department will immediately inform his broker, who will inform the lead underwriter at Lloyd's. He in turn will instruct a surveyor to ascertain and report the nature, cause and extent of damage. (In major casualty cases, the Salvage Association will be instructed. ) The broker then informs the lead underwriter (who originally set the terms and conditions of the risk) and Lloyd's Claims Office, which acts on behalf of following' underwriters. Once the validity of the claim has been checked and payment agreed, Lloyd's central accounting system ensures that the claim is paid directly to the broker's account and the accounts of the underwriting syndicates are duly debited. 

	P&l COVER 

	How do shipowners obtain cover against their third party' liabilities? 
	By entering their ships with a P&l club (properly called a P&l association). 

	What does P&l stand for? 
	Protection and Indemnity. 

	What are the main functions of a P&l club? 
	To insure member shipowners and operators against third party liabilities not covered by their hull and machinery policies, and to compensate members for claims against them. 

	What does 'Protection' mean in the term 'Protection and Indemnity'? 
	Protection from exposure to the one fourth of collision liability that London hull and machinery underwriters traditionally do not cover. 
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	What does 'Indemnity' mean in 'Protection and Indemnity'? 
	Compensation for sums paid out in claims against the shipowner, e. g. cargo claims and personal injury claims. 

	How do P&l dubs operate? 
	Each club is controlled by a committee of directors representing its shipowner members and is managed by a firm of 'managers' usually comprising insurance experts, maritime lawyers and experienced mariners. Each club operates on a non-profit-making basis, i. e. its income from 'calls' on members and investments must balance claims paid plus expenses. Large claims are examined by the directors at regular meetings before a payment is made to a member. 

	How many P&l clubs are there? 
	16 in the International Group of P&l dubs. 13 of these are British in origin, and there are two Norwegian clubs, one Swedish club, one Japanese club and one American club. Clubs operate in other countries also. 

	Is P&l cover compulsory for shipowners? 
	No, but most reputable owners enter their ships - sometimes as a fleet -with a club. Different ships in a company's fleet may be entered with different clubs. 

	In what circumstances might a shipowner lose his P&l club cover? 
	If he failed to keep to his club's rules; failure to keep his ship in a good condition or in class as required by his club's rules. 

	What is a deductible in a P&l club policy? 
	A compulsory 'excess' applied by the club, so that the owner has to pay the first part of any claim himself This is intended to make him more careful. (Deductibles are also applied in hull and machinery policies. ) 

	What is a call in the context of P&l? 
	A premium levied on a P&l club's members by the managers. Advance calls are levied at the start of the P&l year (Feb 20th). Later in the year, if claims have been heavier than expected, the managers will ask members for a supplementary call to 'balance the books'. Clubs aim to be accurate in their predictions of future claims so as not to burden owners with supplementary calls. 

	Who are P&l club correspondents, and what are their functions? 
	A worldwide network of representatives (not agents) which most P&l clubs retain. A club's correspondent in a port or country may be a firm of insurance specialists acting for more than one club, or a shipbroking or insurance company only occasionally handling P&l business. US correspondents are often law firms with maritime law practitioners. The club's correspondent attends members' vessels when requested by the master or agent in order to protect a member's interests, and will report any occurrence likely to result in a claim on the club to the club's managers. The correspondent will appoint surveyors to inspect damage, etc. and may be instructed by the club to offer a Letter of Undertaking in cases of possible liability. In most cases, e. g. where there has been pollution following a bunkering accident, or jetty damage caused by a ship, this will avert the need for a bond to be posted to avoid arrest. 

	How can the local correspondent of your ship's P&l club be useful to you as master? 
	By giving me advice in any situation which might result in the owners having to make a claim on the club, e. g. cargo problems, or anything covered by the club. Correspondents are there to protect the owners' interests and reduce their liabilities wherever possible, so they are, in a sense, the owners' right hand men. 

	What P&l club documents are you likely to carry on board your ship? 
	A Certificate of Entry for the ship; the club's Rule Book; the club's List of Correspondents; possibly a List of Ships entered with the club. Some clubs issue 'loss prevention' literature (bulletins, booklets, etc. ) for officers' guidance, as well as a club magazine. 

	What is the SCOPIC Clause? 
	The 'Special Compensation P&l Clause', a supplementary clause to the LOF95 contract that provides for an alternative method of assessing Special Compensation instead of the method under Article 14 of the 1989 Salvage Convention. SCOPIC is intended to create a simplified framework for Special Compensation to promote fast response to casualties, but at the same time reduce the potential for legal disputes. 

	CARGO INSURANCE 

	Which party obtains cargo insurance - the seller of the goods or the buyer? 
	Either the seller or the buyer of the goods, depending on the terms of sale. Under CIF terms, the insurance for the entire transit to the CIF destination must be arranged by the Seller; under FOB terms, insurance from the point of loading onwards is arranged by the buyer. 

	What kinds of cargo insurance cover are usually obtained? 
	A voyage policy is usually obtained for a one-off shipment. Regular shippers often buy an open cover. 

	What is an open cover? 
	A form of long-term cargo insurance contract covering all goods shipments forwarded by the assured (i. e. the seller or buyer) during the period of the open cover, which is usually 12 months. 

	How does an open cover operate? 
	The assured must declare all his shipments during the term of the open 
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	cover. There is no aggregate limit to the value of all shipments made, but a limit is set on the amount at risk in any one vessel, and often on the amount at risk in any one location. 

	Does a separate policy have to be written for each consignment of goods sent under an open cover? 
	No. Since a formal policy document for each shipment would take some time to draw up, the insurer allows the merchant to issue himself with a Certificate of Insurance 'off the open cover' for each consignment shipped. 

	How is cargo insurance usually arranged? 
	Either the seller of the goods or the buyer (depending on the terms of sale), or a freight forwarder on behalf of the party bearing responsibility for shipping arrangements, may buy cover directly from an insurance company offering marine goods transit insurance, or from underwriters in the London market, as for a ship. A basic policy document is drawn up with suitable clauses attached. The chief clauses attached to a cargo policy obtained in the London market are the Institute Cargo Clauses 'A', 'B' or 'C'. 

	What cover does cargo insurance arranged in the UK usually provide? 
	Institute Cargo Clauses 'C' give basic cover against major casualties as well as General Average sacrifice and jettison. Theft is not covered. The 'B' Clauses extend the 'C' cover to include earthquake, volcanic eruption, lightning, washing overboard, entry of sea into the vessel, total loss of packages lost overboard during loading or unloading. Theft is still not covered. The 'A' Clauses give cover 'Against All Risks of loss of or damage to the subject matter insured', making the policy almost fully comprehensive'. However, ordinary leakage, ordinary loss in weight or volume, ordinary wear and tear, inherent vice, and delay are excluded. The Institute Strikes Clauses are also added to the policy. 

	Does a cargo owner's insurance policy cover him for his liability to pay General Average and salvage charges? 
	Yes, if he obtains insurance in the London market with the Institute Cargo Clauses attached. 

	If goods are insured by a seller (e. g. under CIF sale terms), and are damaged in transit, how is it possible for a claim to be made on the insurance? 
	When the shipping and insurance documents are passed to the buyer, the risk (of loss or damage) is transferred to him. The policy is said to be assigned to the buyer, enabling him to make a claim on it. The buyer can ascertain the place where claims are to be made from the Certificate of Insurance. On a Lloyd's policy, for example, claims may be payable by Lloyd's Agent at the discharge port. 

	GENERAL AVERAGE 

	What is the purpose of General Average? 
	To ensure that the owner of a ship or cargo who has incurred an expenditure or suffered a sacrifice of his property in order to extricate the ship (and consequently the cargo) from a perilous position receives a contribution to his loss from all those who have benefited from the action. 

	How could you sum up the basic principle of General Average? 
	In the expression, that which has been sacrificed for the benefit of all shall be made good by the contribution of all. ' 

	What is a General Average loss? 
	A partial loss incurred through a deliberate act performed with the intention of protecting all the interests involved in a voyage from a danger which threatens them all. 

	How are General Average losses paid for? 
	They are equitably shared by all the parties to the 'common adventure' (i. e. the voyage), each contributing in proportion to his percentage of the total values involved (e. g. ship + cargo + freight at risk). 

	Who would normally be the parties to a 'common adventure'? 
	The shipowner; the cargo owners (however many); the owners of the bunker fuel (who may be time charterers); the recipient of the freight at risk (usually the shipowners or time charterers). Where cargo is owned by more than one party, each cargo owner is treated as a separate interest and bears his own share of any General Average loss, no matter how small. 

	How is a time charterer's interest in a common adventure determined? 
	By the value of his bunkers remaining on board at the termination of the voyage, plus any freight at risk. (Where the time charterer owns the cargo there may not be any freight at risk. ) 

	Can there be General Average where a ship is in ballast? 
	If there is no party with property at risk other than the shipowner, no, since there is no 'common adventure'. Where a ship is chartered, however, there may be charterers' property at risk. In the case of a containership carrying empty containers, the owners of the containers are parties to the common adventure, so there can be General Average. 

	On what basis do the parties to a common adventure contribute to General Average? 
	All the property at risk in the common adventure at the time of the incident giving rise to the General Average act, and saved by that act, must contribute to the General Average according to its value to its sound market value at the termination of the adventure. There must be equality of contribution between the owner of property sacrificed and 


BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
G-7
	 
	the owner of property saved, so that no interest profits by his sacrifice. 

	What forms can General Average take? 
	General Average acts, sacrifices, and expenditure. A General Average Act is, for example, the act of refloating a stranded ship. A General Average Sacrifice might be cargo jettisoned to assist the refloating. General Average Expenditure might be the salvor's reward. 

	Under what rules is General Average usually adjusted? 
	The York-Antwerp Rules, the latest edition of which are dated 1994. Some charterparties and Bills of Lading contain a General Average Clause specifying that General Average will be adjusted according to the York-Antwerp Rules 1990, or even the York-Antwerp Rules 1974, so the 1994 rules can not always be used in adjustments. The adjuster has to go by whatever was agreed in the contract of carriage. 

	Could General Average be adjusted under any rules other than the York-Antwerp Rules? 
	Yes, depending on what was stated in the contract of carriage. Unless the contract stipulates the York-Antwerp Rules, adjustment may have to be made under the rules applicable in the country where the voyage is terminated, which may be somewhat different. 

	Under the York-Antwerp Rules, what are the necessary elements for a loss to be regarded as General Average? 
	(1 ) The sacrifice or expenditure must be extraordinary. (2) The sacrifice or expenditure must be reasonable. (3) The act must be intentional or voluntary, and not inevitable. (4) There must be a peril. (5) The action taken must be for the common safety and not merely for the safety of part of the property involved. 

	What is meant by 'extraordinary sacrifice or expenditure'? 
	Ordinary losses and expenses incurred by a shipowner in running his ship and carrying cargoes are not allowed in General Average. For example, damage done in overworking a ship's engines while afloat, trying to prevent grounding, is considered 'ordinary', whereas damage done to engines overworked when aground, in attempting to refloat, would qualify in General Average, since this is an 'extraordinary' act. 

	What is meant by 'reasonable sacrifice or expenditure'? 
	The sacrifice or expenditure must be reasonable. Jettisoning enough, but no more, of a deck cargo of timber to refloat a grounded ship would be 'reasonable'. Jettisoning the entire deck cargo would not be reasonable. 

	What is meant by 'intentional or voluntary act"? 
	Beaching a leaking ship (i. e. voluntary stranding) to prevent her foundering will generally be allowed as General Average, as this is intentional and voluntary. Costs of repairs to the damage causing the leak, if caused by an insured peril, would qualify in Particular Average, not General Average. Refloating an accidentally grounded ship could be a General Average act, since the act of refloating is intentional. 

	What is meant by 'peril' in the context of General Average? 
	A danger. The peril must be real and substantial, but it need not be imminent. The distinction between action taken for the common safety in time of peril and a measure which, however reasonable, is purely precautionary, is a very fine one. A ship drifting without engine power in mid-ocean would certainly be 'in peril' under the York-Antwerp Rules (which govern the assessment of most general average cases), even though the weather might be calm at the time and there was no immediate threat. Sooner or later, ship and cargo would come to grief one way or another, so the cost of a tow to safety would therefore qualify in General Average. Where the master of a perfectly sound ship prudently decides to run for shelter from an approaching storm, there is no General Average act, since the measure is purely a precaution of a prudent seaman. 

	What is meant by 'action for the common safety'? 
	Action to avoid a loss due to a peril which threatens the interests of all the parties to a common adventure. For example, say refrigerating machinery of a reefer vessel breaks down during a loaded voyage through tropical waters, making it imperative to put into port for repairs. The threat of loss in this case is limited to the cargo and perhaps the freight. As far as the ship itself is concerned the voyage could quite safely continue, so deviation to a repair port would not be a General Average act. Where a fishmeal cargo was on fire, however, deviation would almost certainly qualify as a General Average act. Deviation to a port of refuge is only allowed in General Average where to do otherwise would imperil the ship, cargo and freight. 

	What actions might qualify as General Average acts? 
	Acts such as: (1 ) taking a tow to a port of refuge after a major machinery failure; (2) jettisoning or discharging cargo to aid refloating after stranding; (3) extinguishing a fire; (4) wetting previously undamaged cargo while extinguishing a fire; (5) beaching a ship (i. e. voluntary stranding) to avoid foundering; (6) putting into a port of refuge during a loaded voyage due to fire, shifting of cargo, collision, grounding, leakage, etc.; (7) putting into a port of refuge to effect essential hull or machinery repairs. 

	What sacrifices might qualify as General Average sacrifices? 
	For example, damaging engine, propeller or hull durring refloating operations; jettison of cargo from underdeck; jettison of cargo carried on deck by a recognised custom of the trade; slipping an anchor and cable to avoid a collision.
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	What outlays might qualify as General Average expenditure? 
	For example: costs of hiring a tug to refloat a stranded ship with cargo onboard; cost of discharging cargo in order to refloat a stranded ship or to carry out repairs at a port of refuge; salvage costs; agency fees at a port of refuge; surveyors' fees; warehousing charges; port charges; master's and crew's wages while a ship is being repaired; and Average Adjuster's fee. 

	When does General Average commence? 
	When General Average is declared after the 'adventure is terminated', i. e. on completion of discharge at the port of destination after a General Average act. If the voyage is abandoned at an intermediate port (perhaps the port of refuge), then the adventure terminates at that port. 

	Who usually declares General Average? 
	The shipowner, since he is the party to the common adventure closest to the action', but legally it may be any party to the common adventure. The master could declare General Average on the shipowner's behalf. 

	How, and where, should General Average be declared? 
	Formally, and in compliance with local law and custom, before delivery of cargo to receivers at the destination port, following the General Average act. The owners or port agent should be able to advise on local procedure. 

	What steps should the shipowner take after declaring General Average? 
	He should call in an Average Adjuster and get his advice, which would normally be to obtain Average Bonds and Guarantees on all sound cargo being discharged after the General Average act, and to accumulate evidence required for the adjustment. The adjuster will make an estimate of the total value of the loss or damage and advise the shipowner of the rate of contribution required from each party. 

	Does the shipowner have a lien for General Average contributions? 
	Yes, he has a common law lien on cargo in his possession for its contribution to a General Average. However, because General Average contributions take many months to be assessed, it is not normal for the shipowner to exercise his lien on cargo for the full contribution. Instead, he exercises the lien on some form of security pending the final adjustment. This takes the form of Average Bonds and Guarantees. 

	What is an Average Bond? 
	A signed undertaking given by cargo owners stating that, in return for delivery to them or to their order of the goods noted in the bond, they agree to pay the proper proportion of any General Average (and salvage) charges which may thereafter be ascertained to be due from the goods. Lloyd's Average Bond form (LAB77) is normally used. 

	What is an Average Guarantee? 
	A cargo underwriter's signed guarantee, given in consideration of delivery of the goods to their consignees without collection of a General Average deposit. 

	Who should collect General Average Bonds and Guarantees? 
	The master, or the ship's agent on his behalf. (In practice, it will normally be the agent. ) 

	Is any other form of General Average security acceptable? 
	Yes, a General Average Deposit (in cash). Deposits might not be so easy to collect, however, than Bonds and Guarantees. 

	What should be given to cargo owners in return for their Deposits? 
	A General Average Deposit Receipt, but never in duplicate. 

	What happens aflfer General Average Bonds, Guarantees and Deposits are collected? 
	Cargo is delivered to the receivers, or to their order. 

	Is a port of refuge the same as a port of repair? 
	Not necessarily. A vessel may have to proceed from the port of refuge to a repair port. In this case, additional insurance would be required, and the insurers' surveyor, probably from the Salvage Association, and possibly a class surveyor, would normally attend the vessel before she departed for the repair port. 

	INSURANCE-RELATED ORGANISATIONS 

	Lloyd's Agents and International Underwriting Association (IUA) Agents 

	What are the functions of a Lloyd's Agent? 
	(1 ) To pass to the Lloyd's market information of value to underwriters (i. e. to act as 'eyes and ears' of the market); (2) to carry out surveys of cargo and vessel damage (e. g. damage discovered on discharge or on opening a container at its destination); (3) to settle small claims locally on behalf of Lloyd's underwriters. (Parallel functions apply to IUA Agents. ) 

	What kind of enterprises are Lloyd's Agents? 
	Usually a company or firm of port agents, loss adjusters, brokers, merchants, etc. closely involved with shipping. 

	What kind of information is passed to Lloyd's by Lloyd's Agents? 
	Information on: shipping movements at the port; casualties; local port conditions (e. g. congestion, strikes); local weather conditions (e. g. hurricanes, floods); arrests and detainment of ships, etc. 

	Does the IUA also appoint agents? 
	Yes, in many cases the same firms act as Lloyd's Agents and IUA Agents. 
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	Salvage Association (SA) 

	What is the Salvage Association? 
	The world's leading organisation of marine casualty and investigative surveyors. It has its head office in London and 29 exclusive offices in the shiprepair centres of the world. It was established in 1856 to serve underwriters as well as shipping and cargo interests. 

	Who does the Salvage Association accept instructions from? 
	Chiefly from underwriters worldwide, but also from shipowners, cargo owners, P&l clubs and various other parties involved in maritime trade. Occasionally the SA's instructions come from an Average Adjuster acting in the 'general interest' (for all parties in the common adventure) following a casualty. 

	Who are the Salvage Association's surveyors? 
	Mostly highly qualified marine engineers, with a smaller number of naval architects and a few former deck officers. They have a good reputation for high integrity and impartiality in carrying out their surveys. 

	What are the main operations of the Salvage Association? 
	(1) Casualty surveys of ships or cargoes; and (2) risk assessment surveys (or "warranty surveys'). 

	What sort of things are the SA's warranty surveys concerned with? 
	Approval, for example, of the transportation arrangements for large or awkward cargoes such as project cargoes and heavy lifts; approval of tows of ships, floating docks, etc. For these kinds of risks underwriters generally impose a warranty that requires the transportation arrangements to be approved by the SA. If the SA surveyor assesses the risks as being too great, insurance cover may be refused. 

	In a casualty survey involving a ship, what are the usual functions of the SA surveyor? 
	(1 ) To carry out the survey (of ship or cargo) on the instructions of the principal; (2) to advise on the most efficient/cost effective methods of salvaging and repairing the damaged property; (3) to liaise with owners and salvors during salvage operations. 

	A ship is brought to a port of refuge in a damaged condition, and an SA surveyor and a class surveyor attend and carry out damage surveys. Which surveyor will be instrumental in deciding where (i. e. at which yard) the ship will be repaired? 
	The SA surveyor (in consultation with the owners' superintendent). The SA's job is to minimise the claim on the insurer, and to authorise the repairs that the insurer will pay for. The classification society's job is to say what repairs will be necessary to return the ship to class (which is a condition of the insurance), and to see that the repair work done meets this requirement. 

	In what ways can an SA surveyor help to minimise fraud? 
	An owner might make exaggerated claims on his insurance, or inflate the costs of repair, or seek to bring the cause of a loss within the terms of the insurance policy instead of bearing it himself as maintenance. (This latter practice is particularly relevant with the increasing age of the world fleet. ) SA surveyors can detect false repair bills, signs of scuttling or arson. 

	Where can you find out more about the work of the Salvage Association? 
	At the SA's website: www. wreckage. org 
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Section H: At Sea
	THE VOYAGE 

	Prohibited or restricted sea areas 

	In what sea areas are UK merchant ships subject to entry restrictions provided for under UK statute law? 
	In: (1 ) the Antarctic area (south of 60°S); and (2) safety zones around oil installations. (British Antarctic Survey Polar supply vessels hold Antarctic entry permits issued by the Governor of the Falkland Islands. ) 

	Under what conditions is a UK ship permitted under statute law to enter the Antarctic area? 
	If: (1 ) it has sufficient capacity for the retention on board of all garbage while operating in the area; and (2) it has made arrangements for the discharge of retained garbage at a reception facility after it leaving the area. 

	What parties other than the MCA might impose limits on the trading area of a ship? 
	(1 ) The ship's classification society; and (2) the hull and machinery insurers. 

	What would the effect be of breaching any plying limits imposed by the MCA as a condition of issue of Safety Certificates? 
	Invalidating the certificates. This would have the knock-on effects of (1) rendering the ship unseaworthy, and therefore (2) out of class and (3) uninsured when she next attempted to go to sea. 

	What are the worldwide trading limits often imposed by London insurers? 
	The Institute Warranty Limits, which prohibit ships insured on standard terms from entering the extreme northern and southern latitudes and other ice-prone areas of the world such as the Atlantic coast of North America, the Great Lakes, Greenland waters, Baltic Sea, Bering Sea and northern Far East waters. Any voyage beyond these limits would require the arrangement of amended insurance terms. 

	Deep sea pilotage 

	Which bodies are authorised in the UK as being competent to grant deep sea pilot certificates? 
	(1 ) Trinity House (properly called the Corporation of Trinity House, based in London); (2) Hull Trinity House; Newcastle upon Tyne Trinity House. They are listed in MGN 55. 

	Which other EC States authorise deep sea pilots and issue certificates? 
	Belgium, France, Germany and the Netherlands. The authorising bodies for each country are listed in MGN 55. 

	Do the deep-sea pilot authorising bodies also provide deep-sea pilotage services? 
	No, they only authorise pilots. Deep sea pilotage services are provided on a commercial basis by various organisations, but any deep-sea pilot employed by them must be authorised by one of the bodies listed in MGN 55. 

	Where would you find a list of providers of deep sea pilotage services? 
	In Admiralty List of Radio Signals, Volume 6. This list should be kept up to date from weekly NTMs. 

	How would you go about obtaining the services of a deep sea pilot in the English Channel for a voyage through the Skaggerak? 
	I would check ALRS Vol. 6 for a current list of deep sea pilotage providers, and contact the most appropriate one for my ship's route. (I might arrange to pick him up at Brixham, for example, or Cherbourg. ) When the pilot boards I would check his credentials against the list of bodies in MGN 55. He should be carrying a card similar to the one shown in the MGN, in compliance with an IMO Resolution. 

	Bridge Procedures Guide 

	Is the Bridge Procedures Guide a statutory or mandatory document? 
	No, but since it contains much valuable information for masters, adherence to it is recommended by the P&l clubs. 

