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16. Personal Injury
Owners are under an obligation to maintain a safe working environment on board the vessel at all times. If a memeber of a crew, a passanger or shore personnel are injured on board the vessel or in the vicinity of the vessel as a result of the failure to maintain a safe working environment, owners will be held liable. Occasionally, owner's liability will extend to injuries suffered by the crew whilst ashore.

This chapter examines the following:


- Injury to crew


- Injury to stevedores and non-crew members


- Evidence required from the vessel

13.1 Injury to crew

If a memeber of the crew is injured, the Master must ensure that a record is made of the cause and details of the injury (see Master's handbook "crew"). 

Usually, the member of the crew will report the injury himself, and assistance will be rendered on board the vessel. If the vessel is in port, the crew memeber may be sent ashore for treatment. The Master also must ensure that a note is kept of the type of treatment administered to the crew memeber on board, the treatment administered to him ashore, by whom the treatment was administered and the exact time the treatment was given. 

IN the event that the injury was caused by a failure of a part of the ship's equipment, the Master must ensure that the damaged part is retained for future inspection. In certain jurisdictions, if owners are unable to produce the allegedly defective equipment, there is a presumption that the equipmentwas damaged and owners will be put in a position of considerable disadvantage. 

13.2 Inuries to stevedores and non-crew members

Claims for personnel injury by a stevedore or other person who is not a member of the crew may be submitted months and even years after an incident. Therefore, in the event of an incident on board the vessel or in the vicinity of the vessel, the Master must ensure that the incident is properly recorded. The Master must also attempt to identify the injured party and discover the reason why the person is on board. Finally he must make a note of whether or not the circumstances of the accident were unusual given the purpose for which the person was on board.

The Master must complete a standard accident form and record details of the treatment administered on board the vessel or retain any piece of ship's equipment which may have caused the accident.

13.3  Evidence required from the vessel:

As well as completing a standard accident form, the Master must prepare a report of the accident. In addition to the information discussed in the preceding sections, the report should include the following information:

1.
Details of the circumstances surrounding the incident

2.
The conditions at the time of the accident and whether they contributed to the accident

3.
Whether or not the injured party in any way contributed to the accident ot whether there 
was any obvious negligence on the part of a third party

4.
Names of the witnesses to the accident, including crewmembers

5.
A drawing or photograph of the area where the accident occurred

