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11 Health and Safety
11.1 General

It is the responsibility of the Master to organise the ship’s safety. 

Health and safety means:

· safe navigation and handling of the ship

· the technical standard of the ship and equipment, and proper maintenance of the same

· proper handling of cargo and identification of cargo-related hazards

· the adequate marking of areas on board where there is potential risk to the safety and

· health of personnel on board.

· training of the crew in matters of safety

· proper manning in accordance with manning certificate

Any deviation from the safety requirements or any potentially dangerous situation shall be instantly reported to the Master. If the ship or the personnel are exposed to imminent danger, the Master shall be informed. Reported non-conformities must be addressed by the Master, who is responsible for preventing recurrences.

The Master must ensure that crew is trained on board weekly. For this purposes a list of what kind of drills have to be trained, is enclosed. A drill is not only a physical but also an orally theoretical exercise, i.e. an explanation by the Master, Chief Officer, Engineer to the ship’s crew is a drill.

Saturday is your Safety Day! 

The Company’s policy is that crew is trained at least once a week, preferably on Saturdays, in as far as ship’s operation is not disturbed. If the Saturday is not a suitable day, the Master must choose another day. The sequence of drills depends on the Master’s decision. But it must be ensured that all drills required by the Company are carried out regularly. Therefore the list of executed drills must be sent to the office together with the Master’s Cash Box Report every month. This list is only an overview and should not be a report. 

Emergency drills according to the „List of executed Drills“ (see folder „Forms“) have to be carried out. At least two of the item 1 - 11 for both fire and boats drill according to SOLAS-Regulation must be carried out monthly.

The following should be exercised during the drills (depends on drill):

· Duties of Personnel

· Action to be taken to regain control of a situation

· Reporting methods

· establishing of an emergency response team

· establishing and maintaining contact between ship and shore (the a.o.h. list)

· The relevant authorities and organisation that have to be informed

· how to request assistance

After every drill a report must written and filed in the safety folder. 

11.2
Safety Information to Crew

The Master shall ensure that all regular crew members are familiar with Wessels Shipping safety policies and emergency procedures. 

As soon as possible after arrival, new crew members shall be instructed with regard to the ship’s safety equipment and emergency exits.

The Officer in charge shall conduct a round over the ship to familiarise new crew members with the location of life saving equipment, no smoking areas, etc.

11.3 Safety Folder
An up-dated safety register, listing all safety equipment and detailing drills shall be kept on board in the safety folder. Any change in the safety procedure or equipment shall be recorded in detail in the safety folder.

Details of the type and make of equipment and service history shall be recorded as well.

When, in accordance with the regulations, an item of safety equipment is inspected, renewed, repaired or tested, or when used in drills or actual situations, this shall be recorded in the safety folder.

11.4 Station Bill

Each ship has a station bill in which the line of command shall be clearly indicated. The station bill shall be written in English or, if only one nationality is on board, it may be in the national language of that crew. 

Station bills shall be displayed in central areas (passage ways, etc.).

11.5 Abandon Ship Drill

At least once per month according to SOLAS
The drill for abandoning ship shall be carried out in accordance with the safety manual and current regulations:

· before the alarm is sounds for abandoning ship, an announcement must be made.

· all personnel shall report to their assigned station

· all personnel shall wear proper clothing and life jackets

· a lifeboat man shall be assigned

· the lifeboat crew shall prepare the lifeboat for boarding and explain the abandon ship and lowering procedure

· the engine shall be started when lowering the lifeboat and shall be operated for several minutes

· the Master shall monitor the drill

· details of the drill shall be recorded and filed in the safety folder

11.6 Accident Rescue Drill

Drills shall be held to simulate various possible emergency situations with injured personnel in various parts of the ship:

· engine room

· accommodation, cabin

· hold

· bosun’s store

· bow-thruster room .....

The drill shall include the use of various life saving and rescue equipment and shall be conducted in a realistic manner.

The Master shall monitor the drill and take any action deemed to be necessary to improve preparedness. The drill shall be recorded in the safety folder.

11.7 Man Overboard Drill

To make the drill as realistic as possible a dummy shall be thrown in the water (for example: a plastic fender). Master should try to carry out this drill at least two times per year. 

A lookout shall be posted with the sole responsibility of watching the man overboard and pointing towards him continually.

A rescue boat shall be launched to recover the dummy.

The report of the drill shall be recorded in the safety folder.

Master shall monitor the drill and take any action deemed necessary to improve preparedness.

11.8 Fire fighting and Fire Drills

At least once per month according to SOLAS.

The ship’s firefighting instructions and equipment shall be known to all persons on board. Fire fighting plans are exhibited on every deck in the accommodation area.

Everybody must be aware that when a fire is observed, the alarm must immediately be sounded, before attempting to put out the fire. The Master and Officers shall immediately take action to alert all personnel on board and organise the fire fighting.

All personnel not involved in fighting the fire or engaged in any other critical activity shall muster as per station bill.

The fire drill must be as realistic as possible. It is allowed to open and start fire extinguishers. The crew must get a feeling on how fire extinguishers work.

11.9 Inflatable Life Rafts

All liferafts must be installed according to manufacturers’ specification.

The life rafts shall be serviced by authorised personnel only at least once a year in accordance with international rules. 

Life rafts shall be mounted to the deck with a hydrostatic release, that will allow the raft to float freely automatically. The hydrostatic release is to be serviced regularly. Launching procedures shall be displayed near the life raft station.

11.10 Lifejackets and Suits

Approved lifejackets and suits shall be provided on board. These must be stored in the cabins and at lifeboat stations, as per regulations.

Following a drill the life jackets used must be checked and returned to their designated place. 