	Master's Standing Orders 

	What does the Bridge Procedures Guide recommend concerning Master's Standing Orders? 
	It states that, with reference to bridge organisation, 'clearly defined procedures laid down in company instructions and/or master's standing orders are essential. ' 

	You are to be the first master of a newbuilding feeder container ship. What matters would you cover when writing your Master's Standing Orders? 
	At sea: (1) adherence to Collision Regulations; (2) general bridge procedures; (3) use of engine controls, whistle, navaids, charts; radio equipment; (4) checks on course, position, compass error, navaid errors; (5) keeping of logs and records; (6) conduct required in restricted visibility; (7) procedures when at anchor; (8) watch ratings' duties; (9) circumstances in which to call the Master. In or approaching port: (1) OOW duties when under pilotage; (2) preparations for anchoring; (3) rigging of access equipment; (4) watchmen's duties; (5) bunkering procedures; (6) rules re- visitors to the ship; (7) preparations for departure. 

	Master's Discretion Regulations 

	You are on time charter, steaming through the Philippine islands in a loaded UK-flag bulk carrier. The charterer's supercargo urges you, as master, to take a short cut which will save several hours' steaming. You believe it is too shallow for safety. What would be your response if he threatens to have you replaced? 
	I would remind him that under the Master's Discretion Regulations 1997 (which give effect to a SOMS regulation) the owner, charterer or manager of a UK ship, or any other person, must not prevent or restrict the master of a ship from taking or executing any decision which, in the master's professional judgement, is necessary for the safe navigation of the ship. 

	In what other situations might the Master's Discretion Regulations apply? 
	(1 ) When a ship owner or operator unduly pressures the master of a ship navigating in fog to increase speed against the master's better judgement in order to berth by a particular time; (2) when a ship 
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	operator unduly pressures the master of a ship to sail when the master considers it imprudent to do so on account of a factor related to safe navigation, e. g. a bad weather forecast, or defective navigational aids; (3) when a ship owner or operator orders the master to continue to attempt to save his ship, e. g. from grounding, without external assistance. (There may be many other situations. ) 

	What is the penalty on anyone (such as an owner or charterer) contravening the Master's Discretion Regulations? 
	On summary conviction, a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum, and on conviction on indictment, imprisonment for a term not exceeding 2 years, or an unlimited fine, or both. 

	Deviation and barratry 

	Under what circumstances is a deviation from your customary route justifiable when on a voyage charter? 
	(1 ) A deviation made to save or attempt to save life (e. g. responding to a 'Mayday'; (2) a deviation made to avoid imminent danger (e. g. a TRS); (3) a deviation due to the default of the charterer, e. g. where I find the discharge port nominated by the charterer to be unsafe; (4) an involuntary deviation due to force majeure beyond my control; and (5) a deviation made to save property, e. g. for salvage purposes. 

	What kind of deviations by your ship when at sea would probably be regarded in law as unjustifiable? 
	(1 ) Taking a route which is not the custom of the trade, for purely private reasons; (2) putting in to an intermediate port or place for stores or provisions which are not essential to the safe completion of the voyage; (3) putting in for bunkers for a future voyage when there is no clause in the contract of carriage permitting it. 

	If, on a loaded voyage, you wanted to deviate to take bunkers which you don't need for this particular voyage, what should you first ensure? 
	That the P&l Bunker Deviation Clause is inserted in the contract (bill of lading or charterparty) clauses. 

	What are the possible consequences of deviating from your contracted voyage? 
	The owners (or carrier) would be deprived of all defences under the Hague or Hague-Visby Rules as well as common law, to liability for cargo loss, damage and delay, and would consequently be greatly exposed to claims. The owners would not necessarily lose their insurance cover if the deviation was not authorised by them, i. e. it was barratry. 

	What is barratry? 
	The Marine Insurance At 1906 defines it as 'every wrongful act wilfully committed by the Master or Crew to the prejudice of the owner, or, as the case maybe, the charterer'. It includes every kind of fraud and wrong deliberately committed by the master or crew with the intention of benefiting themselves at the expense of the shipowners, and any wilful act of the master or crew of illegality, corruption or criminal negligence, to the prejudice of the owners or charterers. Deviating from the proper course for private reasons, delaying the vessel's progress for private reasons, and using cargo as fuel might be held to be barratry. The Perils Clause in the Institute Time Clauses - Hulls covers an assured for the barratry of his masters and crew. 

	If it became necessary to deviate from the contracted voyage for some reason, what would you do? 
	I would report to owners so that they can arrange protective additional cover with their P&l club. 

	Offshore safety zones 

	As master of a cargo vessel on cross-North Sea voyages, what advice would you give to your deck officers about steaming close to oil and gas installations? 
	In general, keep well clear of all oil and gas installations. Those which project above the sea surface at any state of the tide, including those being constructed or dismantled, are protected by 500-metre safety zones around them. In general, all vessels are prohibited from entering safety zones, and entry by an unauthorised vessel makes the owner, master and others who have contributed to the offence liable to a fine or imprisonment or both. 

	Do the safety zone rules in the last answer also apply to offshore support vessels? 
	Support vessels servicing the installation concerned are allowed to enter but should only do so after consultation with the installation's OIM, to ensure that they don't endanger any other operations being carried out. OIMs may demand the modification or termination of any support vessel activity which they regard as hazardous. 

	Where would you find information on safety zones applying in the waters of foreign countries? 
	Notice No. 20 in the Annual Summary of Notices to Mariners and in M. 1290 (Offshore installations - observance of safety zones). 

	Collision Regulations 

	On a UK ship, where should you be able to find a copy of the Collision Regulations? 
	lnM. 1642/COLREG1. 

	Is it possible for a UK ship to be exempted from the Collision Regulations? 
	From parts of the Regulations, yes. The MCA may exempt any ship or description of ships from all or any of the provisions of the Collision Regulations which relate to the number, position, range or arc of visibility of lights or shapes, as well as to the disposition and characteristics of sound-signalling appliances if they are satisfied that compliance is either impractical or unreasonable.
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	What are the current penalties in the UK for breach of the Collision Regulations? 
	The owner, the master and any person for the time being responsible for the vessel's conduct (e. g. the OOW) will each be guilty of an offence punishable on conviction on indictment by a maximum 2 years' imprisonment and a fine. On summary conviction the penalties are: in the case of a breach of Rule 10(b)(i) (duty to proceed with traffic flow in lanes of separation schemes) a fine not exceeding £50, 000, and in any other case a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (i. e. £5000). 

	Is there any defence to a charge of a breach of the Collision Regulations? 
	Yes. It will be a defence for the person charged to show that he took all reasonable precautions to avoid committing the offence. 

	Traffic separation schemes and routeing systems 

	What are the differences between an IMO adopted and an unadopted traffic separation scheme? 
	IMO-approved schemes are 'adopted'. They come into force 6 months after adoption. Rules for navigation in these schemes are as per COLREG Rule 10. Unapproved schemes may lie totally in national waters and are unadopted. Rules for navigation in these schemes may differ from Rule 10. 

	In what publications is information published about traffic separation schemes? 
	COLREG Rule 10; Mariner's Handbook; Ship's Routeing; Routeing charts (e. g. 5500); Annual Summary of Notices to Mariners; Pilot books; Weekly Notices to Mariners. 

	Which publication contains a list of all traffic separation schemes, both adopted and unadopted? 
	Notice No. 17 in the Annual Summary of Notices to Mariners. Unadopted schemes are marked in the list with an asterisk. 

	How can you ensure that the list in the last question is up to date? 
	By correcting it from Weekly Notices to Mariners. 

	What is an adopted traffic separation scheme, and how does it become adopted? 
	One recognised by IMO. Before adopting a traffic separation scheme, IMO considers whether it meets IMO's design criteria, etc.. 

	What is an unadopted traffic separation scheme, and who makes the rules for the routeing of vessels using the scheme? 
	One not recognised by IMO. Where a traffic separation scheme lies wholly within national territorial waters, decisions concerning routeing lie with the coastal state government. The national rules may therefore differ from the international (IMO) rules. 

	Which traffic separation schemes does Rule 10 apply to? 
	Rule 10 prescribes conduct of vessels within or near traffic separation schemes which have been adopted by IMO. 

	Does Rule 10 apply in an unadopted traffic separation scheme? 
	No. 

	How would an infringement of the Collision Regulations in an adopted traffic separation scheme be dealt with? 
	By the flag state, in accordance with its regulations. For example, the master and/or owners of a UK ship contravening an adopted traffic separation scheme in the Arabian Gulf would be prosecuted by the DETR under the Merchant Shipping Acts. 

	How would an infringement of the Collision Regulations in an unadopted traffic separation scheme be dealt with? 
	By the port state in whose waters the scheme lies, in accordance with the laws of that state. 

	Where would you find the MCA's advice about conduct in traffic separation schemes? 
	MGN 28. 

	What other sources of information about traffic separation schemes are there? 
	Admiralty charts contain relevant information or a recommendation to consult Admiralty Sailing Directions for details. Annual Notice to Mariners No. 17 in the Annual Summary includes a complete list of all traffic separation schemes - both adopted and unadopted. Ships' Routeing contains full details of all IMO-adopted traffic separation schemes and how to use them. The Mariner's Handbook includes general information on routeing. Admiralty sailing directions ('pilot books') mention all traffic separation schemes shown on charts covered by the book, stating whether or not a scheme has been adopted. If not adopted, the regulations governing the scheme's use are stated. Admiralty Mariners' Routeing Guide Charts, e. g. Chart 5500: English Channel and Southern North Sea, are recommended as an additional reference for ships in certain waters. 

	How much notice would you expect to have of the start of a new routeing system somewhere in the world? 
	IMO-adopted routeing systems (traffic separation schemes, 2-way routes, recommended tracks, areas to be avoided, inshore traffic zones, roundabouts, precautionary areas and deep-water routes) come into force not before 6 months after the date of their adoption by IMO. New charts, or Notices to Mariners to correct charts, must be available before a system comes into force, and the chart should state when the system comes or came into force. Weekly Notices to Mariners should be checked for new information. 
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	Mandatory routeing 

	Is use of IMO routeing schemes mandatory for UK ships? 
	Yes, under the Mandatory Ships' Routeing Regulations 1997. 

	AMVER 

	What is AMVER? 
	A computerised ship reporting system operated by the US Coast Guard. It relies on voluntary position reports from ships. It is useful to search-and-rescue organisations because it enables identification of the right ships for the tasks to be identified in any given sea area. 

	Where would you find a list of radio stations accepting AMVER position reports? 
	In M. 1551 (Merchant ship position reporting). 

	Towing                                                                                 For port towage see Towage in Section I 

	Is there any published official advice about towing? 
	M. 1406 contained the IMO Recommendations for the Safety of Towed Ships and Other Floating Objects, but has been cancelled without replacement. 

	What rules does the MCA make about towed ships? 
	Whether manned or not, any vessel towed to sea must be issued with a Load Line Certificate or a Load Line Exemption Certificate unless it is a warship, an MoD ship, a fishing vessel, a pleasure yacht or an unregistered Government ship, or a vessel exempt under The MS (Load Line) Regulations 1998 which is to be towed within the limits allowed by the Order. Where a Load Line or Load Line Exemption Certificate is not required, the owner and person in charge of the tow (the towmaster) must ensure that the vessel has been properly prepared, so that the voyage may be made in safety and without presenting a hazard to other shipping or offshore installations. 

	In what other publications can you find advice about towing? 
	In Pen'1 At Sea And Salvage. M. 1531 (Safety of tugs whilst towing) has been cancelled without replacement. 

	CARE OF CARGO 

	Carrier's obligations 

	What is the carrier's obligation towards the cargo when at sea? 
	Article 3 of the Hague Rules and Article III of the Hague-Visby Rules require the carrier to '... properly and carefully load, handle, stow, carry, keep, care for, and discharge the goods carried. ' This means the ship must maintain proper procedures in relation to the care of the cargo, including usual seamanlike practices such as operating ventilation systems properly and sounding bilges regularly, and also includes any special measures that may be required for the care of particular commodities or items. 

	Cargo care 

	Where might you find information on looking after a particular cargo while on passage? 
	For a 'problem' bulk cargo, in the BCH Code. Charterers or the shipowners may have issued instructions concerning the particular cargo. The owners' P&l club may publish loss prevention literature on the commodity (e. g. the UK Club's Carefully to Carry booklets and brochures). The P&l club managers should be able to give advice about any 'problem' cargo. A textbook (e. g. Thomas's Stowage) may have advice, although it should be checked for validity. 

	If cargo was not discharged in 'apparent good order and condition' and there was a claim against the company, what evidence might be useful in resisting the claim? 
	Bilge, ballast and bunker sounding and pumping records; cargo ventilation, humidity and temperature records; records of unusual weather conditions, routeing details, warnings and weather reports; records of hatch, access, hold and watertight door checks; records of fire and safety equipment checks, including log entries and other records of training and safety exercises; records of cargo securing and lashing rounds and checks. Depending what the commodity was: records of cargo temperatures (heating or cooling) where appropriate; records of inert gas and venting operations; records of reefer defrosting and temperature control; records of temperatures in fuel oil tanks beneath sensitive cargoes. 

	SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS 

	Safety message prefixes 

	What are the meanings of the three safety message prefixes ? 
	(1 ) 'Mayday' (distress) means that a ship or other vehicle is threatened by grave and imminent danger and requests immediate assistance. (2) 'Pan Pan' (urgency) means that the calling station has a very urgent message to transmit concerning the safety of a ship, aircraft or other vehicle, or of a person. (3) 'Security' (safety) means that the station is about to transmit a message concerning the safety of navigation or giving important meteorological warnings. 
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	Navigation warnings 

	In what circumstances should you, as master, send a navigation warning? 
	On meeting: (1) dangerous ice; (2) a dangerous derelict; (3) a tropical storm; (4) winds of Force 10 or more if not forecast; (5) subfreezing temperatures associated with gale force winds causing severe ice accretion; or (6) any other direct danger to navigation (e. g. floating container, ship NUC, unlit fishing vessels, large log, swimmers, etc. ). 

	Who should you address a navigation warning to? 
	The nearest coastal station and all ships in the vicinity (i. e. all stations or 'CQ'). 

	By what means should you transmit navigation warnings? 
	R/T (prefixed 'Securite') or W/T (prefixed TTT), in plain English or International Code. 

	After abandoning ship during a major fire, and having been safely rescued with your crew by another vessel, what action would you take? 
	I would request the rescuing ship's master to cancel the Mayday and send a Navigation Warning (e. g. if my ship was still burning and NUC). I would make a tally of survivors and report to the Coastguard. I would report to owners and MAIB a. s. a. p. (through the CG if necessary. ) I would request owners to notify the Agent at the original port of destination, as well as charterers and receivers. I would inform the P&l club's correspondent at the port where the rescuing ship takes the survivors. I would prepare reports for owners and MAIB. (The P&l club and charterers may also want copies. ) 

	DISCHARGES OF POLLUTANTS AT SEA 

	Discharges of oil: regulations 

	Which Annex of MARPOL deals with oil pollution? 
	Annex I. 

	Which UK regulations govern discharges of oil at sea? 
	The Prevention of Oil Pollution Regulations 1996, as amended. 

	Discharges of oil: special areas 

	What is a special area? 
	Basically, an environmentally sensitive area recognised by IMO, where special restrictions are imposed on the discharge of pollutants from ships. Designation of waters as a special area represents international recognition that they deserve special protection from pollution from ships. Each MARPOL Annex designates special areas. 

	What are the rules about discharges of oil into Annex I special areas? 
	No discharge of oil or oily mixture is permitted from any tanker, or from any non-tanker of 400 GT or over. Clean or segregated ballast may be discharged. There is a total ban on all discharges in the Antarctic Area. The discharge of processed bilge water from machinery spaces is permitted provided a number of qualifying conditions are satisfied. 

	What are the qualifying conditions that must be satisfied for discharges of processed bilge water from machinery spaces in a special area? 
	(1) The bilge water must not originate from cargo pump room bilges. (2) The bilge water must not be mixed with cargo residues. (3) The ship must be proceeding on a voyage. (4) The oil content of the effluent, without dilution, must not exceed 15 ppm of the mixture. (5) The ship must have in operation oil filtering and oil content measuring equipment and alarm devices of a design approved in accordance with certain IMO Guidelines and Specifications. (6) The oil filtering system must be equipped with a stopping device which will ensure that the discharge is automatically stopped if the oil content of the effluent exceeds 15 ppm of the mixture. 

	In the case of a non-tanker of under 400 GT, what are the rules about discharges in Annex I special areas? 
	Discharges of effluent are permitted where the oil content without dilution is less than 15 ppm, provided that they are made as far as practicable from land and in no case less than 12 miles. Clean or segregated ballast may be discharged. 

	On a UK ship, how would you know if a new sea area had been designated by IMO as a special area? 
	It would be announced by the MCA in a Marine Information Note (MIN). 

	What are the eight special areas designated by MARPOL Annex I? 
	The Mediterranean Sea area; the Baltic Sea area; the Black Sea area; the Red Sea area; the Gulfs area; the Gulf of Aden area; the Antarctic area south of 60°S; and the North West European Waters. 

	When did the North West European Waters become an Annex I special area? 
	On 1st August 1999. It was promulgated by MIN 52. 

	What areas are included in the North West European Waters'? 
	The North Sea and its approaches, the Irish Sea and its approaches, the Celtic Sea, the English Channel and its approaches and part of the North East Atlantic immediately to the west of Ireland. The area is defined in MIN 52. 

	In UK statute law, the Red Sea area and the Gulfs area are not designated as special areas. Why not? 
	They were de-designated in 1985 by a statutory instrument. The UK does not recognise the Red Sea and Gulfs areas as special areas. (The Gulf of Aden area, is recognised, however. ) 
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	In view of their de-designation, would you pump your bilges in the Red Sea or Gulfs? 
	No. In coastal state law the special area status is enforced, and the Clean Seas Guide lists them as special areas to be observed. 

	What equipment needs to be fitted if a non-tanker of less than 400 GT is to make discharges in a spec/a/ area? 
	Oil filtering equipment and an oil discharge monitoring and control system. 

	What equipment needs to be fitted if a tanker, or a non-tanker of 400 GT or above, is to make discharges in a special area? 
	Oil filtering equipment of an approved design in accordance with the specification in the IMO Guidelines and Specifications for Pollution Prevention Equipment for Machinery Space Bilges of Ships. The filtering system must be equipped with a stopping device which will ensure that the discharge is automatically stopped when the oil content of the effluent exceeds 15 ppm. 

	You are tank washing while steaming through an Annex I special area. What are the requirements concerning oil residues and oil and water used for tank washing? 
	The discharge into the sea of oil residues is prohibited in a special area. I must retain such oil on board for subsequent discharge to reception facilities. I must record in the Oil Record Book the total quantity of oil and water used for tank washing and returned to a storage or slop tank. The total quantity must be discharged to reception facilities ashore. 

	Discharges of oil: machinery space discharge criteria 

	Which regulation of the POP Regulations deals with machinery space discharges? 
	Regulation 12(2). This deals with discharges from any spaces in a non-tanker, and from tanker machinery space bilges unless mixed with oil cargo residue, but excluding cargo pumproom bilges. 

	Under what conditions may a UK ship pump her engine room bilges at sea? 
	(1) The ship must be proceeding on a voyage (i. e. under way); (2) she must not be in an Annex I special area; (3) the oil content of the effluent must not exceed 15 ppm; and (4) she must have in operation the equipment required by Regulation14 of the Prevention of Pollution Regulations. 

	Discharges of oil: Regulation 14 equipment 

	What equipment does Regulation 14 of the Prevention of Pollution Regulations require to be fitted on a UK ship of 400 GT or more but under 10000 GT? 
	(1) Oil filtering (15 ppm) equipment; and (2) if carrying ballast water in bunker fuel tanks, an alarm device stopping discharges of more than 15 ppm. (Ballast water may only be discharged into the sea if using this equipment and recording the discharge in the ORB; if not, the ballast water must be discharged to reception facilities. ) 

	What equipment does Regulation 14 of the Prevention of Pollution Regulations require to be fitted on a UK ship of over 10000 GT? 
	(1) Oil filtering (15 ppm) equipment; and (2) oil content measuring equipment with a 15 ppm alarm device and automatic stopping arrangements (i. e. an ODMC or ODME). 

	What equipment does Regulation 14 of the Prevention of Pollution Regulations require to be fitted on a UK ship of under 400 GT? 
	So far as reasonably practicable, either: (1 ) the ship must be constructed to ensure that oil or oily mixtures are retained on board and discharged to reception facilities; or (2) if oil or oily mixtures must be discharged into the sea, they must be discharged in accordance with the criteria in Regulation 12(2) (i. e. as for discharges from machinery space bilges from large ships. ) 

	What equipment is required by Regulation 14 on UK ships under 400 GT? 
	A ship of under 400 GT must, so far as practicable, be built to ensure that oil or oily mixtures are retained on board and discharged to reception facilities or, if oil or oily mixtures must be discharged into the sea, they are discharged in accordance with Regulation 12 as for a large ship. 

	Ships could formerly have separators (100 ppm equipment) instead of filters. When were all ships required to switch to filters? 
	Ships built before 6 July 1993 were given five years to be fitted with filters in place of separators, i. e. until 6 July 1998. All ships built since 6 July 1993 must have filters. 

	Under the old regulations, while using a separator a ship had to be 12 miles offshore. Why is there no such requirement with filters? 
	Because with a filter, a 15 parts of oil per million of effluent leaves no visible trace of oil on the sea surface. 

	You are master of a UK ship chartered for 5 years for trans-Mediterranean services. Does the ship have to meet the Regulation 14 equipment requirements? 
	Not necessarily. The requirements may be waived by the MCA for a ship engaged exclusively on voyages in special areas, so long as: (1) she is fitted with a holding tank with a volume adequate for retaining all oily bilge water, (2) all oily bilge water is retained on board for discharge to reception facilities; (3) adequate reception facilities are available in a sufficient number of ports and terminals at which the ship calls; (4) the IOPPC is endorsed; and (5) relevant entries are made in the ORB. 

	Your owners tell you they are installing new filters and an oil discharge monitoring and control system at the next drydocking. What would you want to check? 
	Whether the equipment designs are IMO and MCA approved or not. Only MCA-approved oil filtering equipment, oil content measuring equipment and alarm devices may be fitted, as described in an 'M' Notice. 

	What is the difference between filtering equipment and separating equipment? 
	'Filtering equipment' means filters or any combination of separators and filters which are designed to produce effluent containing not more than 15 ppm (parts per million) of oil. "Separating equipment' means either separators or filters, or any combination of them, which are designed to produce effluent containing not more than 100 ppm of oil.
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	Discharges of oil: cargo and ballast space oil discharge criteria 

	Which regulation of the POP Regulations deals with cargo and ballast space discharges? 
	Regulation 13(2). 

	Under what conditions may a UK oil tanker pump dirty ballast overside at sea? 
	(1 ) The tanker must be proceeding on a voyage (i. e. under way); (2) she must not be in an Annex I special area; (3) she must be more than 50 miles from the nearest land; (4) the instantaneous rate of discharge must not exceed 30 litres per mile; (5) the total quantity of oil discharged from a ship built in 1980 or later must not exceed 1/30, 000 of the cargo from which the residues come, and in a pre-1980 ship, not more than 1/15, 000 of the total quantity of cargo from which the residues come; and (6) the ship must have an oil discharge monitoring and control system (ODMCS) and a slop tank as per Regulation 15 in operation. 

	What do the Regulation 13 discharge criteria not apply to? 
	(1) Clean ballast; (2) segregated ballast; or (3) unprocessed oily mixtures with an oil content of less than 15 ppm if not originating from cargo pump room bilges and not mixed with cargo residues. 

