


MARITIME SAFETY CARD 








Entering cargo spaces, tanks, pump-rooms, 


fuel tanks, cofferdams, duct keels, ballast tanks 


and similar enclosed compartments 








GENERAL PRECAUTIONS 





Do not enter an enclosed space unless authorized by the master or a responsible officer and only after all appropriate safety checks listed overleaf have been carried out. 





The atmosphere in any enclosed space may be incapable of supporting human life. It may be lacking in oxygen content or contain flammable toxic gases. This also applies to tanks which have been inerted. 





The master or a responsible officer should ensure that it is safe to enter an enclosed space by:





	1.	ensuring that the space has been thoroughly ventilated by natural or mechanical          


                         means;





	2.	testing the atmosphere of the space at different levels for oxygen deficiency and  


                         harmful vapour where suitable instruments are available; and 





	3.	requiring breathing apparatus to be worn by all persons entering the space where 


                         there is any doubt as to the adequacy of ventilation or testing before entry.





WARNING 





Where it is known that the atmosphere in an enclosed space is unsafe, it should only be entered when it is essential or in an emergency. All the safety checks overleaf should be carried out before entry and breathing apparatus must be worn.  








Protective equipment and clothing 





It is important that all those entering an enclosed space wear suitable clothing and that they make use of protective equipment which may be provided for their safety. Access ladders and surfaces within the space may be slippery and suitable footwear should be worn. Safety helmets protect against falling objects and, in a confined space, against bumps. Loose clothing, which is likely to catch on obstructions, should be avoided. Additional precautions are necessary where there is a risk of contact with harmful chemicals. Safety harnesses, belts and lifelines should be worn and used where there is any danger of failing from a height. 





There may be additional safety instructions on board the ship - make sure that they are made known to all concerned. 
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SAFETY CHECKLIST 





Before entering any enclosed space all the appropriate safety checks listed bellow must be carried out by the master or responsible officer and by the person who is to enter the space.





Section 1


To be checked ( by the master or  responsible officer 


1.1.	Has the space been thoroughly ventilated and where testing equipment is available has the	(


	space  been tested and found safe for entry?


1.2.	Have arrangements been made to continue ventilation during o