	Discharges of oil: exceptional discharges 

	Under what circumstances will the oil discharge restrictions in the Prevention of Oil Pollution Regulations not apply? 
	When a discharge is made (1) to secure the safety of the ship or for saving life; or (2) which results from damage to the ship or its equipment (provided all reasonable precautions are taken after the occurrence of the damage or discovery of the discharge to prevent or minimise the discharge, and neither the owner nor master acted either with intent to cause damage, or recklessly and with knowledge that damage would probably result); or (3) where the substance or mixture discharged is approved by the MCA for use in combating specific pollution incidents and the discharge is made with MCA approval or, if the discharge is to be made in non-UK waters, with the approval of the local state. 

	Oil Record Book 

	Which ships must carry an Oil Record Book? 
	Every tanker of 150 GT or over, and every other vessel of 400 GT or over. 

	What is the proper Oil Record Book for a non-tanker? 
	Oil Record Book (Part 1) Machinery Space Operations (All Ships). 

	What additional Oil Record Book must a tanker carry? 
	Oil Record Book (Part 2) Cargo/Ballast Operations (Oil Tankers) 

	What entries must be made in the Oil Record Book on a tanker? 
	Every occasion of: (1) ballasting or cleaning of oil fuel tanks; (2) discharging ballast or cleaning water from oil fuel tanks; (3) disposal of oily residues (sludge); (4) discharging overboard bilge water which has accumulated in machinery spaces; (5) internal transfer of oil cargo during voyage; (6) ballasting cargo tanks and dedicated clean ballast tanks; (7) cleaning cargo tanks including crude oil washing; (8) discharging ballast except from segregated ballast tanks; (9) discharging water from slop tanks; (10) closing, after the discharge of the contents of slop tanks, all valves or similar devices opened to permit such operations; (11) closing those valves necessary for the isolation of dedicated clean ballast tanks from cargo and stripping lines after slop tank discharge operations; and (12) disposing of residues. 

	When should the entries be made in the Oil Record Book? 
	On each occasion, on a tank-to-tank basis if appropriate, when any of the operations listed in the last answer takes place, and without delay. 

	Who should sign the entries in the Oil Record Book? 
	Each completed operation must be signed by the officer(s) in charge of the operations concerned. For example, where bunkering is a joint deck/ engine room operation, the Mate and either the Chief or 2nd Engineer would probably sign the entries. 

	What must you, as master, sign in the Oil Record Book? 
	Each completed page. 

	Where must you keep the Oil Record Book? 
	In such a place on board as to be readily available for inspection at all reasonable times. 

	For how long must you preserve each completed Oil Record Book? 
	For 3 years after the last entry has been made. 

	Who may inspect your ship's Oil Record Book(s)? 
	The MSA or a person authorised by the Certifying Authority, whilst the ship is in a port or offshore terminal. 

	May a person authorised to inspect an Oil Record Book in the UK take copies of entries? 
	Yes. The inspector may take a copy of any entry in the ORB and may require me, as master, to certify that the copy is a true copy of the entry. 

	Can copies of entries in your Oil Record Book be used in court? 
	Yes. Any copy of an entry will be admissible in any judicial proceedings as evidence of the facts stated in the entry. 
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	Discharges of noxious liquid substances (NLSs) 

	Which Annex of MARPOL deals with liquid chemicals and other NLSs? 
	Annex II (i. e. Annex Two). 

	What are the special areas under MARPOL Annex II? 
	The Baltic Sea and the Black Sea. 

	Where can you find the legal criteria for discharging NLS tank washings from UK chemical tankers? 
	In Schedule 2 to M. 1703/NLS1. The discharge of any NLS into the sea is prohibited, except where permitted by Schedule 2. 

	What are the various categories of NLS? 
	Category A, B, C and D substances, as listed in Chapter 17 and 18 of the IBC Code. 

	Can a discharge of a Category A, B or C substance be made at sea? 
	No. Discharges of NLSs are generally prohibited, but residual mixtures can be discharges under certain conditions. 

	What is a residual mixture? 
	In relation to any category of noxious liquid substances it includes ballast water, tank washings or other mixtures containing residues of a NLS of such category, but excluding clean ballast. 

	Under what conditions can a discharge of a Category A residual mixture be made at sea? 
	When all the following conditions are met: (1) the effluent consists solely of water added to the tank after it has been emptied in accordance with the Regulations; (2) the ship is proceeding at a speed of at least 7 knots in the case of a self-propelled ship or at least 4 knots in the case of a ship which is not self-propelled; (3) the discharge is made below the waterline; and (4) the discharge is made at a distance of not less than 12 nautical miles from the nearest land and in a depth of water of not less than 25 metres. 

	Under what conditions can a discharge of a Category B or C residual mixture be made at sea? 
	When: (1 ) all relevant requirements of paragraphs 6 to 9 of M. 1703/NLS1 are complied with; (2) the concentration and rate of discharge of the effluent is as per the Procedures and Arrangements Manual; (3) the ship is making at least 7 knots (or at least 4 knots if not self-propelled); (4) the discharge is made below the waterline; (5) the discharge is made at a distance of not less than 12 nautical miles from the nearest land in a depth of at least 25 metres; and (6) if the ship is in a special area and the substance is of Category B, the tank from which the discharge is made has been pre-washed as per the Procedures and Arrangements Manual and the washings have been discharged to a reception facility; or if the substance is of Category C, the maximum quantity discharged from any one tank and its associated piping system does not exceed the maximum quantity approved in the Procedures and Arrangements Manual for discharge of Category C substances in a special area. 

	Under what conditions can a discharge of a Category D residual mixture be made at sea? 
	When: (1 ) the ship is making at least 7 knots (or at least 4 knots if non-self-propelled); (2) the concentration of the substance in the effluent is not greater than one part of the substance to ten parts of water; and (3) the discharge is made at a distance of not less than 12 nautical miles from the nearest land. 

	Under what circumstances will the NLS discharge restrictions not apply? 
	Under the same three exceptional circumstances as for oil discharges. (See above. ) 

	What records must be kept of NLS discharges? 
	Whenever any of the above operations (i. e. discharges of residues into the sea in accordance with regulations, and exceptional discharges) takes place in respect of any NLS, a record of the operation must be made in the Cargo Record Book in relation to each tank affected by the operation. An entry must be made on each occasion of: internal transfer of cargo; cleaning of cargo tanks; ballasting of cargo tanks; discharge of ballast from cargo tanks; discharge of residues into the sea in accordance with Schedule 2 to M. 1703/NLS 1; removal of residues by ventilation; and emergency discharges (stating the circumstances of and reason for the discharge). 

	Disposal of garbage 

	What does 'garbage' include? 
	Any victual, domestic or operational waste (excluding fresh fish and parts thereof), generated during the normal operation of the ship and liable to be disposed of continuously or periodically except those substances which are defined or listed in other Annexes to MARPOL (such as oil, sewage or noxious liquid substances). 

	What are the special areas under MARPOL Annex V? 
	The Baltic; the North Sea area (which includes the English Channel as far west as 5°W); the Antarctic area (south of 60°S); the Wider Caribbean Region (which includes the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean Sea and a part of the Atlantic as far south as the border of French Guyana); the Mediterranean Sea area; the Red Sea area; and the Gulfs area. The UK does not recognise the Mediterranean, Red Sea or Gulfs as special areas. 
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	What are the rules for the disposal of garbage in a special area? 
	Only food wastes may be disposed of, without grinding or comminution. Disposal must be as far as practicable and at least 12 nautical miles from the nearest land. 

	Where can you dump plastics at sea? 
	Nowhere. 

	What are the rules about the disposal of different types of garbage outside a special area? 
	Plastics cannot be disposed of anywhere. Dunnage, lining and packing materials which will float may be disposed of 25 nautical miles or more from the nearest land. Unground or uncomminuted food wastes and all other unground or uncomminuted garbage including paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery and similar refuse may be disposed of 12 nautical miles or more from the nearest land. Ground or comminuted food wastes and all other ground or comminuted garbage including paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery and similar refuse may be disposed of 3 nautical miles or more from the nearest land. 

	What is meant by 'lining and packing materials which float'? 
	The kind of materials left over after discharging a general cargo that had to be protected from sweat, e. g. matting and kraft paper. 

	You are master of a diving support vessel working in an oilfield for 3 months, so your ship is an 'offshore installation'. What are the rules for the disposal of garbage from offshore installations? 
	A ship which is a fixed or floating platform engaged in exploration, exploitation and associated offshore processing of seabed mineral resources, or is within 500 metres of such a platform, may not dump any garbage into the sea except for food wastes which have been comminuted or ground, provided that the platform is more than 12 nautical miles from the nearest land. 

	How would you dispose of expired distress pyrotechnics? 
	By sending them ashore, either back to the original supplier, or to a liferaft service station, or to the local coastguard or police. 

	When did a requirement to keep a Garbage Record Book come into effect? 
	In July 1998 when new Prevention of Pollution by Garbage Regulations came into force. (These gave effect to new MARPOL Annex V regulations. ) 

	You have sailed in ballast after discharging coal, and are more than 25 miles offshore. Can you dump coal sweepings overside? 
	Yes. Coal is not listed as a marine pollutant in any MARPOL Annex. 

	Which ships do the Garbage Regulations apply to? 
	All UK ships wherever they are; other ships while they are in UK waters or controlled waters; and fixed and floating installations in controlled waters. 

	What is meant by 'controlled waters'? 
	Waters specified as areas within which the jurisdiction and rights of the UK are exercisable by The MS (Prevention of Pollution) (Limits) Regulations 1996. Basically, these gave the UK control (as regards pollution) within a '200-mile limit' around the UK, as agreed with neighbouring countries. 

	Which ships must have a Garbage Management Plan? 
	Every ship of 400 GT or more; every ship certified to carry 15 persons or more; and every fixed or floating installation. 

	What are the required features of a Garbage Management Plan provide? 
	(1 ) It must contain written procedures for collecting, storing, processing and disposing of garbage, including the use of equipment on board; (2) it must designate the person in charge of carrying out the plan; (3) it must be in accordance with the IMO guidelines in MSN 1720 and (4) it must be in the working language of the crew. 

	What are the crew required to do in relation to the Garbage Management Plan? 
	Follow it. 

	Which ships must keep a Garbage Record Book? 
	Every ship of 400 GT or more; every ship certified to carry 15 persons or more which is on voyages to ports or offshore terminals under the jurisdiction of another state which is a party to the MARPOL Convention; and every fixed and floating installation (e. g. platforms, rigs and DSVs 'on location'). 

	What records should you keep of garbage disposed of? 
	An entry must be made in the Garbage Record Book: when garbage is discharged into the sea; when garbage is discharged to reception facilities ashore or to other ships; when garbage is incinerated; and of accidental or other exceptional discharges of garbage. A record must 'be made of each discharge operation or completed incineration. 

	Into what categories is garbage grouped in the Garbage Record Book? 
	Plastics; floating dunnage, lining, or packing material; ground-down paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery, etc.; paper products, rags, glass, metal, bottles, crockery, etc; food waste; incinerator ash. 

	What entries are made in the various columns in the Garbage Record Book? 
	Date/time; Position of the ship; Estimated amount discharged into the sea (cu. m. ); Estimated amount discharged to shore reception facilities; Estimated amount incinerated (cu. m. ); Certification / Signature. 

	Who must make the entries in the Garbage Record Book? 
	The officer in charge of a discharge operation, or incineration. The master must sign each completed page, as with the Oil Record Book. 

	What language must the entries in the Garbage Record Book be in? 
	On a UK ship, English and (if different) the working language of the crew. 
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	What are the requirements for preservation of the Garbage Record Book? 
	It must be kept on board and in such a place as to be available for inspection in a reasonable time. It must be preserved by the owner of the ship or installation for 2 years after the final entry (compared with 3 years for the Oil Record Book). 

	Where can you find a specimen of a Garbage Record Book and guidelines on developing a Garbage Management Plan? 
	In MSN 1720. 

	What is the maximum penalty on the master for breach of the garbage discharge requirements? 
	On summary conviction (in the lower courts): £25, 000. On conviction on indictment (in the higher courts) there could be a greater fine, possibly together with a jail sentence. 

	Discharges of sewage 

	What does 'sewage' include? 
	Drainage and other wastes from any form of toilets, urinals and WC scuppers; drainage from medicinal premises (dispensary, sick bay, etc. ) via wash basins, wash tubs and scuppers located in such premises; drainage from spaces containing living animals; or other waste waters when mixed with the drainages defined above. 

	Are any sewage disposal regulations for ships in force in the UK? 
	Not yet. The UK, like most IMO member states, has not yet ratified MARPOL Annex IV. However, ships must be prepared to comply with regulations applying in waters of states which have ratified Annex IV. 

	What are the MARPOL Annex IV criteria for sewage discharges? 
	Within 4 nautical miles from land, no discharge is permitted except from sewage treatment plant approved by the flag state Administration. Between 4 and 12 nautical miles from land, no discharge is permitted except: (1) from sewage treatment plant approved by the flag state Administration; or (2) from a system approved by the flag state Administration for comminuting and disinfecting sewage. Beyond 12 nautical miles, the following are permitted: (1) discharges from an approved sewage treatment plant or an approved system for comminuting and disinfecting sewage; or (2) discharges of sewage which is not comminuted or disinfected, provided that the ship is making at least 4 knots and the rate of discharge is approved by the flag state Administration. 

	Discharges of air pollutants 

	Is any international legislation in force concerning air pollution from ships? 
	Not yet, but MARPOL Annex VI has been adopted by IMO and may enter into force by the end of 2002 (but possibly later). (It will enter into force 12 months after the date on which not less than 15 states with at least 50% of world merchant tonnage have ratified it. ) 

	What are the main emissions and other items covered by MARPOL Annex VI? 
	Exhaust emissions, tanker vapour emission control (VEC) systems, incinerators, fuel quality and ozone depleting substances. 

	What emissions will MARPOL Annex VI prohibit? 
	Deliberate emissions of ozone-depleting substances, including halons and CFCs. 

	Are any special areas provided for by MARPOL Annex VI? 
	Yes - the Baltic Sea, as a sulphur emission control area. 

	Are any parts of MARPOL Annex VI coming into force earlier than 2002? 
	Yes. The requirements for installations of marine diesel engine NOX emission control equipment and IMO-approved incinerators will apply from 1 January 2000 irrespective of the eventual entry into force date. MGN 142 explains the requirements. 

	Which IMO Code must new marine diesel engines comply with in respect of emissions, and when will it become mandatory? 
	The Technical Code on Control of Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides from Marine Diesel Engines, or NOX Technical Code, as outlined in MGN 142. It becomes mandatory on the date of entry into force of MARPOL Annex VI. 

	Which regulation of MARPOL lays down requirements for NOX emissions limits? 
	Regulation 13 of MARPOL Annex VI. 

	What does the NOX Technical Code contain? 
	Procedures for testing, survey and certification of engines to ensure compliance with the limiting values in Regulation 13 of Annex VI. 

	What does MGN 142 deal with? 
	The MCA's interim arrangements for ships built on or after 1st January 2000 until Annex VI comes into force; the arrangements for the issue of Interim Statements of Compliance to confirm that the requirements of Regulation 13 of MARPOL Annex VI and the NOX Technical Code have been met; the arrangements for the subsequent issue of International Air Pollution Prevention (IAPP) Certificates and UK Air Pollution Prevention (UKAPP) Certificates; and the intended delegation of certain MCA functions to recognised classification societies. 

	What documents will be issued prior to entry into force of Annex VI in respect of a new marine diesel engine? 
	A Statement of Compliance with the NOX Technical Code, together with a Record of Construction, Technical File and Means of Verification. MGN 142 contains specimens of these. 

	What does MGN 143 deal with? 
	Standards and certification related to shipboard incineration of waste. Under Regulation 16 of MARPOL Annex VI, incinerators installed on or after 1st January 2000 must meet type approval and operating limits. 
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	DANGEROUS AND POLLUTING GOODS REPORTS FROM SEA 

	Reportable incidents 

	The Reporting Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous and Polluting Goods Regulations, as amended, require the master of a ship to which they apply to make a full and immediate report of certain incidents. What incidents are they? 
	(1 ) A discharge of oil or NLSs above the permitted level, or the probability of a discharge of oil or NLSs, for whatever reason including those for the purpose of securing the safety of the ship or for saving life at sea; (2) a discharge of dangerous goods or harmful substances in packaged form, or the probability of such a discharge, including those in freight containers, portable tanks, road and rail vehicles and shipborne barges; (3) any damage, failure or breakdown of a ship of 15 metres in length or above which (a) affects the safety of the ship, such as collision, grounding, fire, explosion, structural failure, flooding or cargo shifting; or (b) impairs the safety of navigation, such as failure or breakdown or steering gear, propulsion plant, electrical generating system or essential shipborne navigational aids; (4) a discharge during the operation of the ship of oil or NLSs in excess of the permitted level; or (5) without prejudice to the above incidents, a threat of damage to the coastline or related interests of the UK. 

	Reporting procedure 

	How must a report of one of the incidents mentioned in the last answer be made? 
	The particulars of the incident must be reported without delay and to the fullest extent possible together with the information specified in Schedule 1 to MSN 1741. 

	What does 'permitted level' mean in the context of the above reports? 
	The quantity or instantaneous rate permitted under The Prevention of Oil Pollution Regulations or The Dangerous or Noxious Liquid Substances in Bulk Regulations, as appropriate. 

	What does M. 1614 contain? 
	Standard format and procedures for ship reporting, including dangerous goods and/or marine pollutants. 

	You make a non-routine discharge of oil or oily mixture at sea, e. g. after an accident. What reports must you make? 
	A standard Harmful Substances (HS) Report to the nearest coast radio station or coastguard station as per MSN 1741 and M. 1614. Also a report to the owners or charterers, and a report to MAIB if there is serious harm to the environment. Local regulations may require additional information. I would also log the pollution in the ship's ISM documentation as a non-conformity. 

	Your ship appears to be the source of oil pollution whilst at sea, and you discover that the cause is the new 3rd Engineer who is pumping bilges. What action would you take? 
	(1) Stop the polluting activity. (2) Record the pollution in the ORB. (3) Report the pollution in accordance with MSN 1741 and M. 1614 as well as coastal state regulations. (4) Log the pollution in the ship's ISM documentation as a non-conformity. (5) Take disciplinary action as per MN Code of Conduct (oral/written warning?) if applicable. (6) Give the 3/E further training in pollution prevention. 

	On passage in heavy weather in a containership, you lose several containers overside. Some of them contain dangerous goods; others contain marine pollutants. What reports must you make? 
	(1 ) A standard Dangerous Goods (DG) Report and standard Marine Pollutants (MP) Report to the nearest coast radio station or coastguard station as per MSN 1741 and M. 1614; (2) a report to MAIB (serious harm to environment, and dangerous occurrence). (3) Coastal state regulations may require additional reports or information. (4) I would also report to my owners and charterers. 

	You have to dispose of some drums of dangerous goods overside in the English Channel when they start leaking dangerous fumes. What reports must you make? 
	(1 ) A standard Dangerous Goods (DG) Report to the nearest coast radio station or coastguard station as per MSN 1741 and M. 1614. (2) A reports to MAIB (serious harm to the environment, and dangerous occurrence). (3) Coastal state regulations may require additional reports or information. (4) I would also report to my owners and charterers. 

	You make a non-routine discharge of a NLS or residue at sea. What reports must you make? 
	A standard Harmful Substances (HS) Report to the nearest coast radio station or coastguard station as per MSN 1741 and M. 1614. Also, a report to the owners and charterers, and a report to MAIB if there is serious harm to the environment. Coastal state regulations may require additional reports or information. 

	COLLISION 

	Statutory duties following collision 

	What are your immediate statutory duties as master following a collision with another vessel? 
	So far as I can do so without danger to my own ship, crew and passengers (if any), (1) to render all practicable and necessary assistance to save the other ship, crew and passengers from danger, (2) to stay by the other ship until I have ascertained that it has no need of further assistance; and (3) to give the other ship's master my ship's name and the names of my last port and next port. 

	What is the penalty for failing to comply with your statutory duty to stand by and render assistance to a vessel collided with? 
	On summary conviction, a fine of up to £50, 000; or on conviction on indictment, an unlimited fine or imprisonment for up to 2 years, or both. In addition, a Section 61 Inquiry into my conduct could be held, and my certificate could be cancelled or suspended. 
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	What is the penalty for failing to comply with your statutory duty to pass the required information to the master of a vessel collided with? 
	On summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (currently £5, 000); or on conviction on indictment, to an unlimited fine. In addition, a Section 61 Inquiry into my conduct could be held, and my certificate could be cancelled or suspended. 

	What statutory duties, other than those in the previous questions, do you have as master following a collision with another vessel? 
	Under The ARI Regulations, to send a report to MAIB. Under The Reporting Requirements Regulations, to send a pollution report. Under The Official Log Books Regulations, to make an entry in the narrative section of the OLB. Also under The ARI Regulations, to preserve relevant evidence. 

	Other actions in event of collision 

	What advice may be available to you when a collision is imminent? 
	Emergency Check List procedure No. 5 in the IGS Bridge Procedures Guide (in the red section at the back). 

	Whilst at anchor in a roadstead, waiting for a berth, you have suffered a minor collision with a ship that was moving into the port. What action would you take in your owners' interests? 
	I would advise my owners and call the P&l club's local correspondent. I would serve written notice on the master of the other vessel, holding him and his owners liable for the collision and inviting him to a survey of the damage to my vessel. 

	What action would you take if, after the collision mentioned in the last question, you received a notice from the other master holding you and your owners to blame? 
	I would courteously reply by letter, denying any liability but accepting any invitation to attend a survey on the other vessel without prejudice. 

	What might your owners do after you had reported that your vessel had been in collision? 
	They would probably have other the vessel arrested pending payment of security up to the limit of liability. Alternatively, they may decide on an arbitration agreement using Lloyd's Form. 

	What information would you gather for the owners' lawyers following a collision with another ship? 
	I would write a full report describing all events leading to the collision, and gather the following: deck and engine room log books, movement books and contemporaneous notes; graphs and printouts from bridge equipment in use such as course recorder, echo sounder and sat-nav; statements from all witnesses to the collision including, where possible, pilots, tugmasters, etc.; full details of both ships, including names (correctly spelt), ports of registry, call signs and gross tonnages; exact location of the collision; exact time of the collision, stating whether UTC (GMT) or local time; difference between bridge and engine room clocks; estimates of speeds and courses of both vessels at the time of impact; estimates of angle of impact (this may have to be estimated by an expert surveyor); charts in use before and up to the time of the collision (unaltered and unerased); weather and tide conditions at the time of the collision; list of all navigation equipment in use at the time of the collision; records of all signals and communications made between the colliding ships (and any other ships in the vicinity) prior to the collision; names and positions of other ships in the vicinity at the time of the collision; details of any pilotage or vessel traffic control in operation at the time of the collision; in the case of a collision involving a moored vessel, details of moorings deployed. 

	The P&l club correspondent cannot send someone to collect your report and evidence until tomorrow. What would you do with the documents? 
	I would lock them in my safe. 

	What caution would you give to your crew following a collision, before you arrive at your berth? 
	Not to give statements to anyone without my authorisation. (I would first establish the identity of all visitors with the help of the P&l club correspondent, and take his advice as to who to make statements to. ) 

	DISTRESS INCIDENTS 

	Statutory duties on receiving a distress alert 

	Which regulations contain the master's statutory duties on receiving a distress alert? 
	The Merchant Shipping (Distress Messages) Regulations 1998. 

	What are your statutory obligations as master on receiving at sea a distress alert? 
	To proceed with all speed to the assistance of the persons in distress, informing them or the appropriate SAR services, if possible, that I am doing so. 

	In what circumstances need you not proceed? 
	If, having regard to the MERSAR Manual, (1) the ship is unable to do so, or (2) in the special circumstances of the case I consider it unreasonable or unnecessary to do so, or (3) I am released from the duty. 
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	You have answered a distress alert. What is your statutory position where the master of the ship in distress or the SAR services have requisitioned your ship to assist? 
	I must comply with the requisition by continuing to proceed with all speed to the assistance of the persons in distress. 

	In what circumstances are you, as master of a ship which has received a distress alert, released from the basic obligation to proceed with all speed to the assistance of the persons in distress? 
	If I am informed (1 ) of the requisition of one or more other ships and (2) that the requisition is being complied with by at least one other requisitioned ship. I will be released from the duty to proceed and assist, and, where my ship has been requisitioned, from the duty to comply with the requisition, if I am informed by the persons in distress, or by the master of any ship that has reached the persons in distress, or by the appropriate SAR services co-ordinating the rescue, that assistance is no longer required. 

	Does compliance with these statutory duties affect your rights to salvage? 
	No. 

	What is the maximum penalty for breaching the requirements of the Distress Messages Regulations? 
	The master is liable to a fine of the statutory maximum (£5000) on summary conviction, or 2 years' jail plus an unlimited fine on conviction on indictment. 

	What is the maximum penalty for misusing distress signals? 
	The owner, the master and any person for the time being responsible for the conduct of the vessel (e. g. the OOW) are liable to a fine of the statutory maximum (£5000) on summary conviction, or 2 years' jail plus an unlimited fine on conviction on indictment. 

	You hear a distress alert from a cargo ship which is drifting towards a rocky shore. Are you obliged to save the ship as well as its crew? 
	I am obliged to do whatever I can to save the human lives on the ship, which may mean taking the ship in tow to get it clear of the shore. However, I am under no statutory obligation to save the ship itself. 

	What statutory records must you make about distress signals and messages heard or seen? 
	A record must be made in the Official Log Book of every signal of distress or a message that a vessel, aircraft or person is in distress at sea, observed or received. The entry may be delegated by me as master to an authorised person, and witnessed by a crew member. 

	In the event that your ship fails for some reason to assist a vessel or aircraft in distress, what statutory records must you make? 
	Where I as master am unable, or in the special circumstances of the case consider it unreasonable or unnecessary, to go to the assistance of the persons in distress, a statement of my reasons for not going to the assistance of those persons must be made by me in person in the Official Log Book. This entry must be witnessed by a crew member. 

	Search and Rescue Co-operation Plan 

	What plan must be carried on board a UK passenger ship or other passenger ship in UK waters in connection with SAR? 
	An MCA-approved Search and Rescue Co-operation Plan, in accordance with MSN 1721. 

	How do you know that the SAR Co-operation Plan will work? 
	It must be tested periodically by exercises involving the ship and the SAR services. 

	Decision Support System 

	On certain passenger ships, what other plan or plans are available to the master for use in a distress incident? 
	The plan or plans forming part of the Decision Support System which must be on board every Class I, II or II(A) ship. (For questions on DSSs, see Section E under 'MUSTERS, DRILLS, ON-BOARD TRAINING & INSTRUCTIONS, & DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS'. ) 

	GROUNDING and STRANDING 

	You are master of a Panamax bulker, loaded with a full cargo of grain, steaming downriver from New Orleans on an ebb tide. Due to a navigational error (a buoy out of position) you run aground on soft mud and are unable to get off without assistance. What action would you take to report the incident? 
	I would: (1) follow the Emergency Check List procedure in the IGS Bridge Procedures Guide; (2) take the usual 'good seamanship' precautions (signals, sound round, check for pollution, draft readings, etc. ); (3) assuming there was no ingress of water, hull damage or leakages, inform the river authority and traffic control a. s. a. p. and make a situation report in compliance with local regulations; (4) inform my owners of: the exact position of the ship; the part of vessel aground; conditions of weather, wind, wave height, swell, and area forecast; to what extent the vessel is aground (in terms of displacement tonnes), and degree of stresses on hull and machinery; details of any visible damage, including leakages from tanks; whether the vessel's main engine can be used; the state of tide when the vessel grounded; the quantity and disposition of cargo on board; my assessment of the possibilities of refloating by trimming prior to the next high water; and details of any salvage craft or tugs in the vicinity; (5) as soon as practicable, but within 24 hours, report my vessel to the MAIB (by the quickest means available) as being grounded, in compliance with the Accident Reporting and Investigation Regulations. 

	What is the difference between grounding and stranding? 
	A vessel is stranded when she is aground and unable to refloat. A grounding may be routine or even intentional, e. g. at ports and on river berths where ships are expected to take the ground whilst alongside. In hese cases, where the vessel is chartered, a suitable term such as 'not always afloat but safe aground' should be inserted in the charterparty.
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	SALVAGE 

	International salvage law 

	What international convention governs salvage operations? 
	The International Salvage Convention 1989, which came into force in 1994. 

	Is the International Salvage Convention 1989 part of UK law? 
	Yes. It is given legal effect by the Merchant Shipping Act 1995, to which it forms a Schedule. 

	What are the criteria laid down in the International Salvage Convention for fixing a salvage reward? 
	(1 ) The salved value of the vessel and other property; (2) the skill and efforts of the salvors in preventing or minimizing damage to the environment; (3) the measure of success obtained by the salvor; (4) the nature and degree of the danger, (5) the skill and efforts of the salvors in salving the vessel, other property and life; (6) the time used and expenses and losses incurred by the salvors; (7) the risk of liability and other risks run by the salvors or their equipment; (8) the promptness of the services rendered; (9) the availability and use of vessels or other equipment intended for salvage operations; (10) the state of readiness and efficiency of the salvor's equipment and the value thereof. 

	Under the International Salvage Convention, what duty does the salvor owe to the owner of the vessel or other property in danger? 
	(1 ) To carry out the salvage operations with due care; (2) in performing this first duty, to exercise due care to prevent or minimize damage to the environment; (3) whenever circumstances reasonably require, to seek assistance from other salvors; and (4) to accept the intervention of other salvors when reasonably requested to do so by the owner or master of the vessel or other property in danger. 

	Under the International Salvage Convention, what duty do the owner and master of the vessel or the owner of other property in danger owe to the salvor? 
	(1 ) To co-operate fully with the salvor during the course of the salvage operations; (2) in so doing, to exercise due care to prevent or minimize damage to the environment; and (3) when the vessel or other property has been brought to a place of safety, to accept redelivery when reasonably requested by the salvor to do so. 

	Types of salvage 

	What kinds of salvage are there? 
	(1) 'Common law salvage' or 'pure salvage' where no contract is made (e. g. where a floating cargo container is found and towed to safety by a vessel, and the crew and shipowners claim salvage from the container owner); and (2) 'contractual salvage' (e. g. where an agreement is made between two masters or two companies for the salvage of a ship in peril). 

	What is the difference between towage and salvage? 
	See TOWAGE in Section I. 

	When does towage become salvage? 
	See TOWAGE in Section I. 

	Actions when in danger 

	You have lost main engine power during a gale and are about to ground on a steeply shelving coast. What would your immediate actions be as master? 
	I would immediately assess the threat and decide urgently whether assistance, including salvage assistance, was needed or not. 

	How should you always react when your vessel is in a position of peril? 
	On the side of safety and pollution prevention rather than delay in the hope that the situation may improve. I should over-react rather than just react. 

	What is the general rule, when your vessel is in danger, about seeking advice and instructions from your owners? 
	Always to seek the advice and instructions of the owners, but only if time allows. I should immediately call for assistance from any available source if I think it necessary for the safety of my ship, crew, passengers and cargo. 

	In what circumstances should you contact your owners when you need a salvage service? 
	If I don't consider immediate assistance to be essential and if time allows. 

	What is the point of contacting the owners in the above situation, when plenty of vessels willing to assist are nearby? 
	Cheaper assistance could possibly be arranged through owners on a contractual basis stipulating ordinary tariff, fixed lump sum or a daily rate. (Some owners 'strongly advise' their masters to do this. ) 

	When should you never spend time trying to get the owners' agreement to terms, or in sending a contracted salvage vessel? 
	Where life, the ship, her cargo or the marine environment are in peril and I can engage a salvor more quickly myself. 

	Your vessel has suffered a crankcase explosion and is disabled 10 miles off the Norwegian coast. A powerful tug quickly offers assistance on Lloyd's Open Form terms. Would you accept? 
	Not unless my vessel was in a position of imminent peril. If conditions were such that there was adequate time, I would contact my owners (and time charterers, if appropriate), since they may be able to negotiate a cheaper salvage service with a salvor. Conditions may be such that there is no immediate danger. 
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	The Norwegian supply boat master in the last question sounds full of confidence on the radio, and says he has towed many ships. Would you let him get on with the job if you did engage his services? 
	I would give him all possible assistance to enable him to do the job, but I would bear in mind that the more that can be done without his assistance, the less will be his reward. For example, he may want to put a party on board to connect up the towline, but my own crew could do that. The more he does, the higher his claim is likely to be. 

	If one or more vessels respond to a call from you for immediate assistance, what would you do? 
	Immediately request them to undertake whatever action is necessary. I would not delay to negotiate a particular form of agreement or contract terms. I would immediately accept any form of contract offered (LOF or other) in order to get the salvage operation commenced. 

	When in a salvage situation, what consideration should be uppermost in your mind, in addition to any threat to life, your ship or the cargo? 
	The necessity to avoid or reduce the risk of pollution, i. e. harm to the environment. 

	When several ships of different types and sizes offer their services, what assistance would you accept? 
	The assistance that seems the most reasonable, taking into account the possible value of the assisting ships, their ability to perform the salvage services and the amount of their deviation from their intended routes. 

	Your ship having been towed to an agreed port of refuge, what action would you take if, because of port traffic congestion, the towing vessel proposed to leave you at an anchorage outside the harbour? 
	Remind him that he has not completed the salvage service until he has placed you in a place of safety or in the agreed port or place. He could sub-contract other tugs to relieve him, if you agree. 

	Accepting salvage assistance: considerations 

	In deciding whether to accept salvage assistance, what circumstances would you take account of? 
	( 1 ) Safety of personnel; (2) proximity to the shore or shoal water; (3) weather and sea conditions; (4) current and tide; (5) nature of sea bed and shoreline; (6) potential for safe anchoring; (7) availability of assistance; (8) damage already sustained by ship; (9) risk of further damage to ship; (10) prospect of maintaining communications; (11) threat of pollution; and (12) manpower and material requirements. 

	Your vessel is steaming 10 miles off the Norwegian coast when it is disabled by a crankcase explosion. You are not about to ground, but you send a Pan Pan and a supply vessel responds, offering a tow. What would be your reply? 
	Assuming there was no time to contact my owners, I would ask the supply boat master to agree to LOF 95 terms before accepting his services. 

	Offering salvage assistance: considerations 

	If a vessel is in danger, are you, as master of a nearby ship, under any obligation to save the vessel itself? 
	No. Shipmasters are under a statutory obligation to save human life only, and to prevent harm to the marine environment. The first priority is to decide how to save the lives on board, and then think about protecting the marine environment, and finally about saving the ship if circumstances permit. 

	Your ship, a bulk carrier, receives a call for assistance from a vessel which has suffered a major engine breakdown in mid-Atlantic. What would be your considerations as master before offering a tow? 
	A vessel requiring a tow is not necessarily in distress. I would therefore carefully consider: (1) whether the contract of carriage (as contained in the charterparty or bill of lading) gives my vessel liberty to tow; (2) whether I have sufficient bunkers and/or fresh water on board for the tow, and whether sufficient reserves can be maintained, throughout and after the tow, to meet the stipulations of owners or charterers; (3) whether there is a possibility of missing a cancelling date under the charterparty, (4) whether the nature of my cargo permits a lengthening of the voyage (which is especially relevant aboard a reefer); (5) whether my vessel's machinery is of adequate power and in good enough condition for towing; and (6) whether the value of the vessel requesting the tow, plus her cargo, is likely to be of sufficient value to merit a salvage service by my ship. 

	Having agreed in principle to giving another vessel a tow, what would be your considerations as master? 
	(1 ) Has an agreement to salvage under LOF 95 terms been made? (2) Has a port of destination/place of safety been agreed? (Where near the UK it is preferable to tow the vessel here rather than a Continental port. ) (3) Have I notified my owners and charterers so that additional hull insurance can be arranged if necessary? (4) Are proper records of all events and circumstances to date being kept? 

	How much money would you (as salvor) demand from the master of a ship which had asked you for a tow? (Your owner is abroad on holiday, so you cannot contact him. ) 
	It is immaterial. Courts and arbitrators will set aside any unreasonable demand. Under LOF 95 the reward is determined by arbitrators guided by a set of criteria for fixing the reward laid down in the International Salvage Convention. 

	Lloyd's Open Form (LOF) 

	What is the well known principle on which Lloyd's Open Form is based? 
	'No cure, no pay'. If the salvor doesn't succeed, he doesn't earn a reward. 
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	What are the benefits of using Lloyd's Open Form 1995? 
	(1 ) it can be agreed to by radio. (2) There is no need to haggle over the terms - they are fixed. (3) Any reward is determined by Lloyd's arbitrators after the salvage service. (4) The salvor gets an interim reward pending final settlement. (5) Basically it is a 'No cure, no pay' contract. (6) The salvor can obtain 'special compensation' for preventing or minimising harm to the environment. (7) The agreement or arbitration thereunder is governed by English law, including the English law of salvage. 

	When you, as master, enter into a Lloyd's Open Form contract with another party, on whose behalf are you doing so? 
	On behalf of the owners of my ship and all the property on board it, including the cargo, cargo containers, bunkers and stores, as well as the freight at risk. 

	How would assistance usually be offered on LOF terms? 
	Usually by radio, but it could be signalled by any means. A message might read, 'OFFER SALVAGE SERVICES BASIS LLOYD'S FORM LOF 95 NO CURE NO PAY. MASTER (SALVING SHIP'S NAME)'. 

	How would you reply with your acceptance of an LOF salvage offer? 
	'ACCEPT SALVAGE SERVICES BASIS LLOYD'S FORM LOF 95 NO CURE NO PAY. MASTER (MY SHIP'S NAME)'. 

	If you did not have a copy of LOF on board, would it matter in an emergency situation? 
	No, as long as specific reference is made to the LOF contract, including the particular edition (e. g. LOF 95) to which I'm agreeing. Once the agreement has been reached and my owners are informed, they will be able to contact the other party and have the form signed. 

	When you agree, as master of a vessel being taken in tow, to an offer of salvage services on the basis of LOF 95, on behalf of whom are you acting? 
	My owners, and all the owners of the other property involved, i. e. the cargo, freight at risk, bunkers, stores and any other property (collectively called 'the Owners' in the LOF document). I'm committing each of these parties to payment of part of any salvage reward earned by the salvor. 

	Where, as master, you awarded a contract on LOF terms, what would your legal status be in relation to the shipowners and cargo owners? 
	I would be an 'agent of necessity', assuming that I was not in a position to contact the shipowners and cargo owners and discuss the matter of engaging salvors beforehand. I must act in their best interests. 

	Once a salvor has agreed to the terms of LOF 1995, what is he basically obliged to do? 
	To use his best endeavours to: (1 ) salve the vessel and/or her cargo, freight, bunkers, stores and any other property thereon and take them to the place either previously or later agreed (either place to be a place of safety), or if no such place is agreed, to a place of safety; and (2) while performing the salvage services, to prevent or minimise damage to the environment. 

	As master of a ship which has been taken in tow by a salvor on LOF terms, when would you release the salvor? 
	When he had brought me either to the place agreed or to a place that I considered to be 'a place of safety'. 

	What is meant by 'a place of safety? 
	A place at which a vessel being salvaged can be returned to a reasonably safe condition such that her master and crew are capable of discharging responsibility for her safety and no further salvage assistance is necessary. It is not necessary for the vessel to be absolutely safe, nor does she have to be fully seaworthy, or fully repaired. It may be that all that is required are some temporary measures, e. g. temporary repairs and careful monitoring by her crew, to keep her in a reasonably safe condition until she reaches a repair yard. If so, she may be considered salved, and the salvor has completed his contractual obligation. It has been held, however, that a vessel was not in a place of safety where there were no facilities for repairs, no cargo storage or transshipment facilities, and where she could not lie in safety indefinitely. 

	What factors would you consider when deciding what is, or is not, a place of safety? 
	(1 ) The repair facilities; (2) the possibility of safely discharging and storing cargo and of forwarding it to its destination; (3) the danger of deterioration of the cargo in the place; (4) whether the place is the most suitable place at which the vessel can be repaired, with regard to nearness, convenience, cheapness and facilities; and (5) whether the vessel is capable of manoeuvring under her own power or not, and whether, therefore, she could still be regarded as being in a position of danger even though moored in a 'safe port'. Taking these factors into account, it may be necessary for the ship to be towed past ports at which she could lie in safety. Courts and arbitrators tend to consider that unless a vessel is at a port or place where she can effect the repairs necessary for the safe continuation of the voyage, she cannot be considered to be in a 'place of safety' as far as completion of the salvage service is concerned. I would not, therefore, release a salving vessel until his ship is in a place of safety or a port named in the LOF. 

	What future operations would you discuss with owners following (or during) refloating? 
	Choice of port of refuge (if necessary), discharging port, port for survey and repairs, and declaration of General Average. 
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	What would owners normally advise after refloating as in the last question? 
	In consultation with their leading underwriters (and probably the Salvage Association), they would normally advise me to make for an effective port of refuge, i. e. one with several repair yards capable of carrying out temporary or permanent repairs. 

	Is Lloyd's Open Form the only salvage contract used by professional salvors? 
	No. Various local forms are used in different parts of the world, e. g. in Japan the Japanese Form of Salvage Agreement may be offered by a salvor such as Nippon Salvage. 

	Would you accept a tow on any form other than LOF? 
	Yes, unless I could persuade the tug to perform the salvage service on LOF terms. 

	Is there likely to be a new edition of LOF? 
	Yes, a new LOF is in preparation, with improved terms for salvors. LOF 95 has been criticised by salvors for being complicated and not giving them enough incentive to offer assistance. 

	Record-keeping in salvage incidents 

	What records would you keep surrounding a breakdown and tow? 
	Detailed records of all events associated with the accident or the breakdown of machinery or equipment, and the salvage services subsequently rendered. The records may be in any form. I would keep all contemporaneous notes, whether on scraps of paper, in movement books or log books, together with course, rudder angle, depth and other records. I would ensure that appropriate entries were made in deck and engine room logs and in the Official Log Book. I would make a record of: particulars of the vessel and her cargo; the condition of the vessel including its position, proximity to the shore, nature of the sea bed, the condition of the engines and anchors, the availability of crew, etc.; all salvage services rendered; all expenses incurred (overtime, hire of boats, etc. ); and the weather conditions prevailing. 

	What information would collect relating to a salvage service rendered to your ship and cargo, and why? 
	Contemporaneous evidence about: the terms on which assistance was offered and accepted; details of assisting vessels; any measures taken before the salvor's arrival, and measures that might have taken to save the ship had salvors not arrived ('sue and labour' costs); any damage to my ship, injuries to crew, etc.; assistance rendered by my crew, myself and the ship's own appliances during the salvage services. This would be used in the arbitration or court hearing in deciding the amount of the salvor's reward. 

	What information would you record during a refloating operation? 
	Times of all events during the salvage operation; progress of the operation; state of tide, wind, sea and weather, the nature of any special risks faced by salvors; any damage or harm suffered by salvors; nature and extent of assistance given by ship's crew and equipment; details of any damage sustained by my ship during the operation. I would send a detailed report of the operation to the owners, including relevant log extracts, and a similar report to the MAIB. 

	What statements of expenditure should you draw up following a refloating incident? 
	A statement showing the vessel's expenditure and consumption in excess of the daily norm during the refloating operation, including: crew's overtime (itemised on a separate sheet); fuel oil; diesel oil; lube oil; sundry engine spares, stores, wire, shackles, etc. (itemised in a separate list). 

	Salvage security 

	Under an LOF salvage contract, what is the salvor entitled to on completion of the salvage services? 
	Salvage security from each of the respective owners of property salved. 

	On completion of LOF salvage services, how can the salvor ensure that he gets his security? 
	If security is not paid within 14 days (Saturdays, Sundays and holidays excepted) of completion of the salvage service, the salvor can retain possession of the property. He can also retain it if he believes its owners will attempt to remove it. If security is not paid or if there is an attempt at removal, the salvor can enforce his lien by having the ship and/or cargo arrested, and if necessary, sold by order of the court. (Salvage contractors normally insure against this risk, and the cost of doing so is included in the salvage award. ) 

	Salvage arbitrations, rewards and special compensation 

	Following the rendering of 'common law' salvage services, or 'pure salvage', who decides what salvage reward, if any, has been earned? 
	In the UK, a judge in a civil court having Admiralty jurisdiction. 

	Where is a LOF salvage reward decided? 
	Unless the reward is agreed privately between the parties, at a hearing of Lloyd's Salvage Arbitration panel in London. 

	What conditions must be met, in common law, for a salvage service to qualify for a salvage reward? 
	(1 ) There must be a peril; (2) salved property must be a recognised subject of salvage; (3) salvage service must be a voluntary act; (4) salvage service must result in success (i. e. property must be salved). 

	What is a recognised subject of salvage? 
	Ships; ships' equipment or stores; bunkers; cargo; human lives (if property is also saved). Freight at risk also contributes to salvor's reward.
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	What are the criteria laid down in the International Salvage Convention for fixing a salvage reward? 
	(1) The salved value of the vessel and other property; (2) the skill and efforts of the salvors in preventing or minimizing damage to the environment; (3) the measure of success obtained by the salvor; (4) the nature and degree of the danger; (5) the skill and efforts of the salvors in salving the vessel, other property and life; (6) the time used and expenses and losses incurred by the salvors; (7) the risk of liability and other risks run by the salvors or their equipment; (8) the promptness of the services rendered; (9) the availability and use of vessels or other equipment intended for salvage operations; (10) the state of readiness and efficiency of the salvor's equipment and the value thereof. (These criteria are incorporated into LOF 95. ) 

	When can a salvor obtain 'special compensation' under the International Salvage Convention? 
	When salvage operations involving a vessel which, by itself or its cargo, threatened damage to the environment, have failed to earn a reward (e. g. where there was no useful result) at least equivalent to the special compensation assessable under the Convention. 

	How much will a salvor's special compensation be, and who pays it? 
	It will equal his expenses, i. e. out-of-pocket expenses reasonably incurred in the salvage operation, and a fair rate for equipment and personnel actually and reasonably used. It is paid by the shipowner (who will claim from his P&l club). 

	Can a salvor increase his special compensation? 
	Yes, if he prevents or minimises damage to the environment, the special compensation may be increased up to a maximum of 30% of his expenses. However, the LOF arbitration tribunal, if it deems it fair and just to do so, and bearing in mind the relevant criteria for fixing the reward, may increase the special compensation up to a maximum of 100% of the salvor's expenses. 

	Could a salvor lose his special compensation? 
	Yes. If he is negligent and thereby fails to prevent or minimise damage to the environment, he may be deprived of all or part of his special compensation. 

	What is the SCOPIC Clause? 
	The 'Special Compensation P&l Clause', a supplementary clause to the LOF95 contract that provides for an alternative method of assessing Special Compensation instead of the method under Article 14 of the 7989 Salvage Convention. SCOPIC is intended to create a simplified framework for Special Compensation to promote fast response to casualties, but at the same time reduce the potential for legal disputes. 

	Intervention powers 

	The UK Government (in the shape of the DETR) has certain powers of intervention under the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 during marine emergencies. When are these powers exercisable by the DETR? 
	When (1) an accident has occurred to or in a ship; and (2) in the opinion of the DETR, oil from the ship will or may cause pollution on a large scale in the UK or UK waters; and in the opinion of the DETR the use of the powers conferred by this section is urgently needed. 

	What can the DETR do under its intervention powers? 
	For the purpose of preventing or reducing oil pollution, or the risk of oil pollution, it may give certain directions concerning the ship or its cargo. 

	Who can the DETR give these directions to? 
	To: (1 ) the owner of the ship, or to any person in possession of the ship; (2) the master of the ship; (3) any salvor in possession of the ship, or to any person who is the servant or agent of any salvor in possession of the ship, and who is in charge of the salvage operation. 

	What may the DETR's directions require to the persons in the last question? 
	They may require the person to whom they are given to take, or refrain from taking, any action of any kind whatsoever, and may require; (1) that the ship is to be, or is not to be, moved, or is to be moved to a specified place, or is to be removed from a specified place or locality; or (2) that the ship is not to be moved to a specified place or area, or over a specified route; or (3) that any oil or other cargo is to be, or is not to be, unloaded or discharged; or (4) that specified salvage measures are to be, or are not to be, taken. 

	What can the DETR do if its intervention powers prove inadequate, e. g. where the ship cannot be moved as directed? 
	It may, for the purposes of preventing or reducing oil pollution or its risk, take, as respects the ship or its cargo, any action of any kind whatsoever, including sinking or destroying the ship, or take over control of the ship. 

	What is the penalty for failing to comply with the DETR's directions? 
	A £50, 000 fine on summary conviction, or an unlimited fine on conviction on indictment. 

	Can these powers apply to a foreign ship? 
	Yes. The Intervention (Foreign Ships) Order 1997 extends the scope of the DETR's intervention powers under MSA 1995, enabling it to give directions in relation to a non-UK ship where there is a grave and imminent threat of pollution, provided that the persons or companies directed owe allegiance to the UK 

	Do the DETR's intervention powers apply where the cargo is something other than oil? 
	Yes. The Substances Other than Oil (Intervention) Order 1997 prescribes numerous non-oil substances (most of which are chemicals), the threat of pollution from which following a shipping casualty will trigger the DETR's intervention powers. 
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	if you have broken down close to a foreign country's coast, does that country have any powers over your ship? 
	The government of a country whose interests my ship threatens, e. g. by pollution, has a right to take action within its territorial waters when the ship has suffered a maritime casualty. In port or estuarial waters, the local port or harbour authority may also have jurisdiction. 

	What is the position with regard to intervention rights where the ship is on the High Seas? 
	Under the Intervention Convention, the government of any country that is threatened by pollution may take measures to prevent, mitigate or eliminate any grave and imminent danger of pollution. The government must consult, if possible, with other affected governments, including that of the ship's flag state, the owners of the ship and cargo, if known. Measures taken must be reasonably necessary for the purpose, and compensation is payable if damage is caused by excessive measures. 

	PORT OF REFUGE DECISIONS  

	Under what circumstances would you decide to make for a Port of Refuge? 
	When it becomes unsafe to continue the voyage for any reason, e. g. a dangerous shift of cargo; an unextinguishablefire; after suffering serious hull damage (e. g. from grounding, collision, heavy weather, loss of plating); a main machinery failure not repairable at sea; loss of propeller or rudder. 

	Who would you inform that you are making for a port of refuge, and what requests would you make to these parties? 
	Owners; charterers; agent at original destination port. I would request owners to nominate an agent for me to contact at the port of refuge, and the P&l club correspondent. Owners would contact the classification society surveyor. On contacting nominated port agent, request him to notify relevant officials (port state administration, harbour authority, customs, immigration, port health, etc. ). 

	You are in the Pacific with serious steering gear problems, but the nearest port with repair facilities is 2000 miles away. Would you steam to this port or not? 
	I would steam to the nearest port at which there was a class surveyor, which would probably be the same as the nearest port with repair facilities. If I couldn't effect repairs at sea it would be unsafe to continue the voyage; attempting to do so would expose the owners to liability for any loss or damage to cargo (e. g. if the ship grounded after a steering failure when attempting to enter a port of call). At the same time, under class rules, I must take the vessel to a port where she can be surveyed whenever there is damage of this sort. Breaching class rules would invalidate hull and machinery and P&l cover. 

	PORT ARRIVAL PREPARATIONS 

	General preparations 

	Your ship is 2 hours from the pilot station. What general preparations would you make for arrival in port? 
	Pre-arrival checks (anchors cleared, test engines astern, E/S running, navigational gear all working, parallel indexing). Make pilot boarding preparations. Send pre-arrival messages. Check port entry publications. Close the bonded store. Have all customs declaration forms (if on board) and stores lists, crew lists, etc. completed. Have proper courtesy ensign ready. 

	You are approaching the coast of a South American country, but you are not sure when you will be inside the national waters of the country. How would you find out? 
	I would look in Notice No. 12 in the Annual Summary of Admiralty Notices to Mariners, which contains a list of national claims to maritime jurisdiction (i. e. territorial waters and fisheries jurisdiction, etc. ). The UK Government does not recognise claims to territorial seas exceeding 12 miles, to contiguous zones exceeding 24 miles or to EEZs and fisheries zones exceeding 200 miles. 

	Arrival messages 

	What messages would you send before arriving at a port on a large ship? 
	(1) ETA to the agent, with a request for berth details, crew relief arrangements, etc. and giving requirements for cash, provisions, bunkers, FW, etc.; (2) request for boatmen / linesmen, also to agent; (3) request for a pilot - sometimes made direct to a pilot station or harbour authority, or via agent (check Admiralty Sailing Directions for appropriate method); (4) notification to Port Health Authority of any circumstances requiring the attention of the Port Medical Officer. (At a UK port the message must arrive 4-12 hours before the ship. ) I would also show health clearance signals. (5) confirmation to port authority that all equipment is in good working order before entering port limits (usually made by VHF when near fairway); (6) if carrying dangerous or polluting goods, a check list for vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods; (7) I would check the charterparty for any special instructions about messages to be sent. Request for tug(s) might be made in conjunction with pilot request. 

	Port entry preparations 

	Which publications would you consult before entering a port for the first time? 
	(1) The passage plan and any associated notebook; (2) any special instructions from owners/time charterers; (3) any information about the port received from owners or charterers; (4) port approaches charts and harbour charts (corrected up to date); (5) relevant sailing directions 
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	('pilot books') (corrected up to date); (6) Guide to Port Entry or similar publication, if on board; (7) Admiralty List of Lights (corrected up to date); (8) tide tables and tidal stream atlases; (9) Admiralty List of Radio Signals (corrected up to date). 

	What preparations would you make for a pilot's boarding? 
	Contact pilot station, agree boarding arrangements. Detail officer to supervise rigging of and stand by ladder. Ensure Pilot Card and any other relevant information ready. Have conning plan in mind, Remind OOW that when pilot has charge, OOW must still monitor ship's progress and report as necessary. Fly G flag; have H flag ready. 

	Harbour towage preparations 

	You decide you need a tug in a certain port, but your owners have strong views on the taking of tugs by masters. What is your legal position? 
	Any shipmaster has implied authority to engage a tug or tugs whenever he deems it reasonably necessary for the safety of the ship's operations, and the shipowner (or operator or time charterer, as the case may be) will be bound by the terms of the contract the master makes with the tug owner, if they are reasonable. 

	What guidance does the MCA give about towage? 
	M. 1406 (Safefy of towed ships and other floating objects)', and M. 1531 (Safety of tugs whilst towing) have both been cancelled without replacement. 

	Documents to have ready for arrival 

	What documents would you have ready for arrival at an EU port if you had come from a port outside the EU? 
	Pilot card; check list for vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods; master's (customs) declaration (C 13 in UK); crew declaration (C 142 in UK); cargo declaration or manifest (on computer disc if authorised by local customs); stores declaration (for some countries); bunker declaration (for some countries); cargo documents, e. g. bills of lading, sea waybills, dangerous goods notes; several copies of the up-to-date crew list (on the official I MO/F AL form); a passenger list or declaration (PAS 15 in UK); all statutory and class certificates (preferably in clear plastic pockets in a binder); a check list for the pilot and harbour master as per MSN 1741 if carrying dangerous goods or marine pollutants; the clearance from the last port; a Maritime Declaration of Health; and a written authorization for the agent to act for the master. 

	Dangerous or polluting goods notification 

	If your ship was bound for an EU port or anchorage from a non-EU port while carrying dangerous or polluting goods, what would the operator first have to do? 
	The operator would have to notify the information in Schedule 1 of MSN 1741 to the competent authority for the destination port or anchorage on or before departure of the ship from the last port of loading. If there is more than one destination port or anchorage in one or more EU member States, the information must be notified to the competent authority for the first destination port or anchorage. 

	Who is the UK's 'competent authority' for EU dangerous and polluting goods notifications under MSN 1741? 
	The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA), at Dover. 

	What information would the operator have to give to the competent authority in the above case (i. e. what is in Schedule 1 of MSN 1741)? 
	Name and call sign of vessel; nationality of vessel; length and draught of vessel in metres; port of destination. ETA at port of destination or pilot station, as required by the competent authority; estimated time of departure (ETD); intended route; correct technical name of the dangerous and polluting goods, the UN numbers (if any), the IMO hazard classes in accordance with the IMDG, IBC and IGC Codes, the quantities of such goods and their location on board (in a list, manifest or stowage plan) and, if in portable tanks or freight containers, their identification marks. 

	Dangerous or polluting goods check list 

	What special documentation would you need to complete if arriving at any EU port from outside the EU carrying dangerous or polluting goods? 
	A Check List For Ships Carrying Dangerous Or Polluting Goods as set out in Schedule 2 of MSN 1741. 

	Who must the check list be made available to at the port of arrival? 
	(1 ) Any pilot boarding the ship to pilot it within the port; (2) the competent authority (e. g. harbour master) if requested; and (3) any other person specified by the competent authority. 

	What are the contents of the Check List for Ships Carrying Dangerous or Polluting Goods in MSN 1741? 
	There are 4 parts: A: Ship identification. B: Safety installations aboard (whether in working order or not, with notes of deficiencies). C: Documents (ship's certificates, record books, etc. ). D: Officers and ratings (details of certificates of competency). 

	What duties do UK pilots have in connection with the Dangerous or Polluting Goods Check List? 
	Any pilot engaged in berthing, unberthing or manoeuvring a ship in UK waters who concludes that it has deficiencies that may prejudice its safe navigation must immediately inform the harbour authority. The pilot may reach this conclusion either through observation, or by reference to the completed Check List, or by the absence of a Check List. 
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	Use of vessel traffic services (VTS) 

	Is use of VTS compulsory when entering or leaving UK ports? 
	Yes, where VTS is provided. Thus is required under the Reporting Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous or Polluting Goods Regulations. 

	Preparations for customs 

	What preparations would you make for Customs when arriving in the UK from a port in Norway (i. e. outside the EU)? 
	I would: (1) make a final bonded stores issue before closing the bond; (2) tally the remaining contents of the bond and enter details on two copies of the Master's Declaration (C 13); (3) complete the remaining details and sign the Master's Declarations; (4) circulate the Crew Declaration (C 142) for individual crew entries and signatures; and (5) complete and sign two copies of the Cargo Declaration. 

	Are any customs formalities generally required on arrival in an EU port from another EU port? 
	No, not since the start of the Single European Market in January 1993. 

	Preparations for port health clearance 

	You are master of a ship arriving in a UK port from India. What circumstances must you report to the port health authority? 
	If, during the previous 28 days, there have been on board: (1) the death of any crew member or passenger, other than by accident; (2) illness where the person who is ill has or had a temperature of 38°C or greater which was accompanied by a rash, glandular swelling or jaundice, or where such temperature persisted for more than 48 hours; or (3) illness where the person has or had diarrhoea severe enough to interfere with work or normal activities. 

	If, as master, you had to notify a UK port health authority of some circumstance requiring the attention of a port medical officer, how would you do it? 
	I would send a radio message through a coast radio station, prefixed 'PORTELTH', to the port health authority not less than 4 hours nor more than 12 hours before my ETA If my ship was already in port I would contact the port health authority through the agent. 

	If, as master, your ship requires health clearance on arrival in a UK port, what signals would you show? 
	By day, the international flag signal QQ; or by night, a red light over a white light about 2 metres apart, visible all round the horizon. 

	As master of a ship arriving at a UK port from India, what documents would you have ready for production if you are advised that port health officials are boarding on arrival? 
	(1 ) A Maritime Declaration of Health, if carried; (2) the ship's Deratting or Deratting Exemption Certificate; (3) a few copies of the current Crew List. The boarding officer may also want to see the crew's Vaccination Certificates. 

	Preparations for immigration officer 

	Arriving from Australia with passengers, what arrival preparations would you make for Immigration officials? 
	I would have ready a PAS 15 (Arrival) and several copies of the current Crew List. The crew may need to be mustered with their passports for inspection. 

	Preparations for agent 

	What arrival preparations would you make for meeting the ship's agent? 
	I would have ready a written list of the ship's requirements, e. g. cash, crew travel, repairs, stores, fresh water, bunkers, provisions. I would have ready (in plastic wallets if possible) the ships' certificates, which the agent may need to take ashore. I would also have the cargo documents ready (manifest, bills of lading, waybills, etc. ). 

	Preparations for cargo operations 

	What preparations would you make for commencing cargo operations? 
	I would hold a pre-arrival meeting with all officers and POs (e. g. the pumpman) concerned with cargo operations. I would ensure that the 'Chain Register' (i. e. Register of Lifting Appliances and Cargo Handling Gear) was in order for inspection by shore labour representatives (as well as Port State officials). 
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Section I: In Port
	PILOTAGE 

	Pilot transfer arrangements 

	What UK regulations contain the master's duties concerning pilot transfer arrangements? 
	The Pilot Transfer Arrangements Regulations, which replace The Pilot Ladders and Hoists Regulations. 

	Where can you find the detailed requirements relating to pilot ladders, etc. ? 
	In MSN 1716. It contains the detailed technical requirements about pilot ladders, accommodation ladders used in conjunction with pilot ladders, mechanical pilot hoists and access to the deck. 

	What are your duties as master under the Pilot Transfer Regulations? 
	To ensure that: (1 ) all pilot transfer arrangements meet the requirements of MSN 1716 and are sufficient for the purpose of enabling pilots and other persons using such arrangements to embark and disembark safely; (2) all pilot transfer equipment is properly maintained, stowed and regularly inspected to ensure that, so far as reasonably practicable, it is safe to use; (3) the rigging and testing of equipment for pilot transfer, and the procedures in place for transfers, comply with MSN 1716; and (4) each pilot ladder is used only for the embarkation and disembarkation of pilots and officials and other persons authorised by me as master on arrival at or departure from a port. 

	What are the duties of the 'responsible officer1 with regard to pilot transfers? 
	(1 ) To supervise the rigging, testing and use of the pilot transfer arrangements; and (2) to ensure that crew members engaged in rigging and use of the pilot transfer arrangements have been instructed in the rigging and operating procedures as contained in the appropriate manuals. 

	Pilotage 

	You are master of a ship arriving at a UK pilot station. The pilot has come on board and has arrived on the bridge. What actions would you take? 
	I would: (1) have the H flag or night signal shown; (2) introduce myself as master; (3) if carrying any dangerous or polluting goods, give the pilot the check list in MSN 1741; (4) give the pilot the ship's information on the Pilot Card; (5) ascertain the pilot's intentions and agree a conning plan with him; (6) ensure that the OOW monitors the ship's progress whilst in the pilot's charge. 

	Where on a UK ship can you find an example of a pilot card? 
	In Appendix 1 to MGN 30, and in the Bridge Procedures Guide if carried. 

	What do the Reporting Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous or Polluting Goods Regulations require masters to provide on demand to pilots or a 'competent authority'? 
	Details of the ship, its equipment, crew and survey certificates. This requirement applies on vessels bound for or leaving an EU port when carrying dangerous or polluting goods. 

	What offences might you, as master, commit under the Pilotage Act 1987? 
	(1) Not being under pilotage as required after an authorised pilot has offered to take charge of the ship; (2) navigating the ship, if she is non-exempt, in a compulsory pilotage area without notifying the harbour authority that I propose to do so; (3) being under pilotage of an unauthorised person in a harbour without first notifying the harbour authority; (4) being under pilotage of an unauthorised pilot in a harbour, after an authorised pilot has offered his services; (5) not declaring the ship's draught, length, beam and other required information to the pilot; (6) not bringing the ship's defects to the pilot's notice; (7) making a false statement in response to a request from a pilot for information, or a false statement made by another person; (8) taking an authorised pilot out of his district without reasonable excuse; (9) not facilitating a pilot's boarding and leaving the ship. 

	What is a pilot's legal status in most countries? 
	He is an advisor to the master, without having command, navigational control or charge of the vessel. The pilot's duty is restricted to advising the master of local conditions affecting safe navigation. The master has full responsibility for the navigation and manoeuvring of his ship during all acts of pilotage. (Hence the bridge movement book term, To Master's Orders and Pilot's Advice'. 

	How does UK law see the pilot's status? 
	A pilot has been defined (in section 742, MSA 1894) as 'any person not belonging to a ship who has the conduct thereof. This makes him rather more than a simple adviser, and UK courts tend to take the view that a pilot's advice should be followed on account of his specialised local knowledge and special skill. 

	In which waterways of the world do pilots have extraordinary responsibility and powers? 
	In the Panama Canal Zone (whilst in a canal lock), and in the River Hooghly. 
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	Your Chief Officer is due for promotion to master and has asked you to explain the main points of the master/pilot relationship. What would you tell him? 
	Generally, the master should: (1) follow the pilot's advice unless he has good reason to believe that following that advice will endanger the ship; (2) see that the ship's navigation is monitored (including plotting fixes/positions on charts) as if there were no pilot on board; (3) insist that the pilot takes all reasonable precautions; (4) ensure that the officers, helmsmen, etc. attend to the pilot's requests with efficiency and courtesy; (5) instruct the OOW that he has charge of the vessel whilst under pilotage, unless specifically informed otherwise by the master; (6) always state his opinion to the pilot on important matters of navigation and manoeuvring and warn the pilot if it appears that the pilot is taking or proposing to take any action of which the master disapproves. 

	When should you, as master, definitely interfere in the pilotage of your ship? 
	(1 ) When the pilot is incapable through illness, drink or drugs, or (2) when the pilot gives orders to the helmsman which would, if carried out, result in a breach of the law. 

	In a UK ship, where can you find advice about the master/pilot relationship? 
	In MGN 72 (Navigation Safety). 

	What advice does MGN 72 give regarding the master/pilot relationship? 
	It draws attention to an extract from an IMO Resolution (A285(VIII)) which states: 'Despite the duties and obligations of a pilot, his presence on board does not relieve the officer of the watch from his duties and obligations for the safety of the ship. He should co-operate closely with the pilot and maintain an accurate check on the vessel's position and movements. If he is in any doubt as to the pilot's actions or intentions, he should seek clarification from the pilot and if doubt still exists he should notify the master immediately and take whatever action is necessary before the master arrives. ' 

	Who is generally liable for the consequences of negligent navigation whilst the ship is under pilotage? 
	The shipowner. 

	What are a UK pilot's duties with respect to reporting a ship's defects? 
	Any pilot engaged in berthing, unberthing or manoeuvring a ship in UK waters who concludes that it has deficiencies that may prejudice its safe navigation must, under the Reporting Requirements Regulations as explained in MSN 1741, immediately inform the harbour authority. A pilot may reach this conclusion through observations, by reference to the completed Schedule 2 check list received from the ship's master, or by the absence of the check list. (The harbour authority must forward this information to the MCA. ) 

	TOWAGE  

	On what terms are towage services normally rendered in the UK? 
	UK Standard Conditions for Towage and Other Services (usually abbreviated to UKSTC). 

	How is towage defined in UKSTC? 
	As 'any operation in connection with the holding, pushing, pulling, moving, escorting or guiding of or standing by the Hirer's vessel'. 

	What is the difference between towage and salvage? 
	A contract for towage is for agreed purposes and for an agreed sum, i. e. the work and the price are fixed. It is not voluntary and no salvage reward is due. Salvage, however, is a voluntary action, and is dependent on success; hence the term 'no cure, no pay' in many salvage contracts. 

	When does towage become salvage? 
	Where a vessel is contracted to tow, but renders services beyond the call of the towage contract, she may possibly have a claim for salvage (this being determined by a court or arbitrators). However, the party claiming salvage would have to show that the service changed from towage to salvage not through want of skill on his part, but by some accident over which he had no control. (UK Standard Towage Conditions, on which terms tugs are usually hired in the UK, preserve the right of the tug owners and crews to claim salvage or special compensation for any extraordinary services rendered to vessels or anything aboard vessels by any tug or tender. ) 

	BERTHING  

	Coming alongside, your vessel collides fairly heavily with the berth, damaging both the ship and the quay. What action would you take? 
	I would; (1) inform owners and P&l club correspondent a. s. a. p.; (2) submit a full report to owners, signed where possible by the pilot, tug master(s) and any eye-witnesses (e. g. linesman), and including: speed and angle of approach, appended extracts from logs detailing helm and engine movements, weather conditions, state of tide and current; (3) record in deck log any defects or damage to jetty prior to or immediately on berthing; (4) with assistance of P&l club correspondent if necessary, appoint an independent surveyor to inspect the damage; (5) this should ideally be a joint survey with a surveyor appointed by the port/terminal 
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	operator or their underwriters; (6) take and submit to owners photographs of damage to quay; (7) if requested, give port/terminal operator and/or their surveyors every opportunity to survey damage to the vessel, and attempt to agree with them the cause and extent of the damage. 

	What document would you expect to receive from the port or terminal operator after colliding with a quay, and what would be your response to it? 
	A letter of protest holding the ship liable for the contact damage. When signing for receipt of this I would not admit any liability, since (1 ) the ship may not, in fact, be liable, if the reason for the damage is found to be some cause beyond my control; and (2) underwriters and P&l club rules prohibit owners from admitting liability without their consent. 

	Whilst berthing on a windy night, damage is sustained by your ship and the quay. What reports must you make? 
	Under the Accident Reporting and Investigation Regulations a report of an accident must be sent to the MAIB on two counts: (1 ) ship causing material damage; and (2) ship sustaining material damage. The harbour master or quay owners, as well as my owners, and any time charterer, should also be informed. 

	CUSTOMS, HEALTH and IMMIGRATION PROCEDURES (ARRIVAL) 

	UK Customs inwards clearance 

	Under what circumstances must you make Report to Customs on arrival at a UK port? 
	(1 ) If arriving in a port from a place outside the EC; or (2) if arriving from another EC country, but carrying uncleared imported goods loaded in a country outside the EC, or for onward carriage to a non-EC country. 

	What should you have told Customs in advance of arrival, and why? 
	If there are on board (1) any passengers who are going to disembark; or (2) crew members who will be paying off. Customs may need to ask them questions and examine their baggage and any articles they are carrying. They must know of their arrival in advance so they can be present to give them clearance. 

	Does the master always have to make the Report to Customs in person ? 
	No. Unless Customs inform the master otherwise, an agent may act on his behalf, e. g. the port agent or a ship's officer. 

	How would you report to Customs on arrival in a UK port from a port outside the EU? 
	I would: (1) complete and submit form C 13 - Master's Declaration (at least 2 copies); (2) submit C 142 - Crew Declaration (2 copies); (3) submit a Cargo Declaration, either on the C 13, or by a cargo manifest, IMO form or computer disk (with Customs approval); (4) attach form PAS 15 (Arrival) Passenger Return if any passengers on board; (5) have several copies of the current crew list ready. 

	When will Customs ask for your Report, and what will they do with the documents? 
	If they visit the ship on arrival, Customs will normally ask me for the report then. The Customs officer will keep the original documents and will return the duplicates to me. 

	What will Customs do about the bond locker? 
	The Customs officer will compare the contents of the locker with the Stores List written by me on the back of the C 13, and if everything is in order will seal the locker for the duration of the ship's stay in port. 

	In many UK ports, Customs don't board arriving ships. How can you, as master, make the Report? 
	If Customs do not visit the ship, the originals only must be delivered to a designated place in the port not later than 3 hours after the ship has reached its place of loading or unloading, or within 24 hours of arrival within port limits if by then the ship has not reached a place of loading or unloading (e. g. a lay-by berth). 

	Can the 3-hour time limit for delivering the Report be increased under any circumstances? 
	Yes. It may be increased to 6 hours if the agent tells Customs in advance whether or not the ship will be carrying livestock, including birds. The agent must declare this in writing to the designated customs office responsible for the ship's berth or dock during opening hours, and at least 6 hours before the ship's arrival in port. 

	Your ship arrives at a port anchorage at night, ready to discharge overside in the morning. How can you make your Report to Customs? 
	If no Customs officer visits and takes my Report, I can wait until 0900 hours to deliver it. 

	How is your Clearance actually granted? 
	By the Customs officer stamping the C 13 form at its foot. 

	What would you do with the duplicate copy of the C 13 returned to you by Customs? 
	Keep it on board while my ship is in port. Customs may want to see it if they visit during the port call. 

	What is the procedure for reporting to Customs on arrival in a UK port from an EU country? 
	Since the advent of the Single Market on 1 January 1993 there have been no requirements for reporting to Customs in the UK on arrival from another EU country. Other merchant vessels engaged on non-EC voyages are still required to report and clear, however. 

	You are master of an offshore supply vessel arriving at Peterhead from a North Sea rig located in the UK sector. Must you report to Customs? 
	Yes. The UK Continental Shelf (UKCS) is regarded by HM Customs as a third country', i. e. beyond the EC. Offshore supply vessels (OSVs) servicing installations on the UKCS from UK ports may be required to report and clear as if they were vessels arriving from or departing for non-EC ports. 

	What special arrangements may UK Customs allow for offshore supply vessels? 
	Supply vessels regularly supplying fixed offshore installations may be allowed a variation of the normal coastwise procedures with the written 
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	agreement of the Customs officer at the place where the ship is usually based. Block or 'omnibus' clearances valid for one month's sailings are sometimes granted in these cases. 

	What are the UK Customs requirements for coastwise trading cargo vessels? 
	A Cargo Book must be carried by ships mainly carrying domestic goods coastwise around the UK. It identifies the ship, master and port of registry, and gives details of all domestic goods carried as cargo coastwise. The master is responsible for its accuracy and for keeping it up to date. The Cargo Book must show: (1 ) a description and the quantity of the cargo; (2) when and where the cargo was loaded; (3) where it was intended to discharge the cargo; and 4) when and where the cargo was actually discharged. Uncleared foreign cargo and cargo already cleared for export need not be shown in the Cargo Book, but it may avoid confusion to show them. The Cargo Book may be kept either as a register or in loose-leaf form (in which case the cargo manifest or bill of lading may form the basic record; if a bill of lading is used, it must show the 4 details as above. Customs officers may inspect the Cargo Book and make copies. The Cargo Book must be kept for at least 6 months after the date of the last entry, either on board or at an approved place. 

	Which ships are generally exempt from normal UK Customs procedures? 
	Ships sailing within port limits, ferries (i. e. any passenger-carrying vessel operating a public service to a published timetable), dredgers, RFAs and other Armed Services vessels, vessels operated or chartered by government departments, vessels dumping rubbish calling at only one port, and fishing vessels. 

	Health clearance procedure 

	What does free pratique' mean? 
	Health clearance, i. e. permission to disembark and commence cargo operations. 

	Which regulations govern health clearance in the UK? 
	The Public Health (Ships) Regulations 1979, which implement the World Health Organization's International Health Regulations. 

	In what circumstances must you obtain health clearance at a UK port? 
	If arriving from a foreign port when, during the previous 28 days, there have been on board any of the occurrences which the master is required to report. These are: (1 ) death of any crew member or passenger, other than by accident; (2) illness where the person who is ill has or had a temperature of 38°C or greater which was accompanied by a rash, glandular swelling or jaundice, or where such temperature persisted for more than 48 hours; or (3) illness where the person has or had diarrhoea severe enough to interfere with work or normal activities. 

	In order to obtain health clearance, do you have to report any conditions on board other than those in the last question? 
	Yes. The presence on board must be reported of: (1) a person suffering from an infectious disease or who has symptoms which may indicate the presence of infectious disease; (2) any animal or captive bird of any species including rodents or poultry or mortality or illness among such animals or birds; and (3) any circumstances likely to cause the spread of infectious disease (e. g. an infestation of cockroaches). 

	What is the health clearance procedure if there have been none of the above occurrences on board in the last 28 days? 
	Then unless directed otherwise by an officer of the port health authority there are no restrictions on the commencement of operations or leaving the ship, except for the control of animals. 

	Are the port health clearance procedures the same in all UK ports? 
	No. They may differ slightly from port to port. 

	If, on arrival at a UK port, you had something to report to the port health authority, what should you have done when approaching the port? 
	Send a radio message to the port health authority (prefixed 'PORTELTH') through a coast radio station, not less than 4 hours nor more than 12 hours before the ETA. Vessels already in port should contact the port health authority (via the agent if necessary). 

	If you are arriving at a UK port from Africa with passengers, what lists might the port medical officer want? 
	Lists of passengers and crew leaving the ship together with the addresses they are going to in the UK 

	What declaration might you be required to make to the port health authority in a UK port or any other port in the world? 
	A Maritime Declaration of Health. 

	What information is required on a Maritime Declaration of Health? 
	Maritime Declaration of Health forms vary in style from port to port but usually require: (1) port of arrival; (2) date; (3) name of ship; (4) ports from/to; (5) nationality of ship; (6) master's name; (7) NRT; (8) Deratting or Deratting Exemption Certificate issued (date/place); (9) number of passengers; (10) number of crew; (11 ) list of ports of call from commencement of voyage with dates of departure. 6 questions on the Maritime Declaration of Health require a 'Yes' or 'No' answer from the master: (1) Has there been on board during the voyage* any case or suspected case of plague, cholera, or yellow fever? (2) Has plague occurred or been suspected amongst the rats or mice on board during the voyage, or has there been an unusual mortality amongst them? (3) Has any person died on board during the voyage otherwise than as a 
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	result of accident? (4) Is there on board or has there been during the voyage any case of illness which you suspect to be of an infectious nature? (5) Is there any sick person on board now? (6) Are you aware of any other condition on board which may lead to infection or the spread of infectious disease? 

	What is an infectious disease in the context of a Maritime Declaration of Health form? 
	A quarantinable disease or any other infectious or contagious disease other than VD or TB. A list of them is given on the Maritime Declaration of Health form. 

	If you don't have a doctor on board, when would you suspect the presence of an infectious disease? 
	If there was (1 ) fever accompanied by prostration or persisting for several days, or attended with glandular swelling; (2) any acute skin rash or eruption with or without fever; (3) severe diarrhoea with symptoms of collapse; or (4) jaundice accompanied by fever. ' 

	Your ship's accommodation requires fumigation in port. Where would you find guidance on fumigation? 
	In the Supplement to the IMDG Code. 

	TAKING OVER and HANDING OVER COMMAND  

	You are joining a 120, 000 dwt bulk carrier tomorrow at a coal terminal. What would your initial actions be, from the time of your arrival on the quayside? 
	On my way to the master's accommodation I would form an initial impression of the ship's general condition and maintenance by noting the exterior, including draft marks, load line, rigging of accommodation ladder and safety net, visible LSA and fire fighting appliances. 

	Apart from the ship's documents, what other things would you want to check before taking over as master? 
	(1 ) The off-going master's hand-over report or notes; (2) the ship's condition report; (3) manning levels (against the SMD); (4) the standard of crew competency and training; (5) voyage orders; and (6) the combination number for the safe! 

	You join a ship in a distant part of the world. Your foreign officers and ratings are to join 2 days later. What would you look for when they join, and what would be your priorities? 
	(1 ) I would first check to see that all crew members joining had a Medical Fitness Certificate, and that it was issued by a country listed in the MGN containing Part 1 of the Training and Certification Guidance. (2) I would check all crew training and competency certificates (all of which should be carried in original form), and check that appropriate certificates had been revalidated as required. (3) If all crew documentation was OK, I would ensure that all new crew received Familiarisation Training as per STCW 95. (4) I would then hold meetings with senior management personnel to discuss ship's operations (crew, machinery, voyage, cargo). (5) I would discuss passage planning with the appropriate officer. 

	How would you 'sign yourself on' as master on a UK ship where the former master had already left? 
	I would: (1) complete the white spaces on ALC1(b), noting the Reference (E... ) Number; (2) enter my name, rank and Ref. No. on the inside front cover of the OLB; (3) enter my name and Certificate of Competency number on the front cover of the OLB; (4) check the ship's documents and money, etc.; (5) make an entry in the narrative section of the OLB to the effect that I had superseded the other master in his absence and had received all ship's documents. (The other master may have already made an entry 'handing over' same to his successor. ) 

	REPORTING WRECK 

	What is meant by 'wreck' in UK law? 
	'Jetsam', 'flotsam', 'lagan' or derelict found in or on the shores of the sea or any tidal water. 'Jetsam' means goods or cargo jettisoned from a vessel. 'Flotsam' means floating wreckage (e. g. of a ship or cargo). 'Lagan' means goods, cargo or wreckage at the bottom of sea, including goods attached to a buoy with a view to later recovery. A derelict is an abandoned vessel, ownerless at sea without hope or intention of recovery. 

	To whom must all wreck brought into the UK or found in UK waters be reported? 
	The Receiver of Wreck at the MCA, Southampton. 

	What is the proper procedure when wreck is found? 
	If the finder is not the owner of the wreck, a form must be obtained from the Receiver of Wreck, Coastguard station or Customs and Excise and must be completed and sent to the Receiver of Wreck. The finder may be allowed to keep any items of wreck reported subject to agreement with the Receiver of Wreck. The goods are held under the control of the Receiver for one year from the date of their report; the finder may not use or dispose of them. The Receiver will try to locate the owner; the finder has a duty to assist in this. If at the end of the 12-month period the owner has not been traced, the goods will be disposed of. 

	How does the Receiver of Wreck dispose of the goods? 
	If the goods were found outside the UK (or its territorial waters), ownership may be transferred to the finder as salvor on payment of any expenses incurred by the Receiver in the 12-month period, and any Customs charges owing. If the goods were found in the UK or its waters, they may be put up for sale at auction, or the finder may be 
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	awarded the goods in lieu of a salvage payment. (The decision is at the discretion of the Receiver of Wreck. ) If the goods are sold, once all costs have been deducted from the money raised, the finder will be awarded a sum as a salvage reward. (This does not preclude the finder from making a bid for the goods. ) 

	What happens if the owner claims the goods during the 12-month period? 
	The finder may be entitled to a salvage reward. The goods will not be released to their owner until any outstanding charges have been paid, including any salvage award made. 

	Who decides on the level of the salvage award when wreck is found? 
	A civil court with Admiralty jurisdiction. 

	What is the procedure where the wreck finder is also the owner of the goods? 
	He must still advise the Receiver of Wreck of the salvage, describing how the goods can be recognised. He will also be required to pay any Customs charges on the goods. 

	Passing 2 miles off Dover harbour, while bound for Le Havre, you find a floating cargo container and manage to recover it on board. Should you land it in Le Havre? 
	No. Under MSA 1995 it is an offence to take into a foreign port and sell: (1 ) any vessel stranded/derelict or otherwise in distress found on or near the coasts of the UK or any tidal water within UK waters; (2) any part of the cargo or equipment of, or anything belonging to, such a vessel; or (3) any wreck found within those waters. 

	What are you allowed to do to people boarding without your permission if your vessel has been wrecked or stranded, or is in distress? 
	Under MSA 1995 I may forcibly repel them. 

	CONSULAR BUSINESS and PROTESTS 

	Consular business 

	Why might you, as master, want to visit the British Consul in a foreign port? 
	(1 ) To note protest; (2) to obtain official documents such as crew agreement forms, official log books and radio logs; (3) to hand in official documents (as above) on expiry of the crew agreement; (4) to report a death occurring on board, or the death of a seaman ashore; (5) to obtain the form for or submit a return of death (RBD. 1); (6) to make a statement for the purposes of the consul's inquiry into a death; (7) to make arrangements for repatriation or burial of a deceased seaman or person who died on board; (8) to obtain consular authentication of an extension to a certificate's validity, received by radio or fax from the MCA; (9) to obtain an extension document from the consul in cases of difficulty with the above (see M. 1380); (10) to obtain advice about a seaman's wages dispute; (11 ) to report the leaving behind of a seaman (e. g. in hospital or prison); (12) to make arrangements for the relief and repatriation of a seaman left behind; (13) to apply for a survey; (14) to ask for advice about some aspect of local law, commercial practice, port regulations, etc.; (15) in connection with some problem concerning the port state's acceptance of ship's certificates or seamen's documents; (16) in connection with the detention or arrest of the vessel; (17) in connection with the detention or arrest of any person carried in the ship. 

	Noting protest 

	What is a protest or sea protest? 
	A solemn declaration, made under oath; a form of deposition. 

	Under what circumstances would you 'note protest', and for what purpose? 
	(1 ) After every case of General Average; (2) after wind and/or sea conditions have been encountered which may have damaged cargo; (3) after wind and/or sea conditions have been encountered which caused failure to make a cancelling date; (4) after cargo is shipped in a condition likely to deteriorate during the forthcoming voyage (also, bills of lading should be appropriately claused after consultation with the shipper and P&l correspondent); (5) after the ship has been damaged from any cause; (6) after a serious breach of the charterparty by the charterer or his agent (e. g. undue delay, refusal to load, cargo not of a sort allowed by the charterparty, refusal to pay demurrage, refusal to accept bills of lading after signing because of clausing by master, sending vessel to an unsafe port, etc. ); after the consignee fails to discharge or take delivery of the cargo or fails tojsay freight. 

	When, during your stay in port, should you note protest following a heavy weather voyage? 
	As soon as possible after arrival, always within 24 hours of arrival, and (where there may be cargo damage) preferably before breaking bulk. 

	In the case of a multi-port discharge, do you need to note protest at each discharge port? 
	Perhaps, depending on local law. The agent at the first port should be asked if it will be necessary to note protest at each port in the rotation. 

	Where (or before whom) can you note protest? 
	Before a notary public, or a British Consul, or some other person authorised under local law to take sworn statements (depositions). 

	How would you go about noting protest? 
	Go to notary public or other appropriate person with one or more witnesses from the crew who have knowledge of the facts. Take Official 
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	Log Book, deck log and all other relevant information surrounding the event being protested. Make sworn statement before notary, who enters it in Register of Protests. Obtain at least 3 certified copies of protest (owners, adjuster and ship's file). Pay fee (master's disbursement) and obtain receipt. 

	If you wrote out your own 'sea protest', as some masters do, what should you do to make it admissable in court? 
	Have it notarised by a notary public or a consul. 

	Why would you reserve the right to 'extend protest at a time and place convenient'? 
	Since it may be impossible to ascertain the full extent of the loss or damage when first noting protest. 

	When would you extend the protest? 
	When relevant facts have come to light, e. g. when a surveyor's report has been received. 

	Who will need the extended protest? 
	An average adjuster, e. g. when preparing a General Average Statement. 

	Is it legally necessary to extend protest in the UK to safeguard owners' interests? 
	No, but it is good practice to. 

	How would you extend the protest? 
	In strict conformity with local law regarding time limits, procedure and content. (The extension need not be made in the same port as the original protest. ) I would goto (another) notary, consul, etc. with the original protest and relevant documents (e. g. surveyors' report). I would make a sworn statement before the notary or consul, who will attach authenticated copies of relevant documents, sign and seal the protest. I would pay the fee and obtain a receipt. 

	Is it always necessary to extend protest? 
	No, as long as the initial protest is lodged and the average adjuster gets the required surveyors' reports, etc. from some source. 

	Letters of protest 

	What is a letter of protest? 
	A written communication recording dissatisfaction on the part of one party concerning any operational matter over which the recipient or other party has control, and holding the other party responsible for the consequences of the matter being complained of. Most commonly a protest is in connection with cargo, although one may be written about almost any matter. It may help to substantiate a claim by owners (or refute a claim by charterers, harbour authority, etc. ), and may prove useful, if properly filed, when a dispute is being resolved long after the related event. A letter of protest should not to be confused with a protest (or 'sea protest') noted or lodged with a consul or notary public. 

	How would you prepare and sign a letter of protest? 
	Type or hand-write it, either as a business letter on a company form. (Some companies, especially in the oil, gas or chemical trades, supply masters with a stock of printed Protest forms; others expect masters to compose Letters. ) I would end in an appropriate formal manner, e. g., 'the undersigned hereby declares that the Bill of Lading will be signed under protest...... 'or '.... and I hereby lodge protest accordingly, and we, including my disponent owners, hold you and / or Charterers responsible for delays and consequences. ' I would issue the original to the other party and retain copies for the ship's file, agent and owners. 

	In what circumstances might you issue a letter of protest as master? 
	(1 ) When cargo is being loaded too fast or too slow; (2) when stevedores are damaging ship or mishandling ship's equipment; (3) when wash from harbour craft is causing problems for ship; (4) when the cargo specification is 'wrong'; (5) hen there is a discrepancy between ship's and shore cargo figures; (6) when the berth or fendering arrangements are inadequate; (7) when longshoremen/dockers are misusing ships' equipment and ignoring duty officers' advice, or are urinating in the cargo spaces; (8) when passing vessels cause ranging, wash damage, etc. whilst loading/discharging; (9) in any other situation where the master wishes to formally record his dissatisfaction with arrangements over which the other party has some control. 

	In what circumstances might your ship receive a letter of protest? 
	(1 ) When discharged cargo quantity does not match the bill of lading quantity; (2) when the ship is discharging 'too slowly'; (3) when the specification, colour, temperature, etc. of discharged cargo is 'wrong'; (4) when making smoke in port; (5) after the ship has allegedly caused damage to a quay or other property. 

	What would you do with a letter of protest given to you by a terminal boss? 
	Sign it for receipt only', return the original to the sender, and file the ship's copy. 

	PORT STATE CONTROL INSPECTIONS 

	What is Port State Control? 
	See 'Flag State Control and Port State Control' in Section A 

	On a UK ship, where might you get a port state control inspection? 
	In any port in a country which is a member of one of the port state control regimes currently in operation, other than the UK. 


I-8
BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
	What port state control regimes are currently operating? 
	(1) The Pans MOU (in Europe and Canada); (2) the Caribbean MOU; (3) the Tokyo MOU (in the Pacific Rim countries); (4) the Acuerdo de Vina del Mar (or Latin American MOU) (in Central and South America); (5) the Mediterranean MOU (in the Eastern Med); (6) the Indian Ocean MOU (in countries bordering the Indian Ocean from South Africa round to Sri Lanka, including island states). A West and Central African MOU and a Persian Gulf MOU are also being drawn up. 

	Which countries are involved in the Paris MOU? 
	Belgium, Canada, Croatia, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Russian Federation, Spain, Sweden and the UK. 

	Which ships are given special attention in Paris MOU port state control inspections? 
	Passenger ships, ro-ro ships, bulk carriers; ships which may present a special hazard; ships which have had several recent deficiencies; ships flying the flag of a state appearing in the 3-year rolling average table of delays and detentions. 

	What is the usual procedure in a Paris MOU port state control inspection where everything is in order? 
	Documents (certificates, record books, manuals, etc. ) are checked first. If documents are all in order and the surveyor has no misgivings concerning the condition of the ship, no further action is taken. 

	In what circumstances may the port state control inspector require rectifications of defects before allowing your ship to sail? 
	If the ship's documents were all in order but the surveyor decided there were clear grounds for believing that the ship's condition and/or equipment did not substantially correspond with the particulars on the certificates. 

	What would happen if certificates were invalid or missing? 
	Rectifications would be required before sailing. 

	What would happen if the ship was found defective in some way? 
	The surveyor has various options. See below. 

	What would happen if the ship was found to have fairly minor' defects? 
	The surveyor would probably require immediate repairs but, if the ship was bound for another Pans MOU signatory state port, he may permit her to proceed there, in which case he would notify the next port state administration. 

	What would happen if replacement items of a minor nature were required but were not immediately available? 
	The surveyor may permit a short voyage to another Pan's MOU state port, depending on the nature of the defects. If serious defects were found, he would require them to be made good before sailing, whether or not the ship was delayed. 

	What would happen if the surveyor found the vessel 'dangerously unsafe'? 
	He would detain her. The harbour master would be informed and the ship may be moved to another berth. 

	Is detention the same as arrest? 
	No. 

	What reports are made by a port state control surveyor? 
	On completion of the Port State Control inspection, the surveyor issues to the master a Report showing, in a numerical code designed to overcome language problems, any defects found. The master is recommended to keep the Report for at least 6 months. A copy is kept by the surveyor and the inspection is recorded on the data bank. 

	Under STCW 95, what may a port state control inspector do which he could not previously do? 
	Assess the ability of the ship's crew to maintain Watchkeeping standards if the ship appears to be operated in a manner that may endanger persons, property or the environment. 

	Can port state control inspectors check operational procedures? 
	Yes, under Reg. 4 of SOMS Chapter XI, they can check operational requirements 'when there are clear grounds for believing that the master or crew are not familiar with essential shipboard procedures relating to the safety of ships'. 

	What kind of operational procedures might a port state control inspector decide to check? 
	Musters; abandonment and fire drills; inter-crew communications; personnel rescue drills. 

	LOADING and DISCHARGING CARGO 

	Carriage of Cargoes Regulations: general 

	What ships do the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations 1999 apply to? 
	Sea-going UK ships everywhere, and sea-going non-UK ships in UK waters, when loaded or intended to be loaded with any cargo. 

	What cargoes do the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations apply to? 
	All cargoes, subject to any requirements in the Dangerous Goods and Marine Pollutants Regulations in respect of dangerous goods and marine pollutants. 

	Cargo information 

	What are the shipper's obligations under the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations with respect to providing cargo information? 
	The shipper must provide such information to the owner or master sufficiently in advance of loading as is necessary to enable them to ensure that: (1) the different commodities to be carried are compatible with each other or suitably separated; (2) the cargo is suitable for the ship; (3) the ship is suitable for the cargo; (4) the cargo can be safely stowed and secured and transported under all expected conditions during the intended voyage. The information must be in writing in appropriate shipping documents and be given before loading the cargo on the ship. Where the shipper does not deliver the cargo to the ship or 
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	its agent, he must provide the forwarder with the information; it then becomes the forwarder's duty to pass the information to the owner or master. 

	In the case of general cargo and unitised cargo, what must the information provided by the shipper contain? 
	(1 ) A general description of the cargo, (2) the gross mass of the cargo or cargo units and (3) any relevant special properties of the cargo. 

	In the case of bulk cargoes, what must the information provided by the shipper contain? 
	(1 ) Information on the stowage factor of the cargo, the trimming procedures, the likelihood of shifting including the angle of repose (if applicable), and any other relevant special properties. In the case of a concentrate or other cargo which may liquefy, there must be also be a certificate indicating the moisture content of the cargo and its transportable moisture limit. 

	What kind of bulk cargoes require the provision by the shipper on their chemical properties, in addition to the information in the last answer? 
	Bulk cargoes which are not classified in accordance with Regulation VII/2 of SOLAS, but that have chemical properties that may create a potential hazard. 

	Carriage of cargo documentation 

	What are the obligations of the owner and the master under the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations with respect to carriage on board of cargo documentation in a ship not carrying grain? 
	They must ensure that appropriate documentation, relevant to the cargo and its stowage and securing, which should specify in particular the precautions necessary for the safe carriage of that cargo, is carried on board. This may consist of one or more of: (1 ) the IMO Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and Securing', (2) the IMO Code of Safe Practice for Ships Carrying Timber Deck Cargoes; or (3) the IMO Code of Safe Practice for Solid Bulk Cargoes (the BC Code). 

	What code must the owner and master ensure is carried on board a ship carrying grain? 
	The International Grain Code. 

	Which ships must carry a Cargo Securing Manual? 
	(1 ) All passenger ships, and (2) all cargo ships carrying cargoes other than solid bulk cargoes, except cargo ships of less than 500 GT engaged on voyages which are not international voyages. 

	Stowage and securing 

	What are your obligations as master under the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations with respect to stowage and securing of cargo? 
	To ensure that: (1) cargo and cargo units carried on or under deck are loaded, stowed and secured so as to prevent as far as practicable, throughout the voyage, damage or hazard to the ship or the persons on board, and loss of cargo overboard; (2) appropriate precautions are taken during loading and transport of heavy cargoes or cargoes with abnormal physical dimensions to ensure that no structural damage to the ship occurs and to maintain adequate stability throughout the voyage; (3) appropriate precautions are taken during loading and transport of cargo units on board ro-ro ships, especially with regard to the securing arrangements on board such ships and on the cargo units and with regard to the strength of the securing points and lashings; (4) cargo on board all ships to which Reg. 5(4) applies (i. e. all passenger ships and cargo ships carrying cargoes other than solid bulk cargoes, except cargo ships of less than 500 GT on non-international voyages) is stowed and secured throughout any voyage in accordance with the Cargo Securing Manual; (5) cargo on board all ships to which Reg. 5(4) applies with ro-ro cargo spaces must be stowed and secured in accordance with the Cargo Securing Manual before the ship leaves a berth. 

	Oxygen analysis and gas detection equipment 

	What are the requirements of the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations with respect to oxygen analysis and gas detection equipment? 
	In the case of a ship transporting or accepting for transport a bulk cargo which is liable to emit a toxic or flammable gas, or cause oxygen depletion in the cargo hold, an appropriate instrument for measuring the concentration of gas or oxygen in the air must be provided together with detailed instructions for its use. The instrument must be of a type approved by a certifying authority, and the crew must be trained in its use. The owner of a ship which transports, or a master who accepts for carriage, such a cargo without ensuring that these requirements have been complied with commits an offence. 

	Use of pesticides 

	What are your obligations as master with respect to use of pesticides on board? 
	Where pesticides are used in cargo spaces, they must be used in accordance with MSN 1718 (The Safe Use of Pesticides in Ships). 

	Special provisions for bulk cargoes other than grain 

	What must you, as master, be in possession of before loading a bulk cargo? 
	Stability information in accordance with Reg. 32 of The Load Line Regulations 1998 containing comprehensive information on the ship's stability and on the distribution of cargo and ballast for the standard loading conditions. 
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	On what conditions may you, as master, accept bulk cargoes for loading? 
	If (1) I am in possession of stability and ballasting information; (2) I am satisfied by calculations that the proposed loading arrangements would ensure sufficient stability in accordance with the stability booklet; and (3) I am satisfied that, in the case of bulk cargoes which are not classified in accordance with SOMS Reg. VII/2 but have chemical properties that may create a potential hazard, appropriate special precautions are taken. 

	Under what additional conditions may you, as master, accept for loading concentrates or other cargoes which may liquefy? 
	If either (1 ) the moisture content of the cargo indicated in its certificate is less than its transportable moisture limit; or (2) if the moisture content is above the TML, appropriate safety arrangements are made to the satisfaction of the certifying authority to ensure adequate stability in the case of cargo shifting, and the ship has adequate structural integrity. 

	Loading, unloading and stowage of bulk cargoes 

	What manual must be provided by the owner of a bulk carrier to enable the master to prevent excessive stresses in the ship's structure? 
	A cargo loading manual, written in a language with which the officers responsible for cargo operations are familiar. (If not in English, an English-language version must also be provided. ) This may consist of one or more booklets and as a minimum must contain: (1 ) stability date as required by Reg. 32 of The Load Line Regulations', (2) ballasting and deballasting rates and capacities; (3) maximum allowable load per unit surface area of the tank top plating; (4) maximum allowable load per hold; (5) general loading and unloading instructions with regard to the strength of the ship's structure including any limitations on the most adverse operating conditions during loading, unloading, ballasting operations and the voyage; (6) any special restrictions such as limitations on the most adverse operating conditions imposed by the Administration or organisation recognised by it, if applicable; and (7) where strength calculations are required, maximum permissible forces and moments on the ship's hull during loading, unloading and the voyage. 

	What must the master and terminal representative agree before a solid bulk cargo is loaded or unloaded? 
	A plan which: (1) must ensure that the permissible forces and moments on the ship are not exceeded during loading or unloading; and (2) must include the sequence, quantity and rate of loading or unloading -taking into consideration the intended speed of loading or unloading, intended number of pours and the deballasting or ballasting capability of the ship. The master and terminal rep must ensure that the loading and unloading operations conform to the plan. 

	Who must the plan be lodged with? 
	The appropriate authority of the port State: 

	What general rules must be observed during loading, unloading or ballasting? 
	The master must ensure that ship's personnel continuously monitor cargo operations. Where possible, the ship's draught must be checked regularly during loading or unloading to confirm the tonnage figures supplied. Each draught and tonnage observation must be entered in a cargo log book. If significant deviations from the plan agreed are detected, cargo or ballast operations or both must be adjusted to ensure that the deviations are corrected. 

	What are your obligations as master under the Carriage of Cargoes Regulations with respect to trimming of bulk cargoes? 
	To ensure that bulk cargoes are loaded and trimmed reasonably level, as necessary, to the boundaries of the cargo space so as to minimise the risk of shifting and to ensure that adequate stability will be maintained throughout the voyage. 

	What rights do you have as master if any agreed limits are exceeded during loading or unloading, or are likely to become so if loading or unloading continues? 
	The right to suspend operations. If I do so I must notify accordingly the appropriate authority of the port State with which the plan has been lodged. I and the terminal representative must then ensure that corrective action is taken. 

	What precaution must you, as master, and the terminal rep take. 
	We must ensure that the unloading method does not damage the ship's structure. 

	Requirements f or ships carrying grain 

	What requirements must a ship carrying grain comply with? 
	The requirements of the International Grain Code. 

	What document must the owner and master ensure that a ship loading grain has on board? 
	A document of authorisation as required by the International Grain Code. In the case of a UK ship this must be issued by the certifying authority. 

	What condition must be observed if entering a UK port in a ship loaded with grain outside the UK? 
	Except when the ship is in distress, the owner and master must not permit a ship loaded with grain outside the UK to enter any UK port unless it was loaded in accordance with the International Grain Code. 

	What conditions must apply before a person may order the commencement of loading of grain into a ship in the UK? 
	(1 ) The ship must have on board a document of authorisation; or (2) the master has demonstrated to the satisfaction of the certifying authority that the ship will, in its proposed loading condition, comply with the requirements of the International Grain Code and has obtained a document to this effect signed by a surveyor or a certifying authority. 
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	Dangerous goods and marine pollutants 

	What are dangerous goods? 
	Goods classified in the IMDG Code or in any other IMO publication referred to in The Dangerous Goods and Marine Pollutants Regulations (e. g. the IBC Code and IGC Code) as dangerous for carriage by sea, and any other substance or article which the shipper has reasonable cause to believe might meet the criteria for such classification. They include residues in empty receptacles, empty tanks or cargo holds previously used for carrying dangerous goods unless cleaned, dried, purged, gas freed or ventilated as appropriate or, in the case of radioactive materials, have been both cleaned and adequately closed; and goods labelled, marked or declared as dangerous goods. They do not include ship's equipment or stores. 

	What is a marine pollutant? 
	A substance classified as such in the IMDG Code, or as a noxious liquid substance in the IBC Code, and any other substance, material or article that the shipper has reasonable cause to believe might meet the criteria for such classification. 

	Where would you find a list of all recognised marine pollutants, and how are they indicated in this list? 
	In the IMDG Code. They are indicated by the words 'MARINE POLLUTANT' and a symbol of a triangle containing a fish, with an overlaid cross. 

	How should a marine pollutant be marked on its packaging or container? 
	With a triangle symbol containing a fish, with an overlaid cross. 

	What document must be carried by any UK ship built since 1984 intending to carry dangerous goods in packaged or dry bulk form, and what does this document certify? 
	A Document of Compliance with the Special Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous Goods, as described in MGN 36. It certifies that the ship meets the fire protection requirements of SOLAS and the MS (Fire Protection: Large Ships) Regulations with respect to fittings and equipment. 

	What document would you expect to be presented by a shipper either to you as master or to the ship operator before packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants are loaded? 
	A Dangerous Goods Declaration or a Marine Pollutants Declaration, as appropriate. A combined declaration is allowed. The declaration can be made on a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note. 

	What is a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note? 
	A special Shipping Note for dangerous goods and marine pollutants which is commonly used in the liner and ro-ro trades. It replaces the Standard Shipping Note used for non-dangerous or -polluting goods. It should be presented by the shipper either to the carrier or the master, in return for which a bill of lading or sea waybill would normally be issued by the carrier. 

	What information should be shown on a Dangerous Goods/Marine Pollutants Note relating to 'packaged goods' (e. g. a tank container of chemicals)? 
	(1) Proper shipping name of the goods; (2) class and division where applicable; (3) UN Numbers where allocated by the IMDG Code; (4) packaging or packing group where relevant; (5) number and kind of packages; (6) total quantity of dangerous goods or net explosive mass of the contents; (7) the words MARINE POLLUTANT where appropriate; and (8) any other information required by the IMDG Code; (9) date of preparation of document; (10) name, status and company or organisation of signatory. 

	What must the dangerous goods list, manifest or stowage plan show? 
	This must set out details, obtained from the shipping documents submitted by the shipper, of the packaged goods on board including: the correct technical name of the goods; their classification in accordance with the IMDG Code, their mass or volume; and details of the stowage location in the ship. The information may be in one combined document relating to both dangerous goods and marine pollutants, or in separate lists. Combined lists must show clearly which goods are dangerous goods and which are marine pollutants. 

	After loading packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants, what must you, as master, ensure? 
	That a special dangerous goods/marine pollutants list, manifest or stowage plan is carried in the ship. This, and any additional special documents required for the acceptance of goods for carriage must be kept on board and available for reference or inspection until the goods have been discharged. 

	To whom must the operator of a ship carrying packaged dangerous goods or marine pollutants show the list, manifest or stowage plan left ashore? 
	Where the port of departure is in the UK, to any person or authority designated for this purpose by the MCA. Where the port of departure is not in the UK, to the port state, on demand. 

	What notification must a shipper make available to the ship operator or master before loading dangerous goods in bulk form? 
	Written notification of the nature of the goods, specifying: (1) their correct technical name; (2) their UN number, if any; (3) for any solid bulk dangerous goods, the classification as listed in the IMDG Code; and (4) for liquid dangerous goods with a flashpoint below 60°C (closed cup), the flashpoint. 

	What documentation relating to a bulk cargo of dangerous goods must you, as master, ensure is carried on board? 
	A specific list, manifest or stowage plan setting out the details, obtained from the shipping documents submitted by the shipper, of the dangerous goods or marine pollutants carried including: (1 ) the correct 
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	technical name of the goods; (2) their mass or volume; (3) where the dangerous goods are shown in Appendix B of the Bulk Cargoes Code, the classification as shown in the IMDG Code; and (4) the stowage location in the ship. The list, manifest or stowage plan and any additional special documents must be kept available for reference or inspection on board until the goods have been discharged. 

	Where your ship is carrying dangerous goods in bulk, e. g. bulk liquid chemicals, must you, as master, carry any other documents in addition to the required list, manifest or stowage plan? 
	Yes, I must carry any additional special documents where required for dangerous goods or marine pollutants by the Bulk Cargoes Code, the BCH Code, the IBC Code, the IGC Code or the Gas Carrier Code. These might include a bulk coal Declaration by shipper, a Certificate of Test of a substance, a Certificate of Fitness, etc. 

	What are MFAG and EmS, and where are they found? 
	Medical First Aid Guide and Emergency Schedules. They are in the Supplement to the IMDG Code. 

	Reporting Requirements Regulations            See Section H for requirements for reports from sea 

	What are the contents of MSN 1741? 
	The statutory reporting requirements for operators of vessels bound for or leaving UK and other ports carrying dangerous and polluting goods, and the reporting requirements for masters and pilots of ships approaching UK ports carrying dangerous or polluting goods. The MSN explains The Reporting Requirements for Ships Carrying Dangerous and Polluting Goods Regulations. 

	What must the ship operator do whenever a ship leaves a UK port carrying dangerous or polluting goods? 
	Notify the MCA at Dover before departure of all the information in Schedule 1 of MSN 1741, i. e. ship's name, call sign and IMO number (if any); ship's nationality, length and draught; port of destination; ETA; intended route; correct technical names of the dangerous or polluting goods, and their UN numbers, IMO hazard classes, quantities and (for goods in tanks or containers) identification marks; confirmation that a list, manifest or loading plan is on board; and number of crew on board. 

	What must the ship operator do whenever a ship leaves a port outside the EU carrying dangerous or polluting goods bound for a UK port or anchorage? 
	Notify the MCA at Dover on departure of all the information in Schedule 1 of MSN 1741. 

	What must the operator of any UK ship do whenever the ship leaves an EU port outside the UK carrying dangerous or polluting^ goods? 
	Notify all the information in Schedule 1 of MSN 1741 to the competent authority of the relevant EU country before departure. The EU country's authorities will specify the notification procedure. 

	Does the ship operator himself have to provide the information in the report? 
	Operators may nominate agents to provide the information to the MCA, e. g. the operator's shore operations, harbour authorities, booking agencies, shipping agencies, etc. 

	Are exemptions from the Reporting Requirements available for operators? 
	Yes, for regular scheduled services of less than one hour's crossing time, or for those with slightly more than one hour's crossing time. 

	Cargo-related problems 

	Whilst loading cotton bales, the Mate tells you some of the bales are damp. What would you do? 
	Reject the goods (with the advice/assistance of an independent cargo surveyor where necessary). 

	What action would you take if goods being loaded, e. g. second hand cars, were in a damaged condition and the stevedore insisted that this was normal? 
	I would accept the goods for carriage on condition that I can issue a claused bill of lading stating the nature of the deficiency in their order or condition. I am entitled, as the carrier's servant, to enter remarks on the bill of lading as to the apparent order and condition of the goods. 

	You are loading apparently defective goods and feel you should make remarks on the Mate's Receipt, but are not certain what remarks to make. What action would you take? 
	Since some remarks may not be effective in protecting the carrier's position against later claims by third parties, I would contact the owners' P&l club correspondent before making any remarks of which I was uncertain. 

	Why are the remarks made on a bill of lading important? 
	Because certain remarks will make a bill of lading 'dirty', 'claused' or 'foul', with serious consequences for the shipper when he presents a set of shipped bills of lading to his bank and tries to collect early payment for the goods in a letter of credit transaction. 

	A tanker under your command has completed loading and you are ordered to sea, but the bills of lading have been presented for signature without any cargo figures being inserted. What would you do? 
	I would: sign bills of lading when the agent presented them (before completion of loading); return the originals to the agent but retain non-negotiable 'captain's copies' together with other copy bills of lading for consignees; make any necessary protest regarding the order or condition of cargo, and allow any investigation to be completed before departure. After departure the agent would normally communicate the shipper's final loading figures as soon as they are available. If I agree the shore figures, I would enter them on my captain's copies and the consignee's copies of the bills of lading. The agent ashore would complete the original bills of lading and sign them on my behalf. (This 'early departure procedure' is commonly used in the tanker trades. ) 


BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
I-13
	What would happen in the situation in the last question where you did not agree with the shipper's cargo figures? 
	If I didn't agree with the shipper's figures I would inform the agent, who would write a letter of protest to the shipper on my behalf and complete and sign the bills of lading under protest. The agent would then release all the original documents to the shipper, who would send them to the consignee. 

	At some ports the usual practice may be to present bills of lading to the master for signature either blank or only partially completed. What would you do if this happened? 
	I would not sign. I would consult the P&l club correspondent for advice. 

	Stevedores are reported during loading to be urinating in a corner of a hold containing sacks of rice. What would you do? 
	I would suspend loading in that hold, issue a letter of protest to the stevedoring company's manager, and gather evidence (e. g. a photograph, statement from the OOW, watchman, etc. ). 

	You are about to load coils of steel in Antwerp. What would you do? 
	I would seek guidance from the P&l club correspondent as to extent of rusting that would be acceptable, and arrange for an independent pre-load survey of the steel coils on the quayside. If no surveyor was available, I would carry out a survey myself and take photographs. 

	What would you do if you were asked, as master, to deliver cargo against an original bill of lading carried on board? 
	I would seek advice from the owners or the P&l club correspondent They would probably instruct me to issue a receipt to the shipper or his representative (e. g. the freight forwarder). I would not accept for carriage original bills of lading made out 'to order', or where there was no named destination or where the destination was qualified, e. g. 'Lands End for orders/intention Le Havre'. I would not accept original bills of lading for carriage if the shipper refuses to sign the receipt, or if no party is named as receiver in the bill of lading. I would not discharge against an original bill of lading carried on board if the discharge port is different from the destination shown in the bill of lading. 

	What would you do if you were asked, as master, to pre-date or post-date bills of lading? 
	I would refuse. A shipped bill of lading should only be dated for the actual date of loading, or date of completion of loading. 

	What would you do if you were asked to re-issue a previously-issued set of bills of lading? 
	I would refuse, unless with the agreement of the P&l club correspondent. They would normally ensure that before a second set is issued, all bills of lading in the first set were returned and cancelled or destroyed (hence the requirement for the number of Bills in the set to be shown). Each bill of lading in a new set should be claused to effect that it is a replacement bill of lading, with the reason for re-issue. 

	What would you do if you were asked, as master, to amend a previously-issued set of bills of lading? 
	Refuse, unless with agreement of the P&l club correspondent. 

	What would you do if you were asked to sign blank or partially completed bills of lading? 
	Refuse. 

	What would you do when two or more sets of bills of lading are requested by a shipper? 
	Two or more sets of original bills of lading may have to be issued: where cargo is shipped by more than one shipper (e. g. at multiple loading ports); where cargo is consigned to more than one consignee; or where more than one type/grade/specification of cargo is shipped by one shipper. 

	You are master of a tanker. What would you do if two or more consignments of oil, shipped by different shippers, are intentionally loaded into one tank, so that it becomes impossible to determine the respective shippers' quantities on completion of loading. 
	I would endorse and sign separate bills of lading to the effect that the shipments are 'part cargoes', or are 'part of a bulk cargo'. 

	What action would you take if multiple consignments are loaded but only one total figure is given on the bill of lading? 
	I would consult the shipper as to the apportionment of quantities on the bills of lading for each consignment. Where no instructions are obtainable, the total quantity loaded should generally be divided between the bills of lading in proportion to the original split of the nominated consignments. 

	You are master of a tanker which has just completed loading. What would you do where the ship's loading figures are less than the shipper's? 
	I would enter the ship's figures on the face of the bill of lading. Some owners require masters to endorse a bill of lading which does not provide space for the ship's figures in the following terms: 'Vessel's measurements are stated below and this bill of lading only acknowledges the shipment of the weight or quantity given in the vessel's measurements on completion of loading. ' Where the shipper refused to accept such an endorsement I would write a letter of protest to the shipper, pointing out the discrepancy in the figures and stating that the bill of lading will be signed under protest. I would staple a copy of the letter of protest to each negotiable copy of the bill of lading (i. e. all bills in the set of originals).
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	You are master of a tanker which has just completed loading. What would you do where the ship's loading figures are greater than the shipper's? 
	I would enter the shipper's figures on the bill of lading. No letter of protest is necessary. 

	What precautions would you take, as master, when signing bills of lading with regard the number of originals? 
	I would ensure that the number of originals shown on the face is the same as the number of bills of lading presented and not marked 'NON-NEGOTIABLE'. 

	What precautions would you take, as master, when required to sign bills of lading under a charterparty, where the charterer's Bills are to be used? 
	I would check that the charterer's bills of lading incorporate (by the inclusion of a Clause Paramount) the terms of the Hague Rules or Hague-Visby Rules. If there was no reference to either rules, I would immediately seek the advice of the P&l club correspondent. (Clubs usually restrict cover to contracts incorporating terms at least as favourable as those given by the Hague Rules or Hague-Visby Rules. ) 

	What would you do, as master, where a contractual lien for demurrage is given by the charterparty terms, and demurrage is due but is not paid at the loading port? 
	I would clause the bill of lading to the effect that demurrage is due but has not been paid, so that the lien can be exercised if necessary at the discharge port. 

	Could you clause the bill of lading as in the last question without making it 'dirty' in law? 
	Probably. Where a charterparty requires the master to sign 'clean' bills of lading as presented by charterers, 'clean' has been held to mean only that the bill of lading should not be claused to the effect that demurrage was due at the loading port, without affecting the master's right to clause the bill of lading as to the apparent order and condition of the goods, where necessary. 

	What should you do when rusty steel is presented for loading? 
	Clause the bill of lading with an appropriate clause recommended by the P&l club correspondent. 

	What would you do if asked to accept a letter of indemnity in return for signing 'clean' bills of lading, when these were not justified? 
	Refuse in all cases. If I signed 'clean' bills of lading where they were not justified I would become party to a fraud (by the shipper or carrier or both) on the consignee or another innocent third party to whom the bill of lading may be endorsed, and the owners' P&l club would not cover any claim arising in connection with the matter. On no account would I issue clean bills of lading in return for a letter of indemnity in these circumstances. 

	Why might a shipper offer you a letter of indemnity in the above case? 
	Because the rigid adherence of banks to the terms of letters of credit will make it impossible for him to receive payment on presentation of bills of lading that were anything other than 'clean'. 

	What -is an acceptable letter of indemnity? 
	One phrased in terms acceptable to the owners' P&l club and countersigned by a first class bank or cargo insurance underwriter. Some P&l clubs print their standard letter of indemnity wording in their club handbook or rulebook, which should be carried on board. This does not imply, however, that the club will always give cover for claims arising under such letters of indemnity. 

	As master of a dry cargo ship you are asked to discharge cargo onto trucks without presentation of a bill of lading by the receiver. What would you do? 
	Where the party claiming to be the rightful receiver requests delivery of 'his' goods but can not produce an original bill of lading (perhaps because of a delay in the mail, or because of a theft of documents from his office) I would instruct the agent to inform the receiver so that no cargo can be discharged until either (1) an original bill of lading can be presented; or (2) an acceptable letter of indemnity is given by the receiver. 

	Just before sailing, the chief officer informs you, as master, that the cargo loaded is 4000 tonnes short. What would you do? 
	(1) I would consult stevedores, charterers, the P&l club correspondent and owners. (Stevedores or charterers may be able to remedy the shortage). (2) If the missing cargo could not be provided I would issue a Deadweight Letter to the charterers. (3) I would note protest and make an OLB entry to the effect that I had done so. 

	BUNKERING 

	Who decides how much fuel you carry on any particular voyage? 
	I do, as master (ideally in consultation with the chief engineer) provided that I must always carry the minimum quantity required by the charterparty or owners' instructions, if any. 

	What reserves of fuel would you want to carry? 
	It would depend partly on owners' instructions and the requirements of the charterparty, if any, and partly on the nature of the voyage and the time of year. On a westbound winter trans-Atlantic voyage, I would want to carry a weather reserve of perhaps 3 days' bunkers, whereas on an eastbound voyage I might carry only one or two days' reserve. 

	If your vessel was on a time charter for 6 months, which party would be responsible for purchasing bunker fuel? 
	The time charterer. 

	What precautions would you take where the time charterer is buying bunkers? 
	I would check that he was ordering fuel of the correct specification. The specification should have been agreed between the owners and charterers and should be listed in the charterparty.
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	What precautions would you take when ordering bunkers to protect the owners' interests as far as bunker quality was concerned? 
	In consultation with the chief engineer, I would check the engine operation manuals, and if on time charter, the bunker clause. I would order the bunkers specifying an approved fuel standard, e. g. 'BSMA 100', rather than specifying only a type and viscosity, e. g. 'IFO 180'. I would have the C/E check that bunkers presented for loading match the ship's requirements and specification ordered. I would have the C/E make accurate tank soundings before commencing bunkering in order to verify the amount delivered. I would have the C/E make a compatibility test to confirm that bunkers presented are compatible with fuel already on board, and see that bunkers are loaded into empty tanks if possible, and kept separate from other bunkers until any analysis had been completed. I would also see that the vessel is, so far as possible, maintained upright and on even keel throughout the bunkering operation, and that samples of oil loaded were taken at regular intervals at the manifold. 

	What other precautions would you take when bunkering? 
	I would see that local and international regulations are complied with throughout the operation; that scupper plugs are fitted before commencing bunkering; that drain plugs in manifold and fuel tank air pipe containment save-alls are in place before commencing bunkering; that communications are established with the supply control position and signals to be used are understood by both sides; that a maximum pumping rate and pressure are agreed with the supplier; that the condition of hoses and couplings is checked before (and after) bunkering; that blanks and numbers of required nuts and bolts, etc. are checked before bunkering; that the required hose lengths (allowing for ranging of vessel) are checked before bunkering; that valves are in the required positions before bunkering and that tank vent pipes are free from obstruction; that barge or shore tank soundings and/or meter readings are checked before (and after) bunkering to help avert any problems concerning quantity; that frequent soundings are taken during the bunkering operation; that the rate of delivery is slowed down while topping off; that ample warning is given to the supplier to reduce the delivery rate and final shutting off; that accurate soundings of tanks are taken after bunkering and compared with pre-loading soundings to determine the quantity delivered; and that the Oil Record Book, and deck and engine room log books are completed immediately after bunkering with accurate details of the operation. 

	What are the possible consequences of not having proper procedures for bunkering operations? 
	(1 ) Harbour pollution; (2) a fine on the owners/operators; (3) a fine on me as master; (4) detention of my ship; (5) an adverse effect on owners' deductibles and standing with their P&l club; (6) loss of ISM certification. 

	What action would you take if a spillage occurred during bunkering? 
	I would take immediate steps to: (1) stop the bunkering operation; (2) minimize the spread of the oil in the harbour, taking all possible action to contain the spillage until shore assistance arrives, but without using any dispersants for which approval had not previously been obtained; (3) stop any hot work on board or on nearby vessels and quays; (4) contact: harbour authorities (on VHF if possible); ship's agent; P&l club correspondent; owners/managers; (5) make statutory reports to MAIB and coastal state administration; (6) obtain samples of the oil from which the spillage came; (7) establish the facts and (before investigators arrive, if possible) write a full report of the occurrence, stating all efforts taken by ship's crew to deal with the spillage; (8) attempt to establish the quantity of oil spilled. Together with my officers and crew I would work closely with the local authorities in the clean-up operation. 

	What arrangements would you expect the chief engineer to make for taking bunker samples? 
	I would expect the C/E to take at least two samples during bunkering. If the vessel carries an on-board fuel test kit, the C/E should carry out a spot analysis and, if this indicates the fuel is unsuitable, a full analysis should be carried out at an approved shore laboratory before the bunkers are used. In any event, one sample should be retained on board until all bunkers loaded have been burned without problem, while the other should be forwarded to an independent fuel analysis service. Samples of oil loaded during bunkering should be sealed, dated and signed by the Chief Engineer and the supplier. 

	What precaution should you (or the chief engineer) take when signing the Delivery Note or other receipt in respect of the bunkers? 
	Sign for receipt 'for and on behalf of......... (company name)' stating whether Owners, Managers or Time Charterers, as appropriate. 
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	DISPOSAL OF GARBAGE and RESIDUES 

	In a Mediterranean port you find inadequate reception facilities for oil residues, noxious liquid substances or garbage. Where would you find guidance on the action to take? 
	In MGN 82. 

	What action would you take in the above case if local efforts to have facilities provided were unsuccessful? 
	Photocopy and complete the form in the Annex to MGN 82 and send it (directly or through the shipowner) to MCA headquarters in Southampton. 

	What will the MCA do on receipt of the form in MGN 82? 
	The MCA will take up the matter with the port state and make a report to IMO. For a complaint about a UK port or terminal, MCA will take up the matter with the port or terminal operator directly. 

	If you found a lack of reception facilities in a UK port, who else should you take the matter up with, according to MGN 82? 
	The management of the port concerned. All UK ports are now required to have a port waste management plan, which should contain a contact point for reporting inadequacies in reception facilities. 

	What record should you make of your use of an oil reception facility? 
	An entry in the Oil Record Book. 

	When should harbour and terminal authorities be notified of waste to be landed? 
	When any waste to be landed is contaminated by pest or disease organisms or where its disposal on land may present a risk to human or animal health or to the environment. 

	What inspections would you expect in port of your garbage disposal arrangements? 
	I would expect MCA surveyors to check compliance with the Prevention of Pollution by Garbage Regulations. 

	PERSONNEL BUSINESS                        For engagement and discharge procedures see Section E 

	Insufficient LSA for all personnel 

	You are master of a supply boat berthed in Aberdeen. Your owners tell you that they are 'sending down a party of 25 oil industry executives to come with you for the ride when you shift ship to Victoria Dock'. What would you do? 
	I would check the Safety Equipment Certificate. The maximum number of persons who can be carried on board is determined by the LSA provision. If the total number of persons onboard exceeded this there would be insufficient lifejackets, etc. If this was the case I would advise the owners to contact the MCA with a request for an Exemption. If MCA granted an Exemption it would probably be conditional (e. g. extra lifeackets to be placed on board) so I would want a copy of the Exemption Certificate before taking the people on board. 

	Visitors 

	What precautions would you take with visitors to your ship following an accident? 
	I would be careful to verify the identity of any surveyor, lawyer or other expert coming on board. If in doubt, I would consult the owners' P&l club correspondent. 

	What precautions would you take with visitors to your ship in the interests of safety and legal propriety? 
	I would ensure that surveyors and other visitors who need to move about the ship were always accompanied by an officer. Movements of visitors on any kind of business (e. g. surveyors) should be restricted to those parts of the ship of legitimate interest. Movements of other visitors (e. g. family, students, etc. ) should likewise be monitored and controlled, and in the interests of claims reduction should be restricted to non-working areas of the vessel. 

	What would you do if, following an accident to a stevedore, an insurance surveyor asked you to see some ship's documents? 
	I would refuse to show him any documents which did not have the approval of the P&l club correspondent. 

	Would you show documents to the club correspondent? 
	Yes. A correspondent of the owners' P&l club should always be given every assistance and should be shown any documentation asked for. 

	Watchkeeping 

	What are your statutory obligations to have a watchman on duty in port? 
	Under the Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations, if my ship is safely moored or safely at anchor in port I must arrange for an appropriate and effective watch to be maintained for the purposes of safety. The watch arrangements must comply with the STCW Code. 

	You are master of a coastal tanker in port. What are your statutory obligations in relation to posting a watch in port? 
	Under the Safe Manning, Hours of Work and Watchkeeping Regulations, if my ship is carrying hazardous cargo in port, even when safely moored or safely at anchor, I must, in addition to any other port Watchkeeping arrangements required, ensure that, where the hazardous cargo is a bulk cargo, a safe deck watch and a safe engineering watch are maintained by the ready availability on board of a duly qualified officer or officers, and, where appropriate, ratings. If the cargo is packaged hazardous cargo, then in organizing the safe Watchkeeping arrangements I must take account of the nature, quantity, packing and stowage of the hazardous cargo and of any special conditions on board, afloat and ashore. 
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	STOWAWAYS

	Which parts of the world are high-risk areas for stowaways? 
	Certain African ports for stowaways hoping to enter Europe. Le Havre, Antwerp, Rotterdam, Hamburg and Bremen for stowaways from Eastern Europe hoping to get to Canada or the USA 

	What general precautions would you take against stowaways boarding? 
	I would have a watch kept on the gangway. I would prohibit stevedores from certain areas and keep a watch on them. Open spaces should be closed as far as this is possible. I would have a search made of the ship before sailing. Open-top containers on the quay should be checked and all containers on the quay should be stacked door-to-door if possible. Stowaways by Sea (published by the Nautical Institute) recommends: (1) checking everyone embarking and disembarking; (2) sealing off certain parts of the ship to prevent access and reduce the areas and compartments which may need to be searched; (3) conducting searches of vehicles and loose cargo; and (4) posting a lookout to prevent people climbing aboard. An extensive, systematic and detailed search of the ship should be made immediately before departure, especially from any high-risk port or place. 

	How would you make a stowaway search? 
	I would draw up a checklist or lists based on my own ship or cargo. A standard ship's form can be drafted for modification when different cargoes are on board, etc. I would have a thorough search made of all areas of the ship by crew parties with an officer in charge of each party. Completed checklists should be returned to the chief officer or myself and filed. (These may later be needed by owners, the P&l club, lawyers or the shore authorities if stowaways are discovered. ) I would make an entry in the deck log recording the search and its results, with full details of date, time, spaces searched, and names and ranks of searchers. 

	DRYDOCKING

	What document would you expect your owners to give you a copy of when you are taking your ship into drydock? 
	The Drydock and Repair Specification. 

	What would you expect the contractor (i. e. the repairer or drydock company) to have to supply to the ship under its contract with the owners? 
	(1) Fire guards; (2) fire extinguishers; (3) connection of fire hoses to yard's main; (4) sea water cooling of refrigeration and air conditioning condensers; (5) containers for collection of scrap and debris left over from repairs; (6) containers for collection of ship's garbage; (7) telephone on board; (8) emergency contacts list; (9) electric current; (10) possibly an earth return; (11) two illuminated gangways; (12) gas-free certificates from authorised chemist if requested or deemed necessary; (13) drinking water; (14) craneage; (15) unmooring and mooring in drydock with assistance of yard tugs, pilots, boatmen and riggers. 

	GENERAL AVERAGE INCIDENT

	You are master of a 65, 000 dwt bulk carrier loaded with 3 separate parcels of grain (for different consignees). After grounding in the Mississippi, your ship has been refloated and towed for repair to New Orleans. What would you do on arrival to safeguard your owners' or charterers' interests? 
	I would: inform owners/charterers of safe arrival; call the P&l club correspondent; note protest; liaise with the agent and club correspondent; ensure that signed General Average Bonds and Underwriters' Guarantees are collected from each cargo receiver before releasing cargo from owners' possession (as security for General Average contributions - maritime lien applies). Owners will probably appoint the average adjuster, who will probably instruct a Salvage Association surveyor. I would: liaise with the adjuster (or his surveyor) and gather all documentary evidence required by the adjuster; make a full report, with copies for all interested parties, including the adjuster; extend my protest when further reports, etc. are to hand, and pass copies of the extended protest to the adjuster; and keep a detailed log for the adjuster of all events surrounding the incident. 

	PASSENGERS 
	 

	Passenger Counting and Registratior Which ships do the Passenger Counting and Registration Regulations apply to? 
	 Regulations All UK passenger ships, wherever they are, and other passenger ships in UK waters. 

	What are the main requirements of the Passenger Counting and Registration Regulations? 
	All persons on board passenger ships must be counted prior to departure. Details of persons who have declared a need for special care or assistance in emergency situations must be recorded and communicated to the master prior to departure. In addition, the names and gender of all persons on board, distinguishing between adults, children and infants, must be recorded for search and rescue purposes. This information must be kept ashore and made readily available to search and rescue services when needed.
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	What are the statutory requirements regarding passenger counting? 
	The ship must have an MCA-approved system capable of counting all persons on board (i. e. passengers, crew and others). Boarding cards must be used in ships of Class II or II(A). The system must conform to the requirements of MSN 1729. 

	Who must the count be passed to, and when? 
	(1 ) The master and (2) the passenger registrar ashore, immediately before the vessel departs from any landing point. 

	Who is the 'passenger registrar'? 
	A shore-based person appointed by the owner under the Regulations. 

	Are there any additional requirements for particular voyages? 
	Yes. If a voyage is of more than 20 miles and is from any EC landing place or is an international voyage outside the EC, additional details of persons on board are to be passed to the passenger registrar within 30 minutes of departure from the berth. The additional details are: (1) family name, (2) forenames or initials and (3) gender. Also, the master must be notified of anyone indicating a need for special care or assistance in an emergency. 

	What are the meanings of 'adult', 'child' and 'infant' under the regulations? 
	An adult is anyone of 18 or over. A child is anyone between 2 and 17, and an infant is anyone under 2. 

	Keeping order in passenger ships 

	As master of a ferry, do you have power to ban drunks from boarding? 
	S. 102 MSA 1995 applies to a ship (whether a UK ship or not) carrying more than 12 passengers and employed in carrying passengers between places in the Limited European Trading Area, and provides that the master of any ship to which this section applies may refuse to receive on board any person who by reason of drunkenness or otherwise is in such a state, or misconducts himself in such a manner, as to cause annoyance or injury to passengers on board, and if any such person is on board, may put him on shore at any convenient place. A person so refused admittance or put ashore shall not be entitled to the return of any fare he has paid. 

	For what offences may you detain a passenger on board under MSA 1995? 
	(1 ) Where a passenger is drunk or disorderly, is refused admission, but persists in attempting to board after his fare is returned; (2) where a passenger is drunk or disorderly on board, is requested to leave the ship at a convenient UK port, but refuses; (3) where, after a warning by the master or officer, a passenger molests another passenger; (4) where a passenger is refused admission to ship because it is full, but persists in attempting to enter the ship; (5) where a passenger on board is requested to leave the ship because it is full, but refuses, after the return of his fare; (6) where a passenger refuses or neglects to leave the ship after his fare-paid trip; (7) where a passenger on the ship refuses to pay his fare or show a ticket; (8) where a passenger intentionally obstructs or damages any part of the ship's machinery or equipment; (9) where a passenger obstructs, impedes or molests crew on duty. 

	You are master of a cross-channel ferry. A crowd of football supporters returning from a match in France run amok on board, damaging fittings and abusing other passengers. What action can you take? 
	I or any of my officers, and all persons called by us to our assistance, have the power under MSA 1995 to detain without warrant anyone committing an offence of this nature, if their name and address are unknown to us. We must deliver anyone we detain to the police. 

	CUSTOMS PROCEDURES (DEPARTURE) 

	When do you need to obtain outwards clearance outwards from UK Customs? 
	Before leaving a UK port for an eventual destination outside the EC, or, in the case of an offshore supply vessel, for an installation on the UK Continental Shelf. 

	What is the procedure for obtaining outwards Customs clearance from a UK port, bound for a port outside the EU? 
	(1) Complete Master's Declaration (C 13) in duplicate and give the forms to Customs. (They will return the ship's copy stamped with the clearance. ) (2) Give Customs a copy of the cargo declaration which was given for Report if any imported goods remain on board for export. (3) Show Customs any clearance given at other EC ports for the same voyage. (4) Produce the following forms where applicable: Information Note (TC-12); Passenger Return (PAS 15 DEPARTURE). (5) Before giving clearance Customs will check: that the ship holds valid Safety, Load Line and OPIC certificates, and that any light dues payable have been paid. (They do this by inspecting the Lights Certificates. ) (6) If all documents are in order, the vessel will be 'cleared outwards' by the Customs officer stamping the 'clearance granted' space at the foot of the C 13, one copy of which is returned to the master. Unless she is subject to a Detention Order, the vessel may then legally sail. 

	What is a TC-12? 
	An 'Information Note for the Intended Port of Destination' (Customs & Excise form C 73). The master or agent must enter on it: vessel's name; port and date of departure; intended port of destination; and probable 
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	ports of call. It must be signed by the master or agent and a copy left with Customs before departure. 

	What is the UK Customs procedure for outwards clearance, bound for an EU port? 
	Since the advent of the Single Market on 1 January 1993 there have been no requirements for clearing outwards with Customs before sailing for another EU country. 

	As master of a high-speed craft, what documents must you produce to a UK Customs officer from whom clearance is being demanded for an international voyage? 
	A valid High-Speed Craft Safety Certificate and a valid Permit to Operate (under the High-Speed Craft Regulations). 

	When (i. e. at what stage of the voyage) are UK and Irish Light Dues payable? 
	Before departure. The usual practice is to pay for the inwards voyage and the outwards voyage at the same time, unless the inwards voyage is the seventh and last one on which dues are payable for the year. 

	On what basis are light dues payable? 
	At the rate of a specified number of pence per Net Ton (NT) (as per the ship's ITC (1969)), as laid down in a Statutory Instrument. 

	Who collects light dues in the UK and Ireland? 
	The Institute of Chartered Shipbrokers, which pays them to Trinity House for distribution to the three general lighthouse authorities. 

	How is a Transire used? 
	A ship not regularly carrying domestic goods as cargo coastwise may use a Cargo Book system. Otherwise, the master must complete a Transire form (C. 16) in duplicate. Both copies must be handed to a Customs officer before sailing; the officer will stamp and return one copy. Once stamped, it becomes the master's authority to sail with the cargo coastwise. The stamped transire must be kept onboard for at least 6 months from the date of issue for inspection. If the Customs office is unattended on arrival or departure and the master cannot get the Transire stamped, the vessel may still sail provided that the master enters in the 'for official use' box (bottom right) the date and times of arrival and departure from that port. The second copy should be left at the Customs office and the original kept onboard. Each time the vessel makes a new voyage with coastwise cargo from a UK port, a new Transire will be required. 

	PREPARATIONS FOR SEA 

	General preparations 

	With 2 hours to completion of loading, what preparations would you, as master, make for sailing? 
	I would: (1) check the weather forecast; (2) have the navigating officer complete the passage plan and inspect and study same with him/her; (3) liaise with the chief engineer and chief officer about readiness for sea; (4) inform the agent and harbour authority of my intentions; (5) order a pilot, linesmen and tugs if required; (6) liaise with the agent about completion of cargo, documentation, outward clearance, etc.; (7) obtain customs clearance; (8) obtain cargo documents if available; (9) check that all crew are on board; (10) test the gear; (11 ) make a stowaway search if necessary (depending on the risk); (12) if carrying passengers, have a count made in accordance with The Passenger Counting and Registration Regulations of all persons on board, ensuring I am informed of any persons declaring a need for special care or assistance in emergencies; (13) record names and gender of all persons on board for SAR purposes and communicate all details to the company's Passenger Registrar ashore; (14) either hold a passenger muster or comply with The Emergency Information for Passengers Regulations, as appropriate for my vessel's class and the voyage. 

	Load line law requirements 

	In relation to load line law, what requirements must be met before a UK ship proceeds to sea? 
	Unless exempted, no UK ship may proceed or attempt to proceed to sea unless: (1) she has been surveyed in accordance with the Load Line Regulations, (2) she is marked with a deck line and load lines in accordance with the rules; (3) she complies with the Conditions of Assignment; and (4) she is provided with information regarding stability, loading and ballasting for the master's guidance. Unless exempted, no UK ship may proceed or attempt to proceed to sea unless the appropriate load line certificate is in force for the ship. The master must produce a valid Load Line Certificate to the Customs officer from whom clearance is demanded. Clearance will not be granted and the ship may be detained until the Certificate is produced. 

	What would be the effect of your ship not complying with her Conditions of Assignment in some way? 
	She may be deemed to be 'dangerously unsafe'. 


I-20
BUSINESS & LAW SELF-EXAMINER FOR DECK OFFICERS
	A UK supply vessel has completed loading her next underdeck bulk cargo of mud, water, etc. before completing discharge of her back-loaded deck cargo, and appears to be well overloaded. Is this permitted, since she is in port? 
	No. A UK ship marked with load lines must not be so loaded that: (1 ) if she is in salt water and has no list, the appropriate loadline on each side is submerged; or (2) in any other case, the appropriate loadline on each side would be submerged if she were in salt water and had no list, (e. g. as in the question, where she is in dock water). The fact that the vessel is not intending to proceed to sea is immaterial. 

	When is an exception allowed to the rule in the last question? 
	When the vessel is to proceed downriver to sea. She may in that case submerge her marks to allow for the river passage consumption of fuel, water, etc. 

	What are the legal consequences of your ship being overloaded in port? 
	If she is marked with load lines, she may be detained until she ceases to be overloaded. The owner and I (as master) will be liable on conviction on indictment, to a fine, and on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (£5000) and to such additional fine as the court thinks fit to impose, having regard to the extent to which the earning capacity of the ship was increased by reason of the contravention, but subject to a maximum amount of £1, 000 for each complete centimetre of overloading, i. e. £5000 plus £1000 per centimetre. 

	What is the penalty for taking your ship to sea when overloaded? 
	Without prejudice to any fine for overloading, I will be liable on conviction on indictment, to an unlimited fine, and on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding the statutory maximum (£5000). 

	Do you have any defence to a charge of overloading in port? 
	Yes, if I could prove that the overloading was due solely to deviation or delay caused solely by stress of weather or other circumstances which neither the owner, I or the charterer (if any) could have prevented or forestalled. 

	What penalty would you be liable for where the MCA found your ship dangerously unsafe due to overloading? 
	On summary conviction a fine of up to £50, 000, or on conviction on indictment, 2 years' imprisonment plus an unlimited fine. 


